
CITY OF ROCKVILLE 
 

ADEQUATE PUBLIC FACILITIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

 
AGENDA 

 
May 26, 2011 

7:00 P.M.; Black-Eyed Susan Conference Room 
City Hall 

 
Time  Topic  
 
7:00 pm  Meeting Convenes 
 
7:02 pm Agenda Review and Modification 
 
7:05 pm Discussion/Approval of the May 12, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
 
7:15 pm Presentation and discussion of the APFO as it relates to Rockville 

neighborhoods.  Invited guests – Christina Ginsburg, Twinbrook 
Citizen’s Association; Susan Prince, West End Citizen’s Association; 
Jack Leiderman, appellant in the Beall’s Grant II court case; Nancy 
Paul, King Farm; Cheryl Peirce, Twinbrook E.S. Cluster; John Hall, 
former City councilmember 

 
9:30 pm Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  Times shown are approximate 
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Excerpted from the Water Resources Element 
of the Rockville Comprehensive Master Plan 

 
 
Drinking Water Capacity 
 
Rockville has a very reliable source of drinking water, and is part of a regional 
partnership that ensures adequate wastewater capacity.  The City is moving forward to 
expand the capacity and efficiency of its water treatment plant as well as address 
concerns with aging in both the water distribution system and the wastewater collection 
system. 
 
Since 1958, Rockville has obtained 100% of its drinking water directly from Potomac 
River withdrawals.  Groundwater is not used to supplement the City’s water supply.  
Virtually all Rockville residences and businesses are either on the City water system or 
the system owned and operated by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
(WSSC).  There are a few individual parcels within the City limits that are islands still 
under the Montgomery County jurisdiction that may have an active well. However, these 
property owners are not subject to the Rockville City Code and have not been required to 
connect to a City water line or sewer. 
 
The City owns and operates its own water treatment plant and supplies approximately 
18,114 residential households (74 percent of the City’s total residences) with drinking 
water.  Similarly, Rockville provides water to 784 nonresidential customers.  There is no 
irrigated agriculture or water-intensive manufacturing in the City.  The City has an 
appropriation permit issued by the Maryland Department of the Environment to withdraw 
an average of 7.1 million gallons of Potomac River water per day and a daily maximum 
not-to-exceed amount of 12.1 million gallons.  The actual daily average withdrawal for 
2009 was  4.91 million gallons.  The approximate summertime maximum withdrawal is 
currently 8 million gallons per day. 
 
The remaining 26% of Rockville households and businesses are served by the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC), which owns and maintains the 
water lines serving these customers.  WSSC does not anticipate any concerns with 
continuing to service its Rockville customers for the next 20-30 years.  The reason for the 
dual service approach derives from periodic annexations of land that have historically 
been in the WSSC service district and remain therein after annexation.  In the future, 
should Rockville annex additional land into the City, those properties will continue to be 
served by WSSC.  In the event that a parcel is currently on a well (there are only a 
handful known at this time), the property would be required to connect to the City water 
and sewer lines as a condition for coming into the City. Rockville does not anticipate any 
concerns with providing service to these few residents. 
 



 2

The projected drinking water needs of the resident and nonresident populations in 2030 
will require an additional 0.82 million gallons per day.  By 2040 this amount will grow to 
1.37 million over current withdrawals for a total need of 6.55 million gallons per day.  
This modest additional need can be satisfied from the City’s existing Potomac River 
allocation.   
 
Wastewater Capacity 
 
There are virtually no domestic septic tanks treating sewage within the City limits.  
Rather all sewage, which is collected in 148 miles of City-owned and maintained sewers, 
is transported out of the community to interceptor sewers owned and maintained by 
WSSC.  The City provides wastewater service for approximately 18,114 residential 
households (74 percent of the City’s total residences).  Similarly, Rockville provides 
wastewater service to 784 nonresidential customers.  The remaining 26% of Rockville 
households and businesses are served by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
(WSSC), which owns and maintains the wastewater lines serving these customers.  
WSSC does not anticipate any concerns with continuing to service its Rockville 
customers for the next 20-30 years.  
 
In turn, WSSC conveys the Rockville sewage, along with the sewage WSSC itself 
collects from other jurisdictions, to the Blue Plains regional wastewater treatment plant 
owned and operated by the District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority (DC 
WASA).  There the sewage receives primary, secondary and tertiary treatment, including 
denitrification before being discharged into the Potomac River.  The current sewage 
demand for residential and nonresidential customers is 3.93 million gallons per day 
(approximately 80% of the drinking water demand).  In addition, the City’s sewer system 
is experiencing approximately 2.18 million gallons per day of groundwater infiltration 
and inflow (I&I) due to breaks and cracks in the system.   While the City is taking steps 
to reduce this amount of I&I, we must still account for it in calculations of Rockville’s 
sewer (and ultimately treatment) capacity at Blue Plains.  
 
The projected wastewater needs of the resident and nonresident populations, including 
I&I in 2030 will require an additional 0.78 million gallons per day (12%) above current 
demand.  By 2040 this amount will grow another 0.31 million gallons (17%) over current 
demand, for a total demand of 7.42 million gallons per day.  This volume of wastewater 
is well within the City’s existing allotment of Blue Plains regional treatment capacity.1  
Similarly, WSSC is expected to be able to accommodate the portion of the City’s sewage 
that flows into its collection system.  Consequently, there are no anticipated wastewater 
capacity issues for either the City or WSSC beyond the continued maintenance of the 
collection systems. 

                                                 
1  Although the City only pays for the sewage flow that it actually conveys to Blue Plains via the WCCS 
sewers, by a master agreement the City has a reserve capacity of 9.31 million gallons a day.   


























