











Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Five - The Environment — Sensitive Areas and Critical Issues

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Promote Sustainable Practices and Policies
Review comment: Bolster the section with the Sustainability Strategy and line up recommendations with the strategy

goals.
Rec. 1 | Work with City Boards and Commission (STEC) and the residents | On-going. The Commission for the
of Rockville to develop a community-based approach for a Environment and the Parks and Rec. Board are
Sustainable Rockville. both involved.
Rec. 2 | Promote the use of energy-efficient, functional landscapes in new On-going.
development proposals.
Rec. 3. | Identify and pursue opportunities to improve the conservation of On-going. Work in progress.
natural resources and reduce resource consumption in City TFCC meets LEED certification standard.
maintenance and operational practices. M&C directed staff to do informal LEED
compliance to save money.
Rec. 4. | Promote EPA Energy Star energy efficiency conformance where
appropriate in new and redevelopment and in City operations.
Rec. 5. | Work with the local community and Greater Rockville Partnership

to develop and promote education and recognition programs, such as
Businesses for the Bay and LEED certification, to make information
available and promote the transfer of ideas and technology.
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Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six - Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Goal | To promote participation by all Rockville citizens in diverse, One of the overall policy goals for the
interesting and high quality recreational and leisure opportunities in | recreation, parks and open space section is
safe, modern and well-maintained parks and Jacilities. (should be?) the preservation and enhancement

of natural areas within the City, particularly
sensitive areas such as stream valleys and
wetlands.

1 Provide high quality, accessible and affordable recreation and cultural | On- going. Add Senior Citizen services.
services including the following areas: parks, facilities, programs,
environment, urban forestry and special events.

2. Ensure that sufficient indoor and outdoor facilities are available to On-going. Good progress on indoor space
meet the space needs for recreation, arts and community (most needed) with TFCC, TCRC, upgraded
programming. LPCC and elementary school community-use

gyms.

3. Provide an exemplary park system that exceeds national acreage On-going.
standards and offers a diversity of geographically distributed facilities
and amenities.

4. Offer diverse recreational educational, social cultural and community | On-going.
activities for all ages with quality leadership in safe, pleasant
environments.

5. Undertake ongoing planning and development functions. PROS Plan, CIP, Strategic Issues.

6. Pursue opportunities for partnerships in all service areas. On-going.




Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six — Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Chapter 6 - Recreation and Parks — Recommendations

What is Missing/Comments:

* This chapter will need to be extensively re-written to ensure it is in synch with the new PROS Plan, and with
updated neighborhood plans. Text updates will need to be made under the following headings: Social/Cultural
Factors, Leisure Trends, Economic Factors, Land Availability and Environmental Protection. The Current

Conditions and Parkland categories are outdated.

* The impact of rising fuel costs may need to be examined: how will they affect residents who use the facilities?

How can those issues be minimized?

Rec. 1 | Continue to preserve, protect and provide high-quality maintenance Ability to do this is strained by resources
for City parks, grounds, forests and facilities. allocation and could go either way in the future,

depending upon funding priorities.

Rec. 2. | Continue to implement the coordinated Bikeway Master Plan. On-going. Now a DPW responsibility.

Rec. 3 | Continue to exceed the national parkland provision standard by On-going. Update acreage per 1,000.
maintaining 18 acres/1,000 population.

Rec. 4 | Require allocation of a minimum of 20% of development area for On-going. New Zoning Ordinance.
parkland. The requirement should provide appropriate payment-in-
lieu only if the allocation of parkland is not feasible or desirable.

Rec. 5. | Prepare a Park, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) plan for all major On-going. PROS Plan process. (n.b. Doesn’t
developments and redevelopments. Open space and recreational PROS Plan covers more than “all major
amenities must be provided commensurate with the scale of the developments and redevelopments”)
proposed development.

Rec. 6 | Maintain a balance between the development of parkland for active On-going.
uses and the preservation of natural open space and stream valley
systems.

Rec. 7 | Pursue parkland acquisition with emphasis on acquisition of parcels Should emphasis continue to be placed on this?

that are contiguous with existing parkland, forested, or otherwise
environmentally sensitive.

(The City has not committed resources to it - and
probably will not do so.)
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Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six — Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Rec. 8 | Establish an Urban Park category within the park classification Not used. (Outdated ?)
system.

Rec.9 | Accomplish watershed management within parks without serious On-going — e.g. College Gardens Park/Pond and
compromise to existing recreational amenities and other Maryvale Park/Pond. (DPW)
environmental priorities such as forest retention whenever possible.

Rec.10 | Continue to employ current technology and environmentally sensitive | On- going. See comments on Chapter 5.
practices in park maintenance.

Rec.11 | Promote environmental awareness, education, stewardship, On-going. See comments on Chapter 5.
preservation, and the value of parks as natural resources.

Rec.12 | Seek opportunities to acquire land and create mini-parks to serve as On-going. No land has been acquired but several
green oases, particularly within neighborhoods or other areas where mini-parks have been built (on City-owned land).
adequate parkland does not exist or in areas where these types of
facilities are not present.

Rec.13 | Promote tolerance and coexistence in all wildlife policies. On-going. (Coyotes!) See comments on Chapter 5.

Rec.14 | Exceed the minimum standards in the Environmental Guidelines Some success. See comments on Chapter 3.
where possible.

Rec.15 | Consider environmental priorities in park and facility development On-going — work in progress. See comments on
and redevelopment planning. Chapter 5.

Rec.16 | Acquire parkland to meet the goal of providing a park within safe No funding available.
walking distance of every resident.

Rec.17 | Develop master plans for each park to guide long range park planning. | Not done due to workload. (PROS Plan?)

Rec.18 | Connect future parks, wherever possible, with existing local and What about existing parks? Is this possible or
regional park systems to provide continuous greenways for wildlife desirable, due to creation of more intense human-
habitat, hiking, biking and other activities. wildlife conflicts?

See comments on Chapter 5.
Urban Forestry Program
Rec.1 Maintain, enhance and preserve the City’s urban forest and establish a

goal for canopy coverage.
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Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six — Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Rec.2 Develop an Exotic and Invasive Plant Control Program. Extremely expensive, requires lot of manpower
and may not work. Suggest “hot spots” be
established — concentrate on those areas where
success can be achieved and maintained. Revise to
“Continue to develop and implement the existing
Exotic Invasive Plant Control Program.”

Rec.3 Develop a strategy for enhancing and expanding the City’s Private

Urban Forest.
Recreation Facilities
What is Missing/Comments:

* Beginning on page 6-10, the chapter starts describing various recreational facilities. Each of these descriptions
should include the long-term goal of “greening” the facility, making it more energy efficient, better integrating
stormwater management into the site design, etc.

Rec.1 Exceed national standards for provision of indoor and outdoor Insufficient land/funds.

recreation and cultural facilities.

Rec. 2 | Distribute indoor and outdoor facilities for all age segments On-going. TFCC, community use elementary

throughout the City. school gyms, Fallsgrove and Mattie parks.

Rec.3 | Respond to changing leisure and socio/cultural/economic trends in all On-going.

facility development and redevelopment.
Rec. 4 | Provide outdoor drop-in playing fields for a full range of recreation On-going. Mattie Park is good progress with two
and sports activities. new fields. Need more rectangular, multi-use
fields.
Rec. 5 | Design facilities to comply with the City’s Environmental Guidelines On-going. See Chapter 5 comments.
and to incorporate modern, innovative design and current technology.
Rec. 6 | Operate all facilities with state-of-the-practice energy-use systems and On-going, but a long way to go to meet

other environmentally friendly methods.

recommendations. Good progress made with
recycling, JCI Energy Performance Contract and
HVAC CIP project.




Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six — Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Rec. 7 | Maintain facilities and equipment in a high quality condition to On-going.
maximize original productive capacity.
Rec. 8 | Renovate or replace outdated facilities. On-going. Good progress with renovations to
LPCC, Montrose, Elwood Smith, RMSC,
Glenview, FSF Theater, City Hall, Maintenance
Yard (Gude Drive); Senior Center, Pump House.
(Rockcrest?)
Rec. 9 | Employ proactive, preventative maintenance practices in all facilities. | On-going.
Rec.10 | Provide a level of maintenance, operating and staffing of facilities to | Most facilities in good shape — some suffering
be consistent with levels of use. with over-use and insufficient maintenance
resources (e.g. RMSC due to cost and overall City
priorities.)
11. Maintain and operate historic facilities located within the public park | On-going.
system in cooperation with Historic District Commission with the goal
of balancing public access and historic preservation concemns.
Recreation Programs and Services
Rec. 1 | Offer leisure activities that are responsive to the changing On-going.
socio/cultural/economic interests and characteristics of Rockville
citizens, either through direct provision, or by facilitating the efforts of
others.
Rec. 2 | Construct a full service community center west of I-270. Completed. TFCC.
Rec. 3 | Construct sports fields. Suggest multi-activity fields not limited to a single
sport. (e.g. Fallsgrove and Mattie Stepanek parks)
Rec.4 | Provide irrigation at appropriate playing fields. On-going — work in progress. Cost is a factor.
Rec. 5. | Promote wellness programs and activities. On-going — new Community Wellness position.
Rec. 6 | Continue to offer a selection of core recreation programs at little or no | On-going.

cost to the participant.
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Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six - Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies

Review Comments:

Rec. 7. | Offer financial assistance to low-income residents to ensure that fee- On-going.
based programs are accessible to all.

Rec. 8 | Incorporate the use of technology into programs and services as On-going.
appropriate.

Rec.9 | Pursue business support for partnerships in programming, special
events, facilities and parkland.

Special Events and Programs

Rec. 1 | Offer special events that promote civic pride, community spirit, On-going.
cultural diversity and citizen involvement.

Rec. 2 | Continue to produce successful special and community events, which On-going.
have become core components of Rockville’s hometown identity and
community spirit.

Rec. 3 | Retain flexibility in the focus of events presented to reflect the On-going.
evolving interests of the community.

Rec. 4 | Create new and continue existing partnerships with business leaders, On-going. Mention should be made of
civic associations, home owners associations, parent-teacher public/private partnerships — e.g. Recreation
associations, nonprofit, veterans, community and service Department and private entities (nonprofits, corps)
organizations. for sponsorship of activities, events, etc.

Rec. 5 | Consider alternative sites and creative ways of using currently On-going. July 4™ moved to Montgomery
available spaces for special events as the Town Center and Richard College.

Montgomery High School are redeveloped.
Planning and Development

Rec. 1 | Monitor emerging trends to ensure services reflect the On-going.
socio/cultural/economic/leisure needs and interests of Rockville
residents.

Rec.2 | Undertake periodic surveys and needs assessments (o ensure services | On-going.

meet the requirements and interests of residents.




Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan

Chapter Six - Recreation, Parks and Open Space

2002 CMP Goals and Policies Review Comments:

Rec. 3. | Solicit participant evaluations of programs. Facilities and services to On-going.
ensure participants’ interests are met.

Rec. 4. | Develop new policies or procedures to guide planning and service On-going.
delivery in the following areas: senior housing, non-resident fees,
reciprocal use with schools, carrying capacity, parkland standards of
supply, developer dedications, urban wildlife.







Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan
Chapter 7 - Community Facilities

Chapter Seven — Community Facilities

What is Missing/Comments:
* Consider revising the title or content of this section. This section deals mainly with infrastructure and public services, not

facilities.

* Rockville administrative facilities are not discussed under Parks/Planning or Community facilities. Are these buildings
flying below the radar? Mention should be made of all City-owned and/or operated facilities somewhere in the Plan.

* Asin Chapter 6, several recommendations are made in reference to maintaining specific facilities, but this should also
include a maintenance program that requires green building strategies and optimized operating procedures.

* Recommend that all future new and renovated City facilities will be built with green building elements and features.

Goal

Continue to provide and enhance the City’s community facilities.

Drinking Water and Sanitary Sewer System

What is Missing/Comments:

The City has the capacity to produce 14 million gallons of drinking water per day (?see note below), yet our
agreement with WSSC and the Blue Plains Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plan only allows for 9.4 million
gallons per day capacity. We are not near these limits currently, but some discussion is warranted as to whether
there may be a wastewater capacity issue in the future. (The water treatment plant capacity has not been increased
to 14 MGD. In fact Rockville’s water right to withdraw Potomac River water tops out at 12 MGD).

Need to refer to aging infrastructure and changing EPA regulations. Water distribution system has aging and
corroded pipes, which lead to water main breaks, affects on water quality and less than optimal fire flow. Field-
testing and recommendations provided in Water System Master Plan of 2008. The City has embarked on a major
capital improvement project to replace many of the City’s water lines that are nearing the end of their useful life.
Retrofits to the City’s storage tanks are being considered. (Glen Mill Pump Station update.)

Reference to sewer cleaning and lining. Sanitary Sewer System has some pipes/manholes exposed in streams,
leaking pipe joints, inflow and infiltration (I&I). Available capacity needs to be determined in the system.
Corrugated metal pipes (CMP) pipes tend to develop deteriorated inverts over time, which lead to failures.
Failing well and septic systems: annex properties along Dover Road and Southlawn Lane as well as extend City
water and sewer service. DPW has CIP projects for water and sewer mainline extensions. Discussions with
property owners since 2002. Also, failing well and septic systems on Scott Drive, Viers Drive and Dav Road:
annex properties and extend City water and sewer service. (n.b. 2009 legislation on annexation will have an
impact on this issue.)




Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan
Chapter 7 - Community Facilities

Rec. 1 | Provide adequate water and sewage treatment, transmission, storage, | This should be City policy, not a
and distribution capacity to ensure healthy, clean and safe systems to | recommendation. Doesn’t the City already do
meet the needs for human consumption, fire protection, and sanitation. | this?
Rec. 2 | Encourage conservation of water resources — participate with the Not completed.
region to develop an adequate and comprehensive water conservation | Should be linked to the Sustainability Strategy
plan and a drought emergency plan. in terms of conservation of water resources.
(n.b. State-mandated Water Resources
element)
Telecommunications and other Communication Technology
What is missing/comments:
e Add the City Verizon contract, and wireless internet capabilities to the communications recommendations
section.
Rec. 1 | Provide adequate coverage of telecommunication services while
limiting the negative impacts of towers and other facilities.
Rec. 2 | Anticipate future need so that these services are provided as they are
needed.
Rec. 3 | Lobby telecommunication companies to provide better service to the
City.
Public Safety
What is missing/comments:
e Text will need to be revised.
e Re-evaluate Rockville’s efforts to work with County operations such as MCPS and Montgomery Fire and Rescue
to verify a collaborative effort is involved.
Rec. 1 | Maintain adequate public safety facilities to support the required level
of services.
Rec. 2 | Close the Seven Locks Detention Center and the County’s Central Unlikely to happen in foreseeable future?

Processing Unit and develop the site under the comprehensive planned
development procedures with office use close to I-270 and residential
elsewhere.
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Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan
Chapter 7 — Community Facilities

Fire and Rescue Services

Rec. 1 | Provide adequate fire and rescue facilities to meet Rockville’s current
and future needs.
Post Office
What is missing/comments:
e Revise text.
Rec. 1 | Maintain adequate postal facilities to serve the residents and
businesses in Rockville.
Rec. 2 | Explore parking options near postal facilities.
Rec. 3 | Preserve the Old Post Office in Town Center with a sensitive adaptive | On-going. Acquired by the City for future
reuse that respects the character of the building. Police Station.
Libraries |
Rec. 1 | Provide adequate library services for Rockville residents.
Rec. 2 | Expand opportunities for neighborhood satellite libraries as necessary.
Rec.3 | Encourage the County to provide adequate parking in the Town
Center for library patrons.
Education Facilities
Rec. 1 | Promote adequate public school facilities to sustain high quality
educational programs at reasonable cost.
Rec. 2 | Promote and encourage all students to be educated in neighborhood
clusters that are located in Rockville.
Rec. 3 | Promote compatibility between surrounding land uses and closed
public school facilities that are used for community use.
Rec. 4 | Preserve the option of returning converted schools back to schools if
the need arises due to changing demographics.
Rec. 5| Maintain school playing fields for City recreational use.
Rec. 6 | Work with the Montgomery County Board of Education to ensure that
new gyms are adequate for the community’s use.
Rec. 7 | Support the County’s efforts to address the education needs of a
diverse population, especially language skills.
Rec. 8 | Encourage the viability of the local higher education institutions as a | Note: Nine colleges and universities (rather

key to providing resident workers with education required by the
companies in the area.

than two) currently use the Shady Grove
campus.
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Review of 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan
Chapter 7 - Community Facilities

Child and Adult Care Facilities

What is missing/comments:
e Update to reflect City-offered services in both areas.

Rec. 1 | Encourage adequate adult and child care facilities. Senior Commission and Senior Services staff
on-going work.
Rec. 2 | Ensure compatibility between surrounding land uses and adult and
child care facility(s).
Rec. 3 | Review the Zoning Ordinance regarding childcare restrictions. New Zoning Ordinance
Rec. 4 | Encourage health care facilities and hospitals to locate in the City.






