CITY OF ROCKVILLE PLANNING DIVISION
STAFF REPORT & RECOMMENDATION

January 21, 2009

SUBJECT:

FINAL RECORD PLAT: PLT2009-00493
Plat of Subdivision, Lot 1
Fallsmead Elem. School

APPLAICANT: Montgomery Co. Public Schools

C/o Mary Pat Wilson
Division of Construction
2096 Gaither Road
Rockville, Maryland 20850
PROPERTY
LOCATION: Fallsmead Elementary School
1800 Greenplace Terrace
Rockville, Maryland 20850
DATE FILED: September 5, 2008
PROPERTY DESCRIPTON:
Size: 8.9342 acres (389,175 square feet)
Zone: R-150 (Medium Density Residential) Zone

Present Use: The subject property is home to Fallsmead Elementary School. In accordance with
previously approved Special Exception SPX2006-00367 and Use Permit USE2007-00706, the
applicant (Montgomery County Public Schools — MCPS) renovated/modernized approximately
2,292 square feet of existing floor space within the existing school and constructed a new one-
story addition approximately 16,622 square feet in size. Also in accordance with said application
approvals, MCPS implemented the following building and site improvements: a) expanded and
reconfigured staff and visitor site parking facilities, b) constructed a new on-site school bus
turnaround loop, c) installed new outdoor paved play areas, and d) removed modular classroom
buildings previously used prior to the noted school expansion and renovation. The purpose of
the renovation and new building addition was to enhance existing floor space and create new
classrooms and ancillary support space.

The subject school site is located on the southeast corner of Greenplace Terrace and Gerard
Street. The school’s mailing address is 1800 Greenplace Terrace. The school opened in 1974
and as noted is located on approximately 8.9 acres of land, zoned for R-150 (Medium Density
Residential) land usage. The site has vehicular access on both Greenplace Terrace and Gerard
Street. Single-family detached residential dwellings bound the school property to the north,
south, and west, and to the east the site abuts Rockmead Park. The school is located in the
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Rockshire residential subdivision. The school, after the expansion is approximately 67,470
square feet in size, and serves grades kindergarten to fifth (5™) grades.

STAFF COMMENTS: The subject final record plat is submitted as required via previously
approved Use Permit USE2007-00706. Under the final record plat as submitted, the applicant
proposes to consolidate the site’s two deeded parcels into a single record lot (See Exhibit 1).

The school renovation and expansion project was completed during the summer of 2008.

As noted at the time of the processing and approval of USE2007-00706, the building addition
and renovation project was as designed to provide classrooms for additional student enrollment,
eliminate modular/portable classroom buildings, and to add kindergarten classrooms for the all-
day kindergarten program. Other core facility and support space was also created, including art
and music rooms, a computer lab, and an expanded instructional media center. Other support
space for staff offices, storage rooms, and additional restrooms were also to be created.

As constructed, the school’s new and/or expanded parking facilities and new school bus loop are
accessed via Gerard Street or Greenplace Terrace respectively (See Exhibit 2). The proposed
bus turnaround that can only be accessed via Greenplace Terrace was designed to maintain
physical separation between the bus loop and the new expanded staff/visitor site parking lot to
the east. Such physical separation of the site’s new staff/visitor parking lot and the new bus
loop, are designed to ensure that school bus and service delivery vehicles do not interfere with or
pose a safety concern to the on-site traffic flow movement of staff/visitor passenger vehicles.

The school (at the time SPX2006-00367 was granted by the Board of Appeals) had a current
enrollment of 499 students and a staff of 50 employees (i.e., teachers, administrative and support
personnel, etc.). In accordance with MCPS’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2007-2012 Capital Improvements
Program, the school had a program capacity for 425 students. With the completion of the
planned building expansion/renovation project, the school’s program capacity was projected to
increase to 518 students and have an enrollment of 484 students at the beginning of the 2008-09
school year. Fallsmead Elementary School is located within MCPS’s Thomas S. Wootton
cluster.

Based on the information provided, staff finds the proposed record plat to be consistent with site
development plans for previously approved SPX2006-00367 and pending Use Permit USE2007-
00706.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval is recommended subject to the following
conditions:

1. All existing and proposed easements must be clearly shown and identified on the plat, i.e.,
stormwater management, public utilities, public improvements, storm drain and sanitary sewer,
and stormwater management access, forest conservation, etc.

2. The final corrected record plat must be submitted in an appropriate electronic format as
specified in Section 25-782(c)(d) and (e) of the City of Rockville Zoning Ordinance.
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3. The plat must be revised to make modifications/revisions as identified on Planning
Commission Exhibit “A”, on file in the Planning Division Office.

Note: The area of the Forest Conservation Easement was decreased from the approved Forest
Conservation Plan (FCP) due to the Public Utility Easement being added along Greenplace
Terrace. Thus, the FCP must be amended to reflect this and forest conservation credit made up
by this loss.

COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION PROCESS

Notification cards were sent to property owners within the subject site area, informing them of
the application request and pending Planning Commission meeting, and where the request will
be publicly heard and considered. A list of addresses is contained in the project’s application file
for public review and inspection.

fede

Attachment

Exhibit “1”* — Proposed Final Record Plat
Exhibit “2” — Site Plan -USE2007-00706
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