
February 19, 2009 
 
To:   Robin Ziek, Planner, City of Rockville 
From: Robert Baker, Vice President Chase Communities 
 
RE:  Illumination of Community Identification Signs 
 
The landscape architect, Lewis, Skully, Gionet, recommended the use of four low voltage light 
fixtures to illuminate the community identification sign panels at the entrance of Chestnut 
Lodge along West Montgomery Avenue.  This lighting is appropriate to illuminate the signs in 
an effort to identify the community in a discrete and modest manner. 
 
As we know because of citizen concerns there is only one entrance to the Chestnut Lodge 
community and that is the one along the frontage of West Montgomery Avenue.  At the 
insistence of the city transportation staff, the entrance to the community was also narrowed to 
the extent possible.  A reasonable illumination of a community sign is appropriate to allow both 
pedestrian and vehicular visitors to find the entrance to the community when it is dark.  The 
lighting design, with illumination of the two pier signs adjacent to the sidewalk entrance, puts 
as much focus on the pedestrian as it does for the vehicular visitor. 
 
The landscape architect wanted to illuminate the community identification signs in as subtle 
and modest manner as possible.  They were careful in there choice of light fixture and intensity 
of light.  As a result they chose to employ a low voltage lighting system that was efficient and 
effective.  The most appropriate fixture they found was a Delta Star (MR16) low voltage light 
fixture, as shown on the original detailed application and in our HDC application.  This fixture, 
as the manufacturer’s product sheet outlines, is a good choice when the designer has a need for 
“deep cutoff” and “brightness control” in a “low-brightness, low-voltage lighting instrument”. 
 
The landscape architect was also careful to locate the fixtures in close proximity of features that 
were to be illuminated so that the lowest wattage of lamp could be used.  As a result, a 20 watt 
lamp can be used in all four fixtures.  In addition these fixtures are not rated for a lamp that 
exceeds more than 50 watts.  These fixtures are also located on the ground and are surrounded 
by landscaping in order to shield the fixtures from view.  The low wattage and candle power of 
the lamps and their close proximity to the subjects they are focused on to illuminate will 
eliminate stray light that would disturb the viewer if a brighter, standard voltage floodlight was 
used.  The landscape architect took all these factors into consideration in choosing a fixture and 
lighting system that provided inconspicuous and modest lighting for the entrance feature signs. 
 
In summary, the landscape architect specified a very modest and “low-brightness” solution in 
specifying the light fixture and system to illuminate the community identification signs for 
Chestnut Lodge.  (The manufacturer’s product and technical sheet is attached.) 
 



  



 


