MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING NO. 31-19
Monday, September 9, 2019 – 7:00 PM
AGENDA
Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than those
indicated.
Any person who requires assistance in order to attend a city meeting should call the ADA
Coordinator at 240-314-8108.
7:00 PM 1.

Convene

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Agenda Review

7:05 PM 4.

City Manager's Report

7:10 PM 5.

Proclamation

7:20 PM 6.

A.

Proclamation Declaring September 2019 as National Recovery Month

B.

Proclamation Declaring September 2019 as National Preparedness
Month

Community Forum

Any member of the community may address the Mayor and Council for 3 minutes during
Community Forum. Unless otherwise indicated, Community Forum is included on the agenda
for every regular Mayor and Council meeting, generally between 7:00 and 7:30 pm. Call the
City Clerk/Director of Council Operation's Office at 240-314-8280 to sign up to speak in
advance or sign up in the Mayor and Council Chamber the night of the meeting.
7.

Mayor and Council's Response to Community Forum

8.

Mayor and Council Announcements

Mayor and Council

7:40 PM 9.

September 9, 2019

Consent
A.

Approval of Minutes

7:45 PM 10.

Public Hearing on FY 2021 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Application on Community Needs

7:50 PM 11.

Public Hearing on Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement
DRA2020-00001

8:10 PM 12.

Discussion and Instructions and Possible Adoption of a Resolution to
Approve, Enter into and Authorize the Execution of a Development Rights
and Responsibilities Agreement with 1500 Rockville Pike LLC, Rockville Pike
Holdings LLC, 1592 Rockville Pike LLC and Avissar-Diener, LLC, Petitioners

8:30 PM 13.

Rockville Economic Development Inc. Annual Written Report

8:50 PM 14.

City of Rockville Early Childhood Education

9:20 PM 15.

Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 8 of
the Rockville City Code Entitled "Elections," by Amending Section 8-78
Entitled "Contributions and Expenses and Persons Not Candidates" So as to
Delete the Provision Limiting the Total Contributions Allowed by a
Contributor in Any Election Cycle

9:30 PM 16.

Discussion, Instruction and Possible Introduction and Possible Adoption of an
Ordinance to Amend Chapter 8 of the Rockville City Code Entitled
"Elections," by Amending Sections 8-44 and 8-101 to Revise the Provisions on
Voter Assistance, to Establish Provisions Regulating Ballot Collecting, and to
Revise the Prohibited Practices Related to Mail-In and Absentee Ballots

9:50 PM 17.

Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 of the Rockville City Code
Entitled “Buildings and Building Regulations,” by Adopting with Certain
Additions, Deletions and Amendments to ICC International Building Code,
(2018 Edition), the ICC International Residential Code, (2018 Edition), the
NFPA 70 National Electrical Code (2017 Edition), the ICC International Energy
Conservation Code (2018 Edition), the ICC International Fuel Gas Code (2018
Edition), the ICC International Mechanical Code (2018 Edition), the ICC
International Plumbing Code (2018 Edition), the ICC International Existing

Mayor and Council

September 9, 2019

Building Code (2018 Edition), the ICC International Green Construction Code
(2015 Edition), and by Making Other Minor Technical Changes
10:00 PM 18.

Review and Comment - Mayor and Council Action Report
A.

19.

Review and Comment - Future Agendas
A.

20.
10:15 PM 21.

Action Report

Future Agendas

Old/New Business
Adjournment
Additional Information
A.

REDI Year End Council Report FY2019

The Mayor and Council Rules and Procedures and Operating Guidelines establish
procedures and practices for Mayor and Council meetings, including public hearing
procedures. They are available at: http://www.rockvillemd.gov/mcguidelines.

5.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation
Department: City Manager's Office
Responsible Staff: Jenny Kimball

Subject
Proclamation Declaring September 2019 as National Recovery Month

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council read, approve and present the proclamation to
Kirk Knight, the President and Founder of the Knight Foundation.

Discussion
The Mayor and Council established the Rockville Goes Purple initiative on September 24, 2018.
The goal of the initiative is to increase awareness of the opioid crisis, and provide education
and resources to prevent future opioid addiction and overdose in the Rockville community. On
August 22, 2019, the Mayor and Council received a presentation on the Rockville Goes Purple
initiative during FY 2019. The activities included various community outreach efforts and
events, including:
•
•
•
•

Prevention Starts with All: The Chris Herren Story
Opioid Panel Discussion and Narcan Training
Knowing the Risks of Opioids Senior Education Forum
Opioid Spoon Project Honor Tour

On August 29, Rockville participated in the Montgomery County International Overdose
Awareness Day resource fair and vigil. In addition, all of the Rockville City Police Department
officers were provided with two doses of Narcan and Narcan administration training.
The City will recognize National Recovery Month with the proclamation, a display of purple
lights to increase awareness, and a partnership with the Knight Foundation to host the Race 4
Recovery on September 29th in Rockville Town Square. Planning for additional Rockville Goes
Purple activities during FY20 is underway.

Mayor and Council History
This is the first time that the Mayor and Council have proclaimed September as National
Recovery Month.
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Attachments
Attachment 5.A.a:

2019 National Recovery Month Proclamation

(PDF)
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Attachment 5.A.a: 2019 National Recovery Month Proclamation (2696 : Proclamation Declaring September 2019 as National Recovery Month)

5.A.a
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5.B

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Niles Anderegg

Subject
Proclamation Declaring September 2019 as National Preparedness Month

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council read, approve, and present the proclamation to
Dr. Mark Landahl, Emergency Manager, Rockville Police Department.

Discussion
National Preparedness Month (NPM), recognized each September, provides an opportunity to
remind us that we all must prepare ourselves and our families now and throughout the year.
The theme for the 2019 NPM is: Prepared, Not Scared
Take time to learn or enhance your lifesaving skills such as taking classes in CPR and first aid.
Attend a Stop the Bleed training, Citizen Response to Active Shooter Events class, and Opioid
Overdose Response training. Check your insurance policies and coverage for the hazards you
may face, such as floods, earthquakes, and tornadoes. Make sure to consider the costs
associated with disasters and save for an emergency. Also, know how to take practical safety
steps like shutting off water and gas in your home and workplace. Make a plan at home with
your family and become familiar with your workplace plan.
The many disasters that our nation has endured over the last several years, including
devastating hurricanes, wildfires, and active shooting events remind us of the importance of
preparing for disasters. Often, we will be the first ones in our communities to take action after
a disaster strikes and before first responders arrive, so it is important to prepare in advance to
help yourself and your community. Remember that you are the help until the help arrives; be
prepared, not scared.
•
•
•
•

Be Informed, Plan Ahead, and Take Action are the core activities of preparedness; Sign
up for City of Rockville’s Alert Rockville System
Use the ready.org website to build a family plan and practice it
Build a disaster supply kit
Attend training to enhance your knowledge and skills
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Preparing your family for an emergency can start as simple as a conversation over dinner; don’t
wait. For more information, go to https://www.ready.gov/september.

Mayor and Council History
This is the third time this agenda item has come before the Mayor and Council.

Attachments
Attachment 5.B.a:

2019 National Preparedness Month (PDF)
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Attachment 5.B.a: 2019 National Preparedness Month (2785 : Proclamation Declaring September 2019 as National Preparedness Month)
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9.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Consent
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Sara Taylor-Ferrell

Subject
Approval of Minutes

Recommendation
To approve the following minutes:
December 17, 2018 2018 - Regular (Meeting No. 43-18)
January 7, 2019 - Regular (Meeting No. 01-19)
January 15, 2019 - Regular (Meeting No. 03-19)
March 4, 2019 - Regular (Meeting No. 10-19)
March 25, 2019 - Regular (Meeting No. 14-19)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Public Hearing
Department: Planning & Development Services
Responsible Staff: Asmara Habte

Subject
Public Hearing on FY 2021 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application on
Community Needs

Recommendation
1. Receive a brief staff presentation on the upcoming CDBG funding cycle and application
process;
2. Conduct a public hearing on community needs; and
3. Hold the public record open until September 30, 2019.

Discussion
Each year, the City of Rockville receives federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds
through a cooperative agreement with Montgomery County. CDBG funds must be used for housing and
community development projects that primarily benefit low- and moderate-income persons or
neighborhoods. It is anticipated that Rockville will receive approximately $260,000 in CDBG funding for
federal Program Year 46, which is FY 2021.
In recent years, the Mayor and Council has targeted funds to capital improvements and physical
improvements (public or social services are not funded) and instituted a minimum grant amount of
$15,000 for outside agencies. Unless otherwise directed, the staff will continue this policy when
reviewing funding applications.
The City has focused much of its CDBG allocation to rehabilitating different types of housing. For
example, for the FY 2020 funding application to the County, the Mayor and Council
approved the following projects:
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Table 1. Proposed FY 2020 CDBG Fund Allocation

Agency

Scope of Work

Funding
Level

City of Rockville

Assist potential single-family applicants who may
seek repair services.

Cornerstone Montgomery

Assist Cornerstone Montgomery with the purchase
and installation of an emergency generator, and
with plumbing repairs and upgrades to correct
flooding issues.

$129,870

Housing Unlimited
310 Mannakee

Assist Housing Unlimited to undertake two projects
at two of its sites, including the renovation of the
bathrooms, kitchen, and painting of the common
area at its site located at 310 Mannakee Street.

$23,394

Rockville Housing
Enterprises (RHE)

Assist RHE to replace the roof at six units at its
public housing sites, including the David Scull
community.

$37,200

TOTAL

$72,536

$263,000

The chart below shows CDBG allocations for the past five grant years (Federal Program Years 41 to 45).
Chart 1. CDBG Allocation by Use

Source: City of Rockville, CPDS, 2019
*Anticipated award amount
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This public hearing is a prerequisite to applying for CDBG funds. The purpose of the public hearing is to
obtain public input on community needs and priorities. The applicants and their applications for CDBG
funds should be focused on these community needs and priorities. The application period for external
agencies began on July 15, 2019. Applications for funding are due to the City of Rockville on September
16, 2019.
After reviewing and scoring submitted applications, staff will recommend the use of the CDBG funds to
the Mayor and Council for consideration and approval in November. The City's funding application will
reflect the Mayor and Council’s decisions and is due to Montgomery County by December 31, 2019, with
funding becoming available in the fall of 2020.
Community Needs
Federal guidelines require that CDBG activities be responsive to community needs. The section below is
a summary of Rockville’s population trends and housing needs.
Demographic and Other Characteristics Affecting Housing Needs and Trends
• Between 2019 and 2040, Rockville’s population is projected to increase from approximately
69,000 residents to approximately 82,000 residents, who would be housed in approximately
10,000 new housing units.
Below is a graphic illustration of the City’s historic and projected population and household growth.

Chart 2. Projected Population and Household Growth

Sources: City of Rockville, CPDS, 2018; U.S. Census (Vintage 2015 Population Estimates and Intercensal Population Estimates) and
and MWCOG (Round 9.0); U.S. Census Bureau. Historical Decennial Census; City of Rockville, 2018.
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•

Rockville’s population is aging, resulting in a need for different types of senior housing for
residents who want to remain in Rockville in retirement. Below is a graphic illustration of the
City’s current and projected population by age cohort.

Chart 3. Age Distribution

Source: City of Rockville, CPDS, 2018

•

2017 Census data shows Rockville’s area median household income to be $101,7441.

•

2017 Census data shows that 7.3% of the City population lives below the federal poverty line.
The percentage is higher for some groups — 10.8% for seniors and 16.3 % for female-headed
households with children under 18.

•

Over 70% of the student body at one Rockville elementary school receives Free and Reduced
Priced Meals (FARMs)2, indicating that there are neighborhoods with higher concentrations of
low-income households.

•

Rockville anticipates that over 30,000 new jobs will be added between 2019 and 2040; most will
be office jobs.

•

The City is primarily built out. Future new development will occur through redevelopment of
existing sites. This makes it very challenging to find available land within or immediately outside
of Rockville City limits that would accommodate single-family development.

Housing Characteristics3
•

There are approximately 26,000 total housing units.

•

Of the total housing units, 95.8% of the are occupied.

•

Of the occupied units, 60% are owner-occupied and 40% are renter-occupied.

Source: 2018 Census. https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/rockvilleCitymaryland#viewtop
Source: Montgomery County Public Schools, 2018.
3 https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
1
2
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•

Approximately 2,500 units are affordable (existing housing stock with or without income
restrictions) for moderate- or low-income households.

•

Over half of the housing stock was built between 1950 and 1980, and another 23% of the stock
was built between 1990 and the present.

•

Nearly 49% of renters and 43% of homeowners spend more than 30% of household income on
rent or mortgage payments.

•

The City of Rockville has one of the highest average rents in the County. The average monthly
rent in Rockville was $1,802 in 2016 compared to a Montgomery County average of $1,647.

•

The median home value in 2016 was $499,400 compared to $460,100 for Montgomery County.

Housing Needs
•

With Rockville’s high cost of housing, there is an ongoing need for more affordable and
workforce housing. This is demonstrated by the percentage of households with housing cost
burdens — households paying 30% or more of their gross income on mortgage/rent and
utilities. Below is an illustration of percent of households who are cost-burdened by income
levels.

Chart 4. Percent of Cost Burdened Households

•

There are currently about 800 rental units and approximately 400 homeownership units in the
Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit (MPDU) program in the City. The City received 638 rental
MPDU applications during FY 2019.

•

An aging population of homeowners on fixed incomes often cannot afford regular maintenance
or to address emergency repairs in older single-family homes. About 2,500 households with
members 65 and older are living in units that were constructed before 1970.

•

Twelve (12) households are currently on the waiting list for CDBG Single-Family Rehabilitation
assistance; over the past three grant application cycles, the City has dedicated a larger portion
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of its CDBG funding to the program to address the needs on the waiting list than it did in prior
years.
•

Rockville has a high demand for low-income housing through Rockville Housing Enterprises
(RHE), the City’s Public Housing Authority.
•

RHE manages 105 public housing (David Scull and scattered site) units and 3,524 households
are on the waitlist for these units

•

RHE manages 414 rental vouchers and 4,458 households are on the waitlist for these
subsidies.

Federal Requirements
Eligible CDBG activities are governed by federal regulations and requirements. Federal environmental
review, federal labor standards (i.e., prevailing or Davis-Bacon wages) and compliance, lead-based paint
regulations, and fair housing requirements may apply depending on the activity proposed. Staff will
assist applicants in understanding which, if any, of these requirements will apply to the project.

Mayor and Council History
This is the first time in this funding cycle that this item has been brought before the Mayor and Council.
The funding application and public hearing announcement was e-mailed to civic associations,
homeowners associations, and community organizations, and notification was posted on the City's
website on July 25th and 29th. Public notice announcing the public hearings was published in
the Washington Post on August 23rd and 29th, 2019. As requested by the Mayor and Council in previous
years, the City hosted its second annual Housing Providers Forum, where housing providers were
notified of the upcoming funding cycle, and provided with information on application submission
process and requirements.

Next Steps
Funding applications from housing providers are due to the City on September 16, 2019. Applications
are reviewed and scored by a cross-departmental staff review committee, which makes funding
recommendations to the Mayor and Council. Staff anticipates returning to the Mayor and Council in
November with a recommendation. Staff anticipates submitting the grant application to the County in
December following the Mayor and Council approval of the application.
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Public Hearing
Department: PDS - Zoning Review & Other
Responsible Staff: Jim Wasilak

Subject
Public Hearing on Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement DRA2020-00001

Recommendation
Hold public hearing on the proposed DRRA

Discussion
Under the authority of the Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, a local
government is authorized to enact a law to establish procedures and requirements for the
consideration and execution of a Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement (DRRA).
A DRRA is an agreement between a person having an interest in real property and the local
government to establish the conditions under which the development may proceed.
DRRA Ordinance
On April 8, 2019, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance No. 10-19, which added Chapter
7.5, Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements to the City Code. The purpose of the
new chapter is to provide an additional technique for land development consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan that provides certainty and stability for developers of projects that have an
extended build-out period. The primary component of the DRRA is that certain development
regulations of the City are “frozen” upon execution of the DRRA, allowing a project to complete
construction based on the standards in effect at the time of the DRRA execution. A DRRA does
not prevent compliance with laws or regulations enacted after the DRRA agreement, if such
laws or regulations are essential to ensure the public health, safety or welfare.
Per the City’s ordinance, a proposed DRRA is referred to the Planning Commission for a
determination on whether the proposed agreement is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.
The Mayor and Council must hold a public hearing, and determine whether to enter into the
DRRA, either as submitted or with amendments. The Mayor and Council may also decline to
enter into the DRRA. A DRRA is approved by resolution of the Mayor and Council, along with an
authorization to the City Manager to enter into the agreement.
Proposed DRRA
A petition to enter into a DRRA, which is attached to this Staff Report as Attachment A, was

Packet Pg. 17

11

filed by the developer for the Twinbrook Quarter Project Plan (PJT2018-00011). The petition
included a proposed draft of the DRRA. City staff from multiple departments have reviewed
and discussed the proposed DRRA, resulting in the draft DRRA which is attached to this Staff
Report as Attachment B.
The draft agreement is comprised of articles on a particular topic and includes a series of
definitions that apply within the agreement, as well as a restatement of key aspects of the
Project Plan approval (Resolution No. 7A-19). Foremost among these is the Champion Project
designation by the Mayor and Council, having determined that the Project Plan met the criteria
by providing open space, employment opportunities, and vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle
safety measures well in excess of minimum requirements.
The DRRA also outlines public improvements that will be constructed by the developer in
association with the project development. These include mitigation of sewer capacity
deficiencies outlined in the Water and Sewer Authorization (WSA) for the project. One such
improvement required by the WSA is significant to both the project and the City, and will be
covered by an Implementation Agreement, as specified in the draft DRRA. Because this
improvement is critical to the project’s infrastructure, as well as for sewer capacity for other
projects in the South Pike area, the agreement specifies outcomes based on whether the City or
the developer undertakes the improvement, and the related deadlines for construction of the
improvement. These provisions are not part of the Project Plan approval but are requirements
that are imposed on the developer by the DRRA.
The DRRA is proposed to be effective for the same period of time as the Project Plan PJT201800011, which was 30 years from the date of adoption of Resolution No. 7A-19, which would be
April 29, 2049.
Article VII of the proposed DRRA lists the effect of the agreement with regard to the City’s
development laws, which is to “freeze” them in place as they exist at the time of execution of
the DRRA, so that the project may be developed under the same set of laws during its extended
build-out. These include the Zoning Ordinance and related documents such as the APFS
(Adequate Public Facilities Standards), as well as development-related chapters of City Code,
including those related to stormwater management, erosion and sediment control, moderatelypriced dwelling units, forest and tree preservation, and sewer and water service, among others.
The City and developer have agreed that any changes to Chapter 5, Buildings and Building
Regulations, would apply to the project, as these amendments relate directly to the public
health, safety and welfare.
The proposed DRRA includes a provision that allows the City to apply laws that are enacted
after the DRRA is in place if they are essential to ensuring the public health, safety or welfare.
There is also a provision that allows for changes to development laws enacted after the
effective date of the DRRA to apply to the project by written mutual consent of both parties.
For example, staff and the applicant have discussed the applicability of the pending Zoning Text
Amendment for sign regulation. The developer has agreed that the new regulations, provided
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that they are adopted in substantial conformance with the current draft, should apply to the
project, rather than the existing regulations being “frozen.”
Major amendments that are approved by the Mayor and Council and increase the amount of
vehicle trips beyond the trip cap limitation contained within the Project Plan resolution, or
increase the amount of development beyond the amount approved by the Mayor and Council
in the original Project Plan, will be subject to the development laws in effect at the time of the
amendment approval. Minor amendments to the Project Plan that do not exceed either of
those limitations would be governed by the provisions of the DRRA.
The DRRA clearly states that the agreement “vests” the development project under the laws in
effect at the time of the agreement, but does not relieve the developer of any approvals that
are required by the City’s development laws or those of any other governmental authority that
may apply. The DRRA also addresses the effects of a potential future moratorium on the
development by stating that a moratorium that impacts the active development of the property
will cause the agreement to be extended by one day for each day that the moratorium is in
effect, with a corresponding extension of any deadline for constructing public improvements.
Consistency with Master Plan
It is the role of the Planning Commission to determine whether the proposed DRRA is
consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The Commission made this determination at its
August 7 meeting, based on the following considerations.
The Mayor and Council approved Project Plan 2018-00011 for Twinbrook Quarter, and in doing
so, made the required finding that the project is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan.
Specifically, findings were made based on the recommendations of the 2016 Rockville Pike
Neighborhood Plan, as follows:
The application will not be in conflict with the Master Plan: The Property is
subject to the Rockville Pike Plan adopted by the Mayor and Council on August 1, 2016.
The Project Plan Application satisfies both the general corridor planning principles and
the principal land use recommendations for the Property identified in the recently
approved Rockville Pike Plan. The Property is located in the South Pike area of the
Rockville Pike Plan, which is recognized as having “the greatest potential to receive the
bulk of the population growth within the corridor, as well as a significant portion of the
City’s population growth, over the next few decades,” as well as “the most potential to
transform from a commercial suburban development pattern into an urban center,
complementing the Rockville Town Square to the north.” (p. 1-7). The Rockville Pike
Plan designates the portion of the Property between Halpine Road and Congressional
Lane (1580-1616 Rockville Pike) for Core (transit-oriented) land uses, while the portion
of the property north of Congressional Lane is designated for Corridor (mobilityoriented) land uses. The Property is designed to leverage the Property’s transit-oriented
location to allow for an active mixed-use redevelopment, which is consistent with the
Rockville Pike Plan “vision… for a livable, desirable, and economically vibrant
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environment defined by thoughtful urban design, multi-modal transportation, active
public spaces, and green spaces.” (p. 4-21).
As noted previously, the Project Plan also met the Champion Project criteria, which is found in
the Rockville Pike Neighborhood Plan, as well as the Zoning Ordinance. While the Project Plan
finding is that the project is not in conflict with the Plan, this project meets the more stringent
standard of being consistent with the Plan, in that it meets many of the recommendations
contained in the 2016 Rockville Pike Plan for development of this area.
The proposed DRRA is intended to facilitate implementation of the approved Project Plan
PJT2018-00011 for Twinbrook Quarter by permitting application of the City’s development laws
as they exist at the time of execution of the DRRA. This provides for consistency over time for
the City and developer. In return, the City is obtaining additional assurances related to the
buildout of the necessary sewer capacity improvements, as well as the additional assurance
that the Plan’s vision for this property and associated infrastructure will be implemented.

Mayor and Council History
On April 8, 2019, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance No. 10-19, which added Chapter
7.5, Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements, to the City Code. On April 29, 2019,
the Mayor and Council approved Resolution No. 7A-19, approving Project Plan PJT2018-00011
for the Twinbrook Quarter project. This is the first time the proposed DRRA for the Twinbrook
Quarter project has been before the Mayor and Council.

Public Notification and Engagement
The public hearing was advertised in the Washington Post, as required by Chapter 7.5 of the
City Code.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed DRRA at its meeting of August 7, 2019, and
found it to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, specifically the 2002 Comprehensive
Master Plan and the 2016 Rockville Pike Neighborhood Plan, as noted previously.

Next Steps
The Mayor and Council will discuss the draft DRRA and the testimony at the public hearing once
the public hearing concludes. A draft resolution to approve and enter into the DRRA will be
prepared by Staff. If any changes need to be made to the draft DRRA, the Mayor and Council
should provide instructions to staff during D&I.

Attachments
Attachment 11.a:
Attachment 11.b:

Attach A - Petition
(PDF)
Attach B - Draft DRRA (PDF)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.a: Attach A - Petition (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)

11.b

Packet Pg. 40

Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)

11.b

Packet Pg. 42

Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)

11.b

Packet Pg. 48

Attachment 11.b: Attach B - Draft DRRA (2767 : Public Hearing on DRRA)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Discussion, Instructions and Possible Adoption
Department: PDS - Zoning Review & Other
Responsible Staff: Jim Wasilak

Subject
Discussion and Instructions and Possible Adoption of a Resolution to Approve, Enter into and
Authorize the Execution of a Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement with 1500
Rockville Pike LLC, Rockville Pike Holdings LLC, 1592 Rockville Pike LLC and Avissar-Diener, LLC,
Petitioners

Recommendation
Discuss the results of the public hearing and provide instructions to staff. Consider possible
adoption of resolution to approve the proposed DRRA and authorize the City Manager to
execute the proposed DRRA.

Discussion
A public hearing on the proposed DRRA will be held immediately prior to this agenda item. The
Mayor and Council should discuss the proposed DRRA and the testimony from the public
hearing.
Section 7.5-7(b) of the City Code provides that:
After the public hearing, the Mayor and Council may (i) enter into the
proposed agreement as submitted; (ii) enter into the proposed agreement
with amendments; or (iii) decline to enter into an agreement. If the Mayor
and Council choose to enter into an agreement, the Mayor and Council must
adopt a resolution that approves the agreement and authorizes the City
Manager to execute the agreement on behalf of the Mayor and Council.
Attached to this Staff Report is a draft resolution, which contains the proposed DRRA as Exhibit
A. If the Mayor and Council want to enter into in the DRRA as proposed, the Mayor and Council
should adopt the attached resolution which approves the agreement and authorizes the City
Manager to execute the DRRA.
If the Mayor and Council want amendment to be made to the agreement, those amendments
should be discussed, and staff given instructions on what amendments should be made.
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Mayor and Council History
On April 8, 2019, the Mayor and Council adopted Ordinance No. 10-19, which added Chapter
7.5, Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreements, to the City Code. On April 29, 2019,
the Mayor and Council approved Resolution No. 7A-19, approving Project Plan PJT2018-00011
for the Twinbrook Quarter project. The Mayor and Council held a public hearing on the
proposed DRRA immediately prior to this agenda item.

Public Notification and Engagement
The public hearing was advertised in the Washington Post, as required by Chapter 7.5 of the
City Code.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed DRRA at its meeting of August 7, 2019 and
found it to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, specifically the 2002 Comprehensive
Master Plan and the 2016 Rockville Pike Neighborhood Plan, as noted previously.

Next Steps
If the Mayor and Council do not adopt the proposed resolution, staff will bring back a resolution
for adoption at a later date in accordance with any instructions provided by the Mayor and
Council.

Attachments
Attachment 12.a:

Attach A - Resolution (PDF)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Presentation and Discussion
Department: City Manager's Office
Responsible Staff: David Levy

Subject
Rockville Economic Development Inc. Annual Written Report

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council receive the attached written report and hold a
discussion with REDI staff and board representatives.

Discussion
Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) receives funds from the City of Rockville to
promote economic development in Rockville, based on an agreement that requires both parties
to fulfill certain obligations. One of those obligations is that REDI submit “a written report
summarizing the operations and activities of REDI during the previous fiscal year submitted by
August 30 of each year.” REDI staff met that deadline through an August 28, 2019 transmittal to
the City Manager of the attached report (Attachment A), which is entitled “Rockville Economic
Development, Inc. (REDI) FY2019 Final Report.”
The report is signed by REDI’s Board Chair Paul Newman and Executive Director Cynthia
Stewart. Representatives from REDI, including Ms. Stewart, will be at the September 9, 2019
Mayor and Council meeting to discuss the report with the Mayor and Council.

Mayor and Council History
The current agreement between REDI and the Mayor and Council was initiated on July 1, 2016,
with a termination of June 30, 2019. The agreement has been amended four times, most
recently on July 15, 2019, to extend the term of the agreement to June 30, 2020.
The Mayor and Council have received reports from REDI for many years, including the annual
written report as required under this agreement and preceding agreements.
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Boards and Commissions Review
REDI’s Board of Directors approved the attached written report at its monthly board meeting
on August 23, 2019.

Next Steps
Staff will return to the Mayor and Council in the spring of 2020 with a proposed new
agreement, for the Mayor and Council’s review and adoption.

Attachments
Attachment 13.a:

REDI FY2019 Final Report

(PDF)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Discussion and Instructions
Department: Recreation & Parks
Responsible Staff: Andrew Lett

Subject
City of Rockville Early Childhood Education

Recommendation
Discuss City of Rockville's role in Early Childhood Education

Discussion
On April 1, 2019, the Mayor and Council requested to discuss the City’s provision of early
childhood education and childcare services. Including the history of the current program,
community needs for services, providers in the market, and expansion to additional Rockville
locations.
History of Montrose Discovery Preschool
● The Montrose Recreation Building was completed in September of 1969.
● The City of Rockville’s Preschool School program at Montrose was established in the
mid-1970s.
● The program started as two mornings a week, which was typical of pre-school programs
at the time. The original program took up to 12 students, ages three and four years old.
● Montrose Community Center building was half the size it is now.
● In November of 1988, a building renovation expanded the structure to its current size.
● The Community Center expansion added a new classroom that was typically used to
offer different recreation classes/programs, while the original room continued to hold
the pre-school.
● In the late 1990s, demand for pre-school programs grew and demand for recreation
classes waned, the City responded and started using both classrooms for pre-school.
One class ran from 9:00 a.m. to noon and the other from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
● Montrose Discovery, the five days a week program, has been licensed by the state for
over 25 years.
● Since 2008 the City has been offering a full-day program from 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. to
meet the needs of working parents.
● There are 11 different languages spoken by students at the pre-school.
● Over 80% of the students at Montrose Discovery speak English as a second language.
Community Needs for Services
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Approximately 6.8% of Rockville’s population is under the age of 5 years old compared to 6.3%
of Montgomery County’s demographics. To meet the needs of the community, Montgomery
County announced plans in March of 2019 which it hopes will help more low-income families to
have access to childcare and receive the early education benefits of pre-school. The Early Care
and Education Initiative has a goal of creating close to 600 additional seats for infants, toddlers,
and preschoolers in the county. Four hundred of those seats will come by helping to train 50
future child-care operators, including those who would operate facilities in their home.
According to the Montgomery County Early Care and Education Initiative, “These programs are
critical in giving Montgomery County’s young children a future of opportunity. Many of the
County’s families struggle to afford high-quality care and education and need assistance with
paying for childcare. Montgomery County is home to over 76,000 children under the age of six,
accounting for 7 percent of the total County population. Four out of ten of Montgomery
County’s youngest children (approximately 30,000 children) are economically vulnerable, living
below 300 percent of the federal poverty level (or below $83,082 for a family of four). Nearly
half of these children are non-white, and an estimated 28 percent have at least one parent or
guardian who speaks a language other than English at home.”
Childcare cost has a high impact on many families in Montgomery County. The Maryland Child
Care Resource Network, “Child Care Demographics 2019” report states that the estimated
current median family income in Montgomery is $126,5876. A family of four that included a
couple and two children ages 0-23 months and 2-5 years can be expected to have the following
yearly household expenses:
Expense
Child Care
Infant1
Pre-schooler2

Cost
$ 32,721
$17,713.28
$15,007.72

% of Income
25.9%

Food

$ 10,602

8.4%

Housing

$ 29,976

23.7%

Taxes

$ 33,762

26.7%

Total

$107,061

84.6%

To assist qualifying families, Montgomery County Government offers residents two subsidy
programs that provide a voucher for childcare needs. The programs include, “The Working
Parents Assistance Program (WPA)” and “The Maryland Child Care Subsidy Program (CCS).”
Residents can contact Montgomery County Child Care Subsidy Programs (240-777-1155) for
assistance.
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For the 2019-2020 school year, both classes at Montrose Discovery are full and the 8:00 a.m.6:00 p.m. program has a waiting list of 10 students.
Providers in Early Childhood Education
Providers of Early Childhood Education centers include corporate childcare providers, small
businesses, religious organizations, non-profits, the federal government, and local government.
Within two miles of Montrose Discovery, there are 36 childcare facilities and 31 family care
providers that cater to 3 and 4-year-olds. MCPS offers 111 Pre-kindergarten classes and 34
Head Start classes throughout the county.

Expansion to additional Rockville locations
With instruction from Mayor and Council, staff will explore the most viable facilities and
programming options to potentially expand the City’s offerings of early childhood education
and childcare services.

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council have held previous discussions over the provision of childcare over the
past few decades.

Next Steps
With Mayor and Council direction staff with move forward with their instructions.
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Introduction and Possible Adoption
Department: City Attorney's Office
Responsible Staff: Debra Yerg Daniel

Subject
Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 8 of the Rockville City
Code Entitled "Elections," by Amending Section 8-78 Entitled "Contributions and Expenses and
Persons Not Candidates" So as to Delete the Provision Limiting the Total Contributions Allowed
by a Contributor in Any Election Cycle

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council introduce the attached ordinance.
If the Mayor and Council wish to proceed with adoption of the ordinance at the same meeting,
the ordinance should first be introduced and then a motion should be made to waive the
layover period. If the motion to waive the layover period is approved by an affirmative vote of
four or more members of the Mayor and Council, a motion to adopt the ordinance may then
proceed.

Change in Law or Policy (remove this section if not needed)
The ordinance would amend Chapter 8 of the City Code entitled “Elections” (the “Election
Code”).

Discussion
The City Clerk’s Office recently received an inquiry from a resident inquiring about the validity
of a provision in the Election Code. Section 8-78(d) of the Election Code states that a person’s
total contributions to all candidates or campaign committees during an election cycle may not
exceed $2,000.00.
In McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission, the Supreme Court of the United States decided
that aggregate contribution limits are invalid under the First Amendment. Based on the
McCutcheon decision, the $2,000.00 aggregate contribution limit contained in Section 8-78(d)
of the Election Code is unconstitutional, and the City would not be able to enforce it.
The City Attorney’s Office recommends that Section 8-78 of the Election Code be amended to
remove the unconstitutional provisions. Subsections (d) and (e) each need to be amended to
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remove references to the aggregate contribution limits. A draft ordinance is included as
Attachment A.
While the aggregate contribution limit is not enforceable, the contribution limit of $1,000.00 to
any single candidate or campaign committee is still a valid provision and enforceable. Under
the McCutcheon decision, a person may make unlimited aggregate contributions to all
candidates or campaign committees but the contributions to any one candidate or campaign
committee may not exceed $1,000.00.
The State of Maryland has a similar law in the Election Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland that limits the aggregate contributions of a person during an election cycle. When
the McCutcheon decision was issued by the Supreme Court of the United States, the Maryland
State Board of Elections issued guidance that the State Board of Elections would not seek to
enforce the aggregate contribution limit because it was unconstitutional.

Mayor and Council History
This is the first time this item has been presented to the Mayor and Council.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Board of Supervisors of Elections (Board) discussed the proposed amendments at its
August 26, 2019 meeting. The Board recommends eliminating the aggregate contribution limit.

Next Steps
If the Mayor and Council do not move to waive the layover period and adopt the ordinance,
staff will bring the ordinance back for Mayor and Council action at a later date.

Attachments
Attachment 15.a:

Attach A - Ord.-Ch. 8 Elections (delete aggregate limit)

(PDF)
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Ordinance No. ____

ORDINANCE:

To amend Chapter 8 of the Rockville City
Code entitled “Elections” by amending
Section 8-78 entitled “Contributions and
expenses of persons not candidates” so as to
delete the provision limiting the total
contributions allowed by a contributor in
any election cycle

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, that Chapter
8 of the Rockville City Code entitled “Elections” be amended by amending Section 7-78 entitled
“Contributions and expenses of persons not candidates” to read as follows:

CHAPTER 8. ELECTIONS
***
ARTICLE IV. FAIR ELECTION PRACTICES
***
Division 2. Campaign Financing
***
Sec. 8-78. - Contributions and expenses of persons not candidates.
***
(d)

(e)

Limit of contributions. It is unlawful for any individual, association, unincorporated
association, corporation, or any other entity, either directly or indirectly, to contribute in any
election cycle any money or thing of value greater than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) to
any single candidate or campaign committee or to contribute money in excess of one hundred
dollars ($100.00) except by check, except that contributions may be made by any electronic
method provided said contribution is recorded by the Treasurer and a receipt is provided to
the contributor and a copy of the receipt is maintained by the Treasurer. Total contributions
by a contributor to various campaign committees and candidates in any election cycle under
this subsection shall not exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00).
Transfer of funds.
(1)

The following types of transfers are exempt from the limitations limitation of one
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) set forth in subsection
(d) of this section:
a.

From one (1) candidate's treasurer to another candidate's treasurer;

b.

From the treasurer of a campaign committee to the treasurer of another campaign
committee;

Attachment 15.a: Attach A - Ord.-Ch. 8 Elections (delete aggregate limit) (2814 : Chapter 8 Amend (Aggregate Limit))
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(2)

-2-

c.

From a candidate's treasurer to the treasurer of a campaign committee;

d.

From the treasurer of a campaign committee to a candidate's treasurer.

No transfer of any kind, in any amount, is permitted if it is intended to conceal the true
identity of the actual contributor or the identity of the intended recipient.

***
NOTE:

Strikethrough indicates material deleted
Underlining indicates material added

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance adopted by the
Mayor and Council at its meeting of

______________________________________
Sara Taylor Ferrell, City Clerk/ Director of
Council Operations

Attachment 15.a: Attach A - Ord.-Ch. 8 Elections (delete aggregate limit) (2814 : Chapter 8 Amend (Aggregate Limit))

Ordinance No. ___

Packet Pg. 116

16

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: D & I, Possible Introduction & Possible Adoption
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff:

Subject
Discussion, Instruction and Possible Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to
Amend Chapter 8 of the Rockville City Code Entitled "Elections," by Amending Sections 8-44 and
8-101 to Revise the Provisions on Voter Assistance, to Establish Provisions Regulating Ballot
Collecting, and to Revise the Prohibited Practices Related to Mail-In and Absentee Ballots

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council introduce the attached ordinance
If the Mayor and Council wish to proceed with adoption of the ordinance at the same meeting,
the ordinance should first be introduced and then a motion should be made to waive the
layover period. If the motion to waive the layover period is approved by an affirmative vote of
four or more members of the Mayor and Council, a motion to adopt the ordinance may then
proceed.

Change in Law or Policy
The ordinance, if adopted, would amend Chapter 8 of the City Code entitled “Elections.”

Discussion
The Mayor and Council directed the City Attorney to research how other jurisdictions handle
the issue of “ballot harvesting.” The phrase ballot harvesting is used to refer to the practice of
a person collecting mail-in or absentee ballots from registered voters and mailing them or
delivering them to an election official, and it is often used in a negative connotation. The act of
“harvesting” or collecting ballots, in and of itself, does not involve fraud and, as such, is
distinguishable from election fraud. Ballot collecting involves the act of taking a marked and
sealed ballot from a registered voter and delivering the ballot to the U.S. Postal Service, into a
ballot box, or to an election official. Election fraud involves the act of deliberately tampering
with a registered voter’s ballot. The tampering can take the form of failing to deliver the ballot
to opening a sealed ballot and marking the ballot for a different candidate. For additional
information on ballot harvesting in California and the fraud that was alleged to have taken
place in North Carolina, some articles on these matters are attached hereto as Attachment A.
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According to a February 27, 2019 report from the National Conference of State Legislators
(NCSL), 27 states and Washington, DC have laws that permit a mail-in or absentee ballot to be
returned by a designated agent, nine states permit a mail-in or absentee ballot to be returned
by the voter’s family and/or caregiver, one state requires an absentee ballot to be returned by
the voter in person or by mail, and 13 states do not have laws addressing the issue. Maryland
law permits ballot collecting by a duly authorized agent. The NCSL report is attached to this
Staff Report as Attachment B.
Of the states that have laws governing ballot collection, there is a wide variety of ways that
states regulate the collection of mail-in or absentee ballots. The attached NCSL report provides
a general overview of how each state regulates the collection and returning of mail-in or
absentee ballots.
Currently, the City does not have a law in place that addresses ballot collection. At the Mayor
and Council’s August 22, 2019 meeting, there was a brief discussion on the topic of ballot
collection during the Old/New Business portion of the meeting. At that time, the Mayor
proposed an amendment to Chapter 8, Article IV, Division 1 of the Fair Elections Practices
section of the City Code to include a new section with the following language:
No person may collect or transmit a mail-in ballot of another voter unless that person is:
a. An election official engaged in official duties;
b. An employee of the United States Postal Service; or
c. A family member, roommate or caregiver of said voter.
After researching how other states regulate ballot collection, the concept of ballot collection
was presented to the Board of Supervisors of Elections (Board) to get a recommendation on the
Mayor and Council’s proposal to regulate ballot collection.
At the Board’s August 26, 2019 meeting, the concept of ballot collecting and draft language,
which included the language proposed by the Mayor, was presented to and discussed by the
Board. The draft language reviewed and discussed by the Board is attached hereto as
Attachment C. At the end of the discussion, the Board voted unanimously to take an official
position that the Board did not support amending Chapter 8 to regulate ballot collecting for the
current election. The Board took this position after determining that the Board is generally not
opposed to allowing individuals to collect and return ballots on behalf of a registered voter.
The Board sees usefulness in the ability to allow a person to collect and return a ballot on
behalf of a registered voter – such as a situation where a neighbor or friend collects and drops a
ballot in the mail or delivers it to City Hall for another person. The Board noted that one of the
purposes of vote-by-mail is to encourage and enhance voter turnout, and the Board believes
that prohibiting or restricting the way a person may return a ballot could create an impediment
to that goal. Moreover, the Board believes that changes to the election law this close to the
election may confuse some registered voters and create more issues as the City transitions to
vote-by-mail.
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While the Board opposed enacting a law that regulates ballot collection for the current
election, the Board recognized that the Mayor and Council has indicated its intent to enact
amendments to the City’s Code to address ballot collecting and went on to discuss the specific
language in Attachment B and how ballot collecting should be regulated if the Mayor and
Council moves forward with amendments. It is the Board’s recommendation that ballot
collecting be allowed in the City. The Board further recommends that instead of listing
individuals who may collect ballots as set forth in Attachment B, the language should instead
set forth who is prohibited from collecting ballots such as candidates, treasurers, campaign
committee chairs or treasurers, and individuals at the direction of those individuals. In addition,
the Board recommended that an individual should not be allowed to be paid to collect ballots.
The Board also made minor amendments to the other language proposed in Attachment B.
Attached to this Staff Report as Attachment D is a draft ordinance that reflects the comments
and recommendations by the Board. The draft ordinance would revise the Chapter 8 of the City
Code as follow:
• Section 8-44 (Voter Assistance) would be revised to address ballot collecting. A new
subsection (2) would be enacted to prohibit ballot collecting by a candidate, treasurer,
campaign committee chair or treasurer, or any person at the direction of one of those
persons. For individuals that are allowed to collect ballots, the proposed law would
impose a requirement that an individual must (i) only accept ballots within a sealed
envelope; (ii) deliver the ballot to the City Clerk prior to the closing of the election polls;
and (iii) not be paid.
• Section 8-44 (Voter Assistance) would be further revised to clarify the current voter
assistance provision to state that any person assisting a voter must mark the ballot as
directed by the voter and that this section applies to mail-in ballots and absentee ballots
– which are still separately identified voting processes in the Election Code. In addition,
the title of the certification is updated to reflect the current title of the document.
• Section 8-101 (Prohibited practices) would be revised to further clarify prohibited
practices in the context of mail-in ballots. The revisions would make it a prohibited
practice to: (i) mark another person’s ballot (except as allowed by Section 8-44); (ii)
tamper with a sealed envelope; and (iii) violate the ballot collecting provisions.

Mayor and Council History
This is the first time this item has been presented to the Mayor and Council.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Board of Supervisors of Elections discussed the concept of ballot collecting at its August 26,
2019 meeting.
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Next Steps
If the Mayor and Council introduces the ordinance but does not waive the layover, the
ordinance will be brought back for possible adoption at a later Mayor and Council meeting.

Attachments
Attachment 16.a:
Attachment 16.b:
Attachment 16.c:
Attachment 16.d:

Attach A - Articles on Ballot Harvesting
(PDF)
Attach B - NCSL - Returning Absentee Ballots
(PDF)
Attach C - Election Code Amendments presented to BSE (PDF)
Attach D - Draft Ord - Ch. 8 "Elections" (ballot collecting) (PDF)
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Returning Absentee Ballots

2/27/2019

Introduction
An absentee ballot, sometimes referred to as a mail ballot or voteby-mail ballot, is typically returned through the postal service or
dropped o at an election o cial’s o ce by the absentee voter.
Sometimes, though, the voter may be unable to return the ballot in
person or get it to a postal facility in time for it to be counted. In
these cases, the voter may entrust the voted ballot to someone else
—an agent or designee—to return the ballot.
The chart below outlines state policies for who can return a voted ballot on behalf of an absentee
voter or any voter who has a mail ballot. In some states, this is limited to a family member, or there is
a restriction on candidates or campaign volunteers returning absentee ballots. Some states put limits
on the number of ballots one person may collect.
In summary:
Twenty-seven states and Washington, D.C., permit an absentee ballot to be returned by a
designated agent: Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia,
Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota,
Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, North Dakota, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia.
A “designated agent,” in this case, could include a family member, person of the voter’s
choosing, attorney, attendant care provider or anyone who has been designated by the voter.
Often the designee must be indicated in writing by the voter.
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Of these states, 12 limit the number of ballots an agent or designee may return:
Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia, Louisiana, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey,
North Dakota, South Dakota and West Virginia.
Nine states permit an absentee ballot to be returned by the voter’s family member: Arizona,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina and
Packet Pg. 133

16.b

Ohio.

Thirteen states do not address whether an agent or family member may return an absentee
ballot on behalf of a voter: Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Mississippi, New York, Oklahoma, Rhode
Island, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin and Wyoming.
Note that interpretations of what this means vary. In some states, this may mean absentee ballot
collection is generally accepted, and in others it may mean that this practice is not permitted.
Other restrictions states put on the collection of absentee ballots include:
In Arizona, it is a felony to knowingly collect voted or unvoted absentee ballots from another
person.
In California, a person designated to return a vote by mail ballot shall not receive any form of
compensation based on the number of ballots that the person returns.
In North Carolina, it is a felony for any person to take possession of any voter’s absentee ballot for
delivery or return, with an exception for a voter’s near relative or veri able legal guardian.
In North Dakota, no person may receive compensation, including money, goods or services, for
acting as an agent for an elector.
Texas prohibits the collection and storage of carrier envelopes for absentee ballots at another
location for subsequent delivery to the early voting clerk.
Maine, Maryland, Nebraska, New Jersey, North Dakota and South Carolina all specify that a
candidate for o ce or an individual working for a candidate may not serve as a designated agent.

State Statutes on Returning and Collecting Absentee Ballots

STATE

WHO CAN RETURN A BALLOT ON BEHALF OF
AN ABSENTEE OR MAIL VOTER

Alabama
Ala. Code § 1711-9

No one other than the absentee voter may
return their own ballot by mail or hand
delivery.

OTHER RESTRICTIONS ON
COLLECTING ABSENTEE
BALLOTS
No one other than the
absentee voter may return
their own ballot by mail or
hand delivery.
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One state speci es that an absentee ballot must be returned by the voter either in person or
by mail: Alabama.
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Alaska
Alaska Stat.
§ 15.20.081(a)
§ 15.20.072

A friend, relative or associate may transfer the
absentee ballot to the U.S. Postal Service or a
private commercial delivery service for delivery
to the division of elections. For those unable to
vote in person because of age, illness or
disability, a personal representative may pick
up, assist in marking and return an absentee
ballot.

Not speci ed.

Arizona
Ariz. Rev. Stat. §
16-1005

A family member, household member or
caregiver may return an absentee ballot on
behalf of a voter.

A person who knowingly
collects voted or unvoted
early ballots from another
person is guilty of a class 6
felony.

Arkansas
Ark. Code Ann. §
7-5-403

A designated bearer or authorized agent may
obtain an absentee ballot on behalf of another
voter and return it directly to the county clerk.
The designated bearer must show photo ID to
the county clerk and sign an oath both when
obtaining and returning an absentee ballot.

A designated bearer may
obtain absentee ballots for no
more than two voters per
election and shall not have
more than two absentee
ballots in his or her
possession at any time.

California
Election Code
§3017

A vote by mail voter who is unable to return
the ballot may designate another person to
return the ballot.

A person designated to return
a vote by mail ballot shall not
receive any form of
compensation based on the
number of ballots that the
person returns and an
individual, group, or
organization shall not provide
compensation on this basis.

Colorado
Colo. Rev. Stat §
1-7.5-107

Any person of the elector's own choice or to
any duly authorized agent of the county clerk
and recorder or designated election o cial
may be designated to mail or deliver a mail
ballot.

No person other than a duly
authorized agent of the
county clerk and recorder or
designated election o cial
may receive more than 10
mail ballots in any election for
mailing or delivery.
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Connecticut
C.G.S.A. § 9-140b

An absentee ballot may be returned by a
voter’s “designee,” which includes a person
who is caring for the applicant because of the
applicant's illness or physical disability,
including but not limited to, a licensed
physician or a registered or practical nurse; a
member of the applicant's family; or if no such
person consents or is available, then a police
o cer, registrar of voters, deputy registrar of
voters or assistant registrar of voters in the
municipality in which the applicant resides.

Not speci ed.

Delaware
Del. Code Title 15
§ 5507

Absentee voters must return their ballots by
U.S. mail, by delivering it, or “causing it to be
delivered” prior to the close of polls on Election
Day. There is no explicit provision for an agent
or designee to return an absentee ballot on
behalf of a voter.

Not speci ed.

District of
Columbia
D.C. Mun. Regs.
Tit. 3, § 722

A registered voter may apply for and return an
emergency ballot through an authorized agent
if the voter is unexpectedly unable to be
present at the polls due to an illness or
accident or the voter is serving on a
sequestered jury on Election Day.

Not speci ed.

Florida
Fl. Stat. Rev. §
101.051

Any elector applying to cast a vote by mail
ballot in the o ce of the supervisor, in any
election, who requires assistance to vote by
reason of blindness, disability, or inability to
read or write may request the assistance of
some person of his or her own choice, other
than the elector's employer, an agent of the
employer, or an o cer or agent of his or her
union, in casting his or her vote-by-mail ballot.

Not speci ed.
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Georgia
Ga. Code Ann., §
21-2-385

In the case of an elector who is con ned to a
hospital on the day of the election, a family
member or an individual residing in the
household a disabled elector may personally
deliver an absentee ballot on behalf of the
disabled elector. A physically disabled or
illiterate elector may receive assistance from
any elector who is quali ed to vote in the same
county or municipality, an attendant care
provider or a family member.

No person shall assist more
than 10 such electors in any
primary, election, or runo in
which there is no federal
candidate on the ballot.

Hawaii

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Idaho

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Illinois
10 ILCS 5/19-6
10 ILCS 5/19-13

A person authorized by the voter may return
an absentee ballot. If the ballot is from a
physically incapacitated elector an employee
or person under the direction of the facility in
which the voter is located may deliver to the
ballot. There is an authorization on the ballot
envelope naming and authorizing another
person to return the ballot.

Not speci ed.

Indiana
Ind. Code 3-1110-1

A member of the voter's household or a
person designated as the attorney for the
voter.

Not speci ed.

Iowa
Iowa Code §53.17

A voter may designate a person to deliver a
completed absentee ballot.

Not speci ed.

Kansas
Kan. Stat. Ann.
§25-1128

Upon written designation by the voter, a
person other than the voter may return an
absentee ballot. Any such person designated
by the voter shall sign a statement that such
person has not exercised undue in uence on
the voting decisions of the voter and agrees to
deliver the ballot as directed by the voter.

Not speci ed.

Kentucky
Ken. Rev. Stat.
§ 117.0863

Any person assisting another in voting by use
of absentee ballot shall complete a voter
assistance form.

Not speci ed.
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Louisiana
LSA-R.S. 18:1308

If delivered by other than the voter, a
commercial courier, or the U.S. Postal Service,
the registrar shall require that the person
making such delivery sign a statement,
prepared by the secretary of state, certifying
that he has the authorization and consent of
the voter to hand deliver the marked ballot.

No person except the
immediate family of the voter
shall hand deliver more than
one marked ballot to the
registrar.

Maine
21-A M.R.S.A
§753-B

Absentee ballot return by a third person is
permitted as long as the third person is not a
candidate or a member of a candidate’s
immediate family.

An absentee ballot may not
be issued to a third person
who has already been issued
ve absentee ballots for
voters in the municipality
until the third person has
returned one of those ballots.

Maryland
MD Code,
Election Law, § 9307

A quali ed applicant may designate a duly
authorized agent to pick up and deliver an
absentee ballot. An agent of the voter under
this section: must be at least 18 years old; may
not be a candidate on that ballot; shall be
designated in a writing signed by the voter
under penalty of perjury; and shall execute an
a davit under penalty of perjury that the
ballot was: delivered to the voter who
submitted the application; marked and placed
in an envelope by the voter, or with assistance
as allowed by regulation, in the agent's
presence; and returned to the local board by
the agent.

Not speci ed.

Massachusetts
M.G.L.A. 54 § 92

A family member may deliver an absentee
ballot on behalf of a voter.

Not speci ed.

Michigan
M.C.L.A. 168.764a

A member of the immediate family of the voter
or a person residing in the voter’s household
may deliver a ballot to the clerk for the voter.

Not speci ed.

Minnesota
Minn. Stat. Ann. §
203B.08

The voter may designate an agent to deliver in
person the sealed absentee ballot return
envelope to the county auditor or municipal
clerk or to deposit the return envelope in the
mail.

An agent may deliver or mail
the return envelopes of not
more than three voters in any
election.
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WHO CAN RETURN A BALLOT ON BEHALF OF
AN ABSENTEE OR MAIL VOTER

OTHER RESTRICTIONS ON
COLLECTING ABSENTEE
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Mississippi

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Missouri
V.A.M.S. 115.291

An absentee ballot may be returned in person
by a relative of the voter who is within the
second degree of consanguinity or a nity.

Not speci ed.

Montana
Mont. Code Ann.
§13-35-703
* This legislation
was enacted
after a
legislatively
referred ballot
measure was
passed in 2018

Individuals authorized to transmit ballots are:
an election o cial; a U.S. postal service worker
or other individual speci cally authorized by
law to transmit U.S. mail; a caregiver; a family
member; a household member; or an
acquaintance.

A person other than an
authorized individual may not
knowingly collect a voter's
voted or unvoted ballot. An
individual authorized to
collect a voter's ballot may
not collect and convey more
than six ballots.

Nebraska
Neb. Rev. St. §
32-943

An absentee voter may appoint an agent.

A candidate for o ce and any
person serving on a campaign
committee for such a
candidate shall not act as an
agent for any registered voter
requesting a ballot unless
such person is a member of
the registered voter's family.
No person shall act as an
agent for more than two
registered voters in any
election.

Nevada
Nev. Rev. Stat.
§293.353

It is unlawful for any person to return a mailing
ballot other than the registered voter to whom
the ballot was sent or, at the request of the
voter, a member of the family of that voter.

Not speci ed.

New Hampshire
N.H. Rev. Stat.
§657:17

A family member may return the ballot and
must complete a form and present a
government-issued photo ID or have his or her
identity con rmed by the city or town clerk.

Not speci ed.
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New Jersey
N.J. Stat. Ann.
§19:63-9, §19:6316

An authorized messenger may return the
ballot. The bearer certi es that he or she
received a mail-in ballot directly from the
voter, and no other person, and is authorized
to deliver the ballot to the appropriate board
of election or designee on behalf of the voter.

No person shall serve as an
authorized messenger for
more than three quali ed
voters in an election. No
person who is a candidate in
the election for which the
voter requests a mail-in ballot
shall be permitted to serve as
an authorized messenger or
bearer.

New Mexico
N.M. Stat. Ann. §
1-6-10.1

A voter, caregiver to that voter or member of
that voter's immediate family may deliver that
voter's absentee ballot to the county clerk in
person or by mail, provided that the voter has
subscribed the outer envelope of the absentee
ballot.

Not speci ed.

New York

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

North Carolina
N.C.G.S.A. §
163A-1298, §
163A-1310

A voter’s near relative or veri able legal
guardian may return an absentee ballot.

It is a class 1 felony for any
person to take into that
person’s possession for
delivery to a voter or for
return to a county board of
elections the absentee ballot
of any voter, except a voter’s
near relative or veri able
legal guardian.

North Dakota
ND Cent. Code §
16.1-07-08

An absentee voter may designate an agent.
The agent may not, at that time, be a candidate
for any o ce to be voted upon by the absent
voter. The agent must provide a signed, written
authorization from an applicant.

No person may receive
compensation, including
money, goods or services, for
acting as an agent for an
elector, nor may a person act
as an agent for more than
four electors in any one
election.

Ohio
R.C. § 3509.05

A family member of the absentee elector may
deliver the ballot.

Not speci ed.
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Oklahoma
26 Okl. Stat. Ann.
§ 14-108.1

Not speci ed.

Any voter who hand delivers
his or her ballot as provided
in subsection A of this section
shall provide proof of identity
to the county election board.
A notary public must witness
the absentee voter signing
the absentee ballot return
envelope. Notaries may not
notarize more than 20
absentee ballot a davits
without the written approval
of the election board.

Oregon
Ore. Rev. Stat.
§260.695,
§254.470

A person may return a ballot on behalf of
another voter.

A person may not attempt to
collect voted ballots within
any building in which any
state or local government
elections o ce designated for
the deposit of ballots is
located, or within 100 feet
measured radially from any
entrance to the building. A
person may not establish a
location to collect ballots
voted by electors unless: The
person prominently displays
at the location a sign stating:
“NOT AN OFFICIAL BALLOT
DROP SITE”; and the sign is
printed in all capital letters in
bold 50-point type.

Pennsylvania
25 P.S. § 3146

The voter may designate an authorized
representative in writing or if one is
unavailable, a deputy sheri may be used to
deliver and return an absentee ballot.

Not speci ed.

Rhode Island
Gen. Laws § 1720-23

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.
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South Carolina
S.C. Code §7-15385

A voter may authorize another person to
return the ballot in writing. A candidate or a
member of a candidate's paid campaign sta
including volunteers reimbursed for time
expended on campaign activity is not
permitted to serve as an authorized returnee
for any person unless the person is a member
of the voter's immediate family.

Not speci ed.

South Dakota
S.D. Codi ed
Laws
§ 12-19-9
§ 12-19-2.2

An authorized messenger can transmit a
ballot.

If a person is an authorized
messenger for more than one
voter, he must notify the
person in charge of the
election of all voters for
whom he is a messenger.

Tennessee

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Texas
V.T.C.A., Election
Code § 86.006

A marked ballot voted under this chapter must
be returned to the early voting clerk in the
o cial carrier envelope. The carrier envelope
may be delivered in another envelope and
must be transported and delivered only by
mail; common or contract carrier; or in-person
delivery by the voter who voted the ballot. A
person possessing an envelope of another
voter does not commit an o ense if that
person is related to the voter within the
second degree by a nity or the third degree
by consanguinity; physically living in the same
dwelling as the voter; a person who possesses
a ballot or carrier envelope solely for the
purpose of lawfully assisting a voter who was
eligible for assistance; a U.S. postal service
employee; or a common or contract carrier.

Carrier envelopes may not be
collected and stored at
another location for
subsequent delivery to the
early voting clerk. A person
commits an o ense if the
person knowingly possesses
an o cial ballot or o cial
carrier envelope with intent
to defraud the voter or the
election authority.

Utah

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Vermont

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Virginia
VA Code Ann. §
24.2-705

A voter who becomes incapacitated just before
Election Day may vote by emergency ballot and
designate a representative to deliver the ballot
and return the marked ballot.

Not speci ed.
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Washington

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

West Virginia
W. Va. Code, § 33-5

Not speci ed, though statute does address
hand-delivering ballots (see next column).

No person may hand deliver
more than two absentee
ballots in any election and
any person hand delivering
an absentee ballot is required
to certify that he or she has
not examined or altered the
ballot. Any person who makes
a false certi cation violates
the provisions of article nine
of this chapter and is subject
to those provisions.

Wisconsin

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Wyoming

Not speci ed.

Not speci ed.

Additional Resources
NCSL's Absentee and Early Voting
NCSL's All Mail Elections (aka Vote-By-Mail)
For More Information
Call NCSL's elections team at 303-364-7700.

Copyright 2019 by National Conference of State Legislatures
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(e) Upon receipt of a mail-in ballot, a registered vote should mark the ballot, follow the
instructions on the return envelope, and return the mail-in ballot to the City Clerk by United
States mail, by depositing the mail-in ballot at the ballot drop box located at City Hall, or by
delivering the mail-in ballot to the City Clerk’s Office. The mail-in ballot must be returned in
the return envelope provided by the City. A mail-in ballot shall will be counted only if it is
received by the City Clerk or deposited in the ballot drop box prior to the closing of the
election polls on election day.

Section 8-44. Voter Assistance
(a) Mail-in and absentee ballot voting.
(1) A registered voter who requires assistance to vote because of disability, inability to read, or
inability to write, may authorize another person to mark the mail-in or absentee ballot and, if
necessary, sign his or her name on the back of the return envelope. Any person assisting a
registered voter to vote in this manner must (i) mark the ballot as directed by the registered
voter and (ii) fill out and submit a signed Certification of Person Assisting Mail-in Ballot
Voter with the registered voter's mail-in or absentee ballot in accordance with the provisions
provided with the mail-in or absentee ballot.
(2) (i) Except as provided in subsection (2)(ii), an individual may not receive or collect a
registered voter’s mail-in or absentee ballot.
(ii) (a) Subsection (2)(i) does not apply to:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

an election official;
a United States postal service worker or other individual specifically
authorized by law to transmit United States mail;
a caregiver of the voter;
a family member of the voter;
a household member of the voter; or
a/an designated/authorized agent of the voter.

(b) An individual designated/authorized to receive or collect a registered voter’s mail-in
or absentee ballot pursuant to subsection (2)(ii)(a)(3)-(6) must:
(i)
deliver the ballot to the City Clerk or deposit the ballot in a mail box or the
ballot drop box within twenty-four (24) hours of receiving the ballot; and
(ii)
only accept a ballot that is within a sealed envelope.
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Sec. 8-101. - Prohibited practices.

(9)

Offenses relating to voting by mail-in ballot.

(a) Any person who knowingly commits, or aids or abets in committing, fraud in
connection with any mail-in or absentee ballot vote cast, to be cast, or attempted to be cast.
(b)
Any person who knowingly marks another’s voted or unvoted ballot with the
intent to cast a vote for that person’s own benefit or for that of another person. Nothing in this
subsection is intended to prevent or prohibit a person from assisting a registered voter as
provided in Section 8-44(a)(1).
(c)
Any person who tampers with or opens a sealed envelope that contains a mail-in
or absentee ballot. This subsection does not apply to an elected official.
(d)

Any person who violates Section 8-44(a)(2).
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Ordinance No. _____

Ordinance:

To amend Chapter 8 of the Rockville City Code
entitled “Elections,” by amending Sections 8-44 and
8-101 to revise the provisions on voter assistance, to
establish provisions regulating ballot collecting, and
to revise the prohibited practices related to mail-in
and absentee ballots.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, that Chapter
8 of the Rockville City Code entitled “Elections” is amended by revising Sections 8-44 and 8101 as follows:
CHAPTER 8. ELECTIONS
****
Section 8-44. Voter Assistance
(a) Mail-in and absentee ballot voting.
(1)

A registered voter who requires assistance to vote because of disability,
inability to read, or inability to write, may authorize another person to mark the
mail-in or absentee ballot and, if necessary, sign his or her name on the back of
the return envelope. Any person assisting a registered voter to vote in this
manner must (i) mark the ballot as directed by the registered voter and (ii) fill
out and submit a signed Certification of Person Assisting Mail-in BallotVoter
with the registered voter's mail-in or absentee ballot in accordance with the
provisions provided with the mail-in or absentee ballot.

(2)

(i) A candidate, treasurer, campaign committee chair or treasurer, or any person at
the direction of a candidate, treasurer, or campaign committee chair or treasurer
may not receive or collect a mail-in or absentee ballot from a registered voter.
(ii) An individual that is permitted to receive or collect a registered voter’s mail-in
or absentee ballot must:
(1) accept only a ballot that is within a sealed envelope;
(2) deliver the ballot in a manner that will get the ballot to the City Clerk
prior to the closing of the election polls on election day; and
(3) not accept payment in any form for the collection and/or delivery of
the ballot.

****
Sec. 8-101. - Prohibited practices.

Attachment 16.d: Attach D - Draft Ord - Ch. 8 "Elections" (ballot collecting) (2765 : Ballot Collecting Ordinance)

16.d

The following persons shall be guilty of prohibited practices and shall be punished in
accordance with the provisions of this section chapter:
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Ordinance No. _______

-2-

****
Offenses relating to voting by mail-in ballot and absentee ballot.

(a)
Any person who knowingly commits, or aids or abets in committing, fraud in
connection with any mail-in or absentee ballot vote cast, to be cast, or attempted to be cast.
(b)
Except as permitted by Section 8-44(a)(1), any person who marks another’s voted
or unvoted ballot.
(c)
Any person who tampers with or opens a sealed envelope that contains a mail-in
or absentee ballot. This subsection does not apply to an election official.
(d)

Any person who fails to comply with or violates Section 8-44(a)(2).
************

NOTE:

Strikethrough indicates material deleted
Underlining indicates material added

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance adopted by
the Mayor and Council at its meeting of _________________.

__________________________________________________
Sara Taylor Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations

Attachment 16.d: Attach D - Draft Ord - Ch. 8 "Elections" (ballot collecting) (2765 : Ballot Collecting Ordinance)

(9)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Adoption
Department: PDS - Inspection Services
Responsible Staff: Rabbiah Sabbakhan

Subject
Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 of the Rockville City Code Entitled “Buildings and
Building Regulations,” by Adopting with Certain Additions, Deletions and Amendments to ICC
International Building Code, (2018 Edition), the ICC International Residential Code, (2018
Edition), the NFPA 70 National Electrical Code (2017 Edition), the ICC International Energy
Conservation Code (2018 Edition), the ICC International Fuel Gas Code (2018 Edition), the ICC
International Mechanical Code (2018 Edition), the ICC International Plumbing Code (2018
Edition), the ICC International Existing Building Code (2018 Edition), the ICC International Green
Construction Code (2015 Edition), and by Making Other Minor Technical Changes

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council adopt the attached ordinance, as amended, to
update the building codes in the City of Rockville. Except for the effective date, no additional
changes have been made to the proposed ordinance and no further comments have been
received from the industry. If the Mayor and Council wish to move forward to adoption, a
motion to amend the ordinance should be made, seconded and passed, and the ordinance can
then proceed to adoption.

Change in Law or Policy
The proposed ordinance attached would update the building codes in the City of Rockville by
amending City Code Chapter 5 articles I-IV, Buildings and Building Regulations. In effect, the City
of Rockville is adopting the model codes as published in 2018 by the International Code Council
(ICC) and adopted by the State of Maryland Building Codes Administration with local
amendments.

Discussion
At the Mayor and Council meeting of June 17th, staff provided an overview of the proposed
changes to the building code. The Mayor and Council expressed concerns about the exemption
of single-family additions from the height survey and requested additional information about
this recommendation. As a result, staff eliminated a previously proposed exception which
would have exempted a required height certification. This was discussed at the July 15th public
hearing, which drew no individuals to testify on the proposed rulemaking. Furthermore, there
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have been no comments from any key stakeholder groups and thus no substantive changes to
the proposed rulemaking since the June 17th introduction.

Background
The City of Rockville, like all other counties and municipalities in the State of Maryland and
most others across the country, aims to effectively administer and enforce its building
regulations using the latest standards with respect to life safety, structural, fire, green energy
and accessibility codes, collectively referred to as the building codes. They are adopted on a
three-year cycle. Some jurisdictions and states have decided to move to a six-year adoption
cycle for financial or other reasons. However, it is in the best interest and mandated by the
State of Maryland that the City follow current best practice and adopt the building codes every
three years.
Effective March 25, 2019, the Building Codes Administration within the State of Maryland
Department of Labor, Licensing & Regulation (DLLR) announced that the “adoption of 2018
edition of I-codes and other codes, under Maryland Building Performance Standards and Model
Performance Code, had become final in the Maryland Register, Volume 46, Issue 6, March 15,
2019, with an effective date of March 25, 2019.” Previously, once the State of Maryland
adopted and effectuated the new code, each jurisdiction had six months to adopt the building
code. However, state rules now give each jurisdiction one year from the March 25, 2019
effective date to adopt, so the City has until March 25, 2020 to comply. Notwithstanding, staff
would like the City of Rockville to be consistent with surrounding jurisdictions such as
Montgomery County and Gaithersburg, both of which will adopt the new 2018 code soon.
Indeed, these building codes are the key instruments used by Planning and Development
Services and executed by the Inspection Services Division (ISD) to carry out and fulfill the City’s
mission and obligation to protect, ensure quality of life, well-being and sustainability for its
citizens, businesses, visitors and structures. They are the governing regulations for building
design and construction standards. They include both administrative and technical permitting
and inspection regulatory requirements for the gamut of construction disciplines that include
building, fire and life safety, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, green energy, and accessibility for
new and existing buildings and structures.
Staff proposes for adoption by Mayor and Council an updated series of building and related
codes published by the ICC, otherwise known as the I-codes or model code. This excludes the
NFPA Fire and Life Safety, which go into effect by State of Maryland adoption October 1, 2019.
They include the following:
•
•
•
•

International Building Code (2018 edition) (*excluding Ch. 11 w/ State of Maryland
having its own ADA Accessibility Code)
International Residential Code (2018)
International Energy Conservation Code (2018)
International Fuel Gas Code (2018)
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•
•
•
•
•
•

International Mechanical Code (2018)
International Plumbing Code (2018)
International Green Construction Code (2015)
NFPA 70 National Electrical Code (2017)
International Existing Building Code (2018)
International Swimming Pool & Spa Code by way of reference (2018)

These are nationally vetted codes which are voted on by ICC members in jurisdictions
throughout the country, as well as committee members. The 2018 I-Codes do not include any
drastic or highly controversial changes this cycle. Additionally, as part of the overall code
adoption process, each state makes changes to the I-Codes as it sees necessary. In Maryland, all
changes are voted on and approved in the form of a bill by the General Assembly. As at the
national level, there were very few state-level amendments made. The most significant change
at the state level was the amendment of the air exchange rate for building envelope air leakage
testing (commonly referred to as the “blower door test”), from 3 to 5 air changes per hour in
the residential portion of the Energy Code. Typically, the state allows the jurisdictions to make
any necessary amendments based on unique local conditions. However, due to the continued
goal to promulgate regulation that contributes towards energy conservation, any local
amendments to the Energy Code cannot be less stringent than the model or state code. What is
being presented to the Mayor and Council are the local amendments to the model or I-codes,
and those are reflected in what is Chapter 5 of the Rockville City Code. The I-Code significant
changes attached are simply for reference.
Chapter 5- Buildings and Building Regulations
In the Rockville City Code, the Building Code is included in Chapter 5, which is divided into 14
articles as follows:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Article I: In General
Article II: Reserved (previously Building Restriction Lines)
Article III: Numbering of Buildings
Article IV: Dangerous Buildings
Article V: Basic Building Code
Article VI: One- and Two-Family
Article VII: Electrical Code
Article VIII: Energy Conservation Code
Article IX: Gas Code
Article X: Mechanical Code
Article XI: Plumbing Code
Article XII: Property Maintenance Code
Article XIII: Existing Building Code
Article XIV: Green Building Regulations
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Summary
As mentioned, Chapter 5 of the City Code includes Rockville’s local building code amendments
to ICC model code. Amendments take place in the form of addition, deletion, modification or
clarification. During each code cycle, strong effort is made to ensure that all changes are
necessary and vetted with no unintended consequences. Careful thought was taken to avoid
making any ordinance changes between regular code cycles. There were very few changes to
the ICC codes this cycle. Most amendments proposed were administrative in nature, i.e.,
related to procedure and policy, as opposed to substantive technical changes, and were geared
to align with the overarching goal to streamline our permitting process.
Significant Local Amendments
For this code cycle, there were fewer local changes compared to previous updates. In many
respects, this is positive for the locality and the industry when a new cycle does not bring
drastic changes. The City as a local jurisdiction ideally only needs to make changes to the
national model code where local conditions truly warrant them. Most changes occurred within
each respective code or article’s administrative provisions, as opposed to technical. However,
there were some technical code changes of note.
Below are highlights of the proposed local code amendments:
Article I – In General

Sec. 5.2- Added definition of Building Official and Code Official for clarity. Both terms used
interchangeably.
Sec. 5.7 – A third item was added as an enforcement tool to address contractors and
homeowners who illegally decide to remove “stop work order” placards posted on a jobsite
without consent.
Article II - Reserved (previously Building Restriction Lines)- N/A
Article III - Numbering of Buildings – No changes
Article IV -Dangerous Buildings – No changes
Article V - Basic Building Code
1. Sec. 5-68 – Removed several Zoning Ordinance definitions that were previously inserted
into the 2015 ordinance. This change was made because the deleted terms were
deemed more appropriate to appear in the Zoning Ordinance than in the building code.
2. 105.1.3 SFD Permit notification. This proposed amendment is a direct result of the
FAST Charter Single Family Housing (SFH) working group recommendation to make
process improvements. In the spirit of open and transparent government, this provision
was added to provide neighborhoods with sufficient notification by requiring permit
applicants for new houses in the City of Rockville to post an 18” x 24” placard for no
fewer than 30 calendar days to provide notice to the surrounding neighbors. Posting of
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the placard does not give the neighborhood opportunity to weigh in on the design of
the proposed structure. It is simply a courtesy notification at the time of application
submission, as opposed to neighbors finding out about the application much later when
the contractor starts mobilizing onsite with equipment and materials. This is a best
practice similarly implemented in Montgomery County that seems to work well and
does not cause any delays or adverse impact to the applicant, as the notice is posted
while the application is under review with all respective departments. Cost is negligible.
3. IBC Sec. 105.2 Work exempt from permit – Item #8 added under this section is a
provision for a minimum square footage threshold of 320 sq. ft (10 sheets of drywall) to
allow the building department the ability to better ensure code compliance for work
that exceeds the level of minor repair and replacement of drywall where previously
exempt. This helps ensure code compliance, for example, on repairs made in multifamily occupancies.
4. Sec. 105.2.2.3 Repairs – Provision added to clarify no permits needed for minor repairs
except those that impact structural elements, fire protection or water and/or gas
service.
5. Sec. 105.3.3 Denial of permit – Administrative provision added to give the Authority
Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) legal basis and authority to deny permits to contractors with
revoked licenses or whose license is under investigation with the state issuing agency.
6. Sec. 105.5 Expiration – Clarifies criteria by which a permit is deemed active. Must have
an approved or “passed” inspection within the past six months for the permit to remain
active.
7. Sec. 105.5.1 Extensions – From previous code cycle. This provision was inadvertently
excluded from IBC amendments. This clarifies procedure to request a permit extension
before or after expiration date.
8. Sec. 110.3.4.1 Residential building height – Mirror provision to IRC change found in
Article VI R109.1.4.4.1 for townhomes using the IBC. This is a slight modification of the
residential height certification procedure. As a streamlining measure, an exception was
added to save owners and builders the time and expense of getting surveys and
certification done for proposed house additions which are at or below the height of the
existing house. This was a recommendation incorporated into the amendments as part
of the home builders’ feedback to the FAST (Improving the Development Review and
Permitting Process) project team. This exception will not apply to new houses or new
single-family dwellings. The change also clarifies who is eligible to certify building
heights. This change can result in construction cost reduction for homeowners.
Following the Mayor and Council’s feedback from its June 17th meeting, staff has
removed the second proposed exception for additions that are at a height of less than 5
feet from the maximum height limit.
9. Sec. 111.3 Temporary occupancy - Modified to include section from Zoning Ordinance
which reinforces the terms by which a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued
in the City of Rockville with 30-day duration, and not to exceed 60 days with an
extension.
10. Sec. 303.1.2 Small assembly spaces – Reinstates previously deleted IBC allowance for
small assembly spaces within a business group to be classified as business where there
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are fewer than 50 persons, or the assembly area is considered accessory to another
space.
11. Sec. 911.1.1 Fire Command Center (FCC) location – Clarifies required location of FCC
and provides specificity on the door location.
12. Sec. 1612.3 Establishment of flood hazard areas – Modification of IBC flood provision to
insert the City of Rockville adoption date of the FEMA flood map on September 29,
2006.
13. Sec. 2310.1 Scope – Addition of section referencing City of Rockville Deck Guidance
document, which includes required details for footings, connections, joist spans, lateral
bracing requirements, etc.
14. See 2018 Significant Code Change Matrix, attached.
15. See 2018 ICC Code Change Summary for International Building Code (Model IBC code
changes), attached.

Article VI – One- and Two-Family
1. 105.1.1 SFD Permit notification. This proposed amendment is a direct result of the
FAST Charter Single Family Housing (SFH) working group recommendation to make
process improvements. In the spirit of open and transparent government, this provision
was added to provide neighborhoods with sufficient notification by requiring permit
applicants for new houses in the City of Rockville to post an 18” x 24” placard for no
fewer than 30 calendar days to provide notice to the surrounding neighbors. Posting of
the placard does not give the neighborhood opportunity to weigh in on the design of
the proposed structure. It is simply a courtesy notification at the time of application
submission, as opposed to neighbors finding out about the application much later when
the contractor starts mobilizing onsite with equipment and materials. This is a best
practice similarly implemented in Montgomery County that seems to work well and
does not cause any delays or adverse impact to the applicant, as the notice is posted
while the application is under review with all respective departments. Cost is negligible.
2. IRC Sec. 105.2 Work exempt from permit – Mirror provision from IBC amendments.
Item #10 added under permit exemption provision providing a minimum square footage
threshold of 320 sq. ft (10 sheets of drywall) to allow the building department the ability
to better ensure code compliance for work that exceeds the level of minor repair and
replacement of drywall where previously exempt. Many owners and contractors were
conducting full house renovations due to this exemption. New buyers unfortunately
were inheriting deficient work in some cases because unpermitted renovation did not
comply with current code. This change will help resolve the issue.
3. Sec. R105.3.1.1 Determination of substantially improved or substantially damaged
existing buildings in flood hazard areas – Reinstates this and all other previously
deleted flood provisions of IRC to incorporate FEMA flood plain standards into building
code.
4. Sec. 105.3.3 Denial of permit – Mirror provision from IBC amendments for residential.
Administrative provision added to give the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) the legal
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authority to deny permits to contractors with revoked licenses or whose license is under
investigation by the issuing state agency.
5. Sec. R105.5 Expiration – Clarifies criteria by which a permit is deemed active. A permit
holder must have an approved or “passed” inspection within the past six months for the
permit to remain active.
7. Sec. R109.1.4.1 Residential building height – Modification of residential height
certification procedure. As a streamlining measure, an exception was added to save
owners and builders the time and expense of getting surveys and certification done for
proposed house additions which are at or below the height of the existing house. This
was a recommendation incorporated into the amendments as part of the home
builders’ feedback to the FAST (Improving the Development Review and Permitting
Process) project team. This exception will not apply to new houses or new single-family
dwellings. The change also clarifies who is eligible to certify building heights. This change
can result in construction cost reduction for homeowners.
8. Table R301.2 (1) Climatic and geographic design criteria - Modification of table to insert
local Rockville design requirements such as wind speed (115 mph), snow load (30
pounds per sf) and increase in the frost depth for building/structure footings from 24”
to 30” minimum. New for this 2018 code also is the Manual J Design Criteria for
residential HVAC loading design for equipment sizing. Local design information is
inserted into the table.
9. Sec. R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue opening required - Modification of IRC new
exception #2, which exempts requirements for emergency escape window installation in
fully-sprinklered dwellings or townhouses with bedrooms in basement. Staff
recommends deletion of the exception to maintain the level of life safety, with egress
windows still required to be installed, as per prior code, within the sleeping room,
notwithstanding the presence of sprinklers.
10. Sec. R325.3 Area limitation (mezzanines) – Modification replacing reference to
plumbing section of IRC P2904 with referenced standard for 1- & 2-Family Dwellings NFPA 13D
11. Sec. R403.1 General (Foundations) – Modification to correct previously-stated
minimum compressive strength of concrete from 2,000 psi to 2,500 psi, which is
standard and best practice. Also modified minimum threshold for when accessory
structures require footings from previous 144 sq. ft. to 200 sq. ft., which eliminates
footing requirements and reduces cost and inspection for homeowners installing a 150
sq. ft. shed or gazebo, for example.
12. Sec. R507.1 Decks – Modified section to reference City of Rockville deck guidance
document, which provides required details, connections, maximum joist and girder
spans, etc. The deck guide serves as administrative and technical guidance only, and it is
not actual code.
13. Sec. R507.3.1 Minimum size – Modified section prescribing minimum sizes of footings
at 16” x 16” square or 18” diameter round column.
14. Sec. R507.3.2 Minimum depth – Modification which deletes IRC exception #2 allowing
free-standing decks to not extend below frost depth. Considering the recent issues with
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freestanding deck collapses, it was deemed necessary to continue requiring footings to
below frost line.
15. Sec. P2804.8 Thermal expansion control – Addition to Plumbing section of IRC requiring
conditions by which expansion tanks be connected to water heaters.
16. Sec. P2906.4 Water service pipe – Modification which deleted the previous ABS service
pipe requirement and replaces with conventional “K” copper with specific restrictions.
17. Appendix J Existing Buildings and Structures- Proposing to adopt IRC Appendix J which
regulates repair, renovation, alteration and reconstruction of existing homes and
structures. This makes it easier for homeowners, contractors and designers to make
residential alterations and improvements without having to fully comply with new
construction requirements. The lower minimum ceiling height requirement (6’-8”) in
Appendix J is one prevalent example that helps homeowners tremendously, based on
typical home basement existing conditions. Will save homeowners time and expense of
having to lower slabs to achieve standard 7’-0” min height requirements intended for
habitable basement rooms in new construction.
18. Appendix Q Tiny Houses- Staff is proposing to adopt, as done so by the state, IRC
Appendix Q which relaxes conventional code requirements, particularly those that
relate to minimum dimensions more conducive to this trending, sustainable form of
housing that is 400 sq. ft or less. Adoption of Appendix Q does not permit tiny houses in
the City of Rockville as accessory dwellings per se, but rather, it provides the standard
by which they are designed, constructed, and enforced. This would be applicable if
Mayor & Council grant the pending text amendment application allowing accessory
dwelling units (see attachment -2018 Tiny Houses IRC article). Conceivably, they could
be built even under the current code; however, they could not be an accessory dwelling.
19. See 2018 IRC Code Change Matrix local amendments attached.
20. See 2018 ICC Code Changes for summary of International Residential Code (IRC model
code changes) attached.
Article VII - Electrical Code – No substantive changes.
Article VIII - Energy Conservation Code
1. Sec. C103.2 Information on construction documents – (Commercial) Added item #13 to
list of submittal document requirements. Designers must now include a section on the
drawings indicating by way of checklist how they are complying with the Energy code for
commercial projects. This will greatly assist with enforcement at the front end during
plan review and at the back end during construction inspections.
2. Sec. R103.2 Information on construction documents – (Residential) Added item #9 to
list of submittal document requirements. Applicants must now include a section on the
drawings indicating by way of checklist how they are complying with the Energy code for
residential one- & two-family projects. This will greatly assist with enforcement at the
front end of code compliance during plan review and the back end during construction
inspections.
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3. Table R402.1.2 Insulation and fenestration requirements by component – Climate zone
4 Fenestration U-Factor changed from 0.35 in the 2015 Building Code cycle to 0.32 in
the 2018 Building Code cycle, which aligns with new International Energy Conservation
Code (IECC). Same change for Table R402.1.4 Equivalent Factors. This makes the
requirement more stringent.
4. See 2018 IECC changes attachment for model code change summary.
Article IX - Gas Code – No substantive changes.
Article X - Mechanical Code – No substantive changes.
Article XI - Plumbing Code
1. 106.3.1.1 Water Meter Sizing – In coordination with the City’s Department of Public
Works, created a new provision based on Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
(WSSC) regulation and best practice which prohibits developers from oversizing water
meters for the primary purpose of receiving lower utility bills. We are encouraging
owners to right-size their meters based on best practice, which shows proper sized
meters achieve the following:
a. Reduce capital contribution fees
b. Lower failure rate
c. Generate more accurate recording of water usage
d. Less maintenance and cost for repair shut-offs
2. Sec. R402.1.6 through Table R402.1.6.3 – Deleted numerous 2015 amendments that
were never applied, enforced and deemed unnecessary.
3. Sec. 607.3 Thermal expansion control – Modification to International Plumbing Code
(IPC) requiring conditions by which expansion tanks can be connected to water heaters.
4. Sec. 918.4 Air admittance valves – Modification of section to limit use of air admittance
valves only where permitted by American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) 1050
and ASSE 1051 standards respectively.
Article XII - Property Maintenance Code – No changes.
Article XIII – International Existing Building (IEBC) Code – No changes to 2018 IEBC Code text.
Article XIV - Green Building Regulations
1. Sec. 101.3 Scope – Critical item #5 added allowing LEED Silver to be accepted as an
alternative compliance path to the International Green Construction code (IgCC).
2. Sec. 101.4 Appendices – Deletion of Appendix C & Appendix D to align with 2015 IgCC.
3. For all technical changes, see Article XIV Green Building Regulation spreadsheet
attached.
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Mayor and Council History
The proposed ordinance to amend Chapter 5 was introduced at the Mayor and Council meeting
of June 17, 2019. Based on the feedback received during discussion, the only change was to
clarify the Residential Building Height provision and provide visual elevations as supporting
documents. At the July 15th Public Hearing, although no witnesses appeared to testify, staff
assured the Mayor and Council that they would proactively provide outreach to stakeholders,
including meeting with neighborhood associations throughout the Rockville community for
awareness. No changes have been made to the proposed ordinance since the last iteration
provided at the public hearing.

Public Notification and Engagement
Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement
On March 13, 2019, PDS held its Permitting Stakeholders’ Forum where a portion of the agenda
was devoted to the 2018 Code Adoption. An overview was presented due to the wide variety of
stakeholders in attendance. ISD has distributed the proposed ordinance and will conduct
outreach sessions as agreed with key stakeholder industry groups. The Maryland Building
Industry Association (MBIA), American Institute of Architects (AIA Potomac Valley), Apartment
& Office Building Association of Metropolitan Washington (AOBA), and the Montgomery County
Builders Association (MCBA) will review key model code changes, local amendments, and the
significance to projects that may currently be under design and soon to be submitted to the City
for permit review and approval. We coordinated closely with MBIA on proposed Energy Code
and were grateful to get their feedback and proceeded accordingly. In addition, code change
outreach and engagement were provided as part of the FAST Open House Forums May 21st,
22nd and 23rd. Also, meetings for code change outreach have been set up with neighborhood
groups like Lincoln Park (Sept. 7), East Rockville Civic Association (ERCA) and others. ISD will
hold more in-depth code update training sessions on model code changes leading up to
adoption, and local amendments afterwards, for both internal staff and other external
stakeholders who wish to become familiar with the latest code changes.

Fiscal Impact
Cost of implementation
The proposed local amendments amount to negligible financial impact for both the building
department (essentially the cost of purchasing new books) and the industry. Staff was very
sensitive to changes and their impacts on construction cost, especially for homeowners in
residential construction. (See Cost Impact of 2018 Code Changes attachment.)

Next Steps
Proposed Next Steps
•

September 9 - Adoption
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•

Code Training - September thru October - This includes staff and stakeholder training
(external departments and agencies including County Department of General Services,
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS), architects, engineers, attorneys,
contractors, expediters, homeowners, etc.)

•

Effective Date – Staff proposes an effective date of January 1, 2020. Any potential
projects submitted between the date of adoption and December 31, 2019, would be
accepted with either 2015 or 2018 code. Starting January 1, 2020, all projects must be
designed and constructed to comply with the newly adopted code.
This effective date is consistent with Montgomery County Department of Permitting
Services (DPS) who confirmed that they anticipate their new code adoption will take
effect January 1, 2020, or shortly thereafter. They are adopting the more controversial
2018 Green Code IgCC, whereas Rockville had already begun code development prior to
ICC publication of the 2018 IgCC. Therefore, we are proceeding with 2015 IgCC, which is
a smoother transition from the previous cycle’s 2012 IgCC.

Attachments
Attachment 17.a:
Attachment 17.b:
Attachment 17.c:
Attachment 17.d:
Attachment 17.e:
Attachment 17.f:
Attachment 17.g:
Attachment 17.h:
Attachment 17.i:

2018-IRC-UPDATE-Summary of Changes
(PDF)
2018-IBC-UPDATE-Summary of Changes
(PDF)
Residential Height Certification
(PDF)
2018 IRC code change matrix (PDF)
2018 IBC significant change matrix (PDF)
2018 IgCC significant change matrix RS 11-19-18 edits
Copy of cost analysis (PDF)
2018 Tiny Houses IRC Appendix Q article
(PDF)
Ordinance-Chapter 5 proposed revisions
(PDF)

(PDF)
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2018 IRC Update
Based on the 2018 International Residential Code,® (IRC®)

The International Residential Code® (IRC®) establishes minimum regulations for residential construction.
This handout will identify important changes in the IRC from 2015 to 2018 edition. Participants will be
presented with those changes that will most impact their use of the code when they adopt these I-Codes. The
learner will receive an overview of the most important code changes.

Goal
Participants will be able to use this document to identify changes between the 2015 and 2018 IRC allowing
them to apply theses code requirements to design, plan submittals and/or inspection.
The lecture and activity format allows participants to discuss the changes, reasons for the changes, and answer
knowledge review questions. Information presented will allow participants to apply these new code
requirements to design, plan review, and/or inspection.

Objectives
Upon completion, participants will be better able to:
 Identify the most significant differences between the 2015 and the 2018 IRC.
 Explain the differences between the current and previous edition.
 Identify changes in organization and code requirements.
 Identify the applicability of design, plan review and inspection requirements.

Content
Chapters of the IRC included in this handout:
 Chapter 1, Scope and
Administration

 Chapter N11, Energy Efficiency

 Chapter P30, Sanitary Drainage

 Chapter 3, Building Planning

 Chapter M13, General
Mechanical System Requirements

 Chapter P31, Vents

 Chapter 4, Foundations

 Chapter M16, Duct Systems

 Chapter 5, Floors

 Chapter M21, Hydronic Piping

 Chapter 6, Wall Construction

 Chapter G24, Fuel Gas

 Chapter 7, Wall Covering

 Chapter P 25, Plumbing
Administration

 Chapter 8, Roof-ceiling
Construction

 Chapter P27, Plumbing Fixtures

 Chapter 9, Roof Assemblies

 Chapter P28, Water Heaters

 Chapter 10, Chimneys and
Fireplaces

 Chapter P29, Water Supply and
Distribution

 Chapter E37, Branch Circuit and
Feeder Requirements
 Chapter E39, Power and Lighting
Distribution
 Chapter E41, Appliance
Installation
 Appendix Q, Tiny Homes

Attachment 17.a: 2018-IRC-UPDATE-Summary of Changes (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building

17.a
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2018 IRC Update

Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
R101.2

R101.2

Scope

All instances where the International Building Code (IBC) permits
construction under the IRC are now listed in the exception to the scope of
the IRC.

Clarification
R105.1,
R110.1,
R202

R105.1,
R110.1,
R202

Change of
Occupancy

A definition for “Change of Occupancy” has been added and the
requirement for a certificate of occupancy when there is a change of
occupancy or use has been clarified.

Chapter 3: Building Planning
Code Section
Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

Modification
Table
R301.2(1)

Table
R301.2(1)

Climatic and
Geographic
Design Criteria

The requirement for a Manual J assessment or engineered equivalent has
been in the International Residential Code for several editions. To assist
the designer, jurisdictions will now include variables for Manual J
assessments with other climatic and geographic design criteria available
from the building department.

Modification
R301.2.2.1

R301.2.2.1

Seismic Design
Category

New seismic design category (SDC) maps are included in the 2018 IRC.
One map contains the most conservative ‘good quality’ soil type, assuming
Site Class C or D, and may increase the local SDC. The second map is
allowed if the site is identified as being Site Class A, B or D by geotechnical
report or known local soil conditions; this map may lower the design
spectral response acceleration, SDS, potentially lowering the seismic design
category.

Modification
R302.1

R302.1

Exterior Walls

References to the International Building Code (IBC) offer additional options
and provide flexibility in determining the fire resistance rating of exterior
wall assemblies. Table footnotes have been revised to clarify the
correlation between gable end vents and the fire resistance requirements
for projections.

Modification
R302.2

R302.2

Townhouse
Separation

Two paths for achieving the fire-resistant separation between townhouse
dwelling units – two 1-hour walls or a common wall – are spelled out in the
townhouse provisions.

Modification
R302.13

R302.13

Fire Protection of Fire-resistant membrane protection is now required for the applicable floor
framing materials above crawl spaces containing fuel-fired or electricFloors above
powered heating appliances.
Crawl Spaces
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Chapter 3: Building Planning, Continued
Code Section
Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

Modification
R308.4.2

R308.4.2

Glazing Adjacent Glazing within 24 inches of the hinge side of an in-swinging door now
requires safety glazing where the glazing is at an angle less than 180
to Doors
degrees from the plane of the door.

Modification
R308.4.4

R308.4.4

Glazing in
Guards and
Railings

Clarification
R308.4.7

R308.4.7

Glazing Adjacent Figure R308.4.7 has been replaced with a new figure and the caption
modified to more accurately reflect when safety glazing is required near the
to the Bottom
bottom landing.
Stair Landing

Modification
R310.1

R310.1

Emergency
Escape and
Rescue
Openings

Emergency escape and rescue openings are no longer required for
bedrooms in basements when the dwelling unit is protected with an
automatic fire sprinkler system and other conditions are met.

Modification
R310.3

R310.3

Area Wells for
Emergency
Escape and
Rescue Doors

For emergency escape and rescue doors in basements, a change in
terminology replaces “bulkhead enclosures” with “area wells” and
provisions for ladders and steps for area wells are added.

Modification
R311.7.1,
R311.7.8

R311.7.1,
R311.7.8

Handrail
Projection

A new exception to the handrail projection limitation provides for adequate
clearance behind the handrail when it passes the projection of a floor,
landing or tread return.

Modification
R311.7.3

R311.7.3

Maximum Stair
Rise between
Landings

The maximum rise of a flight of stairs has increased by 4 inches, from 147
to 151 inches.

Modification
R311.7.11,
R311.7.12

R311.7.11,
R311.7.12

Clarification
R312.1

R312.1

Modification
R314

Modification
R315

Unless laminated glass is used, structural glass baluster panels in guards
now require an attached top rail or handrail.

Alternating Tread Alternating tread devices and ships ladders are now permitted as a means
of egress for lofts with an area that does not exceed 200 square feet.
Devices and
Ships Ladders
Guards

The guard requirements only apply to the specific portion of a walking
surface that exceeds 30 inches above grade.

R314

Smoke Alarms

The exemption for interconnection of alarms during alterations based on
feasibility has been removed from the code.

R315

Interconnection is now required where multiple carbon monoxide alarms
Carbon
Monoxide Alarms are required in a dwelling unit.
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Chapter 3: Building Planning, Continued
Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
R322.3

R322.3

Addition
R324.6

Description of Change

Coastal HighHazard Flood
Zones

In coastal high-hazard areas (V Zones) and Coastal A Zones, the IRC now
provides specific guidance for the design and construction of concrete
slabs, stairs, guards, decks and porches to reduce damage to the dwelling
in a flood event.

Roof Access for
Photovoltaic
Solar Energy
Systems

Requirements for roof access and pathways for firefighters have been
introduced into the IRC provisions for rooftop mounted photovoltaic solar
energy systems.

Addition
R324.6.2.2

Solar Panels near Rooftop mounted photovoltaic solar energy panels and modules are not
permitted to be installed below emergency escape and rescue openings.
Emergency
Escape and
Rescue
Openings

Modification
R325.3

Mezzanine Area
Limitation

The area limitation for mezzanines has been increased from one-third to
one-half of the area of the room containing the mezzanine under certain
conditions.

Addition
R325.6,
R202

Habitable Attics

The definition of habitable attic has been revised and the technical
requirements have been placed with mezzanines.

Chapter 4: Foundations
Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
Table
R403.3(1)

Table
R403.3(1)

Modification
Table
R403.4
Modification
R408.3

Description of Change

Insulation
requirements for
frost protected
footings

Insulation thickness requirements for Type II and IX extruded polystyrene
(EPS) have changed. The minimum R-value for specific types of EPS has
been clarified while requirements for horizontal insulation were added.

Table
R403.4

Crushed stone
footings

Table R403.4 is updated to include both the minimum depth and width of a
crushed stone footing for a precast concrete wall.

R408.3

Unvented crawl
space

Ventilation of the under-floor space is not required when an adequatelysized dehumidifier is provided.
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17.a

2018 IRC Update

Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

Modification

R507

Decks

Section R507 is reorganized for ease of use and additional provisions are
added to simplify prescriptive construction of a deck.

Deck materials

Section R507.2 adds requirements for fasteners and fastener connections,
flashing and alternative materials.

Deck footings

A new section on footing minimum size is added to help describe minimum
prescriptive (non-engineered) requirements for an exterior deck footing
based on snow load, soil quality, and footing shape and size.

Deck joists

Maximum joist spacing and total length have been clarified. In Table
R507.6, maximum span length is listed followed by maximum cantilever
length.

R507
Modification
R507.2

R507.2,
R507.3

Addition
R507.3

Clarification
R507.6

R507.5

Clarification
R507.7R507.9

R507.2,
R507.4

Description of Change

Decking, Vertical Decking material options and fastener systems are clarified. Vertical and
horizontal support of an exterior deck is updated while support and
and Lateral
attachment of ledgers is added to the decking section.
Support

Chapter 6: Wall Construction
Code Section
Section Title
2018

Description of Change

2015

Addition
Table
R602.3(6)

Alternate Stud
Height

To help clarify when studs greater than 10 feet long may be used, an
exception is added to Section R602.3.1 as well as a reference to new Table
R602.3(6) which applies only to 11- and 12-foot tall walls in one- and twostory buildings.

Girder and
Header Spans

Girder and header spans are updated assuming No. 2 Southern Pine rather
than No. 1 Southern Pine as used in the 2015 IRC. A footnote is added to
clarify that headers and girders are assumed to be braced; for headers with
pony walls above, a further reduction in span is taken for 2x8 and larger
headers.

Modification
Tables
R602.7(1),
R602.7(2)

Tables
R602.7(1),
R602.7(2)

Modification
Table
R602.7.5

Table
R602.7.5

Support for
headers

The 2015 IRC full height stud table is significantly altered. The table
increases the number of king studs in higher wind regions and requires
only one or two king studs at each end of a header in regions with 115 mph
wind speeds.

Modification
Table
R602.10.3
(4)

Table
R602.10.3
(4)

Seismic
Adjustment
Factors

Attempts to clarify roof and ceiling dead loads in the top story of a multistory dwelling and use of the BV-WSP bracing method have been added.
Table R602.10.3(4) now allows use of Methods WSP and CS-WSP with
brick veneer in the second story of a dwelling.
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Chapter 6: Wall Construction, Continued
Code Section
Section Title
2018

Description of Change

2015

Modification R602.10.4.1
R602.10.4.1

Mixing bracing
methods

Mixing of continuous sheathing methods with an intermittent alternate
bracing method is clarified. Braced wall line(s) containing an alternate
method must have sufficient bracing length for an intermittent method, not
just for the continuous sheathing method when the alternate method is
Method PFH, PFG or ABW.

Modification R602.10.6.5
R602.10.6.5

Method BV-WSP

An attempt to clarify use of the BV-WSP method is made. New limits are
added to Section R602.10.6.5.

Modification
Tables
R603.3.1,
R603.3.1.1
(2)

Cold-Formed
Steel Wall
Construction

Cold-formed steel connection tables are updated for wind speeds less than
140 miles per hour. Values in the IRC tables now match AISI S230,
Standard for Cold-Formed Steel Framing - Prescriptive Method for Oneand Two-Family Dwellings.

Tables
R603.3.1,
R603.3.1.1
(2)

Chapter 7: Wall Covering
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
R703.2

R703.2

Water-resistive
barrier

Water-resistive barrier materials other than No. 15 asphalt felt must be
installed following the manufacturer’s installation instructions. The
exemption for detached accessory buildings is deleted.

Modification R703.3.1,
R703.3.1
R703.11.1.4

Soffit installation Requirements for wood structural panel soffits are added to Section
R703.3.1 and vinyl soffit requirements are clarified.

Modification
R703.8.4

R703.8.4

Veneer
anchorage
through
insulation

Masonry veneer is explicitly allowed to attach to through insulation into the
underlying wood structural panels. Attachment must follow Table
R703.8.4(2).

Modification
R703.11.2

R703.11.2

Vinyl siding
installation over
foam plastic
sheathing

Testing has been done on vinyl siding over insulation in an attempt to
determine fastener requirements for vinyl siding attachment in high wind
regions. New Table R703.11.2 gives design wind pressures for vinyl siding
resisting all wind loads without reliance on wood structural panel sheathing.
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2018 IRC Update

Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
R802

R802

Modification
R802.1.5.4

R802.1.5.4

Modification
R806.2

R806.2

Description of Change

Roof Framing

Section R802, Design and construction of roofs, has been clarified by
dividing the content into three separate sections on roof ridges, rafters and
ceiling joists.

Labeling

Each stick of fire-retardant-treated lumber and individual wood structural
panel will be labeled with eight specific items of information

Minimum vent
area

The minimum vent area exception is clarified, stating that net free
ventilation may be less than 1/150 only if two required conditions are met.
Lower vents must be located in the bottom third of the attic space.

Chapter 9: Roof Assemblies
Code Section
Section Title
2018

Description of Change

2015

Addition
R905.17

Building
Integrated
Photovoltaic
Panels

New Section R905.17 addresses installation and attachment of buildingintegrated photovoltaic (BIPV) roof panels.

Chapter 10: Chimneys and Fireplaces
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Addition
R1005.8

Chimney
insulation shield

Factory-built chimneys, which have been required to maintain a minimum
clearance to insulation, are now required to have an insulation shield to
provide the clearance to the insulation.

Chapter 11: Energy Efficiency
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Clarification
N1101.6,
Tables
N1101.10.3
(1) and
N1101.10.3
(2)

N1101.6,
Tables
N1101.10.3
(1) and
N1101.10.3
(2)

The definitions for skylights and vertical fenestration have been moved
Fenestration
Definitions and U- under the definition for fenestration, and a definition for opaque door has
been added.
Factors
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Chapter 11: Energy Efficiency, Continued
Code Section
Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

Modification
N1102.1

N1102.1

Modification
N1102.1.2
and
N1102.1.4

N1102.1.2
and
N1102.1.4

Insulation and
Fenestration
Requirements

Modification
N1102.2.2

N1102.2.2

When applying the exception for insulation in ceilings without attics, the
Reduction of
Ceiling Insulation insulation must extend to the outside of the top plate.

Clarification
N1102.2.5

N1102.2.5

Mass Walls

The mass wall provisions have been itemized in a numbered list to bring
accuracy and clarity to the technical requirements.

Modification
N1102.2.6

N1102.2.6

Cold-Formed
Steel Framing RValues

Conflicting entries have been removed from the table establishing coldformed steel R-values equivalent to those for wood framing.

Modification
N1102.4

N1102.4

Testing for Air
Leakage

A new standard for air-leakage testing, RESNET/ICC 380, is now
referenced in the IRC to provide flexibility for the testing industry.

Ducts Buried
within Ceiling
Insulation

New provisions address the methods, minimum coverage requirements and
thermal benefits for ducts buried within ceiling insulation, and when those
ducts are considered inside the building thermal envelope.
The required percentage of permanent lighting fixtures having high-efficacy
lamps has increased from 75 to 90 percent.

Addition
N1103.3.6
and
N1103.3.7

Building Thermal Log homes are now exempt from the prescriptive building thermal envelope
Envelope for Log requirements when designed in accordance with ICC-400, Standard on the
Design and Construction of Log Structures.
Homes
The prescriptive U-factors for fenestration have been lowered to improve
the energy efficiency of dwellings and townhouses.

Modification
N1104.1

N1104.1

Lighting

Modification
N1106.3,
N1106.4

N1106.3,
N1106.4

Maximum Energy The maximum rating index values based on climate zone have increased
slightly to make the ERI provisions less restrictive and improve the flexibility
Rating Index
of the energy provisions.
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17.a

Chapter M13: General Mechanical System Requirements
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Deletion
M1305.1.1

M1305.1.1

Modification
M1305.1.3.2

M1305.1.4.2

The appliance access requirements for furnaces in compartments have
Access to
Furnaces within been removed from the code in favor of other code provisions and the
Compartments manufacturer’s instructions.
Appliances
Installed in Pits

The requirements for appliance installation in pits has been expanded to
provide more detail and to be similar to language found in other ICC codes.
The minimum bottom clearance has been reduced from 6 inches to 3
inches.

Chapter 15: Exhaust Systems
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
M1502.3.1

M1502.3.1

A minimum area of 12.5 square inches has been established for the
Dryer Exhaust
Duct Termination terminal outlet of dryer duct exhaust.

Modification
M1502.4.2

M1502.4.2

Concealed Dryer
Exhaust Ducts

Wall and ceiling cavities enclosing dryer exhaust duct must provide
sufficient space that the 4-inch duct is not squeezed out of its round shape.

Modification
M1503.6

M1503.6

Makeup Air for
Kitchen Exhaust
Systems

Makeup air for domestic cooking exhaust systems is no longer required if
all fuel-burning appliances in the dwelling unit have a direct vent or
mechanical draft vent system.

Chapter M16: Duct Systems
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
M1601.1.2

M1601.1.2

Underground
Duct Systems

Underground ducts, including both direct-burial ducts and those encased in
concrete, require sealing and testing.
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17.a

Chapter M21: Hydronic Piping
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
M2101.10

M2101.10

Pressure Tests
for Hydronic
Piping

Modification
M2103.2

M2103.2

For hydronic floor heating systems, the minimum insulation R-values have
Thermal Barrier
for Radiant Floor been removed from Section M2103.2 and a reference to the energy
Heating Systems provisions of Chapter 11 has been added.

Compressed air testing of PEX hydronic piping is now allowed when testing
is in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Chapter G24: Fuel Gas
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
G2406.2

G2406.2

Prohibited
Locations for
Appliances

Modification
G2411.2,
G2411.3

G2411.2,
G2411.3

The existing provisions for electrical bonding apply to CSST without an arcElectrical
Bonding of CSST resistant jacket or coating and a new section addresses electrical continuity
and bonding of arc-resistant CSST.

Modification
G2414.4.2,
G2414.10.1

G2414.4.2,
G2414.10.1

Modification
G2415.11

Clarification
G2420.5.1

A gas-fired clothes dryer is now allowed to be installed in a bathroom and
toilet room where a permanent opening communicates with other permitted
spaces.

Schedule 10
Steel Gas Piping

The code now allows Schedule 10 steel pipe to be used for fuel gas piping.

G2415.11

Protection
against
Corrosion

Reorganization of this section includes new provisions to address corrosion
protection of underground steel gas piping and protection for steel risers
other than anodeless risers.

G2420.5.1

Shutoff Valve
Location

Shutoff valves located behind movable appliances are considered as
meeting the requirement for access.

Addition
G2420.6

Shutoff valves in gas tubing systems require rigid support separate from
Support for
Shutoff Valves in the tubing to prevent damage at the valve connection.
Tubing Systems

Deletion
G2442.2

G2442.2

Forced Air
Furnace Duct
Size

The prescriptive duct size requirements for forced air furnaces have been
deleted in favor of other sizing methods specific to the appliance.

Modification
G2447.2

G2447.2

Commercial
Cooking
Appliances

Commercial cooking appliances are now permitted in dwelling units when
installed in accordance with an engineered design and the manufacturer's
instructions.
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17.a

2018 IRC Update

Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P2503.7

P2503.7

Air Testing of
PEX Piping

Compressed air testing of PEX water supply piping is now allowed when
testing is in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Chapter P26: General Plumbing Requirements
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P2602.1

P2602.1

The International Private Sewage Disposal Code (IPSDC) is referenced for
Connections to
Public Sewer or installation of private sewage disposal systems where there are no state or
local requirements for such systems.
Private Sewage
Disposal System

Chapter P27: Plumbing Fixtures
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P2704

P2704

Modification
P2713.1

P2713.1

Slip Joint
Connections

Slip joint connections are permitted anywhere between the fixture outlet
and the drainage piping, and are no longer limited to the trap inlet, outlet
and trap seal locations.

Bathtub Overflow Bathtub overflow outlets are no longer required.

Chapter P28: Water Heaters
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P2801.6

P2801.6

Plastic Pan for
Gas-Fired Water
Heaters

Plastic safety pans are now allowed under gas water heaters provided the
material falls within the prescribed flame spread and smoke developed
indices.
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17.a

2018 IRC Update

Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P2902.5.4,
P2904.

P2902.5.4,
P2904.

Modification
P2903.5

P2903.5

Addition
P2906.6.1

P2906.6.1

Saddle tap fittings are no longer permitted on water distribution system
Saddle Tap
Fittings on Water piping.
Distribution
Piping

Modification
P2906.18.2

P2906.18.2

Joints between
PVC and CPVC
Piping

Backflow
Protection for
Fire Sprinkler
Systems

Sections P2902.5.4 and P2904.1 are revised and coordinated to clarify that
stand-alone and multipurpose fire sprinkler systems complying with Section
P2904 or NFPA 13D do not require backflow protection under most
circumstances.

Water Hammer
Arrestors

A water hammer arrestor is now required where quick-closing valves are
used in the water distribution system.

A single solvent-cement transition joint is now an acceptable method for
connecting a CPVC water distribution system to a PVC water service pipe.

Chapter P30: Sanitary Drainage
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P3003.2

P3003.2

Modification
P3005.1.6

P3005.1.6

Prohibited Joints A solvent cement joint is now permitted for joining ABS and PVC piping at
the connection of the building drain to the building sewer.
for Sanitary
Drainage
Reduction in
Pipe Size

Water closet flanges, offset bend fittings and offset flanges are now
specifically listed as exceptions to the provision that drainage piping must
not be reduced in size in the direction of flow.

Chapter P31: Vents
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
P3103.1

P3103.1

Modification
P3111

Modification
P3114.8

Vent Pipe
Terminations

The provisions for vent terminals have been reorganized and a new option
has been added to allow a 2-inch vent extension through a sloped roof
when the vent is covered.

P3111

Combination
Waste and Vent
System

Food waste disposers and drinking fountains are now permitted to connect
to a combination waste and vent system.

P3114.8

Prohibited
Installations for
Air Admittance
Valves

An air admittance valve cannot be used to resolve the problem of an open
vent terminal that is too close to a building air intake.
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Chapter E37: Branch Circuit and Feeder Requirements
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Addition
E3703.5

Garage Branch
Circuits

A separate 20-ampere branch circuit is now required to serve receptacle
outlets of attached garages and detached garages with electric power.

Chapter E39: Power and Light Distribution
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
E3901.2

E3901.2

Wall Space for
Receptacle
Distribution

Modification
E3901.3

E3901.3

Appliances on 15 An individual 15-ampere branch circuit is permitted to serve any specific
kitchen appliance.
Amp Circuits

Cabinets with countertops are now considered wall space in determining
required locations for general purpose receptacle outlets.

Addition
E3902.4

GFCI Protection
for Crawl Space
Lighting Outlets

Ground-fault circuit-interrupter (GFCI) protection is now required for lighting
outlets of crawl spaces.

Addition
E3905.2.1

NonmetallicSheathed Cable
and Metal Boxes

Where entering a metal box, nonmetallic-sheathed cable must extend into
the box at least 1/4 inch and extend past the cable clamp.

Chapter E41: Appliance Installation
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

Modification
E4101.3

E4101.3

Cord- and-PlugConnected
Appliances

The maximum cord lengths for range hoods and built-in dishwashers have
increased and the code clarifies that the receptacle outlet for the
dishwasher has to be in the space adjacent to the appliance.

Appendix Q: Tiny Houses
Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018
Appendix Q
Addition

2015

Tiny Houses

A new Appendix Q covers provisions for tiny houses, defined as dwellings
with a maximum floor area of 400 square feet.
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2018 IBC Update
Based on the 2018 International Building Code,® (IBC®)

The International Building Code® (IBC®), establishes minimum regulations for building safety.
This handout will identify important changes in the IBC from 2015 to 2018 edition. Participants will be
presented with those changes that will most impact their use of the code when they adopt these I-Codes. The
learner will receive an overview of the most important code changes.

Goal
Participants will be able to use this document to identify changes between the 2015 and 2018 IBC allowing
them to apply theses code requirements to design, plan submittals and/or inspection.
The lecture and activity format allows participants to discuss the changes, reasons for the changes, and answer
knowledge review questions. Information presented will allow participants to apply these new code
requirements to design, plan review, and/or inspection.

Objectives
Upon completion, participants will be better able to:
 Identify the most significant differences between the 2015 and the 2018 IBC.
 Explain the differences between the current and previous edition.
 Identify changes in organization and code requirements.
 Identify the applicability of design, plan review and inspection requirements.

Content
Chapters of the IBC included in this handout:
 Chapter 2, Definitions
 Chapter 3, Use and Occupancy
Classification
 Chapter 4, Special Detailed
Requirements Based on Use and
Occupancy
 Chapter 5, Building Heights and
Areas
 Chapter 6, Types of Construction
 Chapter 7, Fire and Smoke
Protection Features
 Chapter 8, Interior Finishes

 Chapter 9, Fire Protection
Systems

 Chapter 18, Soils and
Foundations

 Chapter 10, Means of Egress

 Chapter 19, Concrete

 Chapter 11, Accessibility

 Chapter 22, Steel

 Chapter 12, Interior Environment

 Chapter 23, Wood

 Chapter 13 Energy Efficiency

 Chapter 26, Plastic

 Chapter 14, Exterior Walls

 Chapter 30, Elevators and
Conveying Systems

 Chapter 15, Roof Assemblies and
Rooftop Structures
 Chapter 16, Structural Design
 Chapter 17, Special Inspections
and Tests

 Chapter 31, Special Construction
 Appendix G, Flood-Resistant
Construction

Attachment 17.b: 2018-IBC-UPDATE-Summary of Changes (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building

17.b

 Appendix N, Replicable
Buildings
Packet Pg. 172

17.b

Chapter 2: Definitions
Code Section
2018

2015

202

202

Section Title

Description of Change

Definitions

New definitions include “Greenhouse” and “Repair garage”.

(Several
definitions have
been added to this
edition of the IBC,
as well as deleting
and revising
existing
definitions.)

The definition for “Sleeping unit” has been clarified while “Ambulatory care facility”
and “Clinic, outpatient” have been deleted.
GREENHOUSE. A structure or thermally isolated area of a building that maintains
a specialized sunlit environment used for, and essential to, the cultivation,
protection or maintenance of plants.
REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for servicing or
repairing motor vehicles.
SLEEPING UNIT. A room or space in which people sleep, which can also include
single unit providing rooms or spaces for one or more persons that includes
permanent provisions for sleeping, and can include provisions for living, eating,
and either sanitation or kitchen facilities but not both. Such rooms and spaces that
are also part of a dwelling unit are not sleeping units.
AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY.
CLINIC, OUTPATIENT.

Chapter 3: Use and Occupancy
Code Section

Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

302.1
Clarification

302.1

Classification of
Outdoor Areas

It has been clarified that occupied roofs are to be assigned one or more occupancy
classifications in a manner consistent with the classification of uses inside the
building, based upon the fire and life safety hazards posed by the rooftop activities.

303.4
Clarification

303.4

Assembly Use of
Greenhouses
Classification

Where the use of the greenhouse is assembly in nature due to public access for the
viewing of plants, classification as a Group A-3 occupancy is appropriate.

309.1
Clarification

309.1

Mercantile Use of
Greenhouses
Classification

Where a greenhouse is provided with public access for the purpose of the display
and sale of plants, a Group M occupancy shall be assigned.

310.3,
310.4

310.3,
310.4

Classification of
Congregate Living
Facilities

Dormitories and similar nontransient uses now are to be considered as Group R-3
occupancies where the occupant load is 16 or less. In addition, transient lodging
houses, such as bed-and-breakfast establishments, can only be considered as
Group R-3 occupancies where their total occupant load is 10 or less.

Clarification
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Chapter 3: Use and Occupancy, Continued
Code Section

Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

310.4.2
Modification

310.4.2

Owner-Occupied
Lodging Houses

311.1.1
Modification

311.1.1

Classification of
Regardless of size, storage rooms and spaces that are accessory to other uses are
Accessory Storage to be classified as part of the occupancy to which they are accessory.
Spaces

312.1.1
Clarification

312.1.1

Classification of
Agricultural
Greenhouses

The criteria permitting compliance with the IRC for the design and construction of
owner-occupied lodging houses has been expanded by now also requiring that the
total number of lodging house occupants be limited to 10.

Because a Group U occupancy includes those low-hazard structures that do not
conform to any other specific occupancy classification, it has been clarified that
greenhouses are only to be considered as Group U where they are not more
appropriately classified as one of the other occupancies established in the IBC.

Chapter 4: Special Requirements for Use and Occupancy
Code Section
2018

2015

403.2.1.1
Modification

403.2.1.1

404.6
Modification

Section Title

Description of Change

Type of
Construction in
High-Rise
Buildings

The reduction in the minimum required fire-resistance ratings for certain
building elements of high-rise buildings is no longer applicable to Group H2, H-3 and H-5 occupancies due to the high physical hazard level such
uses pose.

404.6

Enclosure of
Atriums

The requirement that those spaces not separated from an atrium be
accounted for in the design of the smoke control system now applies only
in those cases where the atrium is provided with a smoke control system.

406.1
Clarification

406.1

Motor VehicleRelated
Occupancies

Provisions specific to motor-vehicle-related uses have been reformatted in a
manner such that those requirements that apply to all such uses have been
relocated in a single Section 406.1.

407.5
Modification

407.5

Maximum Smoke
Compartment Size

The allowance for larger smoke compartments in hospitals and other
Group I-2, Condition 2 occupancies has now been modified to only include
compartments containing single-patient sleeping rooms and suites, as well
as those compartments without patient sleeping rooms.

407.5.4
Modification

407.5.4

Required Egress
from Smoke
Compartments

In Group I-2 occupancies, any smoke compartment that does not have an
exit from the compartment must now provide direct access to a minimum of
two adjacent smoke compartments.

420.7
Modification

420.7

Corridor
Protection in
Assisted Living
Units

Shared living spaces, group meeting spaces and multipurpose therapeutic spaces
are now permitted to be open to fire-rated corridors in Group I-1 assisted living
housing facilities provided specific conditions are met.

420.8
Addition

Group I-1 Cooking
Facilities

A room or space containing a cooking facility with domestic cooking appliances is
now permitted to be open to a corridor in Group I-1 occupancies provided nine
specific conditions are met.

420.10
Addition

Dormitory Cooking The installation and use of domestic cooking appliances are now regulated in both
Facilities
common areas and sleeping rooms of Group R-2 college dormitories.
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Chapter 4: Special Requirements for Use and Occupancy, Continued
Code Section
2018

Section Title

Description of Change

2015

427
Addition

Medical Gas
Systems

In order to provide a more comprehensive and efficient compilation of construction
regulations, those IFC medical gas system requirements related directly to building
construction have now been replicated in the IBC.

428
Addition

Higher Education
Laboratories

Higher education laboratories using hazardous materials can now be considered
Group B occupancies provided such laboratories comply with new Section 428
which provides an alternative approach to the existing control area provisions.

Chapter 5: Heights and Areas
Code Section
2018

2015

503.1,
706.1
Modification

503.1,
706.1

Description of Change

Scope of Fire Wall
Use

The use of fire walls is now strictly limited to only the determination of permissible
types of construction, based upon allowable building area and height.

Allowable Height
and Area of
Occupied Roofs

New criteria is now provided establishing the appropriate methodology in the
regulation of building height in stories above grade plane where one or more
occupancies is located on the roof.

Table
506.2,
Note i

Allowable Area of
Type VB
Greenhouses

The tabular allowable area for nonsprinklered single-story greenhouses classified
as Group U occupancies has been substantially increased for Type VB buildings to
be consistent with those greenhouses classified as Group B, M, F-2 and E.

507.4

Sprinklers in
Unlimited Area
Group A-4
Buildings

The sprinkler omission permitted for indoor participant sport areas of unlimited area
Group A-4 buildings is now clearly not applicable to storage rooms, press boxes,
concession areas and other ancillary spaces.

503.1.4
Addition

Table
506.2,
Note i

Section Title

Modification

507.4
Clarification

508.4.1,
508.4.1,
508.4.1, Table
Table 508.4 Table 508.4 508.4 Separated
Modification
Occupancies vs.

Fire Area
Separations
510.2
Clarification

510.2

New provisions in Section 508.4.1 and Table 508.4 clarify that the fire separations
used for mixed occupancy purposes and those used for fire area purposes address
different concerns, and as such the most restrictive fire-resistance-rated conditions
shall apply.

Horizontal Building Vertical offsets are permitted in the horizontal fire-resistance-rated separation
Separation
mandated for “podium buildings” provided the minimum required fire-resistance
rating is maintained for the offsets and their supporting elements.
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2018 IBC Update

Code Section
2018

2015

Table 601,
Note b
Modification

Table 601,
Note b

602.3,
602.4.1
Clarification

602.3,
602.4.1

Section Title

Description of Change

Fire Protection of
Structural Roof
Members

All portions of the roof construction, including primary structural frame
members such as girders and beams, are now selectively exempted from
fire-resistance requirements based on Table 601 where every portion of the
roof construction is at least 20 feet above any floor below.

FRT Wood
Sheathing in
Exterior Wall
Assemblies

It has now been clarified that wood sheathing, as well wood framing, is
permitted in exterior walls of Type III and IV buildings where fire-retardanttreated wood is used.

Chapter 7: Fire and Smoke Protection Features
Code Section

Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

704.2,
704.4.1
Modification

704.2,
704.4.1

Column Protection
in Light-Frame
Construction

In walls of light-frame construction where primary structural frame members require
fire-resistive protection, columns extending only between the bottom and top plates
do not need to be provided with individual encasement protection.

Modification
705.2.3,
705.2.3.1,
705.2.4

1406.3,
1406.4

Combustible
Balconies,
Projections, and
Bay Windows

Construction requirements for balconies, porches, decks, bay windows and oriel
windows have been relocated from Section 1406 (Combustible Materials on the
Exterior Side of Exterior Walls) to Section 705.2.3 (Combustible Projections).

706.1.1
Modification

706.1.1

Party Walls Not
Construction as a fire wall is no longer required for a party wall provided the
Constructed as Fire aggregate height and area of the buildings on each side of the party wall are
Walls
compliant with Chapter 5 and applicable easements and agreements are
established addressing the maintenance of all fire and life safety systems of both
buildings.

706.2
Modification

706.2

Structural
Continuity of
Double Fire Walls

In Seismic Design Categories D through F, floor and roof sheathing is permitted to
continue through light-frame double fire wall assemblies where the sheathing does
not exceed a thickness of ¾ inch.

708.4
Clarification

708.4

Continuity of Fire
Partitions

The continuity requirements for fire partitions have been reformatted to provide for
increased clarity of their construction requirements.

708.4.2
Clarification

708.4.2

Fireblocking and
Draftstopping at
Fire Partitions

Fireblocking and draftstopping requirements for fire partitions of combustible
construction have been consolidated and modified.

713.8.1
Modification

713.8.1

Membrane
Penetrations of
Shaft Enclosures

Membrane penetrations not related to the purpose of a shaft enclosure are no
longer prohibited from penetrating the outside of the enclosure.

716.2.6.5
Addition

Delayed-Action
Self-closing doors that are not also required to be automatic-closing are now
Self-Closing Doors permitted to be equipped with delayed-action closers.
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2018 IBC Update

Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

803.3
Modification

803.3

803.11,
803.12
Addition

Description of Change

Interior Finish
Requirements for
Heavy Timber
Construction

Materials considered heavy timber construction must now comply with interior finish
requirements where exposed in interior exit stairways and exit passageways.

Flame Spread
Testing of
Laminates and
Veneers

Specific flame-spread testing provisions have been added to the IBC to address the
use of factory-produced laminated products with a wood substrate as well as
facings and wood veneers applied over a wood substrate on site.

Chapter 9: Fire Protection Systems

Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

901.6.2
Addition

Integrated Fire
Protection System
Testing

902.8
Addition

Fire Pump and Fire A number of prescriptive requirements have been added regulating the design and
Sprinkler Riser
construction of automatic sprinkler system riser rooms and fire pump rooms.
Rooms

Test criteria have been added to the code with a reference to new NFPA 4,
Standard for Integrated Fire Protection and Life Safety System Testing, to ensure
that where multiple fire protection systems or life safety systems are integrated, the
acceptance process and subsequent testing must evaluate all of the integrated
systems as a whole.

903.2.1
Clarification

903.2.1

Sprinklers
Required in Group
A Occupancies

903.2.3
Modification

903.2.3

Sprinklers in Group Criteria for occupant load threshold and location within the building have been
E occupancies
added as conditions that could require sprinkler protection in an Group E
educational occupancy.

903.3.1.2.1
Modification

903.3.1.2.3
Addition

903.3.1.2.1 Sprinkler

Protection at
Balconies and
Decks

The extent to which automatic sprinkler systems are required in multi-story Group A
occupancies has been clarified.

Where nonrated balconies and similar combustible projections of dwelling and
sleeping units are permitted in Type IIIA and VA buildings, it has been clarified that
the sprinkler protection is to be extended to the area of the projections.

Protection of Attics Sprinkler protection or acceptable alternative methods for the protection of attics are
in Group R
now addressed for mid-rise buildings housing multi-family occupancies and
Occupancies
equipped with an NFPA 13R sprinkler system.
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Chapter 9: Fire Protection Systems, Continued

Code Section

Description of Change

Section Title
2018

2015

904.13
Modification

904.13

904.14
Addition

Domestic Cooking
Protection in
Institutional and
Residential
Occupancies

Where domestic-type cooking operations are present in Group I-1 occupancies and
college dormitories classified as Group R-2, an automatic fire-extinguishing system
is now mandated in conjunction with the required hood over any cooktop or range.

Aerosol Fire
Extinguishing
Systems

The installation, inspection, testing and maintenance of aerosol fire extinguishing
systems are now addressed through applicable references to Sections 901 and
904.4 of the IBC and NFPA 2010, as well as the system’s listing and manufacturer’s
instructions.

Class III
Standpipes

Standpipe system protection is now required in those buildings having four or more
stories above or below grade plane regardless of the vertical distance between the
floor level of the highest story and the level of the fire department vehicle access.

Class I Standpipe
Connection
Locations

Modifications have been made regarding the location of hose connections within
interior exit stairway enclosures as well as the minimum number of connections
required where open breezeways and open stairs are provided.

905.3.1
Modification:

905.3.1

905.4
Modification

905.4

907.2.1
Modification

907.2.1

Fire Alarms in
Group A
Occupancies

An additional criterion now mandates the installation of a manual fire alarm system
where there is a Group A occupant load of more than 100 located above or below
the level of exit discharge.

907.2.10
Deletion

907.2.10

Group R-4 Fire
Alarm Systems

The installation of a manual fire alarm system and an automatic smoke detection
system are no longer required in Group R-4 occupancies.

Chapter 10: Means of Egress
Code Section
Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

1004.8,
Table 1004.5
Modification

1004.8,
Table
1004.5

Occupant Load
Calculation in
Business Use
Areas

The method of calculating occupant load in business areas has been revised which
will typically result in reduced design occupant loads. However, higher design
occupant loads can be now be assigned to concentrated business areas such as
telephone call centers and similar uses.

1006.2.1,
Table
1006.2.1
Modification

1006.2.1,
Table
1006.2.1

Group R Spaces
with One Exit or
Exit Access
Doorway

Allowances for single-exit Group R spaces have been reformatted and the
approach to accumulating occupant loads from adjacent rooms discharging through
foyers and lobbies has been clarified.
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Chapter 10: Means of Egress, Continued
Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

1006.3
Clarification

1006.3

1010.1.1
Clarification

1010.1.1

1010.1.4.4
Addition

1010.1.9.8
Modification

1010.1.9.8

1010.3.2
Addition

Description of Change

Egress Through
Adjacent Stories

The determination of means of egress requirements has been clarified where the
occupants must travel to an adjacent story to reach a complying exit or exits.

Size of Doors

Provisions addressing limits to the width and height of door openings have been
selectively reformatted and revised as necessary to correlate with the technical
accessibility requirements of ICC A117.1.

Locking
Arrangements in
Educational
Occupancies

Guidance has been provided to allow for enhanced security measures on
educational classroom egress doors and yet still continue to comply with applicable
means of egress requirements.

Use of Delayed
Egress Locking
Systems in Group
E Classrooms

The allowance for the use of delayed egress locking systems has been expanded to
also include egress doors serving Group E classrooms with an occupant load of
less than 50, as well as secondary exits or exit access doors serving courtrooms.

Security Access
Turnstiles

New conditions of use are now provided to the building official with criteria to
evaluate security access turnstiles that are located in a manner to obstruct a means
of egress.

Floor Level Exit
Sign Location

The permitted location for low-level exit signs selectively required in Group R-1
occupancies has been expanded to now allow the bottom of such sign to be
mounted up to 18 inches above the floor.

Stairway
Extensions

Fire-resistance-rated separation is not required between an interior exit stairway
and its exit passageway extension where both the stair enclosure and exit
passageway are pressurized.

The method for determining the minimum required refuge area size where a
horizontal exit has been provided has been modified to allow for a more appropriate
determination of the occupant load assigned to the refuge area.

1013.2
Modification

1013.2

1023.3.1
Modification

1023.3.1

1026.4
Modification

1026.4

Refuge Areas for
Horizontal Exits

1030.1
Clarification

1030.1

Required
The occupancies where emergency openings are required have been clarified and
Emergency Escape the minimum number of required openings in a residential basement has been
and Rescue
revised.
Openings
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2018 IBC Update

Code Section
Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

1103.2.14
Modification

1103.2.14

Access to Walk-In
Coolers and
Freezers

Revised conditions have now been placed on the use of walk-in cooler and freezers
exempted from accessibility provisions by requiring them to be accessed from only
employee work areas and limiting the scope to only pieces of equipment.

1109.2.1.2
Modification

1109.2.1.2

Fixtures in Family
or Assisted-Use
Toilet Rooms

Family or assisted-use toilet rooms may now also contain a child height water closet
and lavatory in order to provide a higher level of accommodation.

Chapter 12: Interior Environment
Code Section
Section Title
2018

2015

1206.2,
1207.3
Modification

1206.2,
1207.3

Engineering
Analysis of Sound
Transmission

Description of Change
A performance-based alternative approach for meeting the required sound
transmission class ratings for unit separation walls and floor/ceiling assemblies in
residential buildings has been introduced which allows for the use of an engineering
analysis based upon a comparison to previously-tested assemblies.

Chapter 14:Exterior Walls
Code Section
2018

2015

Modification
Table
1404.2

Table
1404.2

Section Title

Weather Covering
Minimum
Thickness

Description of Change

The minimum required thicknesses of masonry and stone veneer weather coverings
have been updated to align with current industry standards.

Chapter 15:Roof Assemblies and Rooftop Structures
Code Section
2018

Description of Change

2015

1504.3.3
Addition

1507.1
Clarification

Section Title

1507.1

Metal Roof
Shingles

Metal roof shingles are now addressed separately from other metal panel roof
systems with reference made to applicable standards for the labeling and testing of
wind resistance for the shingles.

Underlayment

Reorganization: Underlayment and ice barrier requirements have been relocated
from sections describing each type of roofing material and placed into one new
section describing the type, attachment and application of underlayment.
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2018 IBC Update

Code Section
2018

2015

1603.1
Modification

1603.1

Section Title

Construction
Documents

Description of Change

The construction document requirements for environmental and special loads have
been updated for rain, snow and wind forces and their components.

1604.3.7
Addition

Deflection of Glass Limits to the deflection of framing which supports glazing has been added to
Framing
Section 1604.3.

1604.10
Addition

Storm Shelters

The development of loads for storm shelters is to be based on ICC 500 which
provides wind speeds for tornado and hurricane shelter design using ASCE 7 load
combinations.

Deck Live Load

Table 1607.1 is now consistent with the provisions in the 2010 and 2016 editions of
ASCE 7 for minimum uniformly distributed live loads on decks and balconies by
increasing the deck live load to one and one-half times the live load of the area
served.

Table
1607.1
Modification

Table
1607.1

1607.14.2
Addition

Minimum Fire Load The minimum lateral load that fire walls are required to resist has been established
at five pounds per square foot.

1609
Modification

1609

Wind Loads

Section 1609 now has updated wind speed maps, including maps for the state of
Hawaii. Terminology for describing wind speeds has been changed again with
ultimate design wind speeds now called basic design wind speeds.

1613
Modification

1613

Earthquake Loads

The site coefficients contained in the IBC have now been brought into alignment
with the newest generation of ground motion attenuation equations.

1613.3.1Mo
dification

1613.3.1

Seismic Maps

The IBC seismic maps have been updated to match new maps in the 2015 NEHRP
Provisions and 2016 ASCE 7 standard.

Tsunami Loads

There are many coastal communities in the western United States and on islands in
the Pacific Ocean which need tsunami-resistant design of critical infrastructure and
essential facilities. New IBC Section 1615, Tsunami Loads, has been added to
address design of these facilities.

1615
Addition

Chapter 17: Special Inspections and Tests
Code Section
2018

2015

1704.6
Modification

1704.6

1705.2.2
Modification

1705.2.2

1705.12.6
Item 6
Addition

Section Title

Description of Change

Structural
Observations

Section 1704.6.1 has been added requiring structural observation of
buildings that are considered a high-rise or assigned to Risk Category IV.

Metal-plateconnected Wood
Trusses

Five-foot tall wood trusses requiring permanent bracing now require a periodic
special inspection to verify that the required bracing has been installed.

Designated
Seismic Systems

Section 1705.12.6 adds a provision for minimum clearance of fire sprinkler
components considered as a designated seismic system.
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2018 IBC Update

Code Section
2018

2015

1807.2
Modification

1807.2

1810.3.8.3
Modification

1810.3.8.3

Section Title

Description of Change

Retaining Walls

The requirement for consideration of a keyway in the sliding analysis of retaining
walls has been deleted from Section 1807.2.1.

Precast
Prestressed Piles

Equations in Section 1810.3.8.3 addressing precast prestressed piles have been
updated.

Chapter 19: Concrete
Code Section
2018

2015

1901.2
Modification

1901.2

Section Title

Seismic loads for
precast concrete
diaphragms

Description of Change

New language adds a requirement for the design of precast concrete diaphragms in
high seismic regions to use ASCE 7 Section 14.2.4.

Chapter 22: Steel
Code Section
Section Title
2018
2207.1,
Chapter 35
Modification

2211
Modification

Description of Change

2015
2207.1,
SJI standard
Chapter 35

2211

Cold-formed Steel
Light-frame
Construction

The 2015 edition of the combined SJI-100, Standard Specification for K-Series, LHSeries, and DLH-Series Open Web Steel Joists and Joist Girders, is the new
referenced standard for steel joists.

The 2015 editions of the AISI standards for cold-formed steel are adopted in the
2018 IBC. These new standards include AISI S240, AISI S400 and AISI S202.

Chapter 23: Wood
Code Section
2018

2015

2303.2.2
Modification

1203.2.2

2303.6

2303.6

Section Title

Description of Change

Fire-retardant
treated wood

The types of chemical treatment allowed for fire-resistant-treated lumber are
clarified.

Nails and Staples

Nails and staples are required to conform to the standard ASTM F 1667 including
Supplement 1. Minimum average bending moment values are added for staples.

Modification
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Chapter 23: Wood
Code Section
2018

Description of Change

2015

Table
2304.9.3.2
Addition

Table
2304.10.1
Modification

Section Title

Table
2304.10.1

Mechanically
Laminated
Decking

A new alternative fastener schedule for construction of mechanically laminated
decking is added to the 2018 IBC giving equivalent power-driven fasteners for the
20 penny nail.

Ring Shank Nails

The 2018 IBC and IRC are now aligned by requiring an 8-penny common or ring
shank nail when nailing 6:12 on center for roof sheathing.

2304.12.2.5, 2304.12.2.5, Supporting
2304.12.2.6 2304.12.2.6 members for
Modification
permeable floors

The provisions for permeable floors and roofs are modified to require positive
drainage of water and ventilation below the floor or roof to protect supporting wood
construction.

and roofs

Table
2308.4.1.1
(1)
Modification

Table
2308.4.1.1
(1)

Header and Girder
Spans – Exterior
Walls

The header and girder spans for the exterior bearing wall table are updated to allow
#2 Southern Pine design values rather than #1 Southern Pine thereby reducing
span lengths.

Table
2308.4.1.1
(2)
Modification

Table
2308.4.1.1
(2)

Header and Girder
Spans – Interior
Bearing Walls

The header and girder spans for the interior bearing walls table are updated to allow
No. 2 Southern Pine design values for spans rather than No. 1 Southern Pine
thereby reducing span lengths.

Chapter 26: Plastic
Code Section
2018

Section Title

Description of Change

2015

2603.13
Addition

Cladding
attachment over
foam sheathing to
wood framing

Requirements for cladding over foam sheathing and wood framing are added to the
International Building Code to match the International Residential Code and coldframed steel stud requirements.

Chapter 30: Elevators and Conveying Systems
Code Section
2018
3001.2
Addition

Section Title

Description of Change

2015
Emergency
Elevator
Communication
Systems

Additional communication capabilities are now required in accessible elevators to
enhance the usability of the two-way communication system by individuals with
varying degrees of hearing or speech impairments.
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Chapter 30: Elevators and Conveying Systems
Code Section

Section Title

Description of Change

2018

2015

3007.1
Modification

3007.1

Extent of Fire
Service Access
Elevator Travel

Fire service access elevators, where required, now only need to provide access to
those floor levels at and above the lowest level of fire department access. In
addition, elevators that only connect a parking garage to a building’s lobby need not
serve as fire service access elevators.

3008.1
Modification

3008.1

Required Number
of Occupant
Evacuation
Elevators

A reduction in the minimum number of elevators that must be considered as
occupant evacuation elevators now reflects a more reasonable performance-based
approach while still retaining the capacity to evacuate a high-rise building more
quickly than stairs alone.

Chapter 31: Special Construction
Code Section
2018

Section Title

Description of Change

2015

3112
Addition

Relocatable
Buildings

A process of acceptance for relocatable modular buildings has been established in
order to provide clear and consistent direction in the relocation, reuse and/or
repurposing of such buildings.

Chapter 33: Safeguards During Construction
Code Section
2018

2015

3310.1
Modification

3310.1

3314
Addition

Section Title

Description of Change

Stairways in
Buildings under
Construction

At least one temporary or permanent stairway must now be provided in a building
under construction once the building has reached a height of 40 feet as measured
from the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.

Fire Watch During
Construction

In order to protect adjacent properties from fire in a building of considerable height
when under construction, new provisions have been established to give authority to
the fire code official to require a fire watch during those hours where no construction
work is being done.

Appendix G: Flood-Resistant Construction
Code Section
2018

2015

G103.6
Modification

G103.6

Section Title

Watercourse
Alteration

Description of Change

Notification of a watercourse alteration should be given to all adjacent building
departments, not just those a building department believes will be affected.
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Appendix N: Replicable Buildings
Code Section
2018
Appendix N
Addition

Section Title

Description of Change

2015
Replicable
Buildings

Guidelines for replicable buildings have been added to the appendix in order to give
jurisdictions a tool they can adopt to help streamline the plan review process in
regard to code compliance.
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Residential Height Certification

Montgomery County DPS-Residential Zone
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17.d

ITEM

CODE SEC(s) #

1

R109.1.4.1

2

202

SECTION TITLE

Residential Building Height

Definitions

CHANGE TYPE

Brief summary of item change, Rationale for Change by IRC, & And Other Considerations

Working Group Action

Chapter 1 - Scope and Administration
Administrative provision added to provide neighborhoods with sufficient notification of a proposed new SFD
Chapter 2 - Definitions

Add/Modification

Changed and added several definitions consistent with revisions adopted by M&C regarding
sprinkler requirements. (New Construction, Substantial addition, Substantial re-construction),

Accepted

PART 2 - BUILDING PLANNING
3

Table 301.2 (1)

4

Table 301.2 (1)

5

R301.3.1

6

7

Climatic & Geographic Design
Criteria
Manual J Design Criteria

Modification
Addition

Accepted

Added new table to include the Manual J design criteria

Manual J values inserted into table

Residential Building Heights

Relocation/
Modification

Relocated content of section R301.3.1 to section R109.4.1 as this is more of an inspection
related requirement. Re-wrote section and added an exception for projects where the
requirement does not apply if the height of the existing house is not increasing.

Agreed this code section was poorly written
and needed clarification on "a qualified
person".

R310.1

Emergency escape and rescue
opening required

Modification

Exception #2 to this section was removed

Group felt emergency and escape windows
should be in ALL bedrooms, nothwithstanding
sprinklers

R325.3

Area Limitations

Modification

Amendment replaces references of "section P2904" with NFPA 13D

Mainly a housekeeping item

Modification

Corrected concrete compressive strength requirement and modified square foot threshold
for accessory building form 144 sq. ft. to 200 sq. ft. before a permanent foundation is
required.

Housekeeping item and group was OK with
increase in square footage requirement as
many per-manufactured sheds of this size are
designed to sit on skids.

8

R403.1

General

9

R403.5

Exterior Deck Footings

10

R507.1

Decks

Modification

11

R507.3.1

Minimum size

Modification

12

R507.3.2

Minimum depth

Modification

13

Appendix J

Existing Buildings and Structures

Appendix Q

Tiny Houses

14

Revised frost line depth from 24" to 30"

Relocation

New
Addition

Removed City amendment and footing sizes will now be in accordance with prescribed table
in section R507.
Modified section to include statement that decks shall be built in accordance with IRC and
"City of Rockville Typical Deck Details" handout

All in agreement

Allows the enforcement of details form the
deck handout guide.
Maintains the Cities current amendment in
Establishes that deck footings shall be no less than 16"X16" square or 18" diameter in addition
addition to the prescribed table for deck
to the requirements of Table R507.3.1
footings.
Removes exception #2 which allows for free standing deck to omit a footing below the frost Group felt free standing decks should have
line.
footings below the frost line
Gives the City the ability to use the
Adopt Appendix J
requirements in Appendix J for Existing
structures.
Gives City authority to enforce new standard
Adopt Appendix Q
for houses < 400 sq. ft once permitted by
Zoning
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17.e

CODE SEC(s)
#

SECTION TITLE

CHANGE TYPE

Brief summary of item change

Rockville Code

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration
Modification
Make changes to Code year
Deleted
Addressed in Article XII
Modification
To add in the NFPA codes
Addition
To have the most restrictive code apply
Addition
Spells out what an existing structure is
Modification
Dropped reference of Property Maintenance Code
Deleted
Removed to subject of Annual permits
Modification
Provide list of items that do not require permit - modified 320 sf. ft drywall
replacement
Work Exempt from permit
105.2.2.3
Repairs
Addition
to spell out what is a repair
105.5
Expriation
Modification
to set the time that a permit is valid
105.5.1
Extensions
Addition
How to apply for an extension and limit the number of extensions
107.2
Construction documents
Modification
To change the number of sections
107.2.1.1
Building height and area calculations
Addition
Requiring the information to be provided
107.2.2.1
Shop drawings
Addition
Fire protection plans to be reviewed by FPEDE when required
107.2.2.1.1
Required statement
Addition
Have the statement by FPEDE for review and in compliance with code
107.2.9
Fire Protection Engineer Design Evaluation Addition
Outlines what the FPEDE is required to do
107.2.9.1
FPEDE finals
Addition
Defines the requirements of FPEDE at finals
107.2.10
Use groups req'd a FPEDE
Addition
when a FPEDE is required
107.2.10.1
Qualifications of FPEDE
Addition
FPEDE shall be a proffesional engineer in State of Maryland
107.3.3
Phased approval
Modification
Allows for foundation permits to be issued
107.3.4.2
Design proffesional
Addition
Applying the State of Maryland law for signed and sealed plans
109.6
Fees
Deleted
Remove section about fees which is elseware in City Code
110.3.4.1
Residential Building Height
Addition
New administrative provision added to provide neighborhoods with sufficient notice
of a new proposed SFD
111.1.1-111.1.3
Certificate of Occupancy
Addition
Spells out when an occupancy is required
111.3
Temporary occupancy
Addition
To bring in what the Zoning Ordinance states about temp. occupancy
113.1
Administrative appeals
Modification
Moves appeals to one spot in code Chapter 5 Art. 1, Sec 5-12
115.3
Unlawful continuance
Modification
Once stop work order has been issued if work continues fines can be assest
101.3.1
101.4.4
101.4.5
102.4.1
102.6
103.3
105.1.1 & 105.1.2
105.2

Application of references
Property maintenance
Fire prevention.
Conflicts
Existing structures
Deputies
Annual permit

Chapter 3 Use and Occupancy Classification
303.1.2

414.1.2.2

501.3

Small assembly spaces

Deleted

Labortory chemicals

Addition

Chapter 4 Special Detailed requirements Based on Use and Occupancy
Must provide and maintain MSDS for chemicals in labs

Internal fire dept access in complex
structures

Addition

Chapter 5 General Building Heights and Areas
One entrance to a stair shall be in the vicinity of fire dept access point

Match MC Code. Unchanged
from 2015

Working Group Action
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CODE SEC(s)
#

SECTION TITLE

CHANGE TYPE

Scope
Sprinkler zones
Manner for calculation of
residential bathroom square footage

Modification
Addition
Addition

Sprinkler floor control valves
arrangement
Sprinkler plan preservation
Insullation value for sprinkler
piping protection
Minimum length of dry type
sprinkler heads
Sprinkler system riser location

Addition

Spelling out where control valves are to be located

Unchanged from 2015

Addition
Addition

Requiring sprinkler plans be retained in building
Requiring the minimum insulation on sprinkler pipes

Unchanged from 2015
Unchanged from 2015

Addition

Setting minimum length of dry pipe to 12"

Addition
Modification

907.6.4.3
907.6.4.4
911.1.1

Electric water flow alarm
Fire department communication
system
Fire alarm Zones
Fire alarm zones unprotected areas
Fire command center location

913.2.3
913.2.3.1

Fire pump room design
Fire pump room doorway

Addition
Addition

913.2.3.2
913.2.3.3
913.2.3.4

Fire pump room protection
Fire pump room drains
Fire pump test header location

Addition
Addition
Addition

913.2.3.5

Fire pump transfer switch

Addition

Radio amplification system
Fire hydrants

Modification
Addition

Scope

Addition

901.1
903.1.2
903.3.1.1.2.1

903.4.3.1
903.6
903.7
903.8
903.9
907.1.2.1
907.2.12.2

918
919

1001.1.1

Addition

Addition
Addition
Modification

Brief summary of item change

Chapter 9 Fire Protection Systems
Enters in the Maryland fire provention code
spells out how the sprinkler and alarms are to be zoned in buildings
How to size a residential bathroom for sprinkler coverage

Rockville Code

Unchanged from 2015
Unchanged from 2015
Unchanged from 2015

Change in numbering from 903.9
in 2015 edition
Setting the location of alarmed checked valves
Change in numbering from 903.10
in 2015 edition
Sets the location of water flow device alarm if electric
Unchanged from 2015
Removes the reference to the International Fire Code
Change in numbering from
907.2.13.2
Has each floor zoned seperatly
Unchanged from 2015
Limits the size of building area that is unprotected by an automatic sprinkler system
Unchanged from 2015
Established location and radion enhancements
Amended to mirror MC code
language
Room shall be size to allow service and maintenance
Unchanged from 2015
Spell out that door shall be provided to the exterior of the building and shall be sized
Unchanged from 2015
to move fire pumpin and out of room
Protection of the rooms to include not blocking the door into the room
Unchanged from 2015
Room shall have 2 floor drains
Unchanged from 2015
Fire pump test header to be located were not to be confused with sprinkler/standpipe
Unchanged from 2015
feed connection
Fire pump controller shall be a dual service controller if electric power supply is
Unchanged from 2015
electrical
Requirements for amplification system for emergency service personnel
Change in numbering from 916
Addresses the spacing, location, markings, color code and protection of hydrants
Change in numbering from 917
Chapter 10 Means of Egress
Acknowldge the means of egress requirement is also covered by the State of
Maryland Fire Prevention Code

Unchanged from 2015

Working Group Action
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CODE SEC(s)
#
1028.6

SECTION TITLE

CHANGE TYPE

Brief summary of item change

Rockville Code

Construction of path to egress
discharge

Addition

Egress path shall be made of permanent materials to a public way.

Unchanged from 2015

Accessiblity

Modification

1208.2.1

Dedicated attic walkways

1507.1.1
1507.1.2

Cool roof requirement
Solar reflective index

Chapter 11

Chapter 11 Accessibility
Has been replaced with the Maryland accessibility code

Unchanged from 2015

Addition

Chapter 12 Interior Enviroment
Provide a walkway in attic areas that have equipment for maintenance and service

Unchanged from 2015

Addition
Addition

Chapter 15 Roof Assemblies and Rooftop Structures
Requires cool roof coverings
Solar reflective index in accordance with ASTM E1980

Unchanged from 2015
Unchanged from 2015

APPENDICES

Working Group Action
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2018 CODE CHANGE MATRIX: CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE XIV. GREEN BUILDING REGULATIONS

Table 302.1

Requirements and electives
determined by jurisdiction

Deletion

Table 302.1

Requirements and electives
determined by jurisdiction

Addition

Table 302.1
17 6/25/2019

Requirements and electives
determined by jurisdiction

Deleted Local
Amendment

15

Attachment 17.f: 2018 IgCC significant change matrix RS 11-19-18 edits (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to

Note: The following includes changes to Article XIV Green Building Regulations, local changes to the model codes, and deletions of previous local amendments. The summary does not include all changes between the 2012 and 2015 codes.
Brief summary of Change
ITEM CODE SEC(s) #
SECTION TITLE
CHANGE TYPE
Rockville Code
Working Group Action
(Item changed, rationale and other considerations)
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec 5-303
Green Building Applicability
Modification
Specifies one and two family dwelling projects meeting the definitions of new construction and
substantial reconstruction as defined in Section 5-102, R202 shall comply with requirements
1
of Article XIV (Green Building Regulations).
Sec 5-303
Green Building Applicability
Deletion
Deletes exemption for permits applied for prior to July 1, 2015. This condition is no longer
relevant as the adopting resolution will include the date that all changes to Chapter 5 will go
2
into effect.
DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
3
Sec 5-311
Administration
Modification
References Chief of Zoning to align with current job titles.
4
Sec 5-313
Waivers and Modifications
Modification
References Chief of Zoning to align with current job titles.
DIVISION 3. DEFINITIONS
Section 5-316
Definitions
Modification
Modifies the LEED definition to include the most current mandated version by the US Green
5
Building Council to account for iterative changes in the third party rating system.
Section 5-316
Definitions
Modification
Modifies reference from the 2012 to the 2015 edition of the National Green Building Standard
6
(ICC 700 2015).
DIVISION 4. NON-RESIDENTIAL AND MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL GREEN BUILDINGS
(Local amendments to the 2015 IgCC)
Section 5-321
International Green Construction
Modification
Modifies reference from the 2012 to the 2015 edition of the International Green Construction
7
Code- Adopted
Code.
Section 5-322
International Green Construction
Modification
Modifies reference from the 2012 to the 2015 edition of the International Green Construction
8
Code- Amendments
Code.
IgCC Chapter 1 Scope and Administration
101.3
Scope
Modification
Includes alternative compliance path of a minimum of USGBC-LEED Certification at the Silver
9
level.
101.3.1
Residential construction
Modification
Modifies reference from the 2012 to the 2015 edition of the National Green Building Standard.
Residential construction must meet a minimum of Silver Performance level in Chapters 5
through 10 of the 2015 edition of the National Green Building Standard (ICC 700 2015).
10
101.4
Appendices
Modification
Clarifies reference to Appendix with local amendments. Removes reference to Appendices C
11
and D, as they are no longer included in the 2015 IgCC.
107
Fees
Deleted Local
Deletes local amendment. The 2015 IgCC removed Section 107 Fees and replaced it with
12
Amendment
Section 107 Inspections.
IgCC Chapter 3 - Jurisdictional Requirements
302.1
Requirements and electives
Modification
Clarifies the sections or subsections that are not required by code and relocated to Appendix
13
determined by jurisdiction
A-Project Electives, Section A110 Additional Project Electives.
Table 302.1
Requirements and electives
Modification
Modified table to reflect the 2015 IgCC, summarize local requirements, clarify the sections
determined by jurisdiction
that have local amendments, and identify the code sections or subsections that are not
required and are relocated to Appendix A-Project Electives.
14
The 2015 IgCC deleted the following sections from the 2012 edition: Sections 303 (Whole Life
Cycle), 507 (Building Envelope Moisture Control), 611.1.5.5 (Post-occupancy
recommissioning), 705 (Metering), 706 (Nonpotable Water Resources), 707 (Rainwater
Collection and Distribution Systems), 708 (Gray Water Systems), 709 (Reclaimed Water
Systems), 710 (Alternate Onsite Nonpotable Water Systems), and 904 (Building Operations
and Maintenance).
Adds new sections in the 2015 IgCC: 612 (Outcome-Based Pathway Requirements) is not a
code requirement; 701.2 (Water Usage Metering) is not a code requirement; 702.6-702.19
(Municipal Reclaimed Water through Film Processors) is not a code requirement.

16
Deletes entire Section 608 (Building Electrical Power and Lighting Systems) from code. Defer
to the 2018 IECC electrical power and lighting system requirements.
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407.2

Changing and shower facilities

407.3

Bicycle parking and storage

407.4

Preferred Vehicle Parking

408.2

Site Hardscape

30
31
32
33
409

Site Lighting

34

503.2
35
505
36
6/25/2019

Deconstruction and demolition
material and waste management
plan
Materials Selection

Existing Local
Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment

Existing Local
Amendment

Deletes Section 407.2 (Changing and shower facilities). Existing City Codes and Ordinance
address these topics.
Deletes Section 407.3 (Bicycle parking and storage). Existing City Codes and Ordinance
address these topics.
Section 407.4 (Preferred Vehicle Parking) is removed and added as an elective in Appendix A
Section A110-407.4
Modifies Section 408.2 Site hardscape requirements from 50% to 40%. Consistent with
Montgomery County.
Section 409 (Site Lighting) is removed and added as an elective in Appendix A Section A110409
Chapter 5 Material Resource Conservation and Efficiency
No changes to local amendments proposed. Maintains the following previously adopted local
amendments:
Requires a deconstruction and demolition waste management plan be developed to divert a
minimum of 50 percent of deconstruction and demolition materials from the landfill.

Existing Local
Amendment

Section 505 (Materials Selected) is removed and added as an elective in Appendix A Section
A110-505
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Note: The following includes changes to Article XIV Green Building Regulations, local changes to the model codes, and deletions of previous local amendments. The summary does not include all changes between the 2012 and 2015 codes.
Brief summary of Change
ITEM CODE SEC(s) #
SECTION TITLE
CHANGE TYPE
Rockville Code
Working Group Action
(Item changed, rationale and other considerations)
Table 302.1
Requirements and electives
Modification
Modifies titles to align with the 2015 IgCC: Section 409 changed to Site Lighting; Section 610
determined by jurisdiction
changed to Onsite Renewable Energy System; Section 702.1-702.4 changed to Fitting and
Fixture consumption through Drinking fountain controls; Section 902 changed to Special
Inspection and Commissioning; Section 903 changed to Building Operations and
18
Maintenance Documentation.
Table 302.1
Requirements and electives
Addition
Add A103 to clarify that a minimum 10 project electives shall be selected from sections A104
19
determined by jurisdiction
through A110, as amended.
301.2.1
zEPI
Modification
Under the Performance-based method, changed the Zero Energy Performance Index (zEPI)
score from 51 to 50 or less (i.e., 50% lower energy use than an average 2000 building). Score
20
is consistent with 2015 IgCC and Montgomery County.
303
Whole Building Life Cycle
Deleted Local
Delete local amendment. The 2015 IgCC removed Section 303.
21
Amendment
IgCC Chapter 4 - Site Development and Land Use
No changes to local amendments proposed. Maintains the following previously adopted local
amendments:
401.2
Predesign site inventory
Existing Local
Deletes Section 401.2 (Predesign site inventory and assessment). Existing City Codes and
22
assessment
Amendment
Ordinance address these topics.
402
Preservation of Natural Resources
Existing Local
Deletes Section 402 (Preservation of Natural Resources). Existing City Codes and Ordinance
23
Amendment
address these topics.
403
Stormwater Management
Existing Local
Deletes Section 403 (Stormwater Management). Existing City Codes and Ordinance address
24
Amendment
these topics.
404
Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor
Existing Local
Section 404 (Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor Fountains) is removed and added as an
25
Fountains
Amendment
elective in Appendix A Section A110-404
405.1
Soil and water quality protection
Existing Local
Deletes Section 405.1 (Soil and water quality protection). Existing City Codes and Ordinance
26
Amendment
address these topics.
405.2
Vegetation and soil protection
Existing Local
Deletes Section 405.2 (Vegetation and soil protection). Existing City Codes and Ordinance
27
Amendment
address these topics.
405.3
Native Plant Landscaping
Existing Local
Section 405.3 (Native Plant Landscaping) is removed and added as an elective in Appendix A
28
Amendment
Section A110-405.3
407.1
Walkways and bicycle paths
Existing Local
Deletes Section 407.1 (Walkways and bicycle paths). Existing City Codes and Ordinance
Amendment
address these topics.
29
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55
703.6

Humidifier discharge

703.7

Cooling tower, evaporative
condensers and fluid coolers
Wet-hooded exhaust scrubber
systems
Water Treatment Devices and
Equipment

56
57
703.8
58
704
59 6/25/2019

Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment
Existing Local
Amendment
Modification

Attachment 17.f: 2018 IgCC significant change matrix RS 11-19-18 edits (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to

Note: The following includes changes to Article XIV Green Building Regulations, local changes to the model codes, and deletions of previous local amendments. The summary does not include all changes between the 2012 and 2015 codes.
Brief summary of Change
ITEM CODE SEC(s) #
SECTION TITLE
CHANGE TYPE
Rockville Code
Working Group Action
(Item changed, rationale and other considerations)
506
Lamps
Existing Local
Section 506 (Lamps) is removed and added as an elective in Appendix A Section A110-506
Amendment
37
Chapter 6 Energy Conservation, Efficiency and CO₂ Emission Reduction
604
Automated Demand Response
Existing Local
Section 604 (Automated Demand Response Infrastructure) is removed and added as an
Infrastructure
Amendment
elective in Appendix A Section A110-604
38
606.5
Economizers
Deleted Local
Deletes previous local amendment because the 2015 IgCC references the IECC.
39
Amendment
606.5.1
Economizer systems
Existing Local
Section 606.5.1 (Economizer systems) is removed and added as an elective to Appendix A
40
Amendment
Section A110-606.5.1 of this Code.
606.7
Kitchen exhaust systems
Deleted Local
Deletes local amendment. The 2015 IgCC deleted the requirements for kitchen exhaust
Amendment
systems. Reference to NFPA 96 standard for commercial cooking operations is no longer
41
needed.
607.3
Pools, hot tubs, and spas
Deleted Local
Deletes local amendment. Section 607.3 (Pools, hot tubs, and spas) is included in the code.
42
Amendment
607.4
Snowmelt systems
Deleted Local
Deletes local amendment. Section 607.4 (Snowmelt systems) is included in the code.
43
Amendment
608
Building Electrical Power and
Deletion
Deletes local amendment and deletes entire Section 608 (Building Electrical Power and
Lighting Systems
Lighting Systems) from the code. Defer to 2018 IECC electrical power and lighting system
44
requirements.
609
Specific Appliances and Equipment
Modified Local
Modifies local amendment. Entire Section 609 (Specific Appliances and Equipment) is
45
Amendment
removed and added as an elective to Appendix A Section A110-609.
610
Onsite Renewable Energy Systems
Modification
Modifies section name to correspond to 2015 IgCC. Section 610 (Onsite renewable energy
46
systems) removed from code and added as elective in Appendix A110-610
611.1.5.5
Post occupancy recommissioning
Deleted local
Deletes local amendment. The 2015 IgCC deleted this section.
47
amendment
612
Outcome-Based Pathway
Deletion
Deletes Section 612 (Outcome-Based Pathway Requirement) from the code.
48
Requirements
Chapter 7- Water Resource Conservation, Quality and Efficiency
49
701.2
Water usage meter required
Deletion
Deletes Section 701.2 (Water usage meter required) from the code.
702.5
Appliances
Modification
Modifies section numbers to correspond to 2015 IgCC.
Section 702.5 (Appliances) removed from code and included as elective to Appendix A
50
Section A110-702.5
702.6-702.19
Municipal reclaimed water through
Modified Local
Modifies section numbers to correspond to 2015 IgCC.
51
Film Processors
Amendment
Local amendment - deleted subsections from code requirement
703.1
Hydronic closed systems
Existing Local
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
52
Amendment
703.2
Humidification systems
Existing Local
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
53
Amendment
703.3
Condensate coolers and tempering
Existing Local
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
54
Amendment
703.4
Condensate drainage recovery
Existing
Local
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
Local amendment - deleted from code requirement
Water Treatment Devices and Equipment is removed from code and included as elective in
Appendix A Section A110-704.

3 of 5

Packet Pg. 194

17.f

2018 CODE CHANGE MATRIX: CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE XIV. GREEN BUILDING REGULATIONS

6/25/2019
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Note: The following includes changes to Article XIV Green Building Regulations, local changes to the model codes, and deletions of previous local amendments. The summary does not include all changes between the 2012 and 2015 codes.
Brief summary of Change
ITEM CODE SEC(s) #
SECTION TITLE
CHANGE TYPE
Rockville Code
Working Group Action
(Item changed, rationale and other considerations)
705-710
Metering through Alternative Onsite
Deletion
Subsections deleted by 2015 IgCC.
Nonpotable Water Sources
60
Chapter 8- Indoor Environmental Quality and Comfort
803.3
Environmental tobacco smoke
Deletion
Deleted by 2015 IgCC.
61
control
803.3.1
Isolation of pollutants
Modified Local
Modifies section number to correspond to 2015 IgCC. Local amendment requires enclosing
Amendment
walls to be constructed and sealed as required for a smoke partition in a fully sprinklered
62
building or 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction assemblies.
804.1
Fireplaces and appliance
Existing Local
Delete Section 804.1 (Fireplaces and appliances) from code.
63
Amendment
804.2
Post-construction, pre-occupancy
Existing Local
Section 804.2 (Post-construction, pre-occupancy baseline IAQ testing) is removed from code
64
baseline IAQ testing
Amendment
and included as elective to Appendix A Section A110-804.2.
806
Material Emissions and Pollutant
Existing Local
Section 806 (Material Emissions and Pollutant Control) is removed from code and included as
65
Control
Amendment
elective to Appendix A Section A110-806.
807
Acoustics
Existing Local
Section 807 (Acoustics) is removed from code and included as elective to Appendix A Section
66
Amendment
A110-807.
808
Daylighting
Existing Local
Section 808 (Daylighting) is removed from code and included as elective to Appendix A
67
Amendment
Section A110-808.
Chapter 9 - Commissioning, Inspections, Operations and Maintenance
903.1
General
Deletion of local
Deletes local amendment due to significant changes between the 2012 and 2015 editions of
68
amendment
the IgCC.
902.1.1.1
Qualification of approved agencies
Modified local
Modifies section number and title to correspond to 2015 IgCC. The local amendment removes
amendment
"the code official is permitted to be the approval agency" for commissioning purposes.
69
Chapter 10 - Existing Buildings
Chapter 10
Existing Building
Existing Local
Chapter deleted, not required.
70
Amendment
Chapter 11 - Existing Building Site Development
Chapter 11
Existing Building Site Development
Existing Local
Chapter deleted, not required.
71
Amendment
Appendices
Sec A103.2
Required number of and selection of
Modification
Modified local amendment to reflect 2015 IgCC language and include local requirement of 10
72
project electives
project electives.
Table A103.2
Project Electives
Addition
The 2015 IgCC combines all elective tables into one new summary table, A103.2 Project
73
Electives. The local amendments modify this table to:
Table A103.2
Project Electives
Deletion
Delete Appendix A electives:
Sections A104.1 (Flood hazard area project elective), A104.7 (Changing and shower facilities
project elective) and A104.8 (Long-term bicycle parking and storage project elective).
Existing City Codes and Ordinance already address these topics.
74
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2018 CODE CHANGE MATRIX: CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE XIV. GREEN BUILDING REGULATIONS
Attachment 17.f: 2018 IgCC significant change matrix RS 11-19-18 edits (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to

Note: The following includes changes to Article XIV Green Building Regulations, local changes to the model codes, and deletions of previous local amendments. The summary does not include all changes between the 2012 and 2015 codes.
Brief summary of Change
ITEM CODE SEC(s) #
SECTION TITLE
CHANGE TYPE
Rockville Code
Working Group Action
(Item changed, rationale and other considerations)
Table A103.2
Project Electives
Addition
Add appendix electives: The following sections and subsections are removed from Chapter 4
through Chapter 8 of the code and relocated to elective options in Appendix A110:
404 (Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor Fountains), 405.3 (Native Plant Landscaping), 407.4
(Preferred Vehicle Parking), 409 (Site Lighting), 505 (Material Selection), 506 (Lamps), 604
(Automated Demand Response (Auto-DR) Infrastructure), 606.5.1 (Economizer Systems),
609 (Specific Appliances and Equipment), 610 (Onsite Renewable Energy Systems), 702.5
(Appliances), 704 (Water Treatment Devices and Equipment), 804.2 (Post-Construction PreOccupancy Baseline IAQ Testing), 806 (Material Emissions and Pollutant Control), 807
(Acoustics) and 808 (Daylighting).
The applicant must select 10 electives from Table A103.2 Project Electives.
75
A102.2
A110

Required number of project
electives
Additional Project Electives

Table A110

Additional Project Electives

76
77
78
Sec-332

Green Building Checklist
Requirements

Sec-333

ENERGY STAR Appliances
Required
Rockville Green Homes Required

Deletion
Modified local
amendment
Deletion of local
amendment
Modification

79
80
Sect-334
81

6/25/2019

Deletion
Modification

Section deleted by 2015 IgCC.
Corrects section numbers to correspond to 2015 IgCC and specifies project electives
relocated to Appendix A.
Deletes Table A110. The table is no longer needed since all electives are included in Table
A103.2
DIVISION 5. ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLING REQUIREMENTS
References green building applicability requirements in Section 5-303 for consistency.
(Includes projects meeting the definitions of new construction and substantial reconstruction
as defined in Section 5-102, R202)
Deletes requirement, redundant with requirements in the 2018 International Energy
Conservation Code.
Modifies reference from the 2012 to the 2015 edition of the National Green Building Standard
(ICC 700 2015).
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Article
I
I
V
V

Section
5.2
5.7
5.68

Description of change
Definition of Certified building Official
Added language to make unlawful to remove stop work order
Removed numerous definitions
Added requirement for permit when removal and replacement of
105.2(14) drywall is occurring (over 300 sq. feet)

V

Cost Impact
none
none
none
Minimal
reduction

110.3.4.1

Modified requirements for height certification

V

911.1.1

Requirement for door location on fire comand center

negligible

V

911.1.6

Added/amended items 2,11 & 19

minimal

V

2310

VI

Added new section for deck construction

R105.1.1 SFD Permit Notification
Added requirement for permit when removal and replacement of
drywall is occurring (over 300 sq. feet)

VI

R105.2(10)

VI

R109.1.4.1 Modified Requirements for height certification

VI

Table
301.2(1)

VI

R401.4.1 Removed this previously deleted section

VI/ XI

Modfied frost depth requirement

P2804.8/ Added requirement to require expansion tank on water heaters
607.3
(existing)

Possible fine amount

Cost of permit, $153
Added exceptions could reduce construction cost for
homeowners. Order of magnitude $500+

May present some design and/or cost challenges where
ground level retail is incorporated in building design
Fire pump remote starting and shunt trip device

none
negligible

minimal cost for 18x24 placard. > 15 per year

minimal

Cost of permit $127.50

reduction

Added exceptions would reduce construction cost for
homeowners. Order of magnitude $500+

negligible
No cost
minimal/
substantial

VIII

C103.2

Energy Code checklist required to be shown on commercial drawings

Minimal

VIII

R103.2

Energy Code checklist required to be shown on residential drawings

Minimal

Changes to artice XIV should have no effect on cost as it is optional
what is chosen for the project electives.

Negligible

XIV

Cost impact notes

small cubic inches/feet of additional concrete
No change as DPW already requires for problem soil area
Minimal cost for a new hose or large project, substantial cost
if just replacing a water heater.
Cost of Mechanical Engineer adding to contract
Applicant or design consultant can complete checklist
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Ordinance No. ______

ORDINANCE:

To revise and amend Chapter 5 of the
Rockville City Code entitled “Buildings
and Building Regulations,” by adopting
with certain additions, deletions and
amendments the ICC International
Building Code, (2018 Edition), the ICC
International Residential Code, (2018
Edition), the NFPA 70 National Electrical
Code, (2017 Edition), the ICC International
Energy Conservation Code, (2018 Edition),
the ICC International Fuel Gas Code,
(2018 Edition), the ICC International
Mechanical Code, (2018 Edition), the ICC
International Plumbing Code, (2018
Edition), the ICC International Existing
Building Code, (2018 Edition), ICC
International Green Construction Code,
(2015 Edition), and by making other minor
technical changes

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE,
MARYLAND, that Chapter 5 of the Rockville City Code entitled “Buildings and Building
Regulations” is hereby amended as follows:
SECTION 1. That Article I, “In General,” is unchanged by this ordinance and reads as follows:

Chapter 5. BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 5-1. Remedial intent.
This chapter is hereby declared to be remedial and shall be liberally construed to secure the
beneficial purposes intended hereby. Any requirement essential for the structural, fire or sanitary
safety of a proposed or existing building or structure, or essential for the health and safety of the
occupants thereof, and which is not specifically covered by this chapter, shall be determined by
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the enforcing authority for this chapter on a basis consonant with the general tenor and objectives
of this chapter.

Sec. 5-2. Definition.
The definitions contained in this section apply throughout this chapter and are in addition to the
definitions contained in the individual articles and any document referred to therein:
Administrative authority means the City Manager and the City Manager's designees and duly
authorized agents.
Building Official. means the officer or other designated authority charged with the administration
and enforcement of this code, or a duly authorized representative.
Certified Building Official means an individual who holds a current certification as a Certified
Building Official from the International Code Council (ICC) or an equivalent certification
through a recognized certification program.
COMAR means The Code of Maryland Regulations which is provided online by the Division of
State Documents at www.dsd.state.md.us.
Code Official means the officer or other designated authority charged with the administration
and enforcement of this code, or a duly authorized representative.
Historic Building Catalog means inventory of properties that may meet the City’s Historic
District Designation Criteria and that must be reviewed according to the Criteria by the Historic
District Commission before demolition may occur. Refer to Article 14 of City of Rockville
Zoning Ordinance.
Sec. 5-3. Compliance with other applicable laws, ordinances, regulations.
(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be so construed so as to excuse compliance with any other
applicable law or regulation.
(b) The owner of any property in a Historic District Zone must receive a Certificate of
Approval from the City of Rockville Historic District Commission before exterior
alterations or demolition may occur. Demolition of any property may not occur without
Historic District Commission approval in accordance with the City of Rockville Zoning
Ordinance Section 25.04.04.b.1. Exterior alterations to any building listed in the City’s
Historic Building Catalog may not occur without Historic District Commission approval
if it is the subject of an application for nomination, historic evaluation, or demolition in
accordance with the City of Rockville Zoning Ordinance Section 25.07.14 and 25.14.01.
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Sec. 5-4. Administration.
The City Manager, as the administrative authority, may designate the Chief of Inspection
Services Division or any other employee of the City, who is a Certified Building Official as
defined in section 5-2 of this article, to administer any or all of the provisions of this chapter. The
person so authorized may delegate any or all of the powers and duties under this chapter to
assistants, subordinates or other employees of the City.
Sec. 5-5. Entry powers.
The administrative authority shall, after proper identification, have the right to enter any
premises at any time during normal working hours and at any time in cases of emergency, for the
purpose of performing duties under this chapter in the interest of public safety and/or to enforce
the provisions of this chapter.
Sec. 5-6. Authority to require exposure of installation.
Whenever any installation requiring a permit and/or inspection under any provision of this
chapter is covered or concealed without having first been inspected, the administrative authority
may require by written notice that such work shall be exposed for inspection. Any cost of such
exposing and recovering shall be borne by the permittee or party responsible for the work
requiring inspection.
Sec. 5-7. Authority to stop work.
(a) When any construction or installation work is being performed in violation of this chapter,
any applicable permit, or approved plans and specifications, a written notice shall be issued to
the responsible party to stop work on that portion of the work that is in violation. The notice shall
state the nature of the violation and no work shall be continued on that portion until the
administrative authority determines that the violation has been corrected.
(b) In addition to other provisions of this chapter relating to service of notice, a notice to stop
work shall be posted at the job site if practicable.
(c) It shall be unlawful to remove a posted “STOP WORK” order unless directed by a Code
Official.
Sec. 5-8. Service of orders and notices.
Except as otherwise specifically provided by this chapter, any order or notice issued pursuant to
this chapter shall be served upon the owner, agent or occupant of the structure to which the order
or notice relates or other person responsible for the condition of violation. Service shall be made
either by personal service; by delivering the same to the subject premises or the office or usual
place of abode of the person being served and leaving it with some person of suitable age and
responsibility who shall be informed of the contents thereof; by mailing a copy thereof to such
person by certified mail to the last known address with return receipt requested; or if the certified
mail is returned without receipt or with receipt showing that it has not been delivered, by posting
a copy of the order or notice in a conspicuous place in or about the structure affected by such
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order or notice. If service cannot be made by any of the foregoing methods, service may be made
by publishing the substance of the order or notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county.
Sec. 5-9. Administrative liability.
(a) No officer, agent, or employee of the City shall be personally liable for any damage that may
accrue to persons or property as a result of any action required or permitted in the discharge of
his duties under this chapter.
(b) The City shall not be liable under this chapter for any damage to persons or property by
reason of the inspection or re-inspection of buildings or structures authorized hereunder, or
failure to inspect or re-inspect such buildings or structures, or by reason of any permit issued
hereunder or the approval or disapproval of any equipment authorized herein.
Sec. 5-10. Compliance required.
All permits or certificates issued under this chapter shall be presumed to contain the provision
that the applicant and the applicant's agents and employees shall carry out the proposed activity
in compliance with all the requirements of this chapter and any other applicable laws or
regulations, whether specified or not, and in complete accord with any approved plans and
specifications. Any permit or certificate which purports to sanction a violation of any provision
of this chapter or any applicable law or regulation shall be void, and any approval of plans and
specifications in the issuance of such permits or certificates shall likewise be void.
Sec. 5-11. License suspension and revocation.
(a) Licenses issued pursuant to this chapter may be suspended or revoked by the administrative
authority for any of the following reasons:
(1) Work performed in violation of the applicable code;
(2) Failure to comply with any notice or order issued pursuant to this chapter;
(3) Where a license has been obtained through nondisclosure, misstatement, or
misrepresentation of a material fact.
(b) Before any license shall be revoked or suspended, the licensee shall be given written notice
of the proposed revocation or suspension, enumerating the charges against the licensee. The
revocation or suspension shall become effective and final on the date set forth in the notice
unless the licensee contests the revocation or suspension. A licensee desiring to contest the
revocation or suspension shall submit a written request for a hearing before the administrative
authority within ten (10) days from the date of the notice.
(c) The hearing shall be informal, and the licensee shall have a reasonable opportunity to present
relevant testimony and evidence. The administrative authority may conduct any investigation or
research necessary to render a decision. Within fifteen (15) working days following the
conclusion of the hearing, the administrative authority shall make a final decision, in writing,
with respect to the suspension or revocation of the licensee. A copy of the decision and the
reasons therefor shall be provided to the licensee.
(d) The decision of the administrative authority to suspend or revoke a license may be appealed
to the Circuit Court of the County in accordance with the Maryland Rules as set forth in Title 7,
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Chapter 200; provided that the licensee first shall have exhausted the administrative remedy
contained in this section.
Sec. 5-12. Appeals from administrative decisions.
(a)Grounds for appeals. Any person aggrieved by and desirous of challenging a decision of the
administrative authority in connection with the interpretation, application, or modification of
any provision of this chapter relating to the manner of construction or materials used in
connection with the erection, alteration, or repair of a building or structure or system installed
therein, shall appeal such decision to a Board of Adjustments and Appeals. An appeal may be
taken when it is claimed that:
(1) The true intent of the code or the rules legally adopted there under have been
incorrectly interpreted; or
(2) The provisions of the code do not fully apply; or
(3) An equally good or better form of construction can be used.
(b)
Procedure for taking an appeal. An appeal shall be filed with the City Clerk within seven
(7) calendar days from the date of the administrative decision being appealed, and a copy thereof
shall be submitted to the Chief of Inspection Services. The appeal shall be in writing and shall
contain a detailed statement of the reasons in support of such appeal.
(c) Board of Adjustments and Appeals; composition and compensation.
(1) The Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall consist of three (3) persons:
a. A licensed professional engineer or architect chosen by the administrative
authority;
b. A licensed professional engineer or architect chosen by the owner of the
subject building or structure; and
c. A licensed professional engineer or architect to be jointly chosen by the
other two (2) members.
(2) All fees charged by the licensed professional engineers or architects to serve on the
Board shall be paid for by the person appealing the administrative decision.
(d) Hearing.
(1) The Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall conduct a hearing on the appeal, at
which time the appellant, the appellant's representative, representatives of the City who
have inspected the subject building or structure or applicable system installed therein, and
any other person having knowledge of the matter or whose interests may be affected by
the decision on the appeal shall be given an opportunity to be heard. The hearing shall be
conducted informally, and the formal rules of evidence shall not apply. The Board may
accept written testimony and shall give it such weight as it deserves.
(2) Interpretation given provisions of the applicable International Code Council, or
National Fire Protection Association shall be given great deference.
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(3) The Board may inspect the structure or building and conduct any other investigation
or research necessary in order to render a decision.
(e) Decision.
(1) Within fifteen (15) working days of the hearing, the Board shall affirm, modify or
reverse the decision of the administrative authority.
(2) The agreement of any two (2) members of the Board shall constitute the decision of
the Board. Failure to obtain the agreement of any two (2) members of the Board shall
constitute a denial of the appeal and an affirmation of the decision of the administrative
authority. The Board's findings and decision shall be rendered in writing and copies
thereof shall be provided to the appellant and any other party who has entered their
appearance before the Board and requested a copy of the decision. The decision may
contain recommendations for remedial steps to be taken to meet the intent of the
applicable code.
(f) Appeal from decision of Board.
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Adjustments and Appeals may
appeal the decision to the Circuit Court for the County in accordance with the Maryland
Rules as set forth in Title 7, Chapter 200.
Secs. 5-13 – 5-15. Reserved.

SECTION 2. That Article II, “Reserved,” is unchanged by this Ordinance.

ARTICLE II. Reserved
Secs. 5-16 – 5-35. Reserved.
SECTION 3 That Article III, “Numbering of Buildings” is unchanged by this ordinance.
Secs. 5-39 – 5-45 Reserved.
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SECTION 4. That Article IV, “Dangerous Buildings” is amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE IV. -DANGEROUS BUILDINGS
Sec. 5-46. -Defined.
All buildings or structures which may have any or all of the following defects shall be deemed
dangerous buildings:
(1) Those whose interior walls or other vertical structural members list, lean or buckle to
such an extent that a plumb line passing through the center of gravity falls outside of the
middle third of its base;
(2) Those which, exclusive of the foundation, show thirty-three (33) percent or more, of
damage or deterioration of the supporting member or members, or fifty
(50) percent of damage or deterioration of the non-supporting enclosing or outside walls
or covering;
(3) Those which have improperly distributed loads upon the floors or roofs or in which
the same are overloaded, or which have insufficient strength to be reasonably safe for the
purpose used;
(4) Those which have been damaged by fire, wind, or other causes so as to have become
dangerous to life, safety, morals, or the general health and welfare of the occupants or the
people of the City;
(5) Those which have become or are so dilapidated, decayed, unsafe, unsanitary or which
so utterly fail to provide the amenities essential to decent living that they are unfit for
human habitation, or are likely to cause sickness or disease, so as to work injury to the
health, morals, safety or general welfare of those living therein;
(6) Those having light, air and sanitation facilities which are inadequate to protect the
health, morals, safety or general welfare of human beings who live or may occupy
therein;
(7) Those having inadequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic or those having
insufficient stairways, elevators, fire escapes or other means of communication;
(8) Those which have parts thereof which are so attached that they may fall and injure
members of the public or their property;
(9) Those which because of their condition are unsafe, unsanitary or dangerous to health,
morals, safety or general welfare of the people of the City;
(10) Those buildings existing in violation of any provision of the building code of the
City, or any provision of the fire prevention code, or other ordinances of the City.
Sec. 5-47. -Nuisance declared.
All dangerous buildings are hereby declared to be public nuisances, and shall be repaired,
vacated or demolished as hereinbefore and hereinafter provided.
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Sec. 5-48. -Historic buildings or structures.
Under all circumstances, exterior alterations to a property, building or structure within a Historic
District Zone, including demolition, must be approved by the Historic District Commission
before demolition or exterior alterations that are not considered in-kind repairs may occur.
In addition, any building or structure that is not in a Historic District Zone but is identified in the
Historic Building Catalog, as revised, that is the subject of an application for nomination, historic
evaluation or demolition permit may not be demolished during the historic designation review
period. Exterior alterations may not occur during this period unless the property owner receives a
certificate of approval from the Historic District Commission as required by City Zoning
Ordinance Section 25.14.01.d.6.
Sec. 5-49. -Violations.
(a) The owner of any dangerous building may not fail to comply with any notice or order to
repair, vacate or demolish such building given by any person authorized by this article to give
such notice or order. Each day such failure to comply continues beyond the date fixed for
compliance shall be deemed a separate offense.
(b) The occupant or lessee in possession may not fail to comply with any notice to vacate and fail
to repair the building in accordance with any notice given as provided for in this article. Each
day such failure to comply continues beyond the date fixed for compliance shall be
deemed a separate offense.
(c) A person may not remove the notice provided for in subsection 5-52(8).
Sec. 5-50. -Emergencies.
In cases where it reasonably appears that there is immediate danger to the life or safety of any
person unless a dangerous building is immediately repaired, vacated or demolished, the Chief of
Inspection Services Division shall report such facts to the City Manager and the City Manager
shall cause the immediate repair, vacation or demolition of such dangerous building. The costs of
such emergency repair, vacation or demolition of such dangerous building shall be collected in
the same manner as provided in subsection 5-52(8).
Sec. 5-51. -Absence of owner from City.
In cases, except emergency cases, where the owner, occupant, lessee or mortgagee is absent from
the City, all notices or orders provided for herein shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt
requested, to the owner, occupant, mortgagee, lessee, and all other persons having an interest in
the building as shown by the property tax or assessment records of the City to be the last known
address of each, and a copy of such notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the
dangerous building to which it relates. Such mailing and posting shall be deemed adequate
service.
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Sec. 5-52. -Duties of Chief of Inspection Services Division.
The Chief of Inspection Services Division or his/her authorized representative shall:
(1) Inspect or cause to be inspected all public buildings, schools, halls, churches, theatres,
hotels, tenements, commercial, manufacturing or loft buildings for the purpose of
determining whether any condition exists which render such places a dangerous building;
(2) Inspect any building, wall or structure about which complaints are filed by any person to
the effect that a building, wall or structure is or may be existing in violation of this
article;
(3) Inspect any building, wall or structure reported (as hereinafter provided for) by the
Volunteer Fire Department or the Police Department of this City as probably existing in
violation of the terms of this article;
(4) Notify in writing the occupant, owner, and all other persons having interest in the
property, as shown by the property tax or assessment records of the City, of any building
found by him/her to be a dangerous building that the owner must vacate, or repair, or
demolish such building or have such work or act done; provided, that any person notified
under this subsection to repair, vacate or demolish any building shall be given such
reasonable time, not exceeding sixty (60) days, as may be necessary to do, or have done,
the work or act required by the notice provided for herein;
(5) Set forth in the notice provided for in subsection (4) a description of the building or
structure deemed unsafe, a statement of particulars which make the building or structure a
dangerous building and an order requiring the same to be put in such condition as to
comply with the terms of this article within such length of time, not exceeding sixty (60)
days, as is reasonable;
(6) Report to the City Manager any noncompliance with the notice provided for in
subsections (4), (5) and (8) of this section;
(7) Appear at all hearings conducted by the City Manager and testify as to the condition of
dangerous buildings;
(8) Place a notice on all dangerous buildings reading as follows:
"This building has been found to be a dangerous building by the Chief of Inspection
Service Division. This notice is to remain on this building until it is repaired,
vacated or demolished in accordance with the notice which has been given to the
occupant, owner, and all other persons having interest in the said property as shown
by the property tax or assessment records of the City of Rockville of this building.
It is unlawful to remove this notice until such notice is complied with."
Sec. 5-53. -Duties of the City Manager.
The City Manager shall:
(1) Upon receipt of a report of the Chief of Inspection Service Division or his/her
authorized representative as provided for in subsection 5-52(6), give written notice to the
occupant, owner, and all other persons having interest in the property as shown by the
property tax or assessment records of the City to appear before him on the date specified
in the notice to show cause why the building or structure reported to be a dangerous
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building should not be repaired, vacated or demolished in accordance with the statement
of particulars set forth in the Chief's notice provided for herein in subsection 5-52(5);
(2) Hold a hearing and hear such testimony as the Chief of Inspection Service Division or
the occupant, owner, and all other persons having interest in the property as shown by the
property tax or assessment records of the City shall offer relative to the dangerous
building;
(3) Make written findings of fact from the testimony offered pursuant to subsection (2) as
to whether or not the building in question is a dangerous building;
(4) Issue an order based upon findings of fact made pursuant to subsection (3)
commanding the occupant, owner, and all other persons having interest in the property, as
shown by the property tax or assessment records of the City, to repair, vacate or demolish
any building found to be a dangerous building; provided that:
a. Any person so notified except the owners, shall have the privilege of either
vacating or repairing the dangerous building; or
b. Any person not the owner of the dangerous building but having an interest in
the building as shown by the property tax or assessment records of the City may
demolish the dangerous building at his own risk to prevent the acquiring of a lien
against the land upon which the dangerous building stands by the City as provided
for in subsection (5).
(5) If the occupant, owner, and all other persons having interest in the property as shown
by the property tax or assessment records of the City fails to comply with the order
provided for in subsection (4) within ten (10) days, the City Manager shall cause such
building or structure to be repaired, vacated, or demolished as the facts may warrant,
under the standards hereinafter provided in section 5-57 and shall, with the assistance of
the City Attorney, cause the cost of such repair, vacation or demolition to be charged
against the land on which the building existed as a municipal lien or cause such cost to be
added to the tax due as an assessment or to be levied as a special tax against the land
upon which the building stands or did stand, or to be recovered in a suit of law against the
owner; provided, that in cases where such procedure is desirable and any delay thereby
caused will not be dangerous to the health, morale, safety or general welfare of the people
of the City, the City Manager shall notify the City Attorney to take legal action to force
the owner to make all necessary repairs or demolish the building;
(6) Report to the City Attorney the names of all persons not complying with the order
provided for in subsection (4).
Sec. 5-54. -Duties of the City Attorney.
The City Attorney or his/her authorized representative shall:
(1) Prosecute all persons failing to comply with the terms of the notices provided for
herein in subsections 5-52(4) and (5), and the order provided for in subsection 5-53(4);
(2) Appear at all hearings before the City Manager in regard to dangerous buildings;
(3) Bring suit to collect all municipal liens, assessments, or costs incurred by the City
Manager in repairing or causing to be vacated or demolished dangerous buildings;
(4) Take such other legal action as is necessary to carry out the terms and provisions of
this article.
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Sec. 5-55. -Duties of Volunteer Fire Department.
The employees of the Volunteer Fire Department are requested to make a report in writing to the
Chief of Inspection Service Division of all buildings or structures which are, may be, or are
suspected to be dangerous buildings. Such reports should be delivered to the Chief of Inspection
Service Division within twenty-four (24) hours of the discovery of such buildings by any
employee of the Fire Department.
Sec. 5-56. -Duties of Police Department.
All employees of the Police Department shall make a report in writing to the Chief of Inspection
Services Division of any buildings or structures, which are, may be, or are suspected to be
dangerous buildings. Such reports must be delivered to the Chief of Inspection Service Division
within twenty-four (24) hours of the discovery of such buildings by any employee of the Police
Department.
Sec. 5-57. -Standards for repair, vacation or demolition.
The following standards shall be followed in substance by the Chief of Inspection Service
Division and his authorized representative in ordering repair, vacation or demolition:
(1) If the dangerous building can reasonably be repaired so it will no longer exist in
violation of the terms of this article, it shall be ordered repaired;
(2) If the dangerous building is in such condition as to make it dangerous to the health,
morals, safety or general welfare of its occupants, it shall be ordered to be vacated;
(3) In any case where a dangerous building is fifty (50) percent damaged or decayed or
deteriorated from its original value or structure, it shall be demolished or repaired and in
all cases where a building cannot be repaired so that it will no longer exist in violation of
the terms of this article, it shall be demolished;
(4) In all cases where a dangerous building is a fire hazard existing or erected in violation
of the terms of this article or any ordinance of the City or statute of the State, it shall be
demolished.

Secs. 5-58—5-65. -Reserved.
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SECTION 5. That Article V, “Basic Building Code,” hereby is amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE V. BASIC BUILDING CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 5 - 66. Purpose.
The purpose and intent of this article is to govern the design, construction, alteration, repair
addition, removal, demolition, use, location, occupancy and maintenance of all buildings and
structures and their service equipment as herein defined, except as some of such matters may be
described in public, local or general laws of the State, zoning and other ordinances or regulations
having legal precedence.
Sec. 5 - 67. Scope.
The provisions of this article shall apply to the construction of new buildings and structures.
Construction involving buildings and structures existing at the time of adoption of or amendment
of this Article shall comply with this Article or Article XIII. Applicable buildings must also
comply with the provisions of Article XIV.
Sec. 5 - 68. Definitions.
Words defined in this article are intended only for use with sections of this article or any
document referred to in this article. The following definitions are intended to be read in place of
any definitions of the same words contained in the publication adopted in section 5-86.
Accessory structure means a building subordinate to and located on the same lot with a main
building, the use of which is clearly incidental to that of the main building, or to the use of the
land, and which is not attached by any part of a common wall or common roof to the main
building.
Accessory use means a use of a building, lot, or portion thereof, which is customarily incidental
and subordinate to the principal use of the main building or lot.
Alley means a passage or way open to public travel generally affording a secondary means of
vehicular access to abutting lots and not intended for general traffic circulation.
Alteration, when applied to a building or structure or its service equipment, means:
(1) A change or rearrangement in the structural parts or in the exit facilities;
(2) A vital change in the service equipment;
(3) An enlargement whether by extending laterally or by increasing in height;
(4) The moving from one (1) location or position to another; or
(5) The change in occupancy from one (1) use group to another of different legal
requirements.
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Building means a structure having one (1) or more stories and a roof, designed primarily for the
shelter, support, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property of any kind.
Building line means a line coincident with the foundation wall of any enclosed porch, vestibule
or other enclosed portion of a building, except as provided in chapter 25 (zoning).
Building Official. means the officer or other designated authority charged with the administration
and enforcement of this code, or a duly authorized representative.
Code Official means the Chief of Inspection Services officer or other designated authority
charged with the administration and enforcement of this code, or a duly authorized
representative.
COMAR means The Code of Maryland Regulations which is provided online by the Division of
State Documents at www.dsd.state.md.us.
Complex Structure means all buildings and structures that are being constructed under a
Complex Structure Agreement.
Cool Roof Rating Council means an independent, non-profit organization that maintains the
third-party rating system for radiative properties of roof surfacing materials.
Demolition means the complete razing of a building or structure.
Demolition by Neglect of Historic Properties means failure to maintain property, or any
component thereof, located within a designated Historic District Zone so as to jeopardize the
historic integrity of the property.
Dwelling, single unit means a building containing not more than one (1) dwelling unit. A onefamily dwelling may include an accessory apartment approved by special exception.
Dwelling, semi-detached means a building containing not more than two (2) dwelling units
arranged one above the other or side-by-side.
Dwelling, multifamily / multiunit, apartment house means a building containing three (3) or more
dwelling units (an apartment house).
Dwelling, townhouse means one (1) of a group of three (3) or more dwelling units separated
from each other by a party wall without openings extending from the cellar floor to the highest
point of the roof, along the dividing lot line, and having separate front and rear or front and side
entrances from the outside.
Dwelling unit means a building or portion thereof arranged or designed for permanent occupancy
by not more than one (1) family for living purposes and having cooking facilities.
Garage, group means an accessory building or portion of a main building designed, arranged, or
used for the housing of private motor vehicles, only one (1) of which may be a commercial
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vehicle. Not more than fifty (50) percent of the space in such a garage shall be used for housing
vehicles other than those owned by occupants of the premises; except that all of the space in a
garage of one (1) or two (2) car capacity may be so rented.
Garage, service-repair means a building, lot or both in or upon which the business of general
motor vehicle repair and service is conducted, but excluding junk and/or auto wrecking business.
Garage, storage means a lot or portion thereof, other than an automobile sales lot, held out or
used for the storage or parking of six (6) or more motor vehicles for a consideration, where
service or repair facilities are not permitted. Such parking lot shall not be considered an
accessory use, nor shall it be used for the storage of dismantled or wrecked motor vehicles, parts
thereof or junk.
Hotel (including motel) means any building containing rooms or suites of rooms designed and
intended for the temporary lodging of guests, and which are available to the general public for
compensation.
Lot means a parcel of land occupied or to be occupied by a building and its accessory buildings
or by group buildings and their accessory buildings, together with such open spaces as are
required under the provisions of Chapter 25 (zoning), having at least the minimum area required
by Chapter 25 (zoning) for a lot in the zone in which such lot is situated and having its principal
frontage on a public street or public way.
Lot, corner means a lot abutting on two (2) or more streets at their intersections, where the
interior angle of the intersection does not exceed one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees.
Lot, interior means any lot other than a corner lot, not including a through lot.
Lot line, front means the street line running along the front of the lot and separating it from the
street. In a through lot, both lines abutting the street shall be deemed to be the front lot lines.
Lot line, rear means the lot line generally opposite or parallel to the front lot line, except in a
through lot. If the rear lot line is less than ten (10) feet long or the lot comes to a point at the rear,
the rear lot line is assumed to be a line not less than ten (10) feet long, lying wholly within the
lot, parallel to the front lot line or, in the case of a curved front lot line, parallel to the chord of
the arc of the front lot line.
Lot line, side means any lot line connecting the front and rear lot lines.
Lot, through means an interior lot fronting on two (2) or more streets that do not intersect
adjacent to the lot.
Municipality means the Mayor and Council of Rockville.
Onsite renewable energy system includes, but is not limited to, photovoltaic panels, solar thermal
collectors and wind systems located on or directly adjacent to the building site.
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Record lot means the land designated as a separate and distinct parcel of land on a legally
recorded subdivision plat filed among the land records of the County, but does not include land
identified on any such plat as an out lot or an ownership lot shown on an ownership plat.
Setback means the minimum perpendicular distance required between a lot line and any building
or structure constructed or which may be constructed thereon, consistent with the setback
requirements of the zone in which such lot is located.
Story means that portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface
of the floor next above it or, if there is no floor above it, the space between such floor and the
ceiling next above it. A basement shall be counted as a story, if it is used for business or dwelling
purposes. A mezzanine floor shall be counted as a story if it covers over one-third of the area of
the floor next below it or if the vertical distance between the floor next below it and the floor
next above it is twenty (20) feet or more.
Story, half means a story under a gable, hip or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at least
two (2) opposite exterior walls are not more than two (2) feet above the floor of such story.
Street means a public dedicated way which affords the principal means of access to abutting
property, including street, avenue, place, drive, boulevard, highway, road, pike, cul-de-sac, court,
and any other public way except an alley or driveway.
Street lot line means a line defining the edge of a street right-of-way and separating the street
from the abutting property or lots. If, on a master plan of streets and highways duly adopted by
the Planning Commission, a street is scheduled for future widening, the proposed right-of-way
line shown on the master plan shall be the street line.
Structure means a combination of materials which requires permanent location on the ground or
attachment to something having permanent location on the ground.
Structure, part thereof means a combination of materials forming a construction for occupancy
or other purposes which requires permanent location on the ground or attached to something
having permanent location on the ground.
Volume of building means the actual cubical space occupied by the building, including exterior
walls, basements, cellars and penthouses, but not open balconies, open porches or platforms.
Written notice, when required under the provisions of this article, means a written notice shall be
considered to have been served, if delivered in person to the owner, agent or occupant of the
structure to which the order or notice relates or other person responsible for the condition of
violation. Service shall be made either by personal service; by delivering the same to the subject
premises or the office or usual place of abode of the person being served and leaving it with
some person of suitable age and responsibility who shall be informed of the contents thereof; by
mailing a copy thereof to such person by certified mail to the last known address with return
receipt requested; or if the certified mail is returned without receipt or with receipt showing that
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it has not been delivered, by posting a copy of the order or notice in a conspicuous place in or
about the structure affected by such order or notice. If service cannot be made by any of the
foregoing methods, service may be made by publishing the substance of the order or notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the County.
Yard means the undeveloped space created by the setback requirements, lying between the lot
lines and any structure or building, and not occupied nor obstructed from the ground upward,
except as provided in this Chapter.
Yard, front means the open space extending across the full width of a lot between the front lot
line of the proposed front street line and nearest line of the building or any enclosed portion
thereof. The depth of such yard shall be the shortest horizontal distance between front lot line or
proposed front street line and the nearest point of the building or any enclosed portion thereof.
Yard, rear means the open space extending across the full width of a lot between the rear line of
the lot and the nearest line of the building, porch or projection thereof. The depth of such yard is
the shortest horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the nearest point of the building.
When the rear lot line is less than ten (10) feet long or if the lot comes to a point at the rear, the
depth of the rear yard is measured to an assumed rear lot line, as defined under "lot line, rear."
Yard, side means open space between side lot line, the side street line, or the proposed side street
line, if such line falls within the lot, and the nearest line of the building, porch, or projection
thereof, extending from the front yard to the rear yard, or, in the absence of either of such yards,
to the front lot line or rear lot line. The width of a side yard shall be the shortest distance between
the side lot line and the nearest point of the building, porch or projection thereof.
Secs. 5-69 –5-75. Reserved
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DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-76. Enforcement; violations.
(a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this article; or shall fail to comply
herewith or shall permit or maintain such a violation; or shall violate or fail to comply with any
order made hereunder; or shall build in violation of any details, statements, specifications or
plans submitted or approved hereunder; or shall operate not in accordance with the provisions of
any certificate, permit, or approval issued hereunder; or who shall fail to comply with such an
order as affirmed or modified by the Board of Adjustments and Appeals within the time fixed
therein, shall severally for each violation and noncompliance respectively, be guilty of a
municipal infraction. The imposition of penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation
nor shall the violation be permitted to continue. Prosecution or lack thereof of either the owner,
occupant, or the person in charge shall not be deemed to relieve any of the others.
(b) Any order or notice issued or served as provided in this article shall be complied with by the
owner, operator, occupant or other person responsible for the condition or violation to which the
order or notice pertains. Every order or notice shall set forth a time limit for compliance
dependent upon the hazard and danger created by the violation. In cases of extreme danger to
persons or property immediate compliance shall be required. If the building or other premises is
owned by one (1) person and occupied by another, under lease or otherwise, and the order or
notice requires additions or changes in the building or premises such as would immediately
become real estate and be the property of the owner of the building or premises, such order or
notice shall be complied with by the owner unless the owner and occupant have otherwise agreed
between themselves, in which event the occupant shall comply.
Secs. 5-77 –5-85. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. TECHNICAL STANDARDS
Sec. 5-86. International Building Code -- Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Building Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as
modified herein, is hereby adopted as the building code for the City. One (1) copy of such
publication as adopted shall be maintained by the Inspection Services Division and made
available for inspection by the public during regular office hours. Any amendment or change in
such publication promulgated by the International Code Council shall not become a part of this
article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances and codes of the City shall be
interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of such ordinances and codes at
the time of such application and interpretation.
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Sec. 5-87. Same -- Amendments.
The ICC International Building Code, 20152018 Edition (IBC), is amended in the following
respects:
Section 101.1 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Building Code of the City of Rockville,
hereinafter referred to as “this code”.
Section 101.3.1 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
101.3.1 Application of references. References to the International Building Code shall mean the
2015 2018 Edition of the International Building Code issued by the International Code Council
Inc. Unless otherwise specified, all references to an article, section number, table, chart, etc., or
to provisions not specifically identified by number and not set forth textually in this article but
included by reference only, shall be construed to refer to such article, section number, table,
chart, or provision as specified in the “International Building Code”, which article, section or
provision is hereby made part of this article and shall have the same force and effect as if set
forth in this article in full.
The citing of the main number of an article or section of the International Building Code shall be
taken to include all of its sections or subsections. Subject to changes by the council, the other
standards and specifications, or recommended regulations, or parts thereof, which are included
by reference to their title and date in various parts of the " International Building Code" and
sometimes identified as an "appendix" thereof, are declared to be a part of this article to the full
extent of the provisions of such "appendix" or "appendices"; provided, that in the case of conflict
the provisions of this article shall govern.
Amendments to the International Building Codes may be promulgated from time to time by the
International Code Council, shall be adopted pursuant to laws as are other ordinances or
amendments thereto. Changes in the regulations or standards and specifications promulgated by
the accredited authoritative agencies of the International Code Council shall be adopted as
regulations, standards, and specifications of the City after being approved by ordinance of the
council.
Section 101.4.5 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
101.4.5 Fire prevention. The provisions of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1
Fire Code and NFPA 101 shall apply.
Section 102.4.1 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
102.4.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes
and standards, the provisions of the most restrictive code shall apply.
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Section 102.6 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
102.6 Existing structures. The legal occupancy of any structure existing on the date of adoption
of this code shall be permitted to continue without change, except as otherwise specifically
provided in this code, the International Existing Building Code, the Property Maintenance Code,
or the State of Maryland Fire Prevention Code.
Section 105.1.3 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
105.1.3 SFD Permit application notification. Before a permit is issued for construction of a
new single-family dwelling, the owner, applicant, or their agent shall post and maintain a notice
furnished by the code official at the front lot line facing the street of the proposed structure. The
placard shall be conspicuously posted so as to be visible from the public way. The SFD permit
shall not be issued by the code official until at least 30 calendar days after the date the notice is
posted on the site and verified through an inspection performed by the code official.
Exception: Single Family Dwellings that are part of a sub-division containing more than 5
dwellings.

Section 105.2 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemptions from permit requirements of this code shall not
be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the
provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be
required for the following:
Building:
1. Oil derricks.
2. Retaining walls that support a surcharge and are not over 2 feet in height as measured
from the lower grade level to the grade level on the high side of the wall, and/or unless
supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II or IIIA liquids.
3. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons
(18,927 L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1.
4. Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above adjacent grade and
not over any basement or story below.
5. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work.
6. Temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery.
7. Prefabricated swimming pools that are less than 24 inches (610 mm) deep.
8. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes, not including
service systems.
9. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one-and two-family
dwellings.
10. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall that do not project more than 54 inches
(1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require additional support.
11. Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not over 5 feet 9
inches (1753 mm) in height.
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12. Re-roofing or residing an existing home without removing any structural components.
13. Patio/decks that are not greater than 4” in height above ground level, Height is measured
from top of patio/decking to ground at lowest point.
14. Removal and replacement of drywall not to exceed 320 square feet of drywall.
Electrical:
1. Listed cord-and-plug connected temporary decorative lighting.
2. Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles but not the outlet therefore.
3. Replacement of branch circuit overcurrent devices of the required capacity in the same
location.
4. Electrical wiring, devices, appliances apparatus or equipment operating at less than 25
volts and not capable of supplying more than 50 watts of energy.
5. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the connection of approved
portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed receptacles.
6. Removal and replacement of stoves, disposals, ranges. Lighting fixtures, or similar
appliances and equipment, not to include base board heaters.
7. Portable generators 10KW or less.
Radio and television transmitting stations: The provisions of this code shall not apply to
electrical equipment used for radio and television transmissions but do apply to equipment
and wiring for a power supply and the installations of towers and antennas.
Temporary testing systems: A permit shall not be required for the installation of any
temporary system required for the testing or servicing of electrical equipment or apparatus.
Gas:
1. Portable heating, cooking or clothes drying appliances.
2. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make such
equipment unsafe.
3. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are not
interconnected to a power grid.
Mechanical:
1. Portable heating appliances.
2. Portable ventilation appliances.
3. Portable cooling units.
4. Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated by
this code.
5. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make such
equipment unsafe.
6. Portable evaporative coolers.
7. Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10 pounds (4.54 kg) or less of
refrigerant or that are actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less. (Window AC
units).
8. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are not
interconnected to a power grid.
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Plumbing:
1. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; provided, however, that
if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it
becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall
be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as
provided in this code.
1. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures and the
removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
2. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures and the
removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
2. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; provided, however, that
if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it
becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall
be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as
provided in this code.
Section 105.2.2.3 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
105.2.2.3 Repairs. Application or notice to the Code Official is not required for ordinary repairs
to structures. Such repairs shall not include the cutting away of any wall, partition, or portion
thereof. The removal or cutting of any structural beams or load bearing support, or the removal
or change of any required means of egress, or rearrangement of parts of a structure affecting the
egress requirements; nor shall ordinary repairs including additions to, alteration of, replacement
or relocation of any standpipe, water supply, sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, service, waste,
vent or similar piping, electrical wiring or mechanical or other work affecting public health or
general safety.
Section 105.3.3 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
105.3.3 Denial of permit. The Building Official is authorized to deny a permit where the
applicant or contractor has a suspended contractor license or is under investigation for alleged
violations by the issuing authority.
Section 105.5 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
105.5 Expiration. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work on the site
authorized by such permit is commenced within six (6) months (180 days) after its issuance, or if
the work authorized by such permit does not continue to progress or is abandoned for a period of
six (6) months (180 days) after the last approved/valid inspection. The last approved/valid
inspection shall be an inspection that has been passed. A failed inspection will not count as an
approved/valid inspection. Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained
and the appropriate fees shall be paid. The code official can extend the time for action by the
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permittee if there is reasonable cause. A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the
right to apply for an extension, in writing, for time to complete such work. The extension shall be
requested for a justifiable cause.
Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees,
per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid.
Section 105.5.1 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
105.5.1 Extensions. The code official can extend the time for action by the permittee if there is
reasonable cause. A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to apply for an
extension, in writing, for time to complete such work. The extension shall be requested for a
justifiable cause.
Section 107.2 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
107.2 Construction Documents. Construction documents shall be in accordance with Sections
107.2.1 through 107.2.8 107.2.10
Section 107.2.1.1 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
107.2.1.1 Building Height and Area Calculations. On the Code Data Sheet for a new structure
or an addition to an existing structure, the design professional shall provide the height and area
calculations used to determine if the structure meets the limitations of the building code.
Sections 107.2.2.1& 107.2.6.1.1 of the IBC is are added to the IBC to read as follows:
107.2.2.1 Shop Drawings. All fire protection shop drawing prepared by sub-contractors shall be
reviewed by the fire protection engineer who performed the FPEDE prior to submittal to the City
of Rockville. Shop drawings include, but not limited to, fire sprinkler plans, non-aqueous fire
protection systems, fire alarm submittals, smoke control systems. The fire protection engineer
shall review the plans for coordination of components and the performance of integrated
systems. The fire protection engineer will also verify that the systems are designed in accordance
with the appropriate standard, all fire protection systems are coordinated together to work in
concert, and that all information is presented for a review.
107.2.2.1.1 Required Statement. Each fire protection shop drawings must have a signed and
stamped statement attached to the plans by the evaluating fire protection engineer attesting: "In
my professional engineering opinion these drawings and specifications have been reviewed,
coordinated with other applicable fire protection systems, and are in compliance with the fire
safety provisions of all adopted State and local building code, fire codes, mechanical codes, local
amendments and referenced codes and standards to the best of their knowledge and belief.”
Section 107.2.7 107.2.9 of the IBC is added to the IBC to read as follows:
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107.2.6 107.2.9 Fire Protection Engineering Design Evaluation (FPEDE). All plans and
specifications for which a building permit is required for buildings of the Use Groups listed in
Section 107.2.7 107.2.9 shall be evaluated in accordance with the requirements of this Section
for design compliance with adopted fire related code requirements concerning:
1. Documentation of the title and edition of all applicable State and local Building and Fire
codes and standards, and amendments thereto, on which the design is based;
2. Designated Use Group Classification(s) of all spaces;
3. Type of Construction requirements identified, with supportive calculations;
4. Documentation of fire endurance ratings of structural elements and fire rated components
(walls, floors, roofs, parapets, opening protectives);
5. Detailed discussion for protection of fire rated penetrations, systems joining fire rated
assemblies, perimeter fire containment, etc.;
6. Height and area limits compliance and required property line setback criteria;
7. Occupant load calculations, egress capacity and travel distance analysis;
8. Interior finishes analysis;
9. Fire protection systems required (suppression, fire alarm, smoke detection, heat detection,
smoke control, other required fire protection systems);
10. Fire hydrant locations, fire department connection locations, and emergency fire and
medical vehicle access;
11. Emergency lighting and emergency power systems;
12. Applicable provisions of Chapter 4 of the IBC, "Special Detailed Requirements Based on
Use and Occupancy";
13. Compliance with applicable NFPA Codes and Standards for specific processes, materials,
or hazards which are referenced within the IBC, NFPA 101, Life Safety Code or NFPA 1,
Uniform Fire Prevention Code;
14. Integration, coordination and performance of fire protection systems (both active and
passive) with detailed information of their features;
15. Completion of the 2015 2018 International Building Code Plan Review Record as
published by the International Code Council.
A written Fire Protection Engineering Design Evaluation (FPEDE) concerning these items shall
be submitted with the plans accompanying the application for a building permit. It shall be in a
format established by the Fire Marshal and shall be signed and stamped by the preparer. If, in the
course of performing the FPEDE, the evaluating fire protection engineer determines that there
are fire related code deficiencies in the drawing or specifications, all such deficiencies shall be
remedied prior to the submittal of the FPEDE and the building permit application and drawings.
The FPEDE must include a signed and sealed statement by both the evaluating fire protection
engineer and the engineer or architect of record attesting: "In my professional engineering
opinion these drawings and specifications are in compliance with the fire safety provisions of all
adopted State and local Building Code, Fire Codes, Mechanical Codes, local amendments and
referenced codes and standards to the best of their knowledge and belief”.
107.2.7.1 107.2.9.1 FPEDE Finals. Prior to final inspection by city officials, the fire protection
engineer shall personally inspect and verify that the systems are installed correctly and are
prepared for an inspection.
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Section 107.2.8 107.2.10 of the IBC is added to the IBC to read as follows:
107.2.8 107.2.10 Use Groups Requiring a Fire Protection Engineering Design Evaluation
(FPEDE). An FPEDE is required when deemed necessary by the Building Official, during the
pre-submittal phase, for the following buildings or fire protection systems for which a building
permit application is made:
(1) Use Group "A", Assembly, with an occupant load of One Thousand (1,000) persons
or more;
(2) Use Group "E", Educational;
(3) Use Group "H", High Hazard;
(4) Use Groups "I-2 and I-3", Institutional;
(5) Use Group "M", all malls of Type I construction;
(6) All Use Groups with an estimated construction cost of Five Million
Dollars ($5,000,000.00) or more;
(7) Other complex or unusual unique structures
107.2.8.1107.2.10.1 Qualifications of Fire Protection Design Evaluation (FPEDE) Preparer.
The FPEDE must be prepared by a Fire Protection Engineer who is a registered Professional
Engineer in the State of Maryland.
Section 107.3.3 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
107.3.3 Phased approval. The Chief of Inspection Services is authorized to issue a permit for
the construction of foundations of a building or structure prior to the construction documents, for
the whole building or structure, having been approved. The application for foundation permit
shall include all relative information, number of plans, applications, fees and complies with the
appropriate codes. The holder of such permit for the foundation of a building or structure shall
proceed at the holder’s own risk with the building operation and without assurance that a permit
for the entire structure will be granted.
Sections 107.3.4.2 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
107.3.4.2 Design Professional. All commercial and multifamily project plans shall be prepared,
signed, sealed and include the certification statement as required by Maryland State law
(COMAR 09.21.02.04 and 09.23.03.09)
Sections 111.1.1, 111.1.2, and 111.1.3 are added to the IBC to read as follows:
111.1.1 New buildings. A building or structure hereafter erected shall not be used or occupied in
whole or in part until the certificate of occupancy shall have been issued by the code official.
111.1.2 Buildings hereafter altered. A building or structure hereafter enlarged, extended or
altered to change from one (1) use group to another or to a different use within the same use
group in whole or in part, and a building or structure hereafter altered for which a certificate of
occupancy has not been heretofore issued, shall not be occupied or used until the certificate shall
have been issued by the code official, certifying that the work has been completed in accordance
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with the provisions of the approved permit. Any use or occupancy, which was not discontinued
during the work of alteration, shall be discontinued within thirty (30) days after the completion
of the alteration unless the required certificate is secured from the code official.
111.1.3 Change of tenant or ownership. Whenever a commercial, industrial, or business Use or
building changes ownership; or the tenancy of a commercial or industrial building or space
changes, application must be made for a certificate of occupancy. Any violations of this Section
or any applicable code as related to fire or life safety codes must be corrected prior to the
issuance of the certificate of occupancy.

Section 111.3 is added to the IBC to read as follows
111.3 Temporary Occupancy. The Chief of Inspection Services or designee may issue a
temporary occupancy permit. A temporary occupancy permit may be issued if none of the
remaining conditions to be complied with are a health or safety hazard.
A temporary occupancy permit may not be issued for a single-unit detached dwelling.
A temporary occupancy permit is valid for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, in the
discretion of the Chief of Inspection Services or designee.
For good cause, the Chief of Inspection Services or designee may extend a temporary
occupancy permit when requested for additional periods, in accordance with the City of
Rockville Zoning Ordinance Section 25.07.12, however no temporary occupancy permit,
including any extensions, will be valid for more than sixty (60) days.
Section 113 of the IBC is amended to read as follows
113.1 Board of Adjustments andAdministrative Appeals. Appeals of administrative
interpretations or decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with
Chapter 5, Article I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.
Section 115.3 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
115.3 Unlawful Continuance. Any person who shall continue any work in or about the structure
after having been issued a verbal or written stop work order, except such work as that person is
directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine as set forth
by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Section 303.1.2, item 2 of the IBC is deleted.
Section 414.1.2.2 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
414.1.2.2 Laboratory chemicals. Upon application for construction permit, any structure with a
laboratory shall provide a listing of liquids to be stored and used. The applicant is responsible for
the preparation and submittal of the chemical list, the quantity to be stored of each individual
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chemical, the Material Safety Data Sheets and the container storage type and arrangement for
review.
Section 501.3 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
501.3 Internal Fire Department Access in Complex Structures. In all complex structures, at
least one entrance to a stair shall be provided in the vicinity of the main fire department access
point, which accesses all levels of the structure. If a standpipe system is required in the building,
this stair must be provided with that means of manual fire protection. The automatic fire
sprinkler floor control valves shall also be located in this stair.

Section 901.1 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
901.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall specify where fire protection systems are
required and shall apply to the design, installation and operation of fire protection systems. These
fire protection system requirements may be concurrently covered in the State of Maryland Fire
Prevention Code, Public Safety Article Sections 6-101 –6-202 Annotated Code of Maryland and
COMAR 29.06.01.
Section 903.1.2 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.1.2 Sprinkler Zones. Each floor shall be zoned separately. Where atrium smoke exhaust is
used, atriums shall be separately zoned to work in concert with the fire alarm zone to activate the
exhaust fans.
Exceptions:
(1) Where the building is not protected throughout by a fire alarm system in accordance
with Section 907, a zone shall not exceed 52,000 square feet (2,090m2) for light
hazard occupancies and 40,000 square feet for ordinary and extra hazard occupancies.
(2) Single unit dwellings designed in accordance with NFPA 13D.
(3) Multi-story dwelling units
Section 903.3.1.1.2.1 of the IBC is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.3.1.1.2.1 Manner for Calculation of Residential Bathroom Square Footage. When
calculating the area of a residential bathroom for the purpose of determining if sprinkler
coverage is required, any separate rooms with doors opening into the larger room contained
within the larger footprint shall be counted. The area that a shower stall or bathtub uses shall also
be incorporated into the overall area calculation. Rules governing smaller rooms shall continue to
apply when determining if those smaller rooms need independent sprinkler heads.
Section 903.4.3.1 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.4.3.1 Sprinkler Floor Control Valves Arrangement. When a sprinkler system serves more
than one level, each level must be consistently and separately valved by a listed and approved
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control valve. Control valves shall be located in an area which provides adequate and easy access
by the Fire Department. Additionally, at each control valve, approved signage shall be
permanently installed to advise individuals of the additional control valves and their location(s)
on the floor. If the building is provided with a fire alarm system, the fire alarm zones will need to
coincide with the flow switch arrangement to provide proper annunciation.
Section 903.6 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.6 Sprinkler Plan Preservation. All buildings equipped with a new sprinkler system shall
have a copy of the plans permanently mounted in the Fire Command Center or Fire Pump room
or main sprinkler valve room. The plans shall be protected from deformation and located in a
dedicated, labeled storage cabinet permanently mounted to the wall adjacent to the main
sprinkler riser and locked. Plans can be reduced in size but must remain legible.
Exceptions: Plans for tenant modifications do not need to meet this requirement.

Section 903.7 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.7 Insulation Value for Sprinkler Piping Protection. All insulation installed near or on
sprinkler piping shall have a minimum R-value of 30. R-30 insulation shall be used in the attic
and in the exterior walls. Only batt insulation shall be used in the specific areas protecting
sprinkler piping. Blown-in insulation shall not be used in the same channels as sprinkler piping.
Appropriate width shall be provided to prevent the compaction of the insulation, thus decreasing
the “R” value of the insulation.
Section 903.9 903.8 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.9 903.8 Minimum length of “Dry” type sprinkler heads. All dry type sprinkler heads
connected to wet pipe sprinkler systems shall have a minimum barrel length of 12 inches. The
installation of the sprinkler head shall not have the barrel protruding from the wall/ceiling or
exposed on the exterior of the wall/ceiling.
Section 903.10 903.9 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
903.10 903.9 Sprinkler System Riser locations. All alarm check valves on sprinkler system
risers shall be located in the same room.
Exception:
Where a separate alarm check valve serves a special hazard, the alarm check valve shall
be permitted if the alarm valve installed in a labeled dedicated room that is located
adjacent to the special hazard. The room must be arranged with drainage adequate in size
to handle main drain flow tests or the drain is piped to the exterior. Special signage shall
be located at the main sprinkler riser room to direct maintenance personnel, service
workers and firefighters to the dedicated room.
Section 907.1.2.1 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
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907.1.2.1 Electric Water Flow Alarm. If an electrical alerting device is chosen as the water
flow alarm on the exterior of a building, the audible bell will be equipped with a clear lens strobe
immediately adjacent to the audible device. The electric audible and visual device shall be
mounted immediately above all fire department connections.
Section 907.2.13.2 907.2.12.2 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
907.2.13.2 907.2.12.2 Fire department communication system. An approved two-way, fire
department communication system designed and installed in accordance with NFPA 72 shall be
provided for fire department use. It shall operate between a fire command center complying with
Section 911, elevators, elevator lobbies, emergency and standby power rooms, fire pump rooms,
areas of refuge and inside enclosed exit stairways. The fire department communication devices
shall be provided on intermediate floor landings in stairwells and adjacent to fire department
hose connections, unless otherwise permitted by the code official.
Sections 907.6.4.3 and 907.6.4.4 are added to the IBC to read as follows:
907.6.4.3 Fire Alarm Zones. Each floor shall be zoned separately. Where the building is
protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903, the area of the fire
alarm zone shall coincide with the allowable area of the sprinkler system.
907.6.4.4 Fire Alarm Zones Unprotected areas. Where the building is not protected throughout
by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903, a zone in an unprotected area
shall not exceed 22,500 square feet (2090 m2) and the length of any zone shall not exceed 300
feet (91440 mm) in any direction.
Section 911.1.1 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
Section 911.1.1. “The fire command center shall have a door directly to the exterior of the
building on the address side. The exterior door to the fire command center shall be within 50
feet of a fire department access road. A fire department access box shall be provided within 6
feet of the exterior door to the fire command center. The exterior door to the fire command
center shall be identified on the exterior face as the fire command center in a manner acceptable
to the fire official.”
Section 911.1.6 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
Item 2 “The fire department communications system which may include an in-building public
safety radio enhancement system monitoring panel.”
Item 11 “Fire pump status indicators and remote starting.”
Add item 19 “A shunt trip device to disconnect the electrical service to the building.”
Section 913.2.3 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
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913.2.3 Fire Pump Room Design. Any room housing a fire pump shall be of sufficient size to
allow access to all sides of the pump that require servicing and maintenance.
913.2.3.1 Fire Pump Room Doorway. The room shall have a doorway directly to the exterior.
The doorway shall be of sufficient size to allow removal of the fire pump and be a minimum of
36 inches in width.
Exception: Fire Pump rooms located below grade with direct access from a fire department and
maintenance accessible area are exempt from the doorway directly to the exterior.
913.2.3.2 Fire Pump Room Protection. Access to fire pump shall be maintained at all times by
bollards or other vehicular protective devices installed outside of the doors. The protective
devices shall be located to prevent vehicles from parking in front of the doors.
913.2.3.3 Fire Pump Room Drains. Each fire pump room shall be provided with a minimum of
two drains located near the fire pump. Each drain shall have a minimum of 4-inch diameter
opening. One drain shall be dedicated to the main drain from the pump discharge piping and the
second drain opening shall serve the accessory drain piping from the fire pump.
913.2.3.4 Fire Pump Test Header Location. The fire pump test header shall be located in a
location where it would not be confused with the sprinkler/standpipe feed connection used by the
fire department. The pump test header shall be located near an area where water discharge is
easily contained and directed to collection points without impacting public vehicular traffic.
913.2.3.5 Fire Pump Transfer Switch. If a secondary electrical power supply is provided for
the fire pump, the fire pump controller shall be a dual service controller acting as a combination
fire pump controller and transfer switch.
Exception: Limited service controllers with a separate transfer switch will be permitted only if
the transfer switch is installed adjacent to the limited service fire pump controller.
Section 916 918 of the IBC is amended to read as follows:
Section 916 918
Radio Amplification System for Emergency Service Personnel
916.1918.1 General. The provisions of this Section shall apply to all newly constructed below
ground floors of a building, all floors in buildings greater than 25000 ft² per floor, and to all
floors of buildings greater than 3 stories in height.
916.2 918.2 Where Required. Every floor area in a building or structures which cannot achieve
the required level of radio coverage as established by Montgomery County Department of
Technology Services (DTS) shall be provided with in-building public safety radio enhancement
system in accordance with the Montgomery County Fire Safety Code.
916.3 918.3 Inspection and Testing. Emergency responder radio coverage and in-building
public safety radio enhancement systems must be tested, and inspected by approved individuals.
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The results of the testing and inspection shall be certified to the code official and Montgomery
County prior to issuance of an occupancy permit.
Section 917 919 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
Section 917 919
Fire Hydrants
917.1 919.1 Fire Hydrant Spacing. For all newly constructed buildings, fire hydrants shall be
spaced at no greater than 300 feet from all points of the structure as the fire hose would lay on
the ground. The perimeter distance shall be measured, as a hose line would be laid along paved
streets, through parking lot entrances, and around obstructions, in accordance with the
determination of the authority having jurisdiction. If publicly maintained hydrants do not meet
this spacing, then privately owned and maintained hydrants shall be provided.
Exception: Fire hydrant perimeter spacing may be increased to 500 feet for a structure
equipped with an automatic fire suppression installed completely throughout. The
distance from a fire hydrant to the fire department connection shall remain 100 feet.
917.1.1 919.1.1 Fire Hydrant location. Structures equipped with a sprinkler system and/or a
standpipe system shall have a fire hydrant located within 100 feet of the fire department
connection. The distance shall be measured along a path accessible to foot travel.
917.2 919.2 Fire Hydrant Location Markings. All new and relocated fire hydrants, either
maintained by the City of Rockville, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission or privately
owned, shall be provided with a marker installed in the roadway. The marker shall be reflective
and blue in color. The location of the marker shall be dependent upon
the roadway characteristics.
▪
▪
▪
▪

On unstriped roadways, blue markers shall be set in the center of the roadway.
On undivided striped roadways, blue markers shall be set 6" to the hydrant side of
the center stripe.
On divided roadways, the blue marker shall be set 6" to the side of the lane
striping, which is closest to the hydrant.
In locations where hydrants are situated on corners, blue markers shall be
installed on both approaches, which front the hydrant.

In addition, all fire hydrants shall be equipped with a vertical visual indicator to be permanently
attached to the bonnet of the fire hydrant to assist in locating the hydrant when surrounded by
snow.
917.3 919.3 Fire Hydrant Color Coding. A reflective tape marker shall be placed on each fire
hydrant indicative of the fire hydrant’s flow characteristics. The color of the band of reflective
tape shall be in accordance with NFPA 291, Recommended Practice for Fire Flow Testing and
Marking of Hydrants. The band shall be at least 2 inches in width and shall be wrapped around
the neck of the fire hydrant, which is immediately beneath the bonnet.
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Exception: If the fire hydrant is manufactured where a band cannot be attached, a
reflective self-adhesive tape shall be applied to the rim of the bonnet.
917.4 919.4 Fire Hydrant Protection Systems. When a fire hydrant is considered to be
vulnerable to vehicular traffic by the Code Official, a protective system shall be installed to
prevent any damage. The system can be composed of bollards or another accepted physical
barriers capable of impact without causing damage to the fire hydrant.

Section 1001.1.1 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
1001.1.1 Scope. Means of egress requirements of Chapter 10 may be concurrently covered in the
State of Maryland Fire Prevention Code, Public Safety Article Sections 6-101 – 6-202 Annotated
Code of Maryland and COMAR 29.06.01.
Section 1028.6 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
1028.6 Construction of Path to Egress Discharge. Egress discharge paths shall be made of
permanent, formed materials arranged in a manner to lead occupants to a public way. Grass
lawns, gravel and other filler materials will not be an acceptable path base.
Chapter 11 of the IBC is unchanged by this ordinance to be deleted and replaced with:
Chapter 11
ACCESSIBILITY
Section 1101
General
1101.1 Scope. Chapter 11 is hereby replaced with the Maryland Accessibility Code set forth in
COMAR 05.02.02 09.12.53.
Section 1209.2.1 1208.2.1 of the IBC is added to the IBC to read as follows:
1209.2.1 1208.2.1 Dedicated Attic Walkways. When a commercial or multi-family residential
structure is provided with an attic, dedicated and permanent walkways shall be installed to
provide an easy manner for maintenance personnel to transverse the structural spans. The
walkway shall be of materials consistent with the construction of the building. The walkway
shall be a maximum of 18 inches wide or meeting required widths as designated by other Codes
and shall not be used for storage. The walkway shall be arranged so to prevent any contact with
sprinkler piping or the insulation that protects the piping.
Sections 1507.1.13 and 1507.1.24 are added to the IBC to read as follows:
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1507.1.13 Cool roof requirements. Roof coverings for roof slopes less than two units vertical in
12 units horizontal (less than 17-percent slope) for buildings and covered parking shall conform
to Sections 1507.1.1 and 1507.1.2. Replacement, including any change to design or materials, of
the roof of a building or structure in a Historic District Zone must be approved by the Historic
District Commission. A minimum of 75% of the entire roof surface not used for roof
penetrations, onsite renewable energy systems, or vegetated roofing systems shall be covered
with products that comply with the following:
3. Have a minimum initial solar reflective index (SRI) of 78, as described in Section
1507.1.2; or
4. Comply with the criteria for the U.S. EPA’s Energy Star Program Requirements for Roof
Products – Eligibility Criteria.
Exceptions:
1. Roofs used to shade or cover parking and roofs over semi-heated spaces or used as
outdoor recreation space by the occupants of the building shall be permitted to be either
landscaped or have a minimum initial SRI of 29. A default SRI value of 35 for new
concrete without added color pigment is allowed to be used in lieu of measurements.
2. Terraces on setbacks comprising less than 25% of the area of the largest floor plate in the
building.
3. Roofs ballasted at a minimum weight of 17 pounds per square foot with limestone or a
ballast with a solar reflectance of at least 30% shall be permitted to comprise part or all of
the 75% required area coverage.
4. Roofs where a minimum of 75% of the roof area is shaded during the peak sun angle on
June 21st by permanent features of the building.
5. Vegetated roofs and onsite renewable energy systems shall be permitted to comprise part
or all of the 75 percent required area coverage.
1507.1.24 Solar Reflective Index. The solar reflective index (SRI) shall be calculated in
accordance with ASTM E1980 for medium-speed wind conditions. The SRI shall be based upon
solar reflectance as measured in accordance with ASTM E1918 or ASTM C1549, and the
thermal emittance as measured in accordance with ASTM E408 or ASTM C1371. For roofing
products, the values of a solar reflectance and thermal emittance shall be determined by a
laboratory accredited by a nationally recognized accreditation organization, such as the Cool
Roof Rating Council CRRC-1 Product Rating Program,and shall be labeled and certified by the
manufacturer.
Section 2310 is added to the IBC to read as follows:
Section 2310
DECKS
2310.1 Scope. Wood-framed decks shall be designed and constructed in accordance with this section
and the “City of Rockville Typical Deck Details” handout. This would only apply to Use Groups R-3
and R-4.
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Sec. 5-88. Adoption of Maryland Accessibility Code.
The Maryland Accessibility Code (COMAR 05.02.02 09.12.53) is adopted by reference.
Secs. 5-89 –5-95. Reserved.
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SECTION 6. That Article VI, “One and Two Family Dwelling Code”, is hereby amended to read as
follows:
ARTICLE VI. ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLING CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 5-96. Scope.
This article shall govern the minimum requirements to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare
of the public by regulating and controlling the design, construction, prefabrication, equipment or
appliance installation, quality of materials, use and occupancy, and the repair of one (1) and two
(2) family detached dwellings and townhouses not more than three (3) stories in height with or
without a loft per Section R101.2.1 as follows:
1. New Construction and Substantial Reconstruction as defined in section R202 shall
comply with all requirements of this article and Article XIV (Green Building Code).
2. Substantial additions to existing buildings shall comply with all requirements of this
article, but do not need to comply with Article XIV (Green Building Code).
3. Demolition meeting the definition in section 5-68 must obtain a demolition permit
and be subject to an evaluation of historic significance. Demolition may still be
subject to an evaluation of historic significance, Applicants should refer to Chapter
25, (Zoning Ordinance), Section 25.14.01.d prior to any proposed exterior demolition.

Secs. 5-97 – 5-100. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-101. International Residential Code for One and Two-Family Dwellings--Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Residential Code for One and Two-Family
Dwellings, 2015 2018 Edition, as modified herein, is hereby adopted as the residential code for
the City. One (1) copy of such publication as adopted shall be housed by the Inspection Services
Division and made available for inspection by the public during regular office hours. Any
amendment or change in such publication promulgated by the International Code Council shall
not become a part of this article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances and
codes of the City shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of such
ordinances and codes at the time of such application and interpretation.
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Sec. 5-102. Same--Amendments.
The ICC International Residential Code for One - and Two-Family Dwellings, 2015 2018
Edition (IRC), is amended as follows:
Section R101.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R101.1. Title. These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code for One- and Twofamily Dwellings of the City of Rockville and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein
as “this code”.
Section R101.2 of the IRC is amended as follows:
Exception: The following shall be permitted to be con- structed in accordance with this code
where provided with a residential fire sprinkler system complying with Section P2904 NFPA 13:
Section R101.2.1 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
R101.2.1 Additional scope and repairs. Accessory structures and townhouses with lofts, not
exceeding a total of four stories in height and meeting the requirements of Sections R309, R310
and R311 and other applicable requirements of this code. Repairs involving building structures
existing at the time of adoption of or amendment of this Article shall comply with this Article or
Article XIII.
Section R105.1.1 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
105.1.1 SFD Permit application notification. Before a permit is issued for construction of a
new single-family dwelling, the owner, applicant, or their agent shall post and maintain a notice
furnished by the code official at the front lot line facing the street of the proposed structure. The
placard shall be conspicuously posted so as to be visible from the public way. The SFD permit
shall not be issued by the code official until at least 30 calendar days after the date the notice is
posted on the site and verified through an inspection performed by the code official.
Exception: Single Family Dwellings that are part of a sub-division containing more than 5
dwellings.

Section R105.2 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
(a) R105.2 Work exempt from permit. Permits shall not be required for the following,
however properties in Historic District Zones require “Certificates of Approval (permits)” for
exterior alterations as per (b). Exemption from permit requirements of this code shall not be
deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the
provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.
(b) See Chapter 25, Zoning Ordinance, Article 14 of the Rockville City Code: Historic
District Zone
Building:
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1. Retaining walls that support a surcharge of less than and are not over 2 feet in height, as
measured from the lower grade level to the grade level on the high side of the wall,
and/or supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II or IIIA liquids.
2. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons
(18,927 L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1.
3. Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above adjacent grade and
not over any basement or story below.
4. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work.
5. Prefabricated swimming pools that are less than 24 inches (610 mm) deep.
6. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one-and two-family
dwellings.
7. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall that do not project more than 54 inches
(1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require additional support.
8. Re-roofing or residing an existing home without removing any structural components.
9. Patio/decks that are not greater than 4” in height above ground level, Height is measured
from top of patio/decking to ground at lowest point.
10. Removal and replacement of drywall not to exceed 320 square feet, of drywall.
Electrical:
1. Listed cord-and-plug connected temporary decorative lighting.
2. Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles but not the outlet therefore.
3. Replacement of branch circuit overcurrent devices of the required capacity in the same
location.
4. Electrical wiring, devices, appliances apparatus or equipment operating at less than 25
volts and not capable of supplying more than 50 watts of energy.
5. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the connection of approved
portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed receptacles.
6. Removal and replacement of stoves, disposals, ranges. Lighting fixtures, or similar
appliances and equipment, not to include base board heaters.
7. Portable generators 10KW or less.
Gas:
1. Portable heating, cooking or clothes drying appliances.
2. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make such
equipment unsafe.
3. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are not
interconnected to a power grid.
Mechanical:
1. Portable heating appliances.
2. Portable ventilation appliances.
3. Portable cooling units.
4. Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated by
this code.
5. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make such
equipment unsafe.
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6. Portable evaporative coolers.
7. Self-contained refrigeration systems containing 10 pounds (4.54 kg) or less of
refrigerant or that are actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less. (Window AC
units).
8. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are not
interconnected to a power grid.
Plumbing:
1. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; provided, however, that
if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it
becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall
be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as
provided in this code.
1. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures and the
removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
2. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures and the
removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
2. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; provided, however, that if
any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it
becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall
be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as
provided in this code.
Section R105.3.1.1 of the IRC is deleted.
Section R105.3.3 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
R105.3.3 Denial of permit. The Building Official is authorized to deny a permit where the
applicant or contractor has a suspended contractor license or is under investigation for alleged
violations by the issuing authority.
Section R105.5 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R105.5 Expiration. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work on the site
authorized by such permit is commenced within six (6) months (180 days) after its issuance, or if
the work authorized by such permit does not continue to progress or is abandoned for a period of
six (6) months (180 days) after the last approved/valid inspection. Before such work
recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees, per the City’s Fee
Schedule shall be paid. The last approved/valid inspection shall be an inspection that has been
passed. A failed inspection will not count as an approved/valid inspection.
The fees shall be one-half the amount required for a new permit for such work, provided no
changes have been made or will be made in the original construction documents for such work.
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Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees,
per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid.
Section 105.5.1 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
105.5.1 Extensions. The code official can extend the time for action by the permittee if there is
reasonable cause. A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to apply for an
extension, in writing, for time to complete such work. The extension shall be requested for a
justifiable cause.
Sections R106.1. 4 and R106.3.3 of the IRC are deleted.
Section R107.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R107.1 Temporary structures. The building official is authorized to issue a permit for
temporary structures. Temporary structures are those used for only limited duration events or
outdoor recreational purposes, and not as carports, garages, or storage rooms. Temporary
structures may be erected for a period not to exceed a total of 90 days in any 12-month period.
The size and location of temporary structures must meet the requirements of Chapter 25 (Zoning
Ordinance) of the Rockville City Code. Temporary structures of less than 144 square feet in area
are exempt from permit, but must meet all other requirements of this section and of Chapter 25
(Zoning Ordinance) of the Rockville City Code.
Sections R109.1.1 and R109.1.2 of the IRC are amended to read as follows:
R109.1.1 Foundation inspection. Includes footing inspection, foundation walls, waterproofing,
drainage, and back-fill, and ground floor slab. A wall check (house location survey) must be
prepared and certified by a Maryland Registered Land Surveyor and submitted for approval to
the building official within 14 days of the footing inspection approval. Slab inspections will not
be conducted until such survey is received and approved.
R109.1.2 Plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems inspection. Rough inspection of
plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems shall be made prior to concealment and as
often as required by the applicable code document.
Section R109.1.3 of the IRC is deleted.
Section R109.1.4 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R109.1.4 Frame and masonry inspection. Inspection of framing and masonry construction
shall be made after the roof, masonry, all framing, fire stopping, draft stopping, and the
plumbing, mechanical and electrical rough-in work is complete. The building, electrical,
mechanical and plumbing rough-in inspections shall be requested at the same time. Floor
framing located 36 inches or closer to the ground must be inspected prior to installing any
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flooring materials. An inspection is required for masonry fireplaces after the fireplace and first
flue section are completed.
Section R109.1.4.1 is added to the IRC to read as follows
R109.1.4.1 Residential Building Height. The height of residential buildings shall conform with
Chapter 25, Zoning Ordinance, Section 25.10.05 of the Rockville City Code. A building height
certification shall be submitted to the City of Rockville after all framing and roofing is complete.
No close-in inspections will be performed until the certification has been approved by the City.
The building height certification shall be prepared and signed by a licensed land surveyor in the
State of Maryland, a civil engineer licensed in the State of Maryland or any individual who is
deemed qualified by the Chief of Inspection Services.
Exceptions:
(1) Residential buildings where the addition, alteration or reconstruction does not exceed
or increase the height of the existing structure.
(2) Where the roof height of any residential building classified as an addition, alteration
or reconstruction is less than 5 feet of the maximum allowable height per zoning
Ordinance Section 25.10.09.
Sections R109.1.5.2 through R109.1.5.4 are added to the IRC to read as follows:
R109.1.5.2 Insulation inspection. Inspections of insulation shall be made after all close-in
inspections have been approved. All manufacturer information used to demonstrate compliance
with fenestration U-factors and glazed fenestration SHGC must be affixed to each window and
door at the time of this inspection.
R109.1.5.3 Wall bracing inspection. Inspection shall be made after all wall bracing is
completed and prior to the installation of any water-restive barrier (house-wrap).
R109.1.5.4 Water-resistance barrier (house-wrap) inspection. Inspection of the water
resistance barriers shall be made after installation of the required barrier per section R703.2 has
been installed and prior to any wall coverings being applied.
Section R109.1.6 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R109.1.6 Final inspection. Final inspection shall be made after the permitted work is complete
and prior to occupancy. The building, electrical, mechanical and plumbing final inspections shall
be requested at the same time.
Section R109.1.6.1 of the IRC is deleted.
Section R109.4 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
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R109.4 Approval required. Work shall not be done beyond the point indicated in each
successive inspection without first obtaining the approval of the building official. The building
official upon notification shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate the
portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed or shall notify the permit holder or an
agent of the permit holder wherein the same fails to comply with this code. Any portions that do
not comply shall be corrected and such portion shall not be covered or concealed until authorized
by the building official. Any required inspections disapproved twice for the same violation will
be subject to re-inspection fees adopted by resolution of the Mayor and Council. Re-inspection
fees must be paid before any further inspections can be performed at the building site. Any work
done without proper inspections will be subject to special inspection fees as adopted by
resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Section R110.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R110.1 Use and occupancy. No building or structure shall be used or occupied, and no change
in the existing occupancy classification of a building or structure or portion thereof shall be made
until the building official has issued a certificate of occupancy. Issuance of a certificate of
occupancy shall not occur until the building has been inspected and found to be in compliance
with the provisions of this code and all other applicable laws and ordinances. Temporary
certificates of occupancy will not be issued for one- and two-family dwellings.
Exceptions:
1. Certificates of occupancy are not required for work exempt from permits under Section
R105.2.
2. Accessory buildings or structures.
Sections R110.2 and R110.3 of the IRC are deleted.
Section R110.4 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R110.4 Temporary occupancy. Temporary certificates of occupancy will not be issued for oneand two-family dwellings.
Section R112 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R112.1 Board of Adjustments and Administrative Appeals. Appeals of administrative
interpretations or decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with
Chapter 5, Article I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.
Section R114.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R114.1 Notice to owner or the owner’s authorized agent. Upon notice from the building
official that work on any building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system is
being done contrary to the provisions of this code or in an unsafe and dangerous manner, such
work shall be immediately stopped. The stop work order shall be verbal or in writing and shall be
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given to the owner of the property, or to his agent, or to the person doing the work, and shall
state the specific violations and the conditions under which work will be permitted to resume.
Section R202 Definitions of the IRC are hereby amended by adding and amending definitions as
follows:
ACCESSORY BUILDING. A building subordinate to, and located on the same lot with a main
building, the use of which is clearly incidental to that of the main building or to the use of the
land, and which is not attached by any part of a common wall or common roof to the main
building.
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. A structure, the use of which is customarily associated with and
clearly incidental and subordinate to a legally established principal structure and which is located
on the same lot. Coated fabric type materials, woven or non-woven cloth, or fabric/ textile
materials cannot be used in the construction, installation and/or assembly of any permanent
accessory structure for which a permit is required. This includes but is not limited in scope to the
following materials: Polyvinyl (PVC) coated, polyester coated, rubber or neoprene coated, nylon
coated, polyurethane coated, vinyl coated/laminated material.
ADDITION. A modification to an existing building which increases the gross floor area. Any
increase in building height or lot coverage is subject to current zoning standards.
ADDITION, SUBSTANTIAL. An addition that increases the gross floor area by more than
1,500 square feet.
ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an existing structure other than repair or
addition that requires a permit. Also, a change in a mechanical system that involves an
extension, addition or change to the arrangement, type or purpose of the original installation that
requires a permit. Properties in Historic District Zones require “Certificates of Approval” from
the Historic District Commission for all exterior alterations.
COOL ROOF RATING COUNCIL. The independent, non-profit organization that maintains
a third-party rating system for radiative properties of roof surfacing materials.
ENERGY STAR. The joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
the U.S. Department of Energy designed to identify and promote energy-efficient products and
practices.
FAMILY. An individual, or two (2) or more persons all of whom are related to each other by
blood, marriage, domestic partnership, adoption, guardianship or other duly authorized custodial
relationship, and not more than two (2) other unrelated persons as long as all of the occupants are
living together as a single housekeeping group in a dwelling unit, or a group of not more than
five (5) persons who are not collectively related to each other by blood, marriage, domestic
partnership, adoption, guardianship or other duly authorized custodial relationship, and are living
together as a single housekeeping group in a dwelling unit.
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LOW LEAD CONTENT. Low lead content means:
(1) containing not more than 0.2% lead for solder and flux;
(2) containing not more than 8% lead by dry weight for pipes and pipe fittings;
(3) containing a percentage of lead for plumbing fittings and fixtures that is in compliance with
standards established under Section 1417 of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act (42 USC Section
300g-6); and
(4) containing not more than a weighted average lead content of 0.25% for the wetted surfaces of
a pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing fitting, or fixture intended to dispense water for human consumption
through drinking or cooking; or
(5) meeting NSF standards 372 and 61-Annex G.
NEW CONSTRUCTION. An entirely new building or structure.
ONSITE RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEM. Includes, but is not limited to, photovoltaic
panels, solar thermal collectors and wind systems located on or directly adjacent to the building
site.
SUBSTANTIAL RECONSTRUCTION. Removal of 50% or more of the gross floor area of an
existing structure where reconstruction is proposed in the scope of work for the area to be
removed or demolished.
TOWNHOUSE LOFT. An additional story in one-family townhouses contained between the
roof eaves and ridge, which may contain habitable rooms and does not exceed sixty percent
(60%) of the floor area below.
VEGETATED ROOF. A layer of vegetation growing in a medium on top of a drainage layer
and a synthetic, waterproof membrane on the roof of a structure.
WEIGHTED AVERAGE LEAD CONTENT. Weighted average lead content means:
(1) identifying each component of a pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing fitting, or fixture that water
flows through and comes into contact with during normal operation;
(2) identifying the percentage lead content of each component of the pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing
fitting, or fixture;
(3) determining the wetted surface area of the pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing fitting, or fixture;
(4) determining the percentage of the total wetted surface area of the pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing
fitting, or fixture represented in each component;
(5) calculating the contributing percent lead for each component that comes into contact with
water by multiplying the percentage of lead content of the component by the percentage of total
wetted surface area represented by the component; and
(6) calculating the sum of each contributing percent lead value determined for each component
under item (5) of this subsection.
Table R301.2 (1) of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
TABLE R301.2 (1)
CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA
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Section R301.3.1 of the IRC is added to read as follows:
R301.3.1 Residential Building Height. The height of residential buildings shall conform with Chapter
25 Zoning, Section 25.10.05 of the Rockville City Code. A certified building height shall be provided by
the builder after all framing and roofing is complete but BEFORE any close-in approvals will be given.
The building height shall be measured and certified by a qualified person who is approved by the Chief
of Inspection Services Division.
Sections R302.1 and R302.2 of the IRC are amended by replacing the all references to “Section P2904”
with NFPA 13D.
Section R302.1 Exception 3 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
3. Detached tool sheds and storage sheds, playhouses and similar structures are not required to
provide wall protection based on location on the lot provided the floor area does not exceed 200
square feet. Projections beyond the exterior wall shall not extend over the lot line.
Section R302.6.1 of the IRC is added to read as follows:
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R302.6.1 Separation required in townhouses with loft. The garage in a townhouse with a loft
totaling four floors must be separated from the rest of the dwelling by one-hour fire resistance
rated assemblies supported by at least one-hour fire protected construction.
Section R302.13 exception 1 of the IRC is amended by removing the reference to Section P2904
Section R303.3 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R303.3 Bathrooms. Bathroom, water closet compartments and other similar rooms shall be
provided with a mechanical ventilation system, designed in accordance with the Mechanical
Code. Exhaust air from the space shall be exhausted directly to the outdoors.

Section R306.3 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R306.3 Sewage disposal. All plumbing fixtures shall be connected to a sanitary sewer.
Exception: Bathtubs, showers, lavatories, clothes washers and laundry trays are not required
to discharge to the sanitary drainage system where those fixtures discharge to systems
complying with Sections P2910 and P2911.
Section R309.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R309.1 Floor surface. Garage floor surfaces shall be of approved noncombustible material. The
garage floor must be at least four inches below combustible materials and adjacent dwelling
floor. The floor must be sloped to facilitate the movement of liquids toward the main vehicle
entry doorway.
Section R309.5 of the IRC is deleted.
Section R310.1 of the IRC is amended by deleting Exception 2.
Section R310.3.2.1 R310.3.2.2 of the IRC is amended by deleting the exception.
Section R312.1.1.1 of the IRC is added to the IRC to read as follows:
R312.1.1.1 Retaining wall guards. Retaining walls with a difference in grade level on either
side of the wall exceeding 4 feet and within 2 feet of a walk, path, parking lot or driveway on the
high side shall have guards not less than thirty-six (36) inches in height.
Section R313 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
SECTION R313
FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS
R313.1 Automatic Fire Suppression Systems Required. Complete fire suppression systems
shall be installed and maintained in full operating condition, in compliance with the most recently
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adopted edition of NFPA 13D Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One - and TwoFamily Dwelling and Manufacture Homes, in all attached or detached one and two-family dwelling
and townhouses for which building permit applications for new construction, as defined herein,
have been submitted to the City of Rockville.
R313.2 Insulation Value for Sprinkler Piping Protection. Insulation installed on sprinkler
piping, for the protection of freezing, shall have a minimum R-value of 30. Insulation shall not
be blown-in or loose fill and shall be installed to prevent the compaction of the insulation.
Section R314.3 of the IRC is amended as follows by adding the following:
5. In each townhouse loft.
Section R319.1 of the IRC is amended by replacing the value of “4 inches (102mm)” with “5 inches
(122.5mm)”
Section R325.3 of the IRC is amended by replacing the reference to “Section P2904” with “NFPA 13D”
Section R401.4.1 of the IRC is deleted.
Section R403.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R403.1 General. All exterior walls, bearing walls, columns and piers shall be supported on solid
or fully grouted masonry or concrete footings, wood foundations, or other approved structural
systems which shall be of sufficient design to support safely the loads imposed as determined
from the character of the soil, and except when erected upon solid rock or otherwise protected
from frost, shall extend below the frost line. Minimum concrete compressive strength shall be
2,000 2,500 psi. at 28 days. When existing carports and other unenclosed areas are enclosed with
walls, footings meeting the requirements of this section must be provided for all exposed slab
sides. Accessory buildings over one hundred forty-four (144) two hundred (200) square feet in
area must be supported on footings meeting the requirements of this section. Minimum sizes for
concrete footings shall be as set forth in Table No. 403.1 and Figure 403.1(1). Footings for wood
foundations shall be in accordance with the details set forth in Figure Nos. 403.1(2) and
403.1(3). Concrete footings shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provision
of Section R403 or in accordance with ACI 332.
Section R403.1.4.1 of the IRC is amended by deleting the Exceptions.
Section R403.5 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
R403.5 Exterior deck footings. The minimum footing size shall be sixteen (16) inches by
sixteen (16) inches, by eight (8) inches in depth, with the bottom of the footing a minimum of
twenty-four (24) inches below grade. Increased size or load factors may require a larger footing
as determined by the code official.
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Section R406.1 of the IRC is amended by adding the words “crawl spaces” after “interior spaces” in the
first sentence.
Section R406.2 of the IRC is amended by removing the portion of the first sentence “In areas where a
high-water table or severe soil-water conditions are known to exist”.
Section R506.2.3 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R506.2.3 Vapor retarder. A 6 mil (0.006 inch; 152 mm) polyethylene or approved vapor
retarder with joints lapped not less than 12 inches (304 mm) shall be placed between the concrete
floor slab and the base course or the prepared subgrade where no base course exists.
Exception: The vapor retarder is not required for the following:
1. Garages, utility buildings and other unheated accessory structures.
2. Driveways, walks, patios and other flatwork not likely to be enclosed and heated at a
later date.
Section R507.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R507.1 Decks. Wood-framed decks shall be in accordance with this section and the “City of
Rockville Typical Deck Details” handout. For decks using material and conditions not
prescribed in this section, refer to Section R301.
Section R507.3.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
R507.3.1 minimum size. The minimum size of concrete footings shall be in accordance with
Table R507.3.1, based on the tributary area and allowable soil-bearing pressure in accordance
with table R401.4.1 but in no case, shall the footings be smaller than 16” X 16” square or 18’
in diameter.
Section R507.3.2 of the IRC is amended by deleting all the exceptions.
Section R507.4.1 R507.7.1 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
R507.4.1 R507.7.1 Stair treads. Stairs shall be constructed using stringers spaced every
eighteen (18) inches on-center maximum or as required by section R507.3.5 R507.2.2.5.
Sections R905.1.3 and R905.1.4 are added to the IRC to read as follows:
R905.1. 3 Cool roof requirements. Roof coverings for roof slopes less than or equal to two
units vertical in 12 units horizontal (less than 17-percent slope) for buildings and covered
parking shall conform to this section. Replacement, including any change to design or materials,
of the roof of a building or structure in a Historic District Zone must be approved by the Historic
District Commission. A minimum of 75% of the entire roof surface not used for roof
penetrations, onsite renewable energy systems, or vegetated roofing systems shall be covered
with products that comply with the following:
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1. Have a minimum initial solar reflective index (SRI) of 78, as described in Section
R905.1.4; or
2. Comply with the criteria for the U.S. EPA’s Energy Star Program Requirements for Roof
Products – Eligibility Criteria.
Exception:
1. Roofs used to shade or cover parking and roofs over semi-heated spaces or used as
outdoor recreation space by the occupants of the building shall be permitted to be
either landscaped or have a minimum initial SRI of 29. A default SRI value of 35 for
new concrete without added color pigment is allowed to be used in lieu of
measurements.
2. Terraces on setbacks comprising less than 25% of the area of the largest floor plate in
the building.
3. Roofs ballasted at a minimum weight of 17 pounds per square foot with limestone or
ballast with a solar reflectance of at least 30% shall be permitted to comprise part or
all of the 75% required area coverage.
4. Vegetated roofs and onsite renewable energy systems shall be permitted to comprise
part or all of the 75% required area coverage.
R905.1.4 Solar Reflective Index. The solar reflective index (SRI) shall be calculated in
accordance with ASTM E1980 for medium-speed wind conditions. The SRI shall be based upon
solar reflectance as measured in accordance with ASTM E1918 or ASTM C1549, and the
thermal emittance as measured in accordance with ASTM E408 or ASTM C1371. For roofing
products, the values for solar reflectance and thermal emittance shall be determined by a
laboratory accredited by a nationally recognized accreditation organization, such as the Cool
Roof Rating Council CRRC-1 Product Rating Program, and shall be labeled and certified by the
manufacturer.
Section R1001.13 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
R1001.13 Fireplaces. New wood-burning fireplaces shall have gasketed doors and outdoor
combustion air.
Chapter 11 of the IRC is amended in its entirety to read as follows:
CHAPTER 11
ENERGY EFFICIENCY
Section N1101
General
N1101.1 Scope. This chapter governs the design and construction of residential buildings for
energy efficiency. Residential buildings shall be designed and constructed in accordance with
Chapters 1[RE], 2[RE], 3[RE], 4[RE] and 5[RE]] of the International Energy Conservation
Code, 2015 2018 Edition as amended per Article VIII of this Chapter of the Rockville City Code.
Section M1502.4.2 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
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M1502.4.2 Duct installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at intervals not to exceed 12 feet
(3658 mm) and shall be secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into the
adjoining duct or fitting in the direction of airflow. Exhaust duct joints shall be sealed in
accordance with Section M1601.4.1 and shall be mechanically fastened. Ducts shall not be
joined with screws or similar fasteners that protrude into the inside of the duct.
Sections P2601.1 and P2601.2 of the IRC are amended to read as follows:
P2601.1 Scope. Plumbing materials and installation shall conform to the requirements of
Chapters 25 through 32 of this Code, and to the requirements of Chapter 5, Article XI, Plumbing
Code, of the Rockville City Code. Where there are conflicts between the two codes, the
requirements of the Rockville City Code shall prevail.
Section P2601.3 of the IRC is deleted
Section P2602 of the IRC is deleted in its entirety.
Section P2705.1 of the IRC is amended by deleting item #7.
Section P2804.8 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
P2804.8 Thermal expansion control. Where a storage water heater is supplied with cold water
that passes through a check valve, pressure reducing valve or backflow preventer, a thermal
expansion control device shall be connected to the water heater cold water supply pipe at a point
that is downstream of all check valves, pressure reducing valves and backflow preventers.
Thermal expansion tanks shall be sized in accordance with the tank manufacturer’s instructions
and shall be sized such that the pressure in the water distribution system shall not exceed that
required by Section 604.8. If existing water heater is not equipped with an expansion tank, one
must be added at time of replacement.
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Table P2903.2 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
TABLE P2903.2
MAXIMUM FLOW RATES AND CONSUMPTION FOR PLUMBING FIXTURES AND
FIXURE FITTINGSb
PLUMBING FIXTURE OR FIXTURE FITTING
Lavatory faucet
Shower heada
Sink faucet
Water closetc
For SI:

PLUMBING FIXTURE OR FIXTURE
FITTING CONSUMPTION
1.5 gpm at 60 psi
2.0 gpm at 80 psi
1.5 gpm at 60 psi
1.28 gallons per flushing cycle

1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/m,
1 pound per square inch = 6.895 kPa

a.

A handheld shower spray shall be considered a shower head.

b.

Consumption tolerances shall be determined from references standards.

c.

Dual Flush Toilets - The effective flush volume shall not exceed 1.28 gallons (4.8 liters). The effective flush volume is defined as the

composite, average flush volume of two reduced flushes and one full flush. Flush volumes will be tested in accordance with ASME A112.19.2 and
ASME A112.19.14.

Section P2903.7 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
P2903.7 Size of water-service mains, branch mains and risers. The minimum size water
service pipe shall be 1 inch. The size of water service mains, branch mains and risers shall be
determined according to water supply demand {gpm(L/m)}, available water pressure {psi(kPa)}
and friction loss caused by the water meter and developed length of pipe {feet (m)}, including
equivalent length of fittings. The size of each water distribution system shall be determined
according to the procedure outlined in this section or by other design methods conforming to
acceptable engineering practice and approved by the administrative authority:
1. Obtain the minimum daily static service pressure {psi(kPa)} available (as determined by
the local water authority) at the water meter or other source of supply at the installation
location. Adjust this minimum daily static pressure {psi (kPa)} for the following
conditions:
1.1 Determine the difference in elevation between the source of supply and the highest
water supply outlet. Where the highest water supply outlet is located above the
source of supply, deduct 0.5 psi (3.4 kPa) for each foot (305 mm) of difference in
elevation. Where the highest water supply outlet is located below the source of
supply, add 0.5 psi (3.4 kPa) for each foot (305 mm) of difference in elevation.
1.2 Where a water pressure reducing valve is installed in the water distribution system,
the minimum daily static water pressure available is 80 percent of the minimum
daily static water pressure at the source of supply or the set pressure downstream of
the pressure reducing valve, whichever is smaller.
1.3 Deduct all pressure losses caused by special equipment such as a backflow
preventer, water filter or water softener. Pressure loss data for each piece of
equipment shall be obtained from the manufacturer of such devices.
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1.4

Deduct the pressure in excess of 8 psi (55 kPa) caused by installation of special
plumbing fixtures, such as temperature controlled showers and flush-o-meter tank
water closets. Using the resulting minimum available pressure, find the
corresponding pressure range in Table P2903.7.
2. The maximum developed length for water piping is the actual length of pipe between the
source of supply and the most remote fixture, including either hot (through the water
heater) or cold water branches multiplied by a factor of 1.2 to compensate for pressure
loss through fittings. Select the appropriate column in Table P2903.7 equal to or greater
than the calculated maximum developed length.
3. To determine the size of water service pipe, meter and main distribution pipe to the
building using the appropriate table, follow down the selected “maximum developed
length” column to a fixture unit equal to, or greater than the total installation demand
calculated by using the “combined” water supply fixture unit column of Table P2903.6.
Read the water service pipe and meter sizes in the first left-hand column and the main
distribution pipe to the building in the second left-hand column on the same row.
4. To determine the size of each water distribution pipe, start at the most remote outlet on
each branch (either hot or cold branch) and, working back toward the main distribution
pipe to the building, add up the water supply fixture unit demand passing through each
segment of the distribution system using the related hot or cold column of Table P2903.6.
Knowing demand, the size of each segment shall be read from the second left-hand
column of the same table and a maximum developed length column selected in Steps 1
and 2, under the same or next smaller size meter row. In no case does the size of any
branch or main need to be larger than the size of the main distribution pipe to the building
established in Step 3.
Installation of additional fixtures at an existing building will require evaluation of the size of the
water distribution system, as outlined in this section, and an increase in line and meter size if
required by the additional fixture demand.
Section P2903.9.3 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
P2903.9.3 Fixture valves and access. Shut off valves shall be required on each new fixture
supply pipe to each plumbing appliance and to each plumbing fixture. Valves shall be accessible.
Section P2904 of the IRC is deleted in its entirety.
Section P2906.3 of the IRC is deleted in its entirety.
Section P2906.4 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
P2906.4 Water service pipe. Water service pipe installed underground between the main and
the property line/meter shall be type "K" copper tubing with siphons/brazed joints only for sizes
up to and including two (2) inches. In case type "K" copper tubing is unavailable, type "L"
copper tubing may be used in an emergency when authorized by the City’s Department of Public
Works. From the property line to the structure shall conform to NSF 61 and shall conform to one
of the pipe standards indicated in Table P2906.4. be ABS pipe with 12 AWG tracer wire attached
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or type "K" copper tubing with siphons/brazed joints only for sizes up to and including two (2)
inches. In case type "K" copper tubing is unavailable, type "L" copper tubing may be used in an
emergency when authorized by the City. Water service pipe installed underground and outside of
the structure, shall have a minimum working pressure rating of 160 psi at 73 F (1100 kPa at 23
C).
Table P2906.4 of the IRC is deleted.
Section P2906.4.2 P2906.4.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
P2906.4.2 P2906.4.1 Water service installation. Trenching, pipe installation and backfilling
shall be in accordance with Section P2604. Sewers and water servicing pipe shall be installed
below the recorded frost penetration, but in no case less than two (2) feet two (2) inches for
sewer and two (2) feet six (6) inches for water. Water-service pipe is permitted to be located in
the same trench with a building sewer provided such sewer is constructed of materials listed for
underground use within a building in Section P3002.1. When water-service pipes are laid in the
same trench with a building sewer, the water-service pipe is placed on a solid ledge at least
twelve (12) inches above and twelve (12) inches to one (1) side of the highest point in the sewer
line. In no case shall the water-service pipe be less than two (2) feet six (6) inches below grade.
If the building sewer is not constructed of materials listed in Section P3002.1, the water-service
pipe shall be separated from the building sewer by a minimum of 5 feet (1524 mm), measured
horizontally, of undisturbed or compacted earth or placed on a solid ledge at least 12 inches (305
mm) above and to one side of the highest point in the sewer line.
Exception: The required separation distance shall not apply where a water service pipe crosses a
sewer pipe, provided that the water service pipe is sleeved to at least 5 feet (1524 mm),
horizontally from the sewer pipe centerline, on both sides of the crossing with pipe materials
listed in Tables P3002.1(1), P3002.1(2) or P3002.2.
Section P2906.5.1 is added to the IRC to read as follows:
P2906.5.1 Under concrete slabs. Inaccessible water distribution piping under slabs shall be
copper water tube Type M, brass, or cast-iron pressure pipe, all installed with approved fittings
or bends. Any material subject to corrosion shall be protected when used in corrosive soils.
Joints in copper pipe or tube installed in a concrete floor slab or under a concrete floor slab on
grade shall be installed using wrought-copper fittings and brazed joints.
Section P3001.1 of the IRC is amended to read as follows:
P3001.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall govern the materials, design, construction
and installation of sanitary drainage systems. Plumbing materials shall conform to the
requirements of this chapter. The drainage, waste and vent (DWV) system shall consist of all
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piping for conveying wastes from plumbing fixtures, appliances and appurtenances, including
fixture traps; above-grade drainage piping; below-grade drains within the building (building
drain); below- and above-grade venting systems; and piping to the public sewer.
Chapter 34 and Section E3401.1 of the IRC is are amended to read as follows:
E3401.1 Applicability. The electrical requirements shall conform to the most recently adopted
edition of the NFPA National Electrical Code as provided for in Chapter 5, Article VII of the
Rockville City Code.
Chapters 35 through 43 of the IRC are deleted in their entirety.
Appendix F Passive Radon Gas Controls of the IRC is adopted in its entirety.
Appendix H Patio Covers of the IRC is adopted and amended to read as follows:

APPENDIX H
Patio Covers
Section AH101
General
AH101.1 Scope. Patio covers shall conform to the requirements of this appendix chapter.
Section AH102
Definitions
Patio covers. Permanent one-story structures not exceeding 13 feet (3657 mm) in height.
Enclosure walls shall be permitted to be of any configuration, provided the open or glazed area
of the longer wall and one additional wall is equal to at least 65 percent of the area below a
minimum of 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm) of each wall, measured from the floor. Openings shall be
permitted to be enclosed with (1) insect screening, (2) glass conforming to the provisions of
Section R308, or (3) any combination of the foregoing. Plastics (with the exception of multi-wall
polycarbonate sheet products used as roofing), canvas, tarpaulin, and other type of fabric or
pliable material may not be used in the construction of patio covers. Patio covers must meet the
size and location requirements of Chapter 25 (Zoning Ordinance) of the Rockville City Code.
Patio structure. A structure not greater than 3,000 square feet in floor area and not over fifteen
feet (15’) in height, the use of which is customarily accessory to and incidental to that of the
dwelling(s) and which is located on the same lot. Coated fabric type materials, woven or nonwoven cloth, or fabric/ textile materials cannot be used in the construction, installation and/or
assembly of any permanent accessory structure for which a permit is required. This includes but
is not limited in scope to the following materials: Polyvinyl (PVC) coated, polyester coated,
rubber or neoprene coated, nylon coated, polyurethane coated, vinyl coated/laminated material.
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Patio structures must meet the size and location requirements of Chapter 25 (Zoning Ordinance)
of the Rockville City Code.
Section AH103
Permitted Uses
AH103.1 General. Patio covers shall be permitted to be detached from or attached to dwelling
units. Patio covers shall be used only for recreational, outdoor living purposes and not as
carports, garages, storage rooms or habitable rooms.
Section AH104
Design Loads
AH104.1 General. Patio covers shall be designed and constructed to sustain, within the stress
limits of this code, all dead loads plus a minimum vertical live load of 10 pounds per square foot
(0.48 kN/m2) except that snow loads shall be used where such snow loads exceed this minimum.
Such covers shall be designed to resist the minimum wind loads set forth in Table R301.2(1).
Appendix J Existing Buildings and Structures of the IRC is adopted in its entirety.
Appendix K Sound Transmission of the IRC is adopted in its entirety.
Appendix Q Tiny Houses of the IRC is adopted in its entirety.
Secs. 5-103 – 5-110. Reserved.

SECTION 7. That Article VII, “Electrical Code”, is hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE VII. ELECTRICAL CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 5-111. Definitions.
Except as specifically set forth in this article or any document referred to in this article, terms as
used shall have the same definitions as the NFPA 70, National Electrical Code, 2014 2017
Edition.
Approved means accepted or acceptable under the applicable specification stated or cited in this
article and/or the NFPA 70, National Electrical Code- 2014 2017 Edition, or as accepted as
suitable for the proposed use under procedures and powers of the administrative authority. Upon
written request a certificate of approval may be issued indicating satisfactory completion of the
electrical work.
Existing work means any electrical system or any part thereof, which has been lawfully installed
prior to adoption of this article ordinance.
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Sec. 5-112. Purpose.
The purpose of this article is the practical safeguarding of persons and of buildings and their
contents from electrical hazards arising from the use of electricity for light, heat, power, radio,
signaling, and for other purposes.
Sec. 5-113. Scope.
(a) This article applies to:
1) The electrical conductors and equipment installed within or on public and private
buildings or other structures, and other premises such as yards, carnivals, parking and
other lots, and industrial substations;
2) The conductors that connect the installations to the supply of electricity; and
3) Other outside conductors on the premises.
(b) This article does not apply to installations in cars, automotive equipment, or the
installation of equipment employed by a railway, electrical or communication utility in
the exercise of its function as a utility and located outdoors or in buildings used
exclusively for that purpose.
(c) All electrical work must also comply with relevant provisions of Article VIII, the Energy
Conservation Code.
Secs. 5-114 – 5-120. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-121. Electrical permit.
(a) No electrical work shall be undertaken prior to the issuance of an electrical permit
therefore by the administrative authority. Such permit shall be issued to a licensed master
electrician or licensed master electrician (limited), except as otherwise provided. No
permit shall be required to repair portable electrical equipment or lighting fixtures, or to
repair or replace sockets, or to repair motors, or to replace motors with motors of the
same horsepower rating.
(b) Any permit required may be issued to any person to do electrical work in a single-family
dwelling used exclusively for living purposes, including the usual accessory buildings
and quarters in connection with such building, provided the person is the bona fide owner
of such dwelling and that the same will be occupied by the owner and that the owner
shall personally purchase all material and perform all labor in connection therewith;
however, the administrative authority may require the homeowner to show that he is
qualified to perform such work in a capable manner so as not to endanger the life and
property of himself, persons in the neighborhood or property belonging to public utility
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suppliers. This subsection does not apply to work involving heavy-up or replacement of
service equipment, or to any wiring associated with swimming pool and/or hot tub
installations.
(c) Applications for electrical permits shall be made on suitable forms provided by the
administrative authority. The application shall be accompanied by the payment of a fee in
accordance with the schedule of fees which has been established by resolution.
(d) No electrical permit shall be issued until plans and specifications showing the proposed
work in necessary detail have been submitted to the administrative authority and it has
been determined from examination of such plans and specifications that they give
assurance that the work will conform to the provisions of this article. If a permit is
denied, the applicant may submit revised plans and specifications without payment of
additional fee.
(e) If, in the course of the work, it is found necessary to make any change from the plans and
specifications on which a permit has been issued, amended plans and specifications shall
be submitted and a supplemental permit, subject to the same conditions applicable to the
original application for permit, shall be issued to cover the change.
Sec. 5-122. Inspections.
(a) It shall be the duty of the administrative authority to make necessary inspections under
this article. Upon completion of all electrical installations the person holding the permit
therefor shall be required to notify the administrative authority and request inspection of
such installation. However, if such installation, or any part of such installation, is to be
hidden from view due to permanent placement of part of a building, the permit holder
shall request that this segment of the work be inspected before it is covered over.
(b) The administrative authority shall have the authority to require the removal of any
structure that prevents proper inspection of any electrical installation.
(c) If, when inspection is made, the inspector shall find the installation to be in violation, the
permit holder shall be notified and given ten (10) days, or other a reasonable time period
as may be designated by the administrative authority, in which to correct such violation.
Sec. 5-123. Cut-in certificate.
(a) The electric power company shall not supply electricity or power to any electrical equipment,
for the installation of which a permit is required by this article, and no person shall connect any
such electrical equipment to a supply of electricity or power except in accordance with a cut-in
certificate issued by the administrative authority.
(b) Temporary cut-in certificates shall be issued for temporary installation for construction or
temporary pending final and such certificates shall be cancelled by the administrative authority
at any time if the installation is not maintained or completed as required by this article.
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(c) If, after the inspection, the City's electrical inspector finds the installation to be in conformity
with the provisions of this article, he shall issue a cut-in certificate therefor, authorizing the use
of the installation and connection to the supply of electricity and power, and shall send such
certificate to the electric power company. Such certificates may be issued for an entire
installation or part thereof.
Secs. 5-124 – 5-130. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. TECHNICAL STANDARDS
Sec. 5-131. National Electrical Code -- Adopted.
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) NFPA 70, National Electrical Code- 2014
2017 Edition as modified herein, is hereby adopted as the electrical code for the City. One (1)
copy of such publication as adopted shall be housed by the Inspection Services Division and
made available for inspection by the public during regular office hours. Any amendment or
change in such publication promulgated by the National Fire Protection Association shall not
become a part of this article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances and
codes of the City shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of such
ordinances and codes at the time of such application and interpretation.
Sec. 5-132. Same--Definition.
In section 90-4 of the NFPA 70, National Electrical Code 2014 2017 Edition, the phrase
"authority having jurisdiction" shall mean the Chief of Inspection Services Division.
Sec. 5-133. Same--Amendments.
The NFPA 70, National Electrical Code, 2014 2017 Edition (NEC), is amended in the following
respects:
Section 90.1 (E D) is added to the NEC to read as follows:
(E D) Relation with the Rockville City Code, Article VIII. The requirements in this code address
the fundamental principles of protection for safety. The energy conservation requirements are
addressed in Article VIII and Article XIV of the Rockville City Code.
Section 90.2 of the NEC is amended by adding the following:
(D) Homeowners.
Homeowner must take and pass an exam administered by the Inspection Services Division prior
to allowing a homeowner to obtain an electrical permit for doing electrical wiring at their
primary residence. This exam will be valid for two (2) years allowing the homeowner to apply
for additional permits in that time frame for their primary residence. Homeowner obtained
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electrical permits will allow electrical wiring at their primary residence, with the exclusion of the
following work:
• Swimming pools, saunas, or hot tubs
• Service equipment installation such as heavy -ups, panel replacements, sub-panels
• Replacement of SEC cable.
• Overhead service mast replacements.
Section 90.10 is added to the NEC to read as follows:
90.10 Appeals.
90.10.1 Board of Adjustments and Administrative Appeals.
Appeals of administrative interpretations or decisions made by the Code Official
shall be administered in accordance with Chapter 5, Article I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City
Code.

Section 110-14(a) of the NEC is amended by adding the following:
In all cases, copper -clad aluminum wire must be terminated by means of wire binding screws. The use
of any type of "quick-wire" terminals where the possibility of nicking the surface of copper-clad
aluminum wire does exist shall not be permitted.
Section 210-5 of the NEC is amended by rewriting subsection (C) to read as follows:
(C) Ungrounded conductor. Where installed in raceways, as open work, or as concealed knoband-tube work, the ungrounded conductor shall be identified by any color other than as specified
in (a) and (b) above. All ungrounded conductors of the same color shall be connected to the same
ungrounded feeder conductor and the conductors for systems of different voltages shall be of
different colors.
Exception: As permitted in section 200-7, it is required that all multicable conductors are to be
color coded as follows:
For 120/208/240 Volts
2 conductors--1 white and 1 black;
3 conductors--1 white, 1 black and 1 red;
4 conductors--1 white, 1 black, 1 red, and 1 blue.
For 227/480 Volts; The colors gray, brown, orange, and yellow must be use in
accordance with commonly accepted trade practices.
Section 210.19(A) (1) of the NEC is amended by adding the following:
(c)Branch circuits smaller than #4 shall be copper conductors.
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Section 210.52(A) of the NEC is amended by adding the following:
(5) Dwelling units. General lighting branch circuits in dwelling occupancies served by a fifteenampere branch circuit shall not have more than twelve (12) power consuming outlets. A duplex
receptacle is considered one (1) outlet.
A small appliance branch circuit in dwelling occupancies served by a twenty-ampere branch
circuit shall have not more than eight (8) receptacle outlets.
Section 230.2 of the NEC is amended by adding the following Exception:
Exception: Individual meters to measure electrical consumption shall be provided for each
dwelling unit of a multi-family group when such dwelling units have separate heating and/or
cooling systems whose primary energy source is electricity.

Section 230.70 of the NEC is amended to read as follows:
230.70 General. Means shall be provided to disconnect all conductors in a building or other
structure from the service-entrance conductors.
(A) Location. The service disconnecting means shall be installed in accordance with
230.70(A)(1), (A)(2), and (A)(3).
(1) Readily Accessible Location. The service disconnecting means shall be
installed at a readily accessible location either outside of a building or
structure or inside not to exceed 5 feet from the point of entrance of the
service conductors.
(2) Bathrooms. Service disconnecting means shall not be installed in bathrooms.
(3) Remote Control. Where a remote-control device(s) is used to actuate the
service disconnecting means, the service disconnecting means shall be located
in accordance with 230.70(A)(1).
(B) Marking. Each service disconnect shall be permanently marked to identify it as a
service disconnect.
(C) Suitable for Use. Each service disconnecting means shall be suitable for the
prevailing conditions. Service equipment installed in hazardous (classified) locations
shall comply with the requirements of Articles 500 through 517.
Section 230.79, subsection (c) of the NEC is amended by deleting the value of "one hundred (100)
amperes" and substituting therefor the value of "one hundred fifty (150) amperes" as the minimum
service disconnecting means rating for single family dwellings one and two-family dwelling.
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Section 410.36 (B) of the NEC is amended to read as follows:
(B) Suspended Ceilings. All luminaries installed in suspended ceilings shall be supported
directly from the building structure. A minimum of 2 wires of size No. 12 steel or larger
shall be used. These wires must be tied to opposite corners of the luminaire and attached
independently to the building structure.
Exception: Circular luminaries with a diameter 12 inches or less may be supported
with one wire of No. 12 steel or larger.
Section 424.11 of the NEC is amended to add the following:
Wiring for all fixed electric space heating equipment shall be copper wire only. Conductors shall
terminate from the heating equipment terminals to the disconnect.

Section 424.19 of the NEC is amended to add the following:
The disconnect serving the equipment shall not be secured or fastened to the heating equipment.
Section 426.22 of the NEC is amended by adding subsection (F) to read as follows:
(F) Non-heating leads. Non-heating leads shall be of copper wire only.
Section 426.23 of the NEC is amended by adding subsection (C) to read as follows:
(C) Non-heating leads. Non-heating leads shall be of copper wire only.
Section 500.5 (D), of the NEC is amended by adding (Informational Note No. 3) to read as follows:
(Informational Note No. 3): such locations as trash or incinerator rooms.
Section 503.10 (A) of the NEC is amended by adding a new paragraph (5) to read as follows:
(5) No conduits, busways, wireways, or feeder cables. No conduits, busways, wireways, or
feeder cables shall pass through trash or incinerator rooms. The only wiring permitted in such
rooms may be circuit wiring with suitable insulation having to do with and terminating in such
rooms. Conduit embedded in two (2) or more inches of concrete or masonry may be considered
to be outside such rooms.
Section 700.18 of the NEC is amended to read as follows:
Circuits for Emergency Power. For branch circuits that supply equipment classed as
emergency, there shall be an emergency supply source to which the load will be transferred
automatically upon the failure of the normal supply. Any building in which standpipes are
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installed must have one 30-ampere, 120-volt circuit installed for each standpipe riser, supplied
from the emergency panel. The wiring method for exposed work must be galvanized, threaded
metal conduit. Boxes must be metal, weatherproof types with gasketed flap-door covers and
threaded hubs. The wiring method for concealed work must be metal conduit with appropriate
galvanized boxes having gasketed flap-door covers suitable for fire department use. The
weatherproof cover must be suitable for receiving the L5-20R NEMA type twist-lock receptacle
without damage.
Supply wiring must be at least 75 degrees C-type wire. One single 20-ampere three-wire twist
lock receptacle (NEMA L5-20R) must be installed at least as high as, and with a 2-feet offset
from each hose valve connection. Each outlet box must be painted “fire-alarm red” in color and
be marked “Fire Department Use Only”.
Note: This Section supersedes the requirements of Table 210.21(B) (2).
Secs. 5-134 – 5-140. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. LICENSING OF ELECTRICIANS
Sec. 5-141. Required; violation declared misdemeanor.
(a) Any person wishing to install, maintain, and/or repair any electrical circuits, equipment, or
apparatus, or who wishes to supervise such work, within the corporate limits of the City shall
obtain a master electrician's license from the administrative authority.
(b) Any person wishing to install, maintain, and/or repair, or supervise the installation,
maintenance, and/or repair of a particular appliance, equipment, or apparatus, such as air
conditioning equipment, oil and gas heating furnaces, electric signs, and similar specialties
within the corporate limits of the City shall obtain a master electrician's (limited) license from
the administrative authority.
(c) Any person wishing to work under the supervision of a master electrician to install, maintain,
and/or repair any electrical circuits, equipment or apparatus within the corporate limits of the
City shall obtain a journeyman electrician's license by any county or municipality in the state
approved by the administrative authority. All work done under this license shall be done under
the supervision of a master electrician or master electrician (limited), who is licensed by the
City.
(d) Any person who shall perform any electrical work within the corporate limits of the City who is
not by or under the supervision of a licensee as provided in this article or is not otherwise
qualified as set forth in section 5-121, subsection (b), shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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(e) All company vehicles, by July 1, 2010, shall have the City’s license number conspicuously
displayed.
Sec. 5-142. Qualifications; examination.
(a) The administrative authority shall establish standards and procedures for the qualifications and
licensing of master electricians and master electricians (limited). The administrative authority
shall issue an appropriate license to each person who meets the qualifications and licensing
requirements therefor.
(b) No additional examination will required by the administrative authority when an applicant
presents a valid license issued by the State or County or any other municipality or County
within the State, provided such City or County administers examinations and has qualification
procedures equivalent to those required for licensing by the City.
(c) No license shall be granted to any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years.
(d) The examination fee shall be as set by the agency approved by the administrative authority to
give the examination.

Sec. 5-143. Fee.
A license shall be issued under this division to qualified applicants only upon payment of a fee in
the amount established by resolution.
Sec. 5-144. Term.
Licenses required by this division shall expire at the end of odd numbered calendar years.
Sec. 5-145. Bond or insurance.
Any person who has been issued a master electrician's license or master electrician's (limited)
license shall execute and deposit with the administrative authority a bond in the sum of five
thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or proof of insurance with a minimum of three hundred thousand
dollars ($300,000.00) general liability and one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) property
damage coverage. Such bond shall be conditioned that all electrical work performed by the
licensee or under his supervision shall be performed in accordance with this Code and that he
will pay all fines and penalties properly imposed upon him for violation of the provisions of this
article. A master electrician's license or a master electrician's (limited) license shall not be valid
unless a bond is executed and deposited as herein stipulated, or proof of insurance submitted. No
additional insurance or bond is required of persons who have a current, active and insured State
Master Electrician License.
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Sec. 5-146. Use of licensee's name by another; change of address, etc.
No person who has obtained a master electrician's license or master electrician's (limited) license
shall allow his name to be used by another person either for the purpose of obtaining permits, or
doing business or work under the license. Every person licensed shall notify the administrative
authority of the address of his place of business and the name under which such business is
carried on and shall give immediate notice to the administrative authority of any change in either.
Secs. 5-147 – 5-155. Reserved.
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SECTION 8. That Article VIII, “Energy Conservation Code,” is hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE VIII. ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 5-156. Scope.
This article regulates the design and construction of the thermal envelopes and selection of
HVAC, service water heating, electrical distribution systems and equipment required for the
purpose of effective use of energy and shall govern all buildings and structures, or portions
thereof, hereafter erected that provide facilities or shelter for human occupancy.
Secs. 5-157 – 5-160. Reserved.
DIVISION 2. TECHNICAL STANDARDS
Sec. 5-161. International Energy Conservation Code--Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Energy Conservation Code, 2015 2018
Edition, as modified herein, is hereby adopted as the energy conservation code for the City. One
(1) copy of such publication as adopted shall be housed by the Inspection Services Division and
made available for inspection by the public during regular office hours. Any amendment or
change in such code promulgated by the International Code Council shall not become part of this
article until the modifications have been duly adopted by ordinance. References to other
ordinances and codes of the City shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms
and effect of such ordinances and codes at the time of such application and interpretation.
Sec. 5-162. Same--Amendments.
The ICC International Energy Conservation Code, 2015 2018 Edition (IECC), is amended in the
following respects:
Section C101.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
C101.1 Title. This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code of the
City of Rockville, and shall be cited as such. It is referred to herein as “this code”.
Section C102.1.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
C102.1.1 Above code programs. The code official or other authority having jurisdiction shall be
permitted to deem a national, state or local energy efficiency program to exceed the energy
efficiency required by this code if the program provides a detailed written energy analysis study
demonstrating that the requirements in the program exceed all requirements of this code and
includes a requirement for inspections of each building by an accredited independent party to
determine compliance. Buildings approved in writing by such an energy efficiency program and
that meet all mandatory provisions of this Article shall be considered in compliance with this
code.
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Section C103.2 of the IECC is amended to add item #13 as follows:
13. Energy Code Compliance Checklist
Section C107.1 C104.1 of the IECC is amended as follows:
C107.1 C104.1 Fees: The fees shall be as established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Sections C107.2 C104.2, C107.3 C104.3, C107.4 C104.4 and C107.5 C104.5 of the IECC are deleted.
Section C107.1.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
C107.1.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes
and standards, the provisions of the most restrictive code shall apply.
Section C109 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
C109.1 Board of Adjustments and Administrative Appeals. Appeals of administrative
interpretations or decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with
Chapter 5, Article I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code
Section C301.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
C301.1 General. Climate zone “4 except Marine” shall be used for the City of Rockville in
determining the applicable requirements from Chapter 4.
Sections C301.2, C301.3 and C301.4 of the IECC are deleted.
Section R101.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
R101.1 Title. This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code of the
City of Rockville, and shall be cited as such. It is referred to herein as “this code”.
Section R102.1.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
R102.1.1 Above code programs. The code official or other authority having jurisdiction shall be
permitted to deem a national, state or local energy efficiency program to exceed the energy
efficiency required by this code if the program provides a detailed written energy analysis study
demonstrating that the requirements in the program exceed all requirements of this code and
includes a requirement for inspections of each building by an accredited independent party to
determine compliance. Buildings approved in writing by such an energy efficiency program and
that meet all mandatory provisions of this Article shall be considered in compliance with this
code.
Section R103.2 of the IECC is amended to add item #9 as follows:
9.Energy Code Compliance Checklist.
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Section R107.1 R104.1 of the IECC is amended as follows:
R107.1 R104.1 Fees: The fees shall be as established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Sections R107.2 R104.2, R107.3 R104.3, R107.4 R104.4 and R107.5 R104.5 of the IECC are deleted.

Section R107.1.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
R107.1.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes
and standards, the provisions of the most restrictive code shall apply.
Section R109 of the IECC amended to read as follows:
R109.1 Board of Adjustments and Administrative Appeals. Appeals of administrative
interpretations or decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with
Chapter 5, Article I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.
Section R301.1 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
R301.1 General. Climate zone “4 except Marine” shall be used for the City of Rockville in
determining the applicable requirements from Chapter 4.
Sections R301.2, R301.3 and R301.4 of the IECC are deleted.
Table R402.1.2 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
TABLE R402.1. 2
INSULATION AND FENESTRATION REQUIREMENTS BY COMPONENT
CLIMATE
ZONE

FENESTRATION
U-FACTOR b

SKYLIGHT
U-FACTOR
b

4 EXCEPT
MARINE

0.35 0.32

0.55

GLAZED
FENESTRATION
SHGC b e

CEILING
RVALUE

WOOD FRAME
WALL R-VALUE

MASS
WALL
RVALUE

FLOOR
RVALUE

BASEMENT
d
WALL RVALUE

SLAB d
RVALUE
&
DEPTH

CRAWL
SPACE d
WALL
RVALUE

0.40

49

20 or 13+5

8/13

19

10/13

10.2ft

10/13

NR = Not Required.
For SI: 1 foot = 304.8 mm.
a. R-values are minimums. U-factors and SHGC are maximums. Where insulation is installed in a cavity that is less than the label or design thickness
of the insulation, the installed R-value of the insulation shall be not less than the R-value specified in the table.
b. The fenestration U-factor column excludes skylights. The SHGC column applies to all glazed fenestration.
c. “10/13” means R-10 continuous insulation on the interior or exterior of the home or R-13 cavity insulation on the interior of the basement wall. “10/13”
shall be permitted to be met with R-13 cavity insulation on the interior of the basement wall.
d. R-5 insulation shall be provided under the full slab area of a heated slab in addition to the required slab edge insulation R-value for slabs. as indicated
in the table. The slab edge insulation for heated slabs shall not be required to extend below the slab.
e. There are no SHGC requirements in the Marine Zone.
f. Basement wall insulation is not required in warm-humid locations as defined by Figure R301.1 and Table R301.1.
g. Alternatively, insulation sufficient to fill the framing cavity and providing not less than an R-value of R-19.
h. The first value is cavity insulation, the second value is continuous insulation. Therefore, as an example, “13+5” means R-13 cavity insulation
plus R-5 continuous insulation.
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i. Mass walls shall be in accordance with Section R402.2.5. The second R-value applies where more than half of the insulation is on the interior of the mass
wall.

Table R402.1. 4 of the IECC is amended to read as follows:
TABLE R402.1. 4
EQUIVALENT U-FACTORS a
CLIMATE
ZONE

FENESTRATION
U-FACTOR b

SKYLIGHT UFACTOR

CEILING
U-FACTOR

FRAME
WALL UFACTOR

MASS WALL
U-FACTOR b

FLOOR
U-FACTOR

BASEMENT d
WALL
U-FACTOR

CRAWL
SPACE d
WALL UFACTOR

0.026

0.060

0.098

0.047

0.059

0.065

b

4 EXCEPT
MARINE

0.32 0.35

0.55

a. Non-fenestration U-factors shall be obtained from measurement, calculation or an approved source.
b. Mass walls shall be in accordance with Section R402.2.5. Where more than half the insulation is on the interior, the mass
wall U-factors shall not exceed 0.17 in Climate Zone 1, 0.14 in Climate Zone 2, 0.12 in Climate Zone 3, 0.087 in Climate
Zone 4 except Marine, 0.065 in Climate Zone 5 and Marine 4, and 0.057 in Climate Zones 6 through 8.
c. In warm-humid locations as defined by Figure R301.1 and Table R301.1, the basement wall U-factor shall not exceed 0.360.

Section R402.1.6 of the IECC is added to read as follows:
R402.1.6 Envelope component descriptions and default values. When calculating the U-factor
of an assembly as part of Section R402.1.3, R402.1.4, or R404.5.2, the values in Tables R402.1.6.1
through R402.1.6.3 shall be used unless alternate values are approved by the code official. In
addition, the U-factor of the assembly shall be calculated using a series-parallel calculation with
the default framing fractions in Tables R402.1.6.1 through R402.1.6.3. Subject to approval by the
code official, the frame fractions for the proposed design shall be permitted to be determined by
the type of construction (Satisfactory, Intermediate or Advanced) as defined in Sections
R402.1.6.1 through R402.1.6.3.
R402.1.6.1 Wood stud frame walls. The type of construction (Satisfactory, Intermediate
or Advanced) for determination of default framing fractions in wood stud frame walls are
defined as follows:
Satisfactory Insulation and Framing Fractions :
Satisfactory wood stud frame walls include studs framed on 16-inch centers with
double top plate and single bottom plate. Corners use three studs and each opening
is framed using two studs.
Studs and plates: 21%
Insulated cavity: 75%
Headers: 4%
Intermediate Insulation and Framing Fractions:
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Intermediate wood stud frame walls include studs framed on 16-inch centers with
double top plate and single bottom plate. Corners use two studs or other means of
fully insulating corners, and each opening is framed by two studs.
Studs and plates: 18%
Insulated cavity: 78%
Headers: 4%
Advanced Insulation and Framing Fractions:
Advanced wood stud frame walls include studs framed on 24-inch centers with
double top plate and single bottom plate. Corners use two studs or other means of
fully insulating corners, and one stud is used to support each header.
Studs and plates: 13%
Insulated cavity: 83%
Headers: 4%
TABLE R402.1.6.1
FRAME WALL COMPONENT DEFAULT VALUES
•

Component
Interior Air Film R-Value
Drywall Layer R-Value
Cavity Layer R-Values
Standard Reference Design
Insulation/Framing Fraction
Proposed Design Default
Insulation/Framing Fraction
Insulating Sheathing Layer
R-Value
Structural Sheathing Layer
R-Value
Siding Layer R-Value
Exterior Air Film R-Value

Default Value
0.68
Insulation: As Specified

0.45
Framing: R-1.25 per inch of wood

Insulation: 83%

Framing: 17%

Insulation: 78%

Framing: 22%
0 or as installed
0.62
0.61
0.25

•

R402.1.6.2 Wood frame floors. The type of construction (Satisfactory, Intermediate or
Advanced) for determination of default framing fractions in wood frame floors are defined
as follows:
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Satisfactory Insulation and Framing Fractions: Satisfactory wood floors include open
joist systems framed 12-inch centers or solid joists framed 16-inch centers.
Framing: 12%
Insulated cavity: 88%
Intermediate Insulation and Framing Fractions: Intermediate wood floors include
open joist systems framed 16-inch centers or solid joists framed 20-inch centers.
Framing: 10%
Insulated cavity: 90%
Advanced Insulation and Framing Fractions: Advanced wood floors include open joist
systems framed 20-inch centers or joists framed 24-inch centers.
Framing: 8%
Insulated cavity: 92%
TABLE R402.1.6.2
FLOOR COMPONENT DEFAULT VALUES
Component
Interior Air Film R-Value
Floor Covering R-Value
Floor Subfloor R-Value
Cavity Layer R-Values
Standard Reference Design
Insulation/Framing Fraction
Proposed Design Default
Insulation/Framing Fraction
Exterior Air Film R-Value

Default Value
0.92
1.23
0.94
Insulation: As Specified
Framing: R-1.25 per inch of wood
Insulation: 92%

Framing: 8%

Insulation: 90%

Framing: 10%
0.92

R402.1.6.3 Wood frame ceilings. The type of construction (Satisfactory, Intermediate
or Advanced) for determination of default framing fractions in wood frame ceilings are
defined as follows:
Satisfactory Insulation and Framing Fractions:
Satisfactory ceiling insulation and framing assumes tapering of insulation depth
around the perimeter with resultant decrease in thermal resistance. An increased Rvalue is assumed in the center of the ceiling due to the effect of piling leftover
insulation.
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Framing: 11%
Insulated cavity: 89%
Intermediate Insulation and Framing Fractions:
Intermediate ceiling insulation and framing assumes tapering of insulation depth
around the perimeter with resultant decrease in thermal resistance. An increased Rvalue is assumed in the center of the ceiling due to the effect of piling leftover
insulation.
Framing: 9%
Insulated cavity: 91%
Advanced Insulation and Framing Fractions:
Advanced ceiling insulation and framing assumes full and even depth of insulation
extending to the outside edge of exterior perimeter of the ceiling.
Framing: 7%
Insulated cavity: 93%
TABLE R402.1.6.3
CEILING COMPONENT DEFAULT VALUES
Component
Interior Air Film R-Value
Drywall Layer R-Value
Cavity Layer R-Values
Standard Reference Design
Insulation/Framing Fraction
Proposed Design Default
Insulation/Framing Fraction
Exterior Air Film R-Value

Default Value
0.61
0.45
Insulation: As Specified
Framing: R-1.25 per inch of wood
Insulation: 93%

Framing: 7%

Insulation: 91%

Framing: 9%
0.61

Section R402.6 of the IECC is added to read as follows:
R402.6 Moisture control. (Mandatory). The building design shall not create conditions of
accelerated deterioration from moisture condensation. Above-grade frame walls, floors and
ceilings not ventilated to allow moisture to escape shall be provided with an approved vapor
retarder. The vapor retarder shall be installed on the warm-in-winter side of the thermal
insulation.
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Exceptions:
1. In construction where moisture or its freezing will not damage the materials.
2. Frame walls, floors and ceilings in jurisdictions in Zone 4. (Crawl space floor
vapor retarders are not exempted.)
3. Where other approved means to avoid condensation are provided.
Secs. 5-163 – 5-170. Reserved.
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SECTION 9. That Article IX, “Gas Code”, is hereby amended to read as follows:

ARTICLE IX. GAS CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 5-171. Definitions.
Except as specifically set forth below and in Section 5-68, terms as used in this Article shall have the
same definitions as the International Code Council (ICC) International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018
Edition, and National Fire Protection Association 51, 54, and 58.
Administrative authority means the City Manager and the City Manager's designees and duly
authorized agents.
Approved means accepted or acceptable under an applicable specification stated or cited in this
Article and/or the ICC International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018 Edition, or accepted as suitable
for the proposed use under procedures and powers of the administrative authority. Oral approval
by the administrative authority or his duly authorized agents shall constitute full and complete
approval irrespective of the ICC International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018 Edition for written
approval, except under circumstances where the master plumber or master gasfitter specifically
request the same be in writing.
Gas company means the utility company supplying gas.
Gas fitting means the work, beginning at the outlet of a meter, of putting together and installing
piping systems which are to contain gas, including fixtures, attachments, and appurtenances; and
the maintenance, repair and alteration of the systems, fixtures and appliances.
Sec. 5-172. Scope.
The provisions of this article apply to gas fitting from the outlet of a meter up to and including
all appliances and their appurtenances.
Secs. 5-173 – 5-180. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-181. Permits for gas fitting--Required, application.
(a) No person shall do, or cause to be done, any gas fitting, except as hereinafter otherwise
provided, without first obtaining a permit therefor from the administrative authority. Such
permit shall be issued to a licensed plumber or licensed gasfitter except as provided
elsewhere in this article.
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(b) Application for a permit shall be made in such form as the administrative authority shall
prescribe and shall be accompanied by such plans, specifications, or other information as the
administrative authority shall require to assure compliance with this article.
(c) No permit shall be required for adjustments to appliances, replacement of parts and repairing
of leaks or of work performed by the gas company on any of its facilities, but such work shall
be done only by a person permitted by section 5-203 to do gas fittings, and shall be done in
accordance with this article.
Sec. 5-182. Same--Fees.
Fees for permits for gas fitting shall be as established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Sec. 5-183. Emergency repairs.
When observation by a person permitted by section 5-203 to do gas fitting discloses the necessity
to correct leakage of any portion of the gas company's distribution system within the premises up
to and including the meter, such person may make necessary temporary repairs without a permit,
but must notify the gas company and the administrative authority immediately upon the
completion of such temporary repairs.
Sec. 5-184. Unsafe conditions.
Upon written notice to the owner, or user, by the administrative authority, unsafe gas
installations or any parts thereof shall be placed in a safe condition or use be discontinued within
the time specified in such notice.
Sec. 5-185. Inspection, testing and approval--Generally.
(a) No gas piping system, including fixtures, appliances, attachments and appurtenances, which
is hereafter installed, altered, or repaired in such manner that a permit is required therefor by this
division, shall be put in service until it has been found acceptable by the administrative authority.
Such system shall not be found acceptable by the administrative authority until it is tested in
accordance with procedures established by the administrative authority to ensure that it is
gastight and that all controls, if any, operate properly under normal conditions and unless
inspection shows that it complies with all pertinent provisions of this article and any other
applicable law, ordinance or regulation.
(b) The equipment, material and labor necessary for an inspection or test shall be furnished by
the person by whom the inspection is requested.
Sec. 5-186. Same--Notice to City.
Where gas fitting is ready for inspection, the person who did such gas fitting or caused it to be done
shall request an inspection by the Division of Inspection Services, following the procedure set by the
Division for requesting and scheduling inspections.

Attachment 17.i: Ordinance-Chapter 5 proposed revisions (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building

Ordinance No. _____

Packet Pg. 275

17.i

Sec. 5-187. Same--Fee for additional inspection.
Where an additional inspection under this division is made necessary by failure to complete or
properly perform the work inspected, or by failure of work tested to withstand tests, such
additional inspection shall not be made until the person requesting such inspection shall pay to
the administrative authority the fee established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Secs. 5-187 – 5-195. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. TECHNICAL STANDARDS
Sec. 5-196. International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018 Edition, and National Fire Protection
Association Codes, 51, 54, and 58, --Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018 Edition, and
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Codes NFPA 51, NFPA 54, and NFPA 58, as
modified herein, is hereby adopted as the fuel gas code for the City. Additionally, elevated
pressure gas systems (two (2) PSIG and above) shall be installed in accordance with the
guidelines for Copper Tubing Natural Gas Systems, published by the Washington Gas Light
Company. One (1) copy of such publication as adopted shall be housed by the Inspection
Services Division and made available for inspection by the public during regular office hours.
Any amendment or change in such publication promulgated by the International Code Council
shall not become a part of this article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances
and codes of the City shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of
such ordinances and codes at the time of such application and interpretation.
Sec. 5-197 Same-Amendments
The ICC International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018 Edition (IFGC), is amended in the following
respects:
Section 101.1of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Fuel Gas Code of the City of
Rockville, hereinafter referred to as “this code”.
Section 101.2 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
101.2 Scope. This code shall apply to the installation of fuel-gas piping systems, fuel-gas
utilization equipment, gaseous hydrogen systems and related accessories in accordance with
Sections 101.2.1 through 101.2.5, NFPA 51, NFPA 54 and NFPA 58.
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Exceptions: Detached one-and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family
structures (townhouses) not more than three stories high with separate means of egress
and their accessory structures shall comply with the International Residential Code.
Section 102.8.1 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
102.8.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes
and standards, the provisions of the most restrictive code shall apply.
Section 106.1.1 and 106.1.2 of the IFGC are deleted
Section 106.2 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows;
106.2 Permits not required. Permits shall not be required for the following:
1. Portable heating, cooking or clothes drying appliances.
2. Replacement of any minor component of an appliance or equipment that does not alter
approval of such appliance or equipment or make such appliance or equipment unsafe.
3. Portable-fuel-cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are not
interconnected to a power grid.
Exemption from the permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant
authorization for work to be done in violation of the provisions of this code or of other
laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.
Section 106.3.2 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
106.3.2 Time limitation of application. An application for a permit for any proposed work shall
be deemed to have been abandoned 180 days after the date of filing, unless such application has
been pursued in good faith or a permit has been issued; except that the code official shall have
the authority to grant one or more extensions, not to exceed 3 extensions, of time for additional
periods not exceeding 180 days each. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable
cause shall be demonstrated.

Section 106.5.3 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
106.5.3 Expiration. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work on the site
authorized by such permit is commenced within six (6) months (180 days) after its issuance, or if
the work authorized by such permit does not continue to progress or is abandoned for a period of
six (6) months (180 days) after the last approved/valid inspection. Before such work
recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees, per the City’s Fee
Schedule shall be paid. The last approved/valid inspection shall be an inspection that has been
passed. A failed inspection will not count as an approved/valid inspection.
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Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees,
per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid. The fees shall be one-half the amount required for a
new permit for such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original
construction documents for such work.
Section 106.5.4 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
106.5.4 Extensions. The code official can extend the time for action by the permittee if there is
reasonable cause. A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to apply for an
extension, in writing, for time to complete such work. The extension shall be requested for a
justifiable cause.
Section 106.6.2 of the IFGC is amended as follows:
106.6.2 Fee Schedule: The fees for fuel gas work shall be as established by resolution of the
Mayor and Council.
Section 106.6.3 of the IFGC is deleted.
Section 107.2.1.1 is added to the IFGC to read as follows:
107.2.1.1 Soap Test Inspection. If the gas line is less than ten feet (10’) in length and has less
than four (4) bends or fittings, testing of the joints with soap will be permitted.
Section 109 of the IFGC is amended to read as follows:
109.1 Board of Adjustments and Appeals. Appeals of administrative interpretations or
decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with Chapter 5, Article
I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.

Section 411.1.4.1 is added to the IFGC to read as follows:
411.1.4.1 Movable appliances with chains. Appliances shall be chained in place to limit
movement to within six inches of the length of the flexible connector.
Section 412.1 of the IFGC is amended as follows:
412.1 General. Motor fuel-dispensing facilities for LP-gas fuel shall be in accordance with this
section NFPA 58, NFPA 54, the International Fire Code NFPA 51 and NFPA 58, shall regulate
the operation of LP-gas motor fuel-dispensing facilities.
Secs. 5-198 – 5-200. Reserved.
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DIVISION 4. MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 5-201. Reserved.

Sec. 5-202. Work done by gas company.
Only duly authorized representatives of the gas company shall install, repair or open a gas main,
service pipe or service extension; or set, remove or change the location of a gas meter, or do any
work on any part of its distribution system up to and including the meter, except as provided in
sections 5-183 and 5-185.
Sec. 5-203. License required; gasfitting work by unqualified person declared misdemeanor.
(a) No person shall engage in the business of gasfitting in the City unless licensed as a master
plumber or gasfitter under the provisions of this division or employed as a qualified mechanic of
the gas company.
(b) No person shall engage in the business of gasfitting unless the work performed in the course
of such business is under the direct supervision of a licensed master plumber or licensed
gasfitter.
(c) Any person who shall perform any gasfitting work within the City which is not by or under
the supervision of a licensee as provided in this section or otherwise qualified pursuant to section
5-241 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
Sec. 5-204. Qualifications; examinations.
(a) The administrative authority shall establish standards and procedures for the qualifications,
and licensing of gasfitters. The administrative authority shall issue an appropriate license to each
person who meets the qualifications thereof. The administrative authority shall keep an official
record of all licenses issued.
(b) The administrative authority shall issue a gasfitter's license when an applicant presents a
valid license issued by the State of Maryland Plumbing License Board, or a valid gasfitter's
license issued by the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.
(c) No license shall be granted to any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years.
(d) The examination fee shall be as set by the agency approved by the administrative authority to
give the examination.
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Sec. 5-205. Fee.
A license shall be issued under this division to qualified applicants only upon payment of a fee in
the amount established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Sec. 5-206. Term.
Licenses required by this division shall expire at the end of even-numbered calendar years.
Sec. 5-207. Bond.
A person who has been issued a gasfitter's license shall execute and deposit with the
administrative authority a bond in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), or certificate of
insurance with a minimum of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) personal injury
coverage and one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) property damage coverage. Such bond
shall be conditioned that all gasfitting work performed by the licensee or under his supervision
shall be performed in accordance with this article and that he will pay all fines and penalties
properly imposed upon him for violation of the provisions of this article. A gasfitter's license
shall not be valid unless a bond is executed and deposited as herein provided or specified
insurance certificate presented. Individuals who hold a valid Maryland State Master Plumber's
license are exempt from bond or insurance requirements.
Sec. 5-208. Use of licensee's name by another; change of address. etc.
No person who has obtained a gasfitter's license shall allow his name to be used by another
person either for the purpose of obtaining permits, or for doing business or work under the
license. Every person licensed shall notify the administrative authority of the address of his place
of business, if any, and the name under which such business is carried on and shall give
immediate notice to the administrative authority of any change in either.
Secs. 5-209 – 5-215. Reserved.
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SECTION 10. That Article X, “Mechanical Code”, is hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE X. MECHANICAL CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 5-216. Scope.
This article shall govern the design and installation of mechanical systems, including heating
systems, process piping, boilers and pressure vessels, appliances utilizing gas, liquid or solid
fuel, chimneys and vents, mechanical refrigeration systems, fireplaces, barbecues, incinerators,
crematories, fire protection systems, and air pollution control systems.
Secs. 5-217 – 5-220. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-221. International Mechanical Code--Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Mechanical Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as
modified herein, is hereby adopted as the mechanical code for the City. One (1) copy of such
publication as adopted shall be housed by the Inspection Services Division and made available
for inspection by the public during regular office hours. Any amendment or change in such
publication hereafter promulgated by the International Code Council shall not become a part of
this article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances and codes of the City shall
be interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of such ordinances and codes
at the time of such application and interpretation.
Sec. 5-222. Same--Amendments.
The ICC International Mechanical Code, 2015 2018 Edition (IMC), is amended in the following
respects:
Section 101.1 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Mechanical Code of the City of Rockville ,
hereinafter referred to as “this code”.
Section 102.8.1 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
102.8.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes
and standards, the provisions of the most restrictive code shall apply.
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Section 106.1 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
106.1 When required. An owner, authorized agent or contractor who desires to erect, install,
enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace a mechanical system, the installation of which is
regulated by this code, or to cause such work to be done, shall first make application to the code
official and obtain the required permit for the work. Such permit shall be issued to an HVACR
contractor, licensed by the State of Maryland for the type of work covered under the permit.
Exception: Where equipment and appliance replacements or repairs must be performed
in an emergency, the permit application shall be submitted within the next working
business day of the department of mechanical inspection.
Sections 106.1.1 and 106.1.2 of the IMC are deleted in their entirety.
Section 106.2 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
106.2 Permits not required. Permits shall not be required for the following:
1.Portable heating appliances connected to fixed tanks up to 500 gallons;
2.Portable ventilation appliances and equipment;
3.Portable cooling units;
4.Steam, hot water or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment or
appliances regulated by this code;
5.The replacement of any minor part that does not alter the approval of equipment or an
appliance or make such equipment or appliance unsafe; and
6.Portable evaporative coolers.
Exemption: from the permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant
authorization for work to be done in violation of the provisions of this code or other laws
or ordinances of this jurisdiction.
Sections 106.4.3 and 106.4.4. of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
106.4.3 Expiration.
Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work on the site authorized by such permit is
commenced within six (6) months (180 days) after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such
permit does not continue to progress or is abandoned for a period of six (6) months (180 days)
after the last approved/valid inspection. Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be
first obtained, and the appropriate fees, per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid. The last
approved/valid inspection shall be an inspection that has been passed. A failed inspection will
not count as an approved/valid inspection.
Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees,
per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid. The fees shall be one-half the amount required for a
new permit for such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original
construction documents for such work.
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Section 106.4.4 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
106.4.4 Extensions. The code official can extend the time for action by the permittee if there is
reasonable cause. A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to apply for an
extension, in writing, for time to complete such work. The extension shall be requested for a
justifiable cause.
Sections 106.5.1 and 106.5.2 of the IMC are amended to read as follows:
106.5.1 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences work on a
mechanical system, except as provided for in Section 106.1, before obtaining the necessary
permits shall be subject to, an investigation fee as set forth by resolution, and 100 percent of the
usual permit fee.
106.5.2 Fee Schedule. The fees for mechanical work shall be as established by resolution of the
Mayor and Council.
Section 106.5.3 of the IMC is deleted in its entirety.
Sections 108.4 and 108.5 of the IMC are amended to read as follows:
108.4 Violation penalties. Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to
comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair mechanical
work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the code official, or of a
permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a municipal
infraction Each day that a violation continues after notice has been served shall be deemed a
separate offense.
108.5 Stop work orders. Upon notice from the code official that mechanical work is being done
contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, such work shall
immediately cease. Such notice shall be verbal or in writing and shall be given to the owner of
the property, or to the owner’s agent, or to the person doing the work. The notice shall state the
conditions under which work is authorized to resume. Where an emergency exists, the code
official shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work. Any person who
shall continue any work on the system after having been served with a stop work order, except
such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall
be liable for a fine as established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Section 109 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
109.1 Board of Adjustments and Appeals. Appeals of administrative interpretations or
decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with Chapter 5, Article
I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.
Section 303.3 of the IMC is amended by adding No. 6 and No. 7 to read as follows:
6. Under stairs.
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7. Garages, repair garages or similar spaces.
Section 506.1 of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
506.1 General. Commercial kitchen hood ventilation ducts and exhaust equipment shall comply
with the requirements of this section and the requirements of the 2011 2014 NFPA 96.
Commercial kitchen grease ducts shall be designed for the type of cooking appliance and hood
served.
506.1.1 Placards for Kitchen Exhaust Extinguishing Systems. Placards installed for the
operating instructions of kitchen exhaust hood-extinguishing systems shall have bilingual
language provided. The main language shall be English with a secondary language representative
of the work force of the restaurant.
Section 507.2.1of the IMC is amended to read as follows:
507.2.1 Type I hoods. Type I hoods shall be installed where cooking appliances produce grease
or smoke, such as occurs with griddles, fryers, broilers, ovens, ranges and wok ranges.
Installation and maintenance of commercial kitchen Type I hoods shall be governed by this code
and the 2011 2014 NFPA-96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of
Commercial Operations, 2011 2014 Edition.
Exceptions: Shall remain per the code.
Section 603.18.3 of the IMC is added to the IMC to read as follows:
603.18.3 Diffusers in suspended ceilings. Diffusers in suspended ceilings shall be adequately
supported independent of the ceiling assembly and tied at opposite ends to the building structure
with #12 wire or equivalent.
Secs. 5-223—5-230. -Reserved.
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SECTION 11. That Article XI, “Plumbing Code”, is hereby amended as follows:
ARTICLE XI. PLUMBING CODE
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 5-231. Definitions.
Except as set forth below and in Section 5-68, the terms used in this article shall have the same
definitions as in the International Code Council (ICC) International Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition.
Approved means accepted or acceptable under an applicable specification stated or cited in this
code and/or the ICC International Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as issued by the
International Code Council, Inc., or accepted as suitable for the proposed use under the procedures
and powers of the administrative authority. Oral approval by the administrative authority or his
duly authorized agents shall constitute full and complete approval irrespective of the requirements
of the ICC International Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition, for written approval except those
circumstances wherein the master plumber shall specifically request the same in writing.
Existing work means a plumbing system or any part thereof, which has been lawfully installed
prior to the adoption of this ordinance.
Plumbing official means the Chief of the Division of Inspection Services.
Sec. 5-232. Scope.
The provisions of this article shall apply to and govern plumbing as defined in this article including
the practice, materials, and fixtures used in the installation, maintenance, extension, and alteration
of all piping, fixtures, appliances, and appurtenances in connection with any of the following:
Sanitary drainage or storm drainage facilities, the venting system, and the public or private water
supply systems, within or adjacent to any building or other structure, or conveyance, also the
practice and material used in the installation, maintenance, extension, or alteration of the storm
water or sewage system of any premises to their connection with any point of public disposal or
other terminal.
Secs. 5-233 – 5-240. Reserved.
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DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-241. Plumbing permit.
(a) No plumbing work shall be undertaken prior to the issuance of a permit therefor by the
administrative authority. Such permit shall be issued to a licensed master plumber, except as
provided otherwise in this article. Repairs involving only the working parts of a faucet or valve,
clearance of stoppages, repairing of leaks, or replacement of defective faucets or valves may be
made without a permit provided no changes are made in the piping to the fixtures.
(b) Any permit required by this section may be issued to any person to do any work regulated by
this article in a single-family dwelling used exclusively for living purpose, including the usual
accessory buildings and quarters in connection with such building, provided the person is the
bona fide owner of such dwelling and that the same will be occupied by the owner and that the
owner shall personally purchase all material and perform all labor in connection therewith.
(c) Application for a permit shall be made on suitable form provided by the administrative
authority. The application shall be accompanied by the payment of fees in the amount established
by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
(d) No permit shall be issued until plans and specifications showing the proposed work in
necessary detail have been submitted to the administrative authority and it has been determined
from examination of such plans and specifications that they give assurance that the work will be
conformed to the provisions of this article. If a permit is denied, the applicant may submit revised
plans and specifications without payment of additional fees.
(e) If, in the course of the work it is found necessary to make any change from the plans and
specifications on which a permit has been issued, amended plans and specifications shall be
submitted and a supplement permit, subject to the same conditions applicable to the original
application for permit, shall be issued to cover the change. Any additional permit fees for the
change in work must be paid prior to permit issuance.
Sec. 5-242. Certificates of approval.
Certificates of approval issued upon the satisfactory completion and testing of a plumbing
system(s) shall be in writing.
Sec. 5-243. Inspections and tests.
(a) It shall be the duty of the administrative authority to make the inspections and tests required by
this article. The master plumber or his representative shall request inspections and tests following
the Division's established procedure for inspection scheduling.
(b) Nothing in this article shall be construed to require actual testing of facilities when in the
judgment of the administrative authority such testing is unnecessary. No testing deemed
necessary by the administrative authority shall be prohibited. In the case of discretionary action
in determinations of the administrative authority under the provisions of this article, the relevant
facts shall be considered, and determinations made in the exercise of reasonable discretion and
all such determinations shall be final in the absence of abuse of discretion.
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(c) Where an additional inspection under this division is made necessary by failure to complete or
properly perform the work inspected, or by failure of work tested to withstand tests, such
additional inspection shall not be made until the person requesting such inspection shall pay to
the administrative authority the fee established by the resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Sec. 5-244. Rules for protection of water supply system authorized.
The administrative authority shall make such rules and regulations in furtherance of the purposes
of this article and not inconsistent with the provisions of this administrative authority, for the
installation, repair or alteration of air conditioning systems, water treatment equipment, and
water-operated devices as may be deemed necessary to properly protect the water supply
system.

Secs. 5-245 – 5-250. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. TECHNICAL STANDARDS
Sec. 5-251. International Plumbing Code--Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as modified
herein, is hereby adopted as the plumbing code for the City. One (1) copy of such publication, as adopted
shall be housed by the Inspection Services Division and made available for inspection by the public during
regular office hours. Any amendment or change in such publication promulgated by the International Code
Council shall not become a part of this article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances
and codes of the City shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of such
ordinances and codes at the time of such application and interpretation.
Sec. 5-252. Same--Amendments.
The ICC International Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition (IPC), is amended in the following
respects:
Section 101.1 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Plumbing Code of the City of Rockville,
hereinafter referred to as “this code”.
Section 103.1 of the IPC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 106.1.1 and 106.1.2 of the IPC are deleted.
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Section 106.2 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
106.2 Exempt work. The following work shall be exempt from the requirement for a permit:
1. The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe provided, however, that
if any concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it
becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall be
considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as provided
in this code.
2. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures, and the
removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided that such repairs do not involve or
require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
Exemption from the permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant
authorization for any work to be done in violation of the provisions of this code or any
other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.
Section 106.3 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
106.3 Application for permit. Each application for a permit, with the required fee, shall be filed
with the code official on a form furnished for that purpose and shall contain a general description
of the proposed work. The application shall be signed by the City licensed Master Plumber or if
residential work that the International Residential Code allows the homeowner to do, the
homeowner can sign the application.
Section 106.3.1.1 is added to the IPC to read as follows:
106.3.1.1 Water Meter Sizing. The code official shall determine meter size, type, and metering
schemes for all properties within the lot line. In general, water meters shall be right-sized based
on plumbing hydraulic load, in accordance with IPC Section 604 and Appendix E. Oversized
meters shall be prohibited, unless authorized by the Director of Public Works.

Section 106.5.1 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
106.5.1 Reviewed construction documents. When the code official issues the permit where
construction documents are required, the construction documents shall be endorsed in writing and
stamped “REVIEWED.” Such reviewed construction documents shall not be changed, modified
or altered without authorization from the code official. All work shall be done in accordance with
the reviewed construction documents.
Sections 106.5.3 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
106.5.3 Expiration.
Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work on the site authorized by such permit is
commenced within six (6) months (180 days) after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such
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permit does not continue to progress or is abandoned for a period of six (6) months (180 days)
after the last approved/valid inspection. Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be
first obtained, and the appropriate fees, per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid. The last
approved/valid inspection shall be an inspection that has been passed. A failed inspection will
not count as an approved/valid inspection.
Before such work recommences, a new permit shall be first obtained, and the appropriate fees,
per the City’s Fee Schedule shall be paid. The fees shall be one-half the amount required for a
new permit for such work, provided no changes have been made or will be made in the original
construction documents for such work.
Exception: Water and Sewer Contribution fees will not need to be repaid.
Section 106.5.4 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
106.5.4 Extensions. The code official can extend the time for action by the permittee if there is
reasonable cause. A permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to apply for an
extension, in writing, for time to complete such work. The extension shall be requested for a
justifiable cause.
Sections 106.6, 106.6.1 and 106.6.2 of the IPC is are amended to read as follows:
106.6 Fees. A permit shall not be issued until the fees prescribed in Section 106.6.2 have been
paid.
106.6.1 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on
a plumbing system before obtaining the necessary permits shall be subject to 100 percent of the
usual permit fee in addition to the investigation fees established by resolution of the Mayor and
Council.
106.6.2 Fee schedule. The fees for all plumbing work shall be established by resolution of the
Mayor and Council.
106.6.3 Fee refunds. The code official shall authorize the refunding of the full amount of any
fee paid hereunder that was erroneously paid or collected.
Sections 107.2.4, 107.2.5.1, and 107.2.5.2 of the IPC are deleted.
Section 108.4 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
108.4 Violation penalties. Any persons who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to
comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair plumbing
work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the code official, or of a
permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a municipal
infraction. Each day that a violation continues after notice has been served shall be deemed a
separate offense.
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Section 109 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
109.1 Board of Adjustments and Appeals. Appeals of administrative interpretations or
decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with Chapter 5, Article
I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.

Section 202 of the IPC is amended by deleting the definition "Individual sewage disposal
system”, and adding the following:
LOW LEAD CONTENT. Low lead content means:
(1) Containing not more than 0.2% lead for solder and flux;
(2) Containing not more than 8% lead by dry weight for pipes and pipe fittings;
(3) Containing a percentage of lead for plumbing fittings and fixtures that is in
compliance with standards established under Section 1417 of the federal Safe Drinking
Water Act (42 USC Section 300g-6); and
(4) Containing not more than a weighted average lead content of 0.25% for the wetted
surfaces of a pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing fitting, or fixture intended to dispense water for
human consumption through drinking or cooking; or
(5) Meeting NSF standards 372 and 61-Annex G.
Sections 305.4 and 305.4.1 of the IPC are amended to read as follows:
305.4 Freezing. Water, soil and waste pipes shall not be installed outside of a building, in attics
or crawl spaces, concealed in outside walls, or in any other place subjected to freezing
temperature unless adequate provision is made to protect such pipes from freezing by insulation
or heat or both. Exterior water supply system piping shall be installed two (2) feet, six (6) inches
below grade.
305.4.1 Sewer depth. Building sewers shall be a minimum of two (2) feet two (2) inches (2' 2")
below grade.
Section 312.11 is added to the IPC to read as follows:
312.11 Grease and Oil Interceptors. All establishments, which are required to have grease or oil
interceptors, must maintain a log indicating frequency of waste retrieval by an appropriate
contractor. The log and a copy of the waste removal contract must be available at all times for
inspection by the administrative authority. A certified waste removal/pumping contractor must
perform the pumping and scraping of a vault that is 300 or more gallons in size.
Sections 404.1 and 404.2 of the IPC is are amended to read as follows:
404.1 Where required. Accessible plumbing facilities and fixtures shall be provided in
accordance with the State of Maryland’s Accessibility Code (COMAR 05.02.02 09.12.53)
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404.2 Accessible fixture requirements. Accessible plumbing fixtures shall be installed with the
clearances, heights, spacing and arrangements in accordance with the State of Maryland’s
Accessibility Code (COMAR 05.02.02 09.12.53)
Section 412.2.1 413.2.1 is added to the IPC to read as follows:
412.2.1 413.2.1 Grease interceptor required. Floor drains located within a ten (10) foot diameter
of grease producing equipment shall discharge through a grease interceptor.
Exception: Floor drains located inside walk in coolers.
Section 412.5 413.5 is added to the IPC to read as follows:
Section 412.5 413.5 Fire Pump Room Floor Drains. Each fire pump room shall be provided with
a minimum of two floor drains located near the fire pump. Each floor drain shall have a minimum
of 4 inch diameter opening. One floor drain shall be dedicated to the main floor drain from the
pump discharge piping and the second floor drain opening shall serve the accessory drain piping
from the fire pump.
Section 501.4.1 is added to the IPC to read as follows:
501.4.1 Prohibited location. Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be installed in a sleeping room,
bathroom, under stairs, or in a closet accessed through a sleeping room or bathroom.
Exception: A sealed combustion chamber or direct vent water heater may be installed in
those locations.
Section 603.1 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
603.1 Size of water service yard line pipe. The water service yard line pipe shall be sized to
supply water to the structure in the quantities and at the pressure required by this code. The
minimum diameter of water service yard line pipe shall be one (1) inch.
Exception: Repairs can be done in the existing pipe size as long as water service yard line pipe
is not completely replaced.
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Table 604.4 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
TABLE 604.4
MAXIMUM FLOW RATES AND CONSUMPTION FOR
PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FIXTURE FITTINGS
PLUMBING FIXTURE

MAXIMUM FLOW RATE

OR FIXTURE FITTING

OR QUANTITYb

Lavatory, private

1.5 gpm at 60psi

Lavatory, public, (metering)

0.25 gallon per metering cycle

Lavatory, public

0.5 gpm at 60 psi

(other than metering)
Shower heada

2.0 gpm at 80psi

Sink faucet

1.5 gpm at 60 psi

Urinal

0.5 gallon per flushing cycle

Water closet (tank type)c

1.28 gallons per flushing cycle

Water closet (flushometer)

1.6 gallons per flushing cycle

For SI: 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/m,
1 pound per square inch = 6.895 kPa
a.
A hand-held shower spray is a shower head.
b.
Consumption tolerances shall be determined from referenced standards.
c.
Dual Flush Toilets - The effective flush volume shall not exceed 1.28 gallons (4.8 liters). The effective
flush volume is defined as the composite, average flush volume of two reduced flushes and one full flush. Flush
volumes will be tested in accordance with ASME A112.19.2 and ASME A112.19.14.

Section 605.3 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
605.3 Water service pipe. Water service pipe shall conform to NSF61 and the requirements of
section 5-253(6) of the Rockville City Code. All water service pipe installed underground and
outside of the structure, shall have a minimum working pressure rating of 160 psi (1100 kPa) at
73.4o F (23o C). Where the water pressure exceeds 160 psi (1100 kPa), piping material shall have
a minimum rated working pressure equal to the highest available pressure. All ductile iron water
pipe shall be cement mortar lined in accordance with AWWA C104/A21.4.

Attachment 17.i: Ordinance-Chapter 5 proposed revisions (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building

-89-

Ordinance No. _____

Packet Pg. 292

17.i

-90-

Section 606.2 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
606.2 Location of shutoff valves. Shutoff valves shall be installed in the following locations:
1. On the fixture supply to each plumbing fixture.
2. On the water supply pipe to each sillcock.
3. On the water supply pipe to each appliance or mechanical equipment.
Section 607.3 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
607.3 Thermal expansion control. Where a storage water heater is supplied with cold water that
passes through a check valve, pressure reducing valve or backflow preventer, a thermal
expansion control device shall be connected to the water heater cold water supply pipe at a point
that is downstream of all check valves, pressure reducing valves and backflow preventers.
Thermal expansion tanks shall be sized in accordance with the tank manufacturer’s instructions
and shall be sized such that the pressure in the water distribution system shall not exceed that
required by Section 604.8. If the existing water heater is not equipped with an expansion tank,
one must be added at the time of replacement.
Section 608.16.4 608.17.4 of the IPC is amended by deleting Exception No. 1.
Section 701.9.1 701.8 is added to the IPC to read as follows:
701.9.1 701.8 Marking of grease interceptor lines. No plumbing fixtures shall be connected to
a dedicated plumbing line routed to the grease interceptor. These lines shall be labeled "Grease
Line" in a minimum two inch (2") high letters spaced a minimum of four feet (4') apart.
Section 708.2 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
708.2 Cleanout plugs. Cleanout plugs shall be of brass, and shall have countersunk square heads.
Cleanout plugs with borosilicate glass systems shall be of borosilicate glass.
Section 714.1 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
714.1 Sewage backflow. Where plumbing fixtures are installed on a floor and adding a new
bathroom fixtures or bathroom group to a residential basement with a finished floor elevation
below the elevation of the manhole cover of the next upstream manhole in the public sewer, such
fixtures shall be protected by a backwater valve installed in the building drain, or horizontal
branch serving such fixtures. Plumbing fixtures installed on a floor with a finished floor
elevation above the elevation of the manhole cover of the next upstream manhole in the public
sewer shall not discharge through a backwater valve.
Exception: In existing buildings, fixtures above the elevation of the manhole cover of the
next upstream manhole in the public sewer shall not be prohibited from discharging
through a backwater valve.
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Section 802.2 802.3 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
802.2 802.3 Installation. Indirect waste piping shall not be less than one (1) inch in diameter.
All indirect waste piping shall discharge through an air gap or air break into a waste receptor or
standpipe. Waste receptors and standpipes shall be trapped and vented and shall connect to the
building drainage system. All indirect waste piping that exceeds 2 feet (610 mm) in developed
length measured horizontally, or 4 feet (1219 mm) in total developed length, shall be trapped.
Exception: See chart 1003.a (a) Flow Rates for Various Drain Tail Piece Sizes, for
grease interceptors.
Section 918.2 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
918.2 Installation. The valves shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of this
section and the manufacturer’s instructions.
Section 918.3 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
918.3 Where permitted. Air admittance valves shall be prohibited in all uses other than as
allowed in ASSE 1050 and ASSE 1051
Section 918.4 of the IPC is deleted in its entirety
Section 918.8 of the IPC is amended to read as follows:
918.8 Prohibited installations. Air admittance valves shall not be installed in nonnaturalized
special waste systems as described in Chapter 8.
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Section 1003 is deleted in its entirety, and replaced to read as follows:
SECTION 1003
INTERCEPTORS AND SEPARATORS
1003.1 Grease Abatement Systems - General. Grease abatement systems shall be provided to
prevent the discharge of Fats, Oil, Grease (FOG), and other substances harmful or hazardous to
the building drainage system, the public sewer, the private sewage disposal system or the sewage
treatment plant or processes. This system shall be installed in accordance with the City’s Water
Quality Ordinance, Section 23.5-23 Food Service Establishments.
1003.1.1 Applicability. The regulations in this Section shall apply to establishments
where food is served to or provided for the public, with or without charge, including, but
not limited to restaurants, cafeterias, hotel kitchens, church kitchens, school kitchens,
hospital cafeterias, bars, or any other commercial operation that has the potential to
discharge grease laden wastewater; hereafter referred to as Food Service Establishments
(FSE).
1003.1.2 Definitions
1003.1.2.1 Grease Abatement System: Any grease interceptor, grease trap, grease
recovery device, or any treatment system designed to remove Fats, Oils and Grease
(FOG) from FSE wastewater, with two general subcategories as follows:
1003.1.2.2 Volume-Based Grease Interceptor: Grease interceptor design based on
volume and retention time with no specific requirement for upstream sink tail piece flow
restrictions or a flow control device. Sizing is based on the number of drainage fixture
units connected to the grease interceptor. Minimum size = 300 gallons. Typically installed outdoors and underground. Typically - cleaned by pumping contractors.
Sometimes - referred to as a gravity grease interceptor or outdoor grease interceptor.
1003.1.2.3 Flow-Based Grease Interceptor: Grease interceptor design based on flow
rate with a specific requirement for upstream sink tailpiece flow restriction (for indirectly
connected fixtures) and a flow control device. Solids screens or strainers with a
maximum screen size of 1/8” perforations must be provided to capture the solids
discharge from dish/pot washing sinks and floor sinks to avoid overloading the grease
interceptor with solids. Sizing is based on the reasonable maximum flow anticipated
from the fixtures connected to the grease interceptor based on the WSSC Tail Piece Flow
Rate Table (new) for indirect connections, and IPC Chapter 10/ASME A112.14.3 for
direct connections. Minimum size = 7 gallons per minute. Flow-based grease
interceptors shall conform to ASME A112.14.3 or ASME A112.14.4 at the calculated
flow rate. The following flow-based grease interceptors are differentiated based on
whether or not there are mechanical grease removal features:
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1003.1.2.3.1. Passive Flow Based Grease Interceptor: Grease interceptor design with
no mechanical grease removal features. Typically -installed indoors under a sink or
outdoors in-ground. Cleaned by the FSE or pumping contractors. Sometimes referred to
as a hydro-mechanical grease interceptor (when designed and installed with a flow
control device with air intake) or a grease trap (when designed and installed with a flow
control device without air intake).
1003.1.2.3.2. Mechanical Flow Based Grease Interceptor: Grease interceptor design
with mechanical grease removal features. Typically - installed indoors under a sink.
Cleaned and maintained by the FSE, contractors, or specialty maintenance contractors.
Sometimes - referred to as a grease removal (or recovery) device.
1003.2 Where Required.
1003.2.1 Grease abatement system required. A grease abatement system shall be
required to receive the drainage from fixtures and equipment with potential grease-laden
waste. Fixtures and equipment shall include, but not be limited to: pot sinks; pre-rinse
sinks; soup kettles or similar devices; fresh meat cutting and prepping; wok stations; floor
drains; floor sinks; automatic hood wash units; and dishwashers.
1003.2.2 Flow Based Grease Interceptors. Flow Based Grease Interceptors shall
receive waste only from fixtures and equipment that allow fats, oils or grease to be
discharged.
1003.2.3 Volume Based Grease Interceptors. Volume Based Grease Interceptors shall
receive the discharge of the entire kitchen and shall be sized accordingly.
Exception: Waste from sinks or fixtures with permitted food waste disposers
shall discharge directly to the sanitary drainage system.
1003.2.4 Responsibility. Property owners of commercial properties, or their official
designee(s), shall be responsible for the installation and maintenance of grease abatement
systems serving multiple Food Service Establishments that are located on a single parcel.
1003.3 Where Not Required - Conditional Variance (Existing FSEs Only).
1003.3.1 Conditional Variance. At the request of the FSE, the Code Official may grant a
conditional variance of the grease abatement system requirements if, in the judgment of
the Code Official, there is limited potential for FOG in the discharge when considering,
including but not limited to, the frequency of operation, the miscibility of the discharge,
the volume of flow and the potential for fats, oils and grease discharge based upon the
menu.
1003.3.1.2 Revocation. The conditional variance can be revoked due to an actual
blockage or sanitary sewer overflow attributed to the FSEs FOG discharge.
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1003.3.1.3 Additional requirements. This conditional variance applies to the
requirement to install a grease abatement system only. FSEs granted this variance may
still be subject to regular inspections.
1003.4 Prohibited Connections
1003.4.1 Human waste. Waste from bathrooms or similar fixtures conveying human
waste shall connect directly to the building sanitary drain and shall not connect through
any grease abatement system.
1003.4.2 Signage required. Where fixtures not generally subject to grease, such as fruit
and vegetable washing sinks, connect to the regular building drain, a permanent engraved
sign shall be posted at such sinks indicating their limited use. (Example: “VEGETABLE
WASHING ONLY” or “NO GREASE”).
1003.4.3 Food Waste Disposers. Food Waste Disposers shall not be installed on any
fixture that requires grease abatement.
1003.4.4 Pumps. All grease abatement systems shall receive only stabilized flow from
gravity-flow grease waste collection systems and shall not receive pressurized discharge
such as from sewage pumps or lift stations. Where pumping is required, grease must be
separated prior to the lift station.
1003.5 Flow Based Grease
1003.5.1 General
1003.5.1.1 Approval. The location, size and piping details shall require plan
approval prior to installation.
1003.5.1.2 Specifications. Flow-based grease interceptors shall conform to
ASME A112.14.3 and/or ASME A112.14.4 and shall be installed in accordance
with manufacturer's specifications.
1003.5.1.3 Flow-control device. The manufacturer required flow control device
shall be installed, sized to match the interceptors flow rate, and shall be readily
accessible for inspection, cleaning and maintenance. The flow-control device
shall be vented and terminate not less than 6 inches (152 mm) above the flood rim
level or be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
1003.5.1.4 Solids screening. Solids screens or strainers with a maximum of 1/8"
perforations shall be provided to capture the solids discharge from dish/pot
washing sinks and floor sinks to minimize the solids loading on flow-based grease
interceptors.
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1003.5.2 Location And Installation
1003.5.2.1 Location. Flow-based grease interceptors shall be installed below
grade, direct buried, where listed for such application or within a vault; or indoors
within a conditioned space; or in accordance with manufacturer’s requirements.
Mechanical flow-based interceptors shall not be installed in a vault.
1003.5.2.2 Access. Flow-based grease interceptors shall be readily accessible for
daily maintenance, servicing and inspection.
1003.5.2.3 Headroom. Headroom above flow-based grease interceptors as well
as solid sediment strainers shall be sufficient to fully open lid and easily remove
internal components.
1003.5.2.4 Flow control device. The flow control device shall be accessible for
maintenance.
1003.5.3 Sizing
1003.5.3.1 Directly Connected Fixtures. For sinks, fixtures and drains directly
connected to a flow-based grease interceptor (no requirement for an air gap),
flow-based grease interceptor sizing shall be determined pursuant to IPC
1003.3.4, and shall conform to ASME A112.14.3.
1003.5.3.2 Indirectly Connected Fixtures. For sinks, fixtures and drains
indirectly connected to a flow-based grease interceptor (air gap required), a
restricted flow tail piece is required and the flow-based grease interceptor shall be
sized utilizing Table 1003.a and Table 1003.b.
1003.5.3.3 Single indirectly connected fixture flow rate. For a single indirectly
connected fixture served by a flow-based grease interceptor, the full tail piece
flow rate from Table 1003.a shall be used.
1003.5.3.4 Multiple indirectly connected fixtures flow rates. For multiple
indirectly connected fixtures served by a single flow-based grease interceptor,
fixtures with the highest flow rates shall be considered first, with the full tail piece
flow rates for the two highest flow fixtures/drains, 1/2 of the tail piece flow rates
for the next two highest flowing fixture/drains, and 1/4 of the tail piece flow rates
for each subsequent fixtures/drains shall be used (see Table 1003.b below).
1003.5.3.5 Combination flow rates. Flow-based grease interceptors serving both
indirectly and directly connected sinks, fixtures and/or drains shall be sized based
on a proper combination of the methods listed above.

Attachment 17.i: Ordinance-Chapter 5 proposed revisions (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building

-95-

Ordinance No. _____

Packet Pg. 298

17.i

Table 1003.a
Flow Rates for Various Drain Tail Piece Sizes

a.

Tail Piece Diameter

Flow Rate

1/2”

7 gpm

a

3/4” a

12 gpm

1”

20 gpm

1-1/4”

30 gpm

1-1/2”

40 gpm

2”

65 gpm

If used the pipe cannot have any 90-degree fittings

Table 1003.b
Multiple Indirect Connection Flow Factor Table
Fixture/Drain #1

Full Tail Piece Flow Rate

Fixture/Drain #2

Full Tail Piece Flow Rate

Fixture/Drain #3

1/2 Tail Piece Flow Rate

Fixture/Drain #4

1/2 Tail Piece Flow Rate

All additional Fixtures/Drains

1/4 Tail Piece Flow Rate

Note: Each tub/basin of multi-compartment sinks shall be counted as individual fixtures.

1003.6 Volume Based Grease Interceptors
1003.6.1 General
1003.6.1.1 Volume-Based Grease interceptors. Volume-Based Grease
interceptors shall be designed and installed in accordance with current details per
Appendix F.
1003.6.1.2 Approval. The location, size and piping details shall require plan
approval prior to installation.
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1003.6.1.3 Specifications. Precast Concrete interceptors shall conform to the
structural requirements contained in ASTM 1613 Standard Specification for
Precast Concrete Interceptor Tanks
1003.6.2. Location
1003.6.2.1 In general. In general, volume-based grease interceptors shall be
located below grade outdoors or indoors; or above grade indoors where listed for
such applications and within a conditioned space.
1003.6.2.2 Access. Volume-based grease interceptors shall be readily accessible
for daily maintenance, servicing and inspection.
1003.6.2.3 Manholes and cleanouts. Manholes and cleanouts shall be readily
accessible for convenient inspection and maintenance.
1003.6.2.4 Kept clear of structures. No structures shall be placed directly upon
or over the interceptor.
1003.6.2.5 Indoor installation. Where an outdoor location is not possible or is
impractical, volume-based interceptors may be installed indoors within twenty
(20) feet of an accessible service entrance, unless otherwise approved.
1003.6.2.6 Depth. All volume based interceptors shall be installed at a maximum
depth of twelve (12) feet; measured from the bottom of the tank to the highest
manhole rim elevation. In addition, the maximum elevation difference between
the tank bottom and the pavement (where the hauler will be parked during
service), shall be twenty (20) feet.
1003.6.3 Sizing. The volume of the interceptor shall be determined by using table
1003.c. If the drainage fixture units (DFUs) are not known, the interceptor shall
be sized based on the maximum DFUs allowed for the pipe size connected to the
inlet of the interceptor.
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Table 1003.c
Volume-Based Grease Interceptor Sizing
(from 2006 Uniform Plumbing Code Table 10-3)
DFUs1

Interceptor Volume

8

500 gallons

21

750 gallons

35

1,000 gallons

90

1,250 gallons

172

1,500 gallons

216

2,000 gallons

307

2,500 gallons

342

3,000 gallons

428

4,000 gallons

576

5,000 gallons

720

7,500 gallons

2,112

10,000 gallons

2,640

15,000 gallons

Notes:
1. The maximum allowable DFUs plumbed to the kitchen drain lines that will be connected to the grease
interceptor.

1003.7 Scale trap seafood prep sinks. Seafood prep sinks shall discharge through a
local scale separator prior to entering any portion of the drainage system or grease
abatement system.
1003.8 Oil & Sand Separators Required
1003.8.1 General. All oil and sand interceptor details shall be approved in writing prior
to installation and shall meet industrial waste discharge limitations.
1003.8.2 Size. Oil and sand interceptor size shall be determined by application as
follows:
Small Interceptor - 64 cu. ft.
Large Interceptor - 216 cu. ft.
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1003.8.2.1 Engineered Sizing. Manufactured mechanical separators or separators
utilizing other means of abatement shall be submitted as an engineer's design. Plan
submittal shall include calculations, manufacturer's guidelines, and engineer's seal and
signature. This is subject to Code Official’s review and approval.
1003.8.3 Parking Garages. Parking garages not open to the outdoors and protected from
surface and storm water run-off may have inside floor and trough drains connected to the
sanitary sewer through an interceptor. Parking garages without wash down facilities may
be served by a small interceptor; those with wash down facilities shall be served by a
large interceptor.
1003.8.4 Vehicle Washing Establishments. All vehicle washing facilities shall have
required drains connected to the sanitary drainage system through a large interceptor.
1003.8.5 Vehicle Service Stations. Vehicle service stations, maintenance, and service
garages, etc., shall have all required inside floor and trough drains connected to the
sanitary drainage system through an interceptor.
a. Up to four (4) bays may be served by a small interceptor. Up to sixteen (16)
bays may be served by a large interceptor.
b. No more than one (1) business shall be served by an interceptor.
c. Facilities providing vehicle lubrication service shall be supplemented by a
manufactured oil separator with a used oil holding tank.
1003.9 Laundries. Laundry facilities not installed within an individual dwelling unit or
intended for individual family use shall be equipped with an interceptor with a wire
basket or similar device, removable for cleaning, that prevents passage into the drainage
system of solids 0.5 in (12.7 mm) or larger in size, string, rags, buttons or other materials
detrimental to the public sewage system.
1003.10 Bottling Establishments. Bottling plants shall discharge process wastes into an
interceptor that will provide for the separation of broken glass or other solids before
discharging waste into the drainage sanitary sewer system.
1003.11 Venting of interceptors and separators. Interceptors and separators shall be
designed so as not to become air bound where tight covers are utilized. Each interceptor
or separator shall be vented where subject to a loss of trap seal.
1003.12 Access and maintenance of interceptors and separators. Access shall be
provided to each interceptor and separator for service and maintenance. Interceptors and
separators shall be maintained by periodic removal of accumulated grease, scum, oil, or
other floating substances and solids deposited in the interceptor or separator.
Appendix E Sizing of Water Piping System of the IPC is to be adopted in its entirety.
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Appendix F is added to the IPC to incorporate The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC)
Manual of Standards.
Appendix G is added to the IPC to incorporate The City of Rockville standards for Identifications of
Storm and Sanitary Discharge Lines

Sec. 5-253. Same--Exceptions and supplemental standards.
The following apply to all installations, repairs, and alterations of plumbing and subject to the
provisions of this article, anything to the contrary contained in the ICC International Plumbing
Code, 2015 2018 Edition or the International Residential Code, 2015 2018 Edition,
notwithstanding. It is the intent of the City to provide supplemental regulations and exceptions to
the ICC International Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition, and the International Residential Code,
2015 2018 Edition.
(1) Fittings. No changes in direction in drainage piping shall be made by the use of short
sweep bends without specific approval of the administrative authority having been first
had and obtained;
(2) Depth of building sewer and water service (outside of buildings). Sewers and water
servicing pipe shall be installed below the recorded frost penetration, but in no case less
than two (2) feet, two (2) inches for sewer and two (2) feet, six (6) inches for water
piping below grade;
(3) Water heating equipment. A shutoff valve shall be provided in the cold water branch
line to each water storage tank or each water heater. The shutoff valve so provided shall
be protected from accidental closing and tampering;
(4) Sub-drains and storm sewers. No building wall sub-drains, areaway, driveway or roof
leaders shall be connected to the sanitary sewer. Such drain systems shall be separately
connected to an independent dry well drainage system, to a storm sewerage system, or
drained by some other method approved by the administrative authority;
(5) Building sewer and sanitary drainage system. The administrative authority may
require the use of cast-iron pipe for the installation of the sanitary drainage system and
the building sewer if unstable soil or other conditions warrant such use. A cleanout and
brass plug with a countersunk head shall be installed as near the property line as possible.
A #12 copper wire, with the end accessible at the cleanout, shall be taped to all
nonmetallic sewer laterals to provide a means of locating the lateral by a metal detector
or other device. An approved adaptor shall be used to provide connection between piping
of different size, weight, and material;
(6) Water service pipe and water distribution pipe. Water service pipe installed
underground between the City's main and the property line shall be type "K" copper
tubing with flare fittings only for sizes up to and including two (2) inches. From the
property line to the structure to be supplied shall be type "K" copper tubing with flare
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fittings only for sizes up to and including two (2) inches or acrylonitrile butadiene styrene
pipe (ABS) plastic pipe for water supply. Sizes three (3) inches and above shall be of
cast-iron pressure pipe, suitable for conditions to which it will be subjected. A #12 copper
wire shall be taped to all nonmetallic water service pipe to provide a means of locating
the lateral by a metal detector or other device;
(7) Fixture shutoff valves. Each plumbing fixture shall be equipped with an accessible
shutoff valve to interrupt water supply for servicing.
(8) Water-cooled air conditioning, refrigeration machinery and compressor
installations.
a. Rate and Use of Cooling Water. All water-cooled air conditioning, refrigeration
machinery and compressor installations using water from the public water supply
for cooling purposes or discharging water into the City's sewerage or drainage
systems, shall be installed in accordance with these regulations, and shall be
subject to the City's inspection and approval. A written permit will be required for
each installation. Such installations will be permitted to take water from the City's
system at a rate not greater than 0.08 gallon per minute per ton of refrigeration.
An approved type of economizer or cooling tower shall be installed if necessary
to meet this limitation;
b. Rating of Water-Cooled Machinery. A ton of refrigeration shall be considered as
the cooling effect of two hundred (200) BTU's per minute. The standard rating of
refrigeration machines is expressed as the number of tons of refrigeration it can
produce under certain conditions. For compressors, one (1) horsepower of rated
capacity will be considered equivalent to one (1) ton of refrigeration;
c. Disposal of Cooling Water. Water from any such above installation, whether or
not the water is taken from the City's system, shall not be discharged into the
City's sanitary sewerage system at a rate greater than 0.08 gallon per minute per
ton of refrigeration;
d. Cross-Connections. All such installations shall be installed without crossconnections and without possibility of back-siphonage;
e. Installation to Conform. All water-cooled air conditioning equipment,
refrigeration machinery and compressor installations using water from, or
discharging water into, the City's system, whether or not installed prior to the
adoption of this section, where required, shall be modified to bring them into
conformance with the provisions of these regulations;
f. Penalty for Nonconformance. Properties in which water-cooled air conditioning
equipment, refrigeration machinery, and compressor installations are made
contrary to the provisions of this section and which installations are not promptly
modified as directed, will be disconnected from the City's system until the
requirements of this section are complied with.

Secs. 5-254 – 5-260. Reserved
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DIVISION 4. LICENSING OF PLUMBERS
Sec. 5-261. License required; plumbing work by unqualified person declared misdemeanor.
(a) No person shall engage in the business of plumbing in the City unless licensed as a master
plumber under the provisions of this division.
(b) No person shall engage in the business of installing, repairing, or altering plumbing unless the
plumbing work performed in the course of such business is under the direct supervision of a
licensed master plumber.
(c) Any person who shall perform any plumbing work within the City which is not by or under
the supervision of a licensee as provided in this section or otherwise qualified pursuant to
section 5-241 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(d) All company vehicles shall have the City's license number conspicuously displayed.
Sec. 5-262. Qualifications; examinations.
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The administrative authority shall establish standards and procedures for the qualifications,
and licensing of master plumbers. The administrative authority shall issue an appropriate
license to each person who meets the qualifications thereof. The administrative authority
shall keep an official record of all licenses issued.
The administrative authority shall issue a Master Plumber license when an applicant presents
a valid license issued by the State of Maryland Plumbing License Board. The applicant's
license must indicate that a Master Plumber's license has been issued by the State and that
the individual is insured for work.
The administrative authority shall issue a Journey Plumber license when an applicant
presents a valid license issued by the State of Maryland Plumbing License Board. The
applicant's license must indicate that a Journey Plumber's license has been issued by the
State.
The administrative authority shall issue an Apprentice Plumber license when an applicant
presents a valid license issued by the State of Maryland Plumbing License Board. The
applicant's license must indicate that an Apprentice Plumber's license has been issued by the
State.
No license shall be granted to any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years.

Sec. 5-263. Fee.
A license shall be issued under this division to qualified applicants only upon payment of a fee in
the amount established by resolution of the Mayor and Council.
Sec. 5-264. Term.
Licenses required by this division shall expire at the end of even-numbered calendar years.
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Sec. 5-265. Bond.
Individuals who hold a valid Maryland State Master Plumber's license are exempt from bond or
insurance requirements.
Sec. 5-266. Use of licensee's name by another; change of address, etc.
No person who has obtained a plumber's license shall allow his name to be used by another person
either for the purpose of obtaining permits, or for doing business or work under the license. Every
person licensed shall notify the administrative authority of the address of his place of business, if
any, and the name under which such business is carried on and shall give immediate notice to the
administrative authority of any change in either.
Secs. 5-267 – 5-270. Reserved.
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SECTION 12. That Article XII, “Property Maintenance Code”, is unchanged by this ordinance.
SECTION 13. That Article XIII, “Existing Building Code”, is amended as follows:
ARTICLE XIII. - EXISTING BUILDING CODE
DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY
Sec. 5-289. - Scope.
The provisions of this article apply to existing buildings in accordance with the Maryland
Building Rehabilitation Code (COMAR 05.16.01 09.12.58).
Sec. 5-290. - Reserved.
DIVISION 2. - TECHNICAL STANDARDS
Sec. 5-291. - Maryland Building Rehabilitation Code (COMAR 05.16.01 09.12.58).
The Maryland Building Rehabilitation Code (COMAR 05.16.01 09.12.58) dated July 16, 2007
March 25, 2019, and as may hereby be amended, is adopted by reference. One (1) copy of such
publication, as adopted, shall be housed by the Inspection Services Division and made available for
inspection by the public during regular office hours.
Secs. 5-292—5-300. - Reserved.
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SECTION 14. That Article XIV, “Green Building Regulations”, is hereby amended as follows:
ARTICLE XIV. GREEN BUILDING REGULATIONS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
The ICC International Green Construction Code, 2012 2018 Edition (IgCC), is amended in the
following respects:
Sec. 5-301. Scope.
This article places additional "green building" requirements on certain sizes and various types of
new construction and redevelopment activities within Rockville.
Sec. 5-302. Building Code Compliance Required.
This code is an overlay document to be used in conjunction with the other codes and standards
adopted by the City of Rockville. This code is not intended to abridge or supersede safety,
health or environmental requirements under other applicable codes or ordinances.
Sec. 5-303. Green Building Applicability.
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, Section 5-304 and Section 5-322 of
Article XIV Green Building Regulations, for the purpose of this Article, these requirements
shall apply to construction of all new buildings, and the following additions, reconstruction and
alterations to buildings:
(1) Additions of seven thousand five hundred (7,500) gsf or more to an existing
non-residential or multi-unit residential building;
(2) Alterations of more than fifty (50) percent of the gsf of a non-residential or
multi-unit residential building if the altered area is seven thousand five
hundred 7,500 gsf or larger;
(3) Substantial reconstruction, as defined in Article VI. Alterations to existing one
and two family dwellings and additions meeting the criteria for “new
construction” or “substantial reconstruction” as defined in Article VI, Section
5-102, R202.
(b) The requirements of this Article XIV shall not be applicable to the following:
(1) All permits applied for prior to July 1, 2015; and
(2) All trade permits associated with building permits or single-family dwelling permits,
where application for the building permit or single-family dwelling permit has been
made prior to July 1, 2015.
Sec. 5-304. Buildings and Structures Exempt.
The following construction is exempt from the requirements of this Article:
(1) Accessory buildings and structures, as defined by section 25.09.03 (Zoning
Ordinance) of the Rockville City Code;
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(2) Temporary structures as defined by Section 25.09.04 (Zoning Ordinance) of the
Rockville City Code.

Sec. 5-305. Certification Not Required.
Compliance with this Article does not require a construction project to obtain certification from
the U.S. Green Building Council or any other “green” certification organization. The City, as
described in Division 2 of this Article, shall perform evaluation for compliance with the
provisions of this Article.

Secs. 5-306 - 5-310. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 5-311. Administration.
(a) The Chief of Planning Zoning or his/her designee will review projects for compliance with
this Article during the design phase of new construction. This includes:
(1) Reviewing the submitted green building checklists and supporting documentation for
completeness and accuracy, as it pertains to site development;
(b) The Chief of Inspection Services or his/her designee will review projects for compliance
with this Article during the design phase of new construction. This includes:
(1) Reviewing the submitted green building checklists and supporting documentation for
completeness and accuracy, as it pertains to building construction;
Sec. 5-312. Enforcement.
The Chief of Inspection Services or his/her designee will review projects for compliance with
this Article during construction and prior to occupancy. This includes:
(1) Ensuring that buildings have been constructed to meet the appropriate green standards
per their design;
(2) Ensuring appropriate materials, appliances and equipment are installed, as required;
(3) Reviewing required computer software reports, worksheets, compliance manuals,
commissioning documents, and building/homeowner maintenance manuals, if required
for credit;
(4) Ensuring waste management requirements have been fulfilled.
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Sec. 5-313. Waivers and Modifications.
The Chief of Planning Zoning or the Chief of Inspection Services may modify the provisions of
this Article as appropriate to accommodate historic preservation considerations.

Secs. 5-314 - 5-315. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. DEFINITIONS
Sec. 5-316. Definitions.
Words defined in this article are intended only for use with sections of this article or any
document referred to in this article.
ANSI means the American National Standards Institute.
Alteration, when applied to a building or structure or its service equipment, means:
(1) A change or rearrangement in the structural parts or in the exit facilities;
(2) A vital change in the service equipment;
(3) An enlargement whether by extending laterally or by increasing in height;
(4) The moving from one (1) location or position to another; or
(5) The change in occupancy from one (1) use group to another of different legal
requirements.
Building means a structure having one (1) or more stories and a roof, designed primarily for the
shelter, support, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property of any kind; and is not an
accessory building as defined in section 25.09.03 of this Code the Zoning Ordinance of the City
of Rockville.
City Manager means the City Manager for the City of Rockville, or his/her designee.
ENERGY STAR means the joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
U.S. Department of Energy designed to identify and promote energy-efficient products and
practices.
EPA means the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Green building means a holistic approach to design, construction, operation, maintenance and
demolition that minimizes the building's impact on the environment, the occupants and the
community.
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GSF means gross square footage. GSF is the sum of all areas on all floors of a building included
within the outside faces of the exterior walls, including floor penetration areas, however
insignificant, for circulation and shaft areas that connect one floor to another.
LEED ® means the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design green building rating
system, version 4 or the most current mandated version by from the U.S. Green Building
Council. Individual rating systems, and the associated checklists, have been created for several
different building categories.
Multi-unit residential means residential structures not governed by the provisions of article VI
of this chapter.
National Green Building Standard (NGBS) means the ANSI-approved residential green
building standard released by the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) in
coordination with the International Code Council (ICC700-2012 2015). For multi-unit and lowrise residential buildings, the NGBS may be used as an equivalent rating system.
Non-residential means commercial, industrial, institutional, governmental and the nonresidential portions of mixed-use developments.
USGBC means the U.S. Green Building Council, creator and maintainer of the LEED® green
building rating system.

Secs. 5-317 - 5-320. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. NON-RESIDENTIAL AND MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL GREEN
BUILDINGS

Sec. 5-321. International Green Construction Code--Adopted.
The International Code Council (ICC) International Green Construction Code, 2012 2015 Edition,
as modified herein, is hereby adopted as the green construction code for the City. One (1) copy of
such publication as adopted shall be housed by the Inspection Services Division and made
available for inspection by the public during regular office hours. Any amendment or change in
such publication promulgated by the International Code Council shall not become a part of this
article until adopted by ordinance. References to other ordinances and codes of the City shall be
interpreted and applied in accordance with the terms and effect of such ordinances and codes at
the time of such application and interpretation.
Sec. 5-322. Same--Amendments.
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The ICC International Green Construction Code, 2012 2015 Edition (IgCC), is amended in the
following respects:
Section 101.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Green Construction Code of the City of
Rockville, hereinafter referred to as “this code”.
Section 101.3 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
101.3 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to new construction as it relates to the design
and construction of buildings and additions, building sites, removal and demolition of every
building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures
and to the site on which the building is located. Occupancy classifications shall be determined in
accordance with the International Building Code® (IBC®).
Exceptions:
1. The code shall not apply to items 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 except where the jurisdiction
adopts the jurisdictional requirements of Section 302.1, Item 1, for residential
buildings.
1.1. Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family
dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories in height above grade
plane with a separate means of egress, their accessory structures, and the
site or lot upon which these buildings are located.
1.2. Group R-3 residential buildings, their accessory structures, and the
site or lot upon which these buildings are located.
1.3. Group R-2 and R-4 residential buildings four stories or less in height
above grade plane, their accessory structures, and the site or lot upon
which these buildings are located.
2. The code shall not apply to equipment or systems that are used primarily for
industrial or manufacturing.
3. The code shall not apply to temporary structures approved under Section 3103
of the International Building Code.
4. Where ASHRAE 189.1 is selected in accordance with Section 301.1.1,
ASHRAE 189.1 shall not apply to buildings identified in Exceptions 1 through 3.
5. Where a minimum of USGBC-LEED Certification at the Silver level is
selected as an alternative compliance path.
101.3.1 Residential construction. In lieu of the requirements of this code the following shall be
deemed-to-comply with this code:
1. Group R-2 and R-4 residential buildings five stories or more in height above grade
plane, their accessory structures, and the site or lot upon which these buildings are
located achieve a minimum Silver performance level in Chapters 5 through 10 of the ICC
700-2012 2015 (National Green Building Standard) or equivalent system.
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2. Group R-2 and R-4 portions of mixed use buildings must achieve a minimum Silver
performance level in Chapters 5 through 10 of the ICC 700-2012 2015 (National Green
Building Standard) or equivalent system. The remainder of the building and the site upon
which the building is located shall comply with the provisions of this code.
Section 101.4 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
101.4 Appendices. All the provisions in the Appendices, as amended, are adopted as part of the
International Green Construction Code except those in Appendices C and D.
Section 102.4 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The following codes shall be considered part of the
requirements of this code: the International Building Code, the International Energy Conservation
Code® (IECC®), the International Existing Building Code® (IEBC®), Rockville Fire Code, the
International Fuel Gas Code® (IFGC®), the International Mechanical Code® (IMC®), the
International Plumbing Code® (IPC®), and the International Residential Code® (IRC®).
Section 102.6 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
102.6 Existing structures. The legal occupancy of any structure existing on the date of adoption
of this code shall be permitted to continue without change, except as is specifically covered in this
code, the International Building Code, the International Existing Building Code, or the Rockville
Fire Code, or as is deemed necessary by the code official for the general safety and welfare of
building occupants and the public.
Section 106.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
106.1 Required. Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair,
move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge,
alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any energy, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing
system, the installation of which is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done,
shall first make application to the code official and obtain the required permit under the applicable
code or regulation relevant to the intended work. A Green Building application will be filed with
the Inspection Services Division; however, a separate permit shall not be issued under this code.
Exemptions from permit requirements shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to
be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other applicable laws,
codes or ordinances of this jurisdiction.
Section 107(Fees) of the IgCC is deleted
Section 108 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
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Section 108 Board of Adjustments and Appeals. Appeals of administrative interpretations or
decisions made by the Code Official shall be administered in accordance with Chapter 5, Article
I, Section 5-12 of the Rockville City Code.
In accordance with Section 113 of the International Building Code for appeals of orders, decisions
or determinations made by the Code Official.
Section 301.1.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
301.1.1 Application. The requirements contained in this code are applicable to buildings, or
portions of buildings. As indicated in Section 101.3, these buildings shall meet either the
requirements of ASHRAE 189.1 or the requirements contained in this code or demonstrate
compliance using an equivalent option that must be first approved by the code official and where
the applicant demonstrates equivalency and compliance.
Section 302.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
302.1 Requirements and electives determined by the jurisdiction. The jurisdiction shall
indicate the following information in Table 302.1 for inclusion in its code adopting ordinance:
1. The jurisdiction shall indicate whether requirements for residential buildings, as
indicated in Exception 1 to Section 101.3, are applicable by selecting “Yes” or “No”
in Table 302.1. Where “Yes” is selected, the provisions of ICC 700 shall apply and
the remainder of this code shall not apply.
2. Requirements: Where "Yes” or "No” boxes are provided, the box checked “Yes”
indicates where that section or subsection, as amended, is to be enforced as a
mandatory requirement in the jurisdiction, or "No” indicates where that section or
subsection is not to be enforced as a mandatory requirement in the jurisdiction.
3. Electives: Where "Yes” boxes are provided, the box checked "Yes” indicates where
that section or subsection, as amended, is not required and is relocated to can be
selected as a project elective in the jurisdiction in accordance with Appendix AProject Electives, Section A110 Additional Project Electives and is eligible for
selection as a project elective in the jurisdiction.
Table 302.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
TABLE 302.1 REQUIREMENTS AND ELECTIVES DETERMINED BY THE JURISDICTION

Section

Section Title or Description and Directives
CHAPTER 1. SCOPE

Jurisdictional
Requirements

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)
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Section

Section Title or Description and Directives

101.3
Exception 1.1

Detached one- and two-family dwellings and
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses)
not more than three stories in height above
grade plane with a separate means of egress,
their accessory structures, and the site or lot
upon which these buildings are located, shall
comply with ICC 700.

101.3
Exception 1.2

101.3
Exception 1.3

Group R-3 residential buildings, their
accessory structures, and the site or lot upon
which these buildings are located, shall
comply with ICC 700.
Group R-2 and R-4 residential buildings four
stories or less in height above grade plane
their accessory structures, and the site or lot
upon which these buildings are located, shall
comply with ICC 700.

Jurisdictional
Requirements


Yes



Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)


No

Yes


No


Yes


No

CHAPTER 3. JURISDICTIONAL REQUIREMENTS AND LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT
303

Whole Building Life Cycle Assessment

Yes

No

CHAPTER 4. SITE DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USE
Predesign site inventory and assessment


Yes


No

402

Preservation of Natural Resources


Yes


No

403

Stormwater Management


Yes


No

401.2

Yes
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404

405.1-405.2

405.3

406

407.1-407.3

407.4

408

409

Section Title or Description and Directives

Jurisdictional
Requirements

Yes


No

Management of Vegetation, Soils and Erosion
Control


Yes


No

Native plant landscaping


Yes


No

Building Site Waste Management


Yes


No

Transportation Impact


Yes


No

Preferred vehicle parking


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No

Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor Fountains

Heat Island Mitigation

Light Pollution Control Site Lighting

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)

CHAPTER 5. MATERIAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENCY

502

Construction Material Management
Yes


No


Yes


Yes


Yes


Yes
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Section

Section Title or Description and Directives

Jurisdictional
Requirements


503

Construction Waste Management
Yes

503.1

Minimum percentage of waste material
diverted from landfills

505

Yes (50%)

506

507

Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No

Yes


Yes


No


Yes

Waste Management and Recycling

Material Selection

Lamps

Building Envelope Moisture Control


No




504

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)


Yes


CHAPTER 6. ENERGY CONSERVATION, EFFICIENCY AND CO2e EMISSION REDUCTION

302.1, 302.1.1, 602.1

Zero Energy Performance Index (zEPI) of
Jurisdictional Choice – The jurisdiction shall
indicate a zEPI of 51 50 or less in each
occupancy for which it intends to require
enhanced energy performance.

603

Energy Metering, Monitoring and Reporting


Yes
Occupancy:
ALL
zEPI: 51 50


604

Automated Demand-Response (Auto-DR)
Infrastructure


No

Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes
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Section

Section Title or Description and Directives

Jurisdictional
Requirements


605

Building Envelope Systems
Yes


606

Building Mechanical Systems (as amended)
Yes

606.5.1

607

608

609

610

611

611.1.5.5

612

Economizer Systems

Yes



No

No

No

Building Service Water Heating Systems (as
amended)

Yes


No

Building Electrical Power and Lighting
Systems


Yes


No

Specific Appliances and Equipment


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No

Post-occupancy recommissioning


Yes


No

Outcome-Based Pathway Requirements


Yes


No

Building Onsite Renewable Energy Systems

Energy Systems Commissioning and
Completion

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)


Yes


Yes

Yes

Yes


Yes

CHAPTER 7. WATER RESOURCE CONSERVATION, QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY
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Section
701.2

702.1-702.5 4

702.6 5

702.6-702.19

703

704

Section Title or Description and Directives
Water usage metering required
Fixtures, Fittings, Equipment and Appliances
Fitting and fixture consumption through
Drinking fountain controls

Appliances

Municipal Reclaimed Water through Film
Processors

Jurisdictional
Requirements

Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No

HVAC Systems and Equipment (as amended)

Water Treatment Devices and Equipment

705

Metering


Yes


No

706

Nonpotable Water Resources


Yes


No

707

Rainwater Collection and Distribution
Systems


Yes


No

Gray Water Systems


Yes


No


Yes


No

708

709

Reclaimed Water Systems

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)


Yes


Yes


Yes

Yes
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Section Title or Description and Directives

710

Alternate Onsite Nonpotable Water Resources

Jurisdictional
Requirements

Yes

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)


No

CHAPTER 8. INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND COMFORT

802

Building Construction Features, Operations
and Maintenance Facilitation


Yes


803

804

804.2

805

806

807

808


No

Yes


No

Specific Indoor Air Quality and Pollutant
Control Measures


Yes


No

Post-Construction Pre-Occupancy Baseline
IAQ Testing


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No


Yes


No

HVAC Systems

Prohibited Materials

Material Emissions and Pollutant Control

Acoustics

Daylighting

CHAPTER 9. COMMISSIONING, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
902

Approved Agency Special Inspection and
Commissioning




No


Yes


Yes

Yes

Yes
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Section

Section Title or Description and Directives

Jurisdictional
Requirements

Jurisdictional
Electives
(Appendix A)

Yes

903

Commissioning Building Operations and
Maintenance Documentation


Yes


904


No

Yes


No


Yes


No

Building Operations and Maintenance

CHAPTER 10. EXISTING BUILDINGS
Chapter 10

Existing Buildings

CHAPTER 11. EXISTING BUILDING SITE DEVELOPMENT
Chapter 11

Existing Building Site Development


Yes


No




No

APPENDIX A: PROJECT ELECTIVES

A103

Minimum 10 project electives shall be
selected from sections A104 through A110, as
amended.

Yes

Section 302.1.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
302.1.1 zEPI of 51 50 or less. Where a zEPI of 51 50 or less is indicated by the jurisdiction in
Table 302.1, buildings shall comply on a performance-basis in accordance with Section 601.3.1.
Exception: Buildings less than 25,000 square feet (2323 m2) in total building floor area
pursuing compliance on a prescriptive basis shall be deemed to have a zEPI of 51 50 and shall
not be required to comply with the zEPI of Jurisdictional Choice indicated by the jurisdiction
in Table 302.1.
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Section 303 (Whole Building Life Cycle Assessment) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110303 of this Code.
Sections 401.2 (Predesign site inventory and Assessment) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 402 (Preservation of Natural Resources) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 403 (Stormwater Management) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 404 (Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor Fountains) is removed and added to Appendix A Section
A110-404 of this Code.
Section 405.1 (Soil and water quality protection) and Section 405.2 (Vegetation and soil protection) of the
IgCC are deleted in its entirety.
Section 405.3 (Native Plant Landscaping) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-405.3 of
this Code.
Section 407.1 (Walkways and bicycle paths) through Section 407.3.2 (Long-term bicycle parking) of the
IgCC are deleted in their entirety.
Section 407.4 (Preferred vehicle parking) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110- 407.4 of
this Code.
Section 408.2 (Site hardscape) is amended to read as follows
Section 408.2 Site hardscape. In climate zones 1 through 6, as established in the International
Energy Conservation Code, not less than 40 percent of the site hardscape shall be provided with
one or any combination of options described in Sections 408.2.1 through 408.2.4. For the purposes
of this section, site hardscape shall not include areas of the site covered by solar photovoltaic arrays
or solar thermal collectors.
Section 409 (Site Lighting) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-409 of this Code.

Section 503.2 is added to the IgCC to read as follows:
Section 503.2 Deconstruction and demolition material and waste management plan. Where
buildings, structures or portions thereof are deconstructed or demolished, a minimum of 50 percent
of materials shall be diverted from landfills. A construction material and waste management plan
shall be developed that is in accordance with Section 503.1, that includes procedures for
deconstruction, procedures for the proper removal, management and disposal of hazardous
materials (including, but not limited to materials and devices containing mercury, poly-chlorinated
biphenyl, lead, asbestos, CFCs, and HCFCs), and documentation on the total materials in
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buildings, structures and portions thereof to be deconstructed or demolished and the materials to
be diverted.
Sections 505 (Material Selection) and 506 (Lamps) are removed and added to Appendix A Section A110505 and Section A110-506 of this Code.
Section 604 (Automated Demand-Response Infrastructure) is removed and added to Appendix A Section
A110 of this Code.
Section 606.5 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
606.5 Economizers. Economizers shall comply with the requirements of the International Energy
Conservation Code.
Section 606.5.1 (Economizer systems) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-606.5.1 of this
Code.
Section 606.7(Kitchen exhaust systems) is amended to insert the phrase “NFPA 96,” after the phrase
“International Mechanical Code”.
Sections 607.3(Pools, hot tubs, and spas) and 607.4 (Snowmelt systems) of the IgCC are deleted in
entirety.
Section 608 (Building Electrical Power and Lighting Systems) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Sections 608.2 (Sleeping unit controls) through 608.11 (Verification of lighting controls) are removed and
added to Appendix A Section A110-608.2 through Section A110-608.11 of this Code.
Sections 609.2.1 (Elevators), 609.2.2 (Escalators and moving walkways) and 609.2.4 (Conveyors) of the
IgCC are deleted in entirety.
Section 609.2.3 (Commercial food service equipment Specific Appliances and Equipment) is removed
and added to Appendix A Section A110-609.2.3 of this Code.
Section 610 ( Building Onsite Renewable Energy Systems) is removed and added to Appendix A Section
A110-610 of this Code.
Section 611.1.5.5 (Post-occupancy recommissioning) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110611.1.5.5 of this Code.
Section 612 (Outcome-Based Pathway Requirements) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 701.2 (Water usage metering required) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-701.2
of this Code.
Section 702.6 5 (Appliances) is removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-702.6 5 of this Code.
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Sections 702.7 6 (Municipal reclaimed water) through 702.20 19 (Film processors) of the IgCC are deleted
in their entirety.
Sections 703.1 (Hydronic closed system), 703.2 (Humidification systems), 703.3 (Condensate coolers and
tempering), 703.4 (Condensate drainage recovery), 703.6 (Humidifier discharge), 703.7 (Cooling towers,
evaporative condensers and fluid coolers), 703.8 (Wet-hood exhaust scrubber systems), 704 (Water
Treatment Devices and Equipment), 705 (Metering) and 706 (Nonpotable water requirements) of the IgCC
are deleted in their entirety.
Section 704 (Water Treatment Devices and Equipment) is removed and added to Appendix A Section
A110-704 of this Code.
Section 707 (Rainwater Collection and Distribution Systems) is removed and added to Appendix A
Section A110-707 of this Code.
Section 708 (Gray Water Systems) are removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-708 of this Code
with Section 708.12 amended as follows:
708.12 Gray water systems. The gray water system shall be designed by a design professional.
Sections 709 (Reclaimed Water Systems) and 710 (Alternate Onsite Nonpotable Water Sources) of the
IgCC are deleted in entirety.
Section 803.3 (Environmental tobacco smoke control) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 803.4 3.1(1) of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
803.4 3.1(1) The enclosing walls shall extend from the floor surface to the underside of the floor,
roof deck or solid ceiling above and shall be constructed to resist the passage of airborne chemical
pollutants and shall be constructed and sealed as required for a smoke partition in a fully
sprinklered building or 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction assemblies. Alternatively, for
janitorial rooms and closets, all chemicals shall be stored in approved chemical safety storage
cabinets.
Section 804.1 (Fireplaces and appliances) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section 804.2 (Post-construction, pre-occupancy baseline IAQ testing) is removed and added to Appendix
A Section A110-804.2 of this Code.
Sections 806 (Material Emissions and Pollutant Control), 807 (Acoustics), and 808 (Daylighting) are
removed and added to Appendix A Section A110-806, Section A110-807, Section A110-808 of this Code,
accordingly.
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Section 902.1.1.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
902.1.1.1 Qualifications of approved agencies. An approved agency shall be qualified and shall
demonstrate competence, to the satisfaction of the code official, for the commissioning of the
particular type of construction or operation. The registered design professional in responsible
charge and engineers of record involved in the design of the project are permitted to act as the
approved agency provided those personnel meet the qualification requirements of this section to
the satisfaction of the code official. The approved agency shall provide written documentation to
the code official demonstrating competence and relevant experience or training. Experience or
training shall be considered relevant where the documented experience or training is related in
complexity to the same type of commissioning activities for projects of similar complexity and
material qualities.
Section 903.1 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
903.1 General. Where application is made for construction as described in this section, the
registered design professional in responsible charge shall perform commissioning during
construction and after occupancy as required by Table 903.1. Where Table 903.1 specifies that
commissioning is to be done on a periodic basis, the registered design professional in responsible
charge shall provide a schedule of periodic commissioning with the submittal documents that shall
be maintained by the building owner and available for review when requested by the code official.
The approved agency shall be qualified and shall demonstrate competence, to the satisfaction of
the code official, for the commissioning of the particular type of construction or operation. The
registered design professional in responsible charge and engineers of record involved in the design
of the project are permitted to act as the approved agency provided those personnel meet the
qualification requirements of this section to the satisfaction of the code official. The approved
agency shall provide written documentation to the code official demonstrating competence and
relevant experience or training. Experience or training shall be considered relevant where the
documented experience or training is related in complexity to the same type of commissioning
activities for projects of similar complexity and material qualities.
Chapter 10 (Existing Buildings) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Chapter 11 (Existing Building Site Development) of the IgCC is deleted in its entirety.
Section A102.2 (Required number of and selection of project electives) of the IgCC is deleted in its
entirety.
Section A103.2 of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
A103.2 Required number of and selection of project electives. A total of not less than 10 project
electives shall be selected by the owner or the owner’s authorized agent from Table A103.2.
Selected project electives shall be applied as mandatory requirements for the project. Selected
project electives shall be communicated to the code official by means of checking the appropriate
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boxes in the tables and providing a copy of the tables, or by inclusion of a list of selected project
electives, with the construction documents.
Table A103.2 Project Electives of the IgCC is amended to read as follows:
Section

Description

Owner Selection

A104.2

Wildlife corridor

 Yes

 No

A104.3

Infill site

 Yes

 No

A104.4

Brownfield site

 Yes

 No

A104.5

Site restoration

 Yes

 No

A104.6

Mixed-use development

 Yes

 No

A104.9.1

Site hardscape project elective 1

 Yes

 No

A104.9.2

Site hardscape project elective 2

 Yes

 No

A104.9.3

Site hardscape project elective 3

 Yes

 No

A104.9.4

Roof covering project elective

 Yes

 No

A105.1

Waste management

 Yes

 No

A105.2

Construction waste landfill maximum

 Yes

 No

A105.3(1)

Reused, recycled content,
indigenous materials (70%)

recyclable,

bio-based

and

 Yes

 No

A105.3(2)

Reused, recycled content,
indigenous materials (85%)

recyclable,

bio-based

and

 Yes

 No

A105.4

Service life plan

 Yes

 No

A105.5

Design for construction and building reuse

 Yes

 No

A105.6

Existing building reuse

 Yes

 No

A105.7

Historic building reuse

 Yes

 No

A105.8

Integrated design

 Yes

 No

A105.9

Deconstruction

 Yes

 No

A106.1

zEPI is at least 5 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 10 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 15 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 20 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 25 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 30 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 35 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No
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Section

Description

Owner Selection

zEPI is at least 40 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 45 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

zEPI is at least 50 points lower than required by Table 302.1

 Yes

 No

A106.2

Mechanical system project elective

 Yes

 No

A106.3

Service water heating

 Yes

 No

A106.4

Lighting Systems

 Yes

 No

A106.5

Passive design

 Yes

 No

A106.6

Renewable energy systems- 5 percent

 Yes

 No

A106.6

Renewable energy systems- 10 percent

 Yes

 No

A106.6

Renewable energy systems- 20 percent

 Yes

 No

A107.2

Onsite wastewater treatment

 Yes

 No

A107.3

Alternative onsite potable water for outdoor host connections

 Yes

 No

A107.4

Alternative onsite potable water for plumbing fixture flushing

 Yes

 No

A107.5

Automatic fire sprinkler system

 Yes

 No

A107.6

Alternative onsite nonpotable water to fire pumps

 Yes

 No

A107.7

Alternative onsite nonpotable water for industrial process
makeup water

 Yes

 No

A107.8

Alternative onsite nonpotable water for cooling tower makeup
water

 Yes

 No

A107.9

Gray water collection

 Yes

 No

A108.2

VOC emissions – flooring

 Yes

 No

A108.3

VOC emissions – ceiling systems

 Yes

 No

A108.4

VOC emissions – wall systems

 Yes

 No

A108.5

Architectural paints and coatings

 Yes

 No

A108.6

Total VOC limit

 Yes

 No

A108.7

Views to building exterior

 Yes

 No

Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor Fountains

 Yes

 No

A110-404
A110-405.3

Native Plant Landscaping

 Yes

 No

A110-407.4

Preferred Vehicle Parking

 Yes

 No

A110-409

Site Lighting

 Yes

 No

A110-505

Material Selection

 Yes

 No
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-125-

Description

Owner Selection

A110-506

Lamps

 Yes

 No

A110-604

Automated Demand-Response (Auto-DR) Infrastructure

 Yes

 No

 Yes

 No

 Yes

 No

 Yes

 No

A110606.5.1
A110-608.2
– 608.9
A110609.2.3

Economizer Systems
Building Electrical Power and Lighting Systems
Specific Appliances and Equipment

A110-610
A110-701.2

Onsite Renewable Energy Systems

 Yes

 No

Water Usage Metering

 Yes

 No

A110-702.5

Appliances

 Yes

 No

Water Treatment Devices and Equipment

 Yes

 No

Post-Construction Pre-Occupancy Baseline IAQ Testing

 Yes

 No

A110-806

Material Emissions and Pollutant Control

 Yes

 No

A110-807

Acoustics

 Yes

 No

A110-808

Daylighting

 Yes

 No

A110-704
A110-804.2

Sections A104.1 (Flood hazard area project elective), A104.7 (Changing and shower facilities project
elective) and 104.8 (Long-term bicycle parking and storage project elective) of the IgCC are deleted in
their entirety.
Section A110 of the IgCC is added to read as follows:
Section A110 Additional Project Electives
A110.1 Additional Project Electives. The following Sections and Subsections are removed from
Chapter 3 through Chapter 8 of this code and relocated to Appendix A to be optional requirements:,
303 404, 405.3, 407.4, 409, 505, 506, 604, 606.5.1, 608.2-608.11 608.9, 609.2.3, 610, 611.1.5.5,
701.2, 702.5, 702.6, 704, 707, 708, 804.2, 806, 807 and 808. Section and subsection numbers, titles
and provisions shall remain consistent, unless otherwise amended. Each section or subsection is
considered as separate project electives. The electives shall be cumulative and compliance with
each project elective shall be recognized individually.

Attachment 17.i: Ordinance-Chapter 5 proposed revisions (2729 : Adoption of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 (Buildings and Building

Ordinance No. _____

Packet Pg. 328

17.i

Table A110: Additional Project Electives
Section

Description

Minimum Number of Electives Required
and Electives Selected

Whole Building Life Cycle
Assessment


Yes


No

Landscape Irrigation and Outdoor
Fountains


Yes


No

A110-405.3

Native Plant Landscaping


Yes


No

A110-407.4

Preferred Vehicle Parking


Yes


No

A110-409

Site Lighting


Yes


No

A110-505

Material Selection


Yes


No

A110-506

Lamps


Yes


No

A110-604

Automated Demand-Response
(Auto-DR) Infrastructure


Yes


No

Economizer Systems


Yes


No

Building Electrical Power and
Lighting Systems


Yes


No

Specific Appliances and
Equipment


Yes


No

Building Renewable Energy
Systems


Yes


No

A110-303

A110-404

A110-606.5.1

A110-608.2 – 608.11

A110-609.2.3

A110-610
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Section 611.1.5.5

Post-occupancy recommissioning


Yes


No


Yes


No

A110-702.6
Appliances

A110-707

Rainwater Collection and
Distribution Systems


Yes


No

A110-708

Gray Water Systems


Yes


No

A110-709

Reclaimed Water Systems


Yes


No

A110-804.2

Post-Construction Pre-Occupancy
Baseline IAQ Testing


Yes


No

A110-806

Material Emissions and Pollutant
Control


Yes


No

A110-807

Acoustics


Yes


No

A110-808

Daylighting


Yes


No

DIVISION 5. ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLING REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 5-331. Applicability.
The requirements of this Division shall be applicable to one and two family dwellings as
indicated in Section 5-303 of this Article.
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Sec. 5-332. Green Building Checklist Required.
All one- and two-family dwelling as indicated in Section 5-303 of this Article new construction,
as defined in Article VI must submit either a completed NGBS checklist, or equivalent green
homes checklist with every submittal to the City.
Sec. 5-333. ENERGY STAR Appliances Required.
To the extent that the building includes the following buildings components, these components
shall meet or exceed U.S. EPA's Energy Star requirements: windows, ceiling fans, ventilation
fans (including kitchen and bathroom fans), and programmable thermostats.
Sec. 5-334 333. Rockville Green Homes Required.
Homes must achieve a minimum Silver performance level in Chapters 5 through 10 of the ICC
700-2012 2015 (National Green Building Standard) or equivalent system that must be first
approved by the code official and where the applicant demonstrates equivalency and compliance.
Secs. 5-334 - 5-340. Reserved.
SECTION 15. That the effective date of this ordinance is August 1, 2019 January 1, 2020. All permit
applications submitted on or after that date shall comply with this ordinance.
NOTE:

Strikethrough indicates material deleted
Underlining indicates material added

************************
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance adopted by
the Mayor and Council at its meeting of

________________________________________________
Sara Taylor Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Review and Comment
Department: City Manager's Office
Responsible Staff: Jenny Kimball

Subject
Action Report

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council review and comment on the Action Report.

Attachments
Attachment 18.A.a:

MC Action Report Master 2019

(DOC)

Packet Pg. 332

18.A.a

Attachment A
Blue - new items to the list.
Red - latest changes.
Mayor and Council Action Report
Response
Method
Future agenda

2015-14

7/13/15

CMO

Future agenda

Purchasing Study Response
Status: A status report on the Procurement Action Plan is being provided
every six months. An update was shared on May 13, 2019, the next update
will be in November 2019.

2016-12

9/26/16

HR

Future agenda

Vacancy Report
Provide a Vacancy Report to the Mayor and Council at the end of each Quarter.
Status: The fourth quarter report was shared on agenda on July 15, 2019.
The next report will be on the agenda at the completion of the first quarter
of FY20.

Ongoing

2016-16

10/10/16

PDS

Future agenda

Global Issues on BRT
Schedule another discussion on BRT with the City of Gaithersburg and
Montgomery County, to include broader issues such as governance and finance.
Consider holding the meeting in Gaithersburg.
Status: Montgomery County DOT staff presented an update on the Route
355 BRT to the Mayor and Council on June 17. A letter to the County
Council sharing the Mayor and Council’s comments on the preferred
concept for the Route 355 BRT was sent to the County Council. Staff sent an
email to the Mayor and Council on August 12, 2019 sharing the outcome of
the July 30, 2019 County Council action.

Ongoing

2016-17

10/24/16

R&P

Future agendas

Caregiver Task Force
Provide regular updates on the status of the Caregiver Task Force establishment
and work.
Status: The Task Force presented the final report to the Mayor and Council
on July 15, 2019. Staff is preparing a draft plan and schedule to implement
the process changes recommended in the report. Staff will present that work
to the Mayor and Council on October 7, 2019.

October 7, 2019

King Farm Farmstead
Status: Two public hearings were held during the month of February on the
Task Force’s proposed future uses. The public record closed at 5 p.m. on
March 15, 2019. The Mayor and Council discussed the King Farm
Farmstead on May 20 and directed staff to prepare a request for
information (RFI) on potential future uses of the Farmstead. A final draft
request for information (RFI) will be released in September.

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date
TBD

(2809 : Action Report)

Staff/
Dep
R&P

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2014-23

Meeting
Date
9/8/11

Ongoing
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Attachment A

Response
Method
Future agenda

2017-6

2/27/17

CMO

Email

Minority-, Female- & Disabled-Owned Businesses
Provide updates on the Procurement Division’s activities to engage and support
minority-, female- and disabled-owned businesses.
Status: A report is being shared every six months. An update was shared
shared on May 13, 2019. The next update will be in November 2019.

Ongoing

2017-9

4/3/17

Procurement

Agenda item

Procurement of Internal Auditor Services
Status: Staff is coordinating a time for the vendor to talk to the Mayor and
Council members. Staff is exploring a performance audit topic for FY20.
Staff will announce a topic by September 9, 2019.

September 2019

2017-11

6/12/17

R&P

Agenda item

Deer Population in Rockville
Continue to monitor the deer population. Consider action steps and gather
community input.
Status: On January 7th, the Mayor and Council discussed background and
options for deer management, and selected Option 2, implementation of a
pilot deer culling program to occur in calendar year 2020, in addition to
continuing current deer management activities. Staff is preparing an
implementation plan to share with the Mayor and Council in
November/December 2019.

Fall 2020

2017-17

12/11/17

PDS/CAO

Agenda Item

Changes to the Sign Ordinance
Provide a project scope and timetable for review and amendments to the Sign
Ordinance.
Status: A Mayor and Council public hearing on revisions to the sign
ordinance was held on May 13, 2019. Discussion and Instructions is
scheduled for September 16, 2019, and introduction and possible adoption
on October 21, 2019. The staff report will be distributed to the Mayor and
Council as early as possible in advance of the meeting.

FAST – Faster, Smarter, More Transparent (Site Plan/Development Review
Improvements)
Provide regular updates on the status of the work.
Status: Staff will present a Phase 1 FaST Action Report and Work Plan,
highlighting improvements completed to date and next steps, to the Mayor
and Council on October 21, 2019.

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date
Ongoing

(2809 : Action Report)

Staff/
Dep
PDS

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2016-18

Meeting
Date
10/24/16

October 21, 2019
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Response
Method
Action Report

2018-3

3/5/18

HR

Agenda Item

Health Benefits Advisory Committee Report
Brief the Mayor and Council on the FY18 work of the Committee and the
recommendations included in their work.
Status: The Mayor and Council gave the City Manager authorization to
work with Montgomery County to develop an agreement for the City to
participate in the County’s medical benefit plan, with potential participation
in FY2020. On August 15, 2019, the Mayor and Council received an update
by email on the HBAC’s activities, and was informed of the administration’s
intention to continue coverage with the City’s current insurance carriers.
City administration accepted the HBAC’s majority recommendation to not
become a partnering agency with Montgomery County at this time. That
decision took into consideration rates quoted by the City’s current carriers,
a consultant analysis of the City’s health insurance claims history, and
additional information provided by the County. An email explaining the
intention to continue coverage with the City’s current carriers was
distributed to the Mayor and Council on August 15, and to all employees on
August 29, 2019.

Ongoing

2018-7

6/18/18

CMO

Agenda Item

LGBTQ Initiatives
Identify and implement Mayor and Council suggestions.
Status: The R-zone signs are up.

Ongoing

Utility Billing System
Provide updates on the replacement of the Velocity Payment System, powered by
Govolution.
Status: Updated information about implementation of the new system and
the use of passwords in the new system will be shared with the Mayor and
Council soon.

Managers and supervisors have completed “The Respectful Workplace”
training. All other employees will complete the online course by November
1, 2019.
An update on the status of gender-neutral bathroom installation was
emailed to the Mayor and Council on August 13. In September 2019, staff
will provide a prioritized list of outstanding gender-neutral bathroom
installations and comments about a timeline for those installations.

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date
January 2020

(2809 : Action Report)

Staff/
Dep
Finance

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2018-1

Meeting
Date
1/22/18
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Response
Method
Town Meeting

2018-9

6/18/18

CMO

Worksession

Schedule a worksession on Millennials
Identify who they are, how to engage them in local govt, and outreach strategies.
Status: The Mayor and Council discussed staff recommendations for
engaging millennials on June 3. Staff will provide an update by memo in
September 2019.

2018-11

8/1/2018

PDS

Agenda Item

Neighborhood Shopping Centers
Discuss mechanisms to encourage neighborhood shopping center revitalization
and explore additional zoning and uses

TBD

2018-15

10/8/18

PDS

Future Agenda

Short Term Residential Rentals
Discuss how to manage short term residential rentals’ (e.g., Airbnb) impact on
city neighborhoods and explore options for taxing users.
Status: A discussion of short-term residential rentals is scheduled for
October 21, 2019.

October 21, 2019

2018-19

10/15/18

HR

Future Agenda

Volunteer Program
Discuss whether the Mayor and Council want to direct the City Manager to
create a centralized volunteer program.
Status: This was on the January 28 and June 3, 2019 agendas. Staff will
continue implementation of the volunteer program enhancements, with an
update provided to the Mayor and Council by memo in September 2019.

Ongoing

2019-1

10/29/18

PDS

Future Agenda

Accessory Structures
Status: The Mayor and Council authorized the filing of a Zoning Text
Amendment on April 8. A workshop was held on May 29th, at 7 p.m. at City
Hall, for the public to learn more about these proposed regulations. A
public hearing was held on July 15, 2019. Discussion and Instruction is
scheduled for September 16, 2019.

TBD

Opioid Town Meeting
Schedule a Town Meeting on the opioid crisis, to include prevention,
enforcement and treatment.
Status: An update on the Rockville Goes Purple initiative was shared with
the Mayor and Council on August 22, 2019. A proclamation for National
Recovery Month is on the September 9, 2019 agenda. Rockville will host a
Montgomery County Narcan training on September 25 and the
Race4Recovery on September 29.

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date
Ongoing

(2809 : Action Report)

Staff/
Dep
CMO/RCPD/
R&P

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2018-8

Meeting
Date
6/18/18

Ongoing
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Staff/
Dep
R&P

Response
Method
Agenda Item

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2019-3

10/29/18

Procurement/
CAO

Memo

2019-4

3/25/19

PDS

Future Agenda

Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) and Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
Discussion of potential City uses of BIDs and TIFs
Status: Staff will share information with the Mayor and Council by email
and a discussion will be tentatively scheduled on November 25, 2019.

November 25, 2019

2019-7

4/1/2019

R&P

Future Agenda

Child Care Services
Discuss city provision of child care services (history of the current program,
community need for the service, private sector market, expansion to additional
Rockville locations).
Status: This item is on the September 9, 2019 agenda, and the staff report
will include information regarding county subsidies and child care
programming, for the purpose of making it a broad discussion.

September 9, 2019

2019-9

4/1/2019

HR

Memo

Reduction in Force (RIF) Policy
Prepare a Reduction in Force (RIF) policy, to be incorporated in the Personnel
Policy and Procedures Manual update.

January 3, 2020

2019-10

4/1/2019

HR

Email

Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual Update
Share an update on the status of this effort.
Status: The Mayor and Council received an update on this effort by email
on May 6, 2019. It is anticipated that the draft will be ready for Mayor and
Council review by January 2020.

January 2020

2019-11

4/1/2019

HR

Future Agenda

Employee Buyout Program
Provide information about employee buyout programs and discuss the potential
for a Rockville program.

TBD

RedGate Golf Course Property
Status: On June 17, 2019, the Mayor and Council instructed staff to bring a
scope of work for a master planning consultant in December, to be
considered in conjunction with the Recreation & Parks strategic plan
report. The Mayor and Council can then decide whether to proceed with an
RFP for master planning of the Redgate site.
Ethics
Provide list of the companies that the City does business with, so that the Mayor
and Council can complete required financial disclosures by April 30, 2019
Status: The Mayor and Council discussed comprehensive revisions to the
Ethics Ordinance proposed by the Ethics Commission on April 8, 2019.
Staff will follow up on Mayor and Council questions and comments. This
item is on the Mayor and Council agenda for October 21, 2019.

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date
December 2019

October 21, 2019

(2809 : Action Report)

2019-2

Meeting
Date
2/25/19
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Ref. #

Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date

Status: Director of Finance provided an update to the Mayor and Council
via email on May 3, 2019.
Police

Future Agenda

Parking Enforcement at Street Meters
Share an overview of Rockville’s current program and how other local
jurisdictions handle parking enforcement at street meters, including hours of
enforcement.
Status: Parking meter operations was a component of the Mayor and
Council’s parking discussion on July 15th. A follow-up discussion is
scheduled on the September 23rd agenda.

2019-14

6/3/2019

PDS

Future Agenda

Rent Stabilization/Voluntary Rent Increases
Discuss City guidelines for rent increases instituted by landlords.

Ongoing

(2809 : Action Report)

4/1/2019

TBD

CLOSED / COMPLETED
Ref. #

Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Estimated Completion
or Agenda Item date

2018-21

12/17/18

PW

Future
Agenda

Assessment of Transit Services
Schedule a date on future agendas
Status: The consultant’s Transit Gap Analysis was presented to the Mayor
and Council on June 17, 2019. Staff responded to follow up questions posed
by the Mayor and Council by email on June 19, and shared the results of the
Transit Gap Analysis with WMATA and RideOn. Staff is also monitoring
the Ride-On Flex micro-transit pilot, which started in Rockville in June
2019. Follow up work will be conducted in the context of the Urban Land
Institute TAP report and other ongoing Rockville Town Center analysis.

Complete

2019-6

4/1/2019

PDS

Future
Agenda

Comprehensive Master Plan (Rockville 2040) Update
Share an update with the Mayor and Council on Rockville 2040, and discuss
incorporating a Town Center Master Plan update as a component of
Rockville 2040.
Status: An update, including discussion of the Town Center Master Plan,
was shared at the Mayor and Council meeting on July 15, 2019.

Complete
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19.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Review and Comment
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Niles Anderegg

Subject
Future Agendas

Recommendation
Attachments
Attachment 19.A.a:
Attachment 19.A.b:

09.16.2019 Mock Agenda
(DOC)
Future Agendas 09.09.2019 (XLS)

Packet Pg. 339

19.A.a

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING NO.
Monday, September 16, 2019 – 7:00 PM
MOCK AGENDA
Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than those
indicated.

7:00 PM 1.

Convene

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Agenda Review

7:05 PM 4.

City Manager's Report

7:10 PM 5.

Proclamation
A.

Proclamation Declaring September 22, 2019, as Car Free Day in
Rockville

B.

Proclamation Declaring National Hispanic Heritage Month

7:20 PM 6.

Boards and Commissions Appointments, Reappointments and
Announcements of Vacancies

7:25 PM 7.

Community Forum

Attachment 19.A.a: 09.16.2019 Mock Agenda (2817 : Future Agendas)

Any person who requires assistance in order to attend a city meeting should call the ADA
Coordinator at 240-314-8108.

Any member of the community may address the Mayor and Council for 3 minutes during
Community Forum. Unless otherwise indicated, Community Forum is included on the agenda
for every regular Mayor and Council meeting, generally between 7:00 and 7:30 pm. Call the
City Clerk/Director of Council Operation's Office at 240-314-8280 to sign up to speak in
advance or sign up in the Mayor and Council Chamber the night of the meeting.
8.

Mayor and Council's Response to Community Forum
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19.A.a

Mayor and Council

Mayor and Council Announcements

7:45 PM 10.

Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00251 - to Regulate the
Installation of Small Cell Antennas; Mayor and Council of Rockville,
Applicants

8:15 PM 11.

Consent
A.

Award of NJPA Rider Contract 041217-PII, Peterson Lightning Loader
Grapple Truck, to Virginia Public Works Equipment Company Inc., in the
Amount of $143,111.

B.

Approval of Minutes

8:20 PM 12.

Financial Advisory Board FY 2019 Annual Report and FY 2020 Action Plan

8:50 PM 13.

Supplemental Employee Contributions (SEC)

9:20 PM 14.

Tentative Discussion of County's Homeless Shelter Proposal for 6 Taft Court

9:50 PM 15.

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment TXT201900250 - Comprehensive Revisions to the Sign Code; Mayor and Council of
Rockville, Applicants

10:20 PM 16.

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment TXT201900254 - to Revise the Development Standards for Accessory Buildings in
Residential Zones, and for Accessory Buildings Located in Both the MXT
(Mixed-Use Transition) and HD (Historic District) Zones; Mayor and Council of
Rockville, Applicant

11:05 PM 17.

Review and Comment - Mayor and Council Action Report

18.

Review and Comment - Future Agendas

19.

Old/New Business

Attachment 19.A.a: 09.16.2019 Mock Agenda (2817 : Future Agendas)

9.

September 16, 2019
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19.A.a

Mayor and Council

11:20 PM 20.

September 16, 2019

Adjournment

Attachment 19.A.a: 09.16.2019 Mock Agenda (2817 : Future Agendas)

The Mayor and Council Rules and Procedures and Operating Guidelines establish
procedures and practices for Mayor and Council meetings, including public hearing
procedures. They are available at: http://www.rockvillemd.gov/mcguidelines.
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19.A.b

Future Agendas
Tentative as of 09/09/2019
Meeting : 09/23/19 07:00 PM (3 items)

Discussion,
Instructions
and Possible
Adoption

Title
Discussion and Instructions and Possible Adoption of an
Ordinance to Amend Chapter 2 of the Rockville City Code,
Entitled "Administration," Article II "Officers and
Employees," Division 2, "Mayor and Council," Section 221 "Compensation of Mayor and Councilmembers," So as
to Provide that Travel Reimbursements for the Mayor and
Councilmembers Shall be Made in the Same Manner as
Paid to All City Employees and in Accordance with the
City's Travel Policy

20
Proclamation
5
Presentation

Proclamation Declaring October 2019 as Bullying
Prevention Month in Rockville
Presentation of 2018 Planning Commission Annual Report

30
Total Meeting
Time (in Hours)

0 HRS 55 MINS

Meeting : 10/07/19 07:00 PM (11 items)

Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed (in
minutes)

Proclamation
5
Proclamation
5
Review and
Comment
Authorization

Title
Proclamation Declaring National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
Proclamation Declaring October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month
Priority Initiatives Update

10
5

Authorization
5
Public Hearing

60

North Stonestreet Avenue Implementation: Sectional Map
Amendment
North Stonestreet Avenue Implementation: Zoning Text
Amendment
Public Hearing - Memorandum of Understanding Between
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) and the City
of Rockville for Operation of Soccer Fields and Lights at
Julius West MS

1 of 3

Attachment 19.A.b: Future Agendas 09.09.2019 (2817 : Future Agendas)

Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed (in
minutes)
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19.A.b

Future Agendas
Tentative as of 09/09/2019

45
Adoption

20
Discussion,
Instructions
and Possible
Adoption
15
Presentation

Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to
Grant Zoning Text Amendment Application TXT201900254-To Revise the Height Standards, Maximum
Footprint, and Rear Yard Coverage Requirements for
Accessory Buildings and Structures in Residential Zones.
the Revisions Also Add a Grandfather Provision for
Accessory Buildings Built Under Previous Standards and
Clarify the Requirements for Accessory Buildings in
Historic Districts, Including Those in the MXT Zone.
Adoption of Resolution to Approve Project Plan PJT201800010, to Allow an Amendment to the Existing Planned
Development to Permit 6,084 Square Feet of Retail Use
and 900 Square Feet of Office Use in the PD-CB (Planned
Development - Champion Billiards) Zone at 900 Rockville
Pike; J. Danshes, LLC, Applicant
Discussion and Instructions, and Possible Adoption, of
Memorandum of Understanding Between Montgomery
County Public Schools (MCPS) and the City of Rockville
for Operation of Soccer Fields and Lights at Julius West
MS
Environment Commission Presentation of Annual Report

30
Discussion and
Instructions

Caregiver Funding Process Discussion
30

Total Meeting
Time (in Hours)

3 HRS 50 MINS

Meeting : 10/21/19 07:00 PM (10 items)

Category

D & I, Possible
Introduction &
Possible
Adoption
Presentation
and Discussion
Discussion
Award

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed (in
minutes)

Comprehensive Proposed Amendments to Ethics
Ordinance
45
Presentation of the Boards and Commissions Task Force
Report
45
5

30
Discussion

Title

Attachment 19.A.b: Future Agendas 09.09.2019 (2817 : Future Agendas)

Introduction
and Possible
Adoption

30

Fiscal Year 2020 First Quarter Vacancy Report
Award of RFP 08-19 Enterprise Resource Planning
Software, Implementation and Integration Support
Services
Discussion of Short Term Residential Rentals

2 of 3
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Introduction
and Possible
Adoption
Presentation

15

30
Consent
5
Consent
5
Consent
5
Total Meeting
Time (in Hours)

Introduction and Possible Adoption of Text Amendment
TXT2019-00250 - Comprehensive Revisions to the Sign
Code
Status Report on the Faster, Accountable, Smarter and
Transparent (FAST) Project – Improvements to the
Development Review and Permitting Processes - Update
and Workplan
Award IFB #03-20, Sanitary Sewer Improvements, Various
Locations, to (Vendor) in the Amount Not to Exceed
($Xxx)
Award of IFB #01-20, Scott Drive and Crofton Hill Lane
Bridge Rehabilitation
Award IFB #Xx-Xx, N Horners Lane Sidewalk, to (Vendor)
in the Amount Not to Exceed ($Xxx)

3 HRS 35 MINS

Meeting : 10/28/19 07:00 PM (2 items)

Category

Presentation
Discussion and
Instructions

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed (in
minutes)
10

20
Total Meeting
Time (in Hours)

Title

Fourth Quarter FY 2019 Financial Report
Discussion, Instructions of an Ordinance to Amend
Chapter 13.5 of the Rockville City Code Entitled
"Moderately Priced Housing"

0 HRS 30 MINS

3 of 3
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19.A.b

Future Agendas
Tentative as of 09/09/2019
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A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Agenda Item Type: Additional Information
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Sara Taylor-Ferrell

Subject
Additional Information

Recommendation
Attachments
Attachment A.a:

REDI Year End Council Report FY2019 9.9.19 (PDF)

Packet Pg. 346

Mayor & City Council Annual Report FY 2019
Attachment A.a: REDI Year End Council Report FY2019 9.9.19 (2820 : REDI Year End

A.a
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – CINDY STEWART
stewart@rockvilleredi.org

DEPUTY DIRECTOR – RYAN GANDY
gandy@rockvilleredi.org

301.315.8096

www.rockvilleREDI.org

Attachment A.a: REDI Year End Council Report FY2019 9.9.19 (2820 : REDI Year End

NEW STAFFING

A.a
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Attachment A.a: REDI Year End Council Report FY2019 9.9.19 (2820 : REDI Year End

REDI BOARD

A.a

Ahmed Ali – President and Founder Tista Science and Technology Corporation
Richard Alvarez – President Brand Development Brand Institute
Becky Briggs – Founder OurGiftBiz
Scot Browning – President Capital Bank
Angela Chaney – Partner, Tax Services – Aaronson LLC
Dale Cyr – CEO and Executive Director Inteleos
Jennifer Hester - Vice President Human Resources EMMES
Dr. Kimberly Kelley – Vice President and Provost, Rockville Campus Montgomery College
Craig Kwiecinski – Partner/Senior Consultant The Caliguiri Group
Paul Newman – Associate Director (retired) Westat and Chair of the Board
Jose Ochoa – Chief Business Officer Altimmune
Todd Pearson – Senior Vice President B.F. Saul Company
Susan Prince – Lead Communications and Outreach Strategist The MITRE Corporation at NCCoE
Nancy Regelin – Partner Shulman, Rogers, Gandal, Pordy & Ecker
Morgan Sullivan – Managing Director Jones Lang LaSalle
Bridget Donnell Newton – Mayor City of Rockville
Rob DiSpirito – City Manager City of Rockville
Marji Graf – President/CEO Rockville Chamber of Commerce
Carla Merritt – Senior Business Development Maryland Department of Commerce
Bill Tompkins – Chief Operations Officer Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation

Rockville Business Leaders
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BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT

Market

Grow

REDI BOARD COMMITTEES
Executive
Finance
Education/Workforce
Marketing
Small Business Impact Fund
Ad Hoc Hiring

Shape

Attachment A.a: REDI Year End Council Report FY2019 9.9.19 (2820 : REDI Year End

Market Rockville
Grow Local Companies
Help Shape Rockville’s Future

A.a
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•
•
•
•
•
•

•

School Capacity Task Force
Economic Development Element/2040
Comprehensive Plan
Technical Assistance Panel for the Urban Land
Institute
Wayfinding Signage
King Farm Farmstead Property RFI
Red Gate Golf Course
Creative Industries as a Targeted Industry
Sector
Parking in Rockville Town Center

Supporting the Community

Attachment A.a: REDI Year End Council Report FY2019 9.9.19 (2820 : REDI Year End

INPUT ON CITY TOPICS

A.a
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BUSINESS ATTRACTION
MOVE/EXPANSION INCENTIVE FUND
Dan Ryan Builders – Headquarters
OJC Consulting – French Software Company
Innovative Cellular Therapeutics – Chinese Technology/Lab Space

Target Industries
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A.a
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Workforce Amenities
Small Business Impact Fund
Traffic Safety
Town Center Vibrancy
Local Tourism
www.RockvilleParking.com
Why Rockville Video Campaign

Retain and Create Jobs
Retain and Expand Key Businesses
Encourage Positive Social Impact
Support Business To Community Engagement

Support Local
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BUSINESS RETENTION

A.a
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• 78 New Business Starts
• 1,076 Jobs created/Retained
• $2 million in Capital

Maryland Women’s Business Center
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SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESS

A.a

Packet Pg. 354

Vision
Rockville is a welcoming, diverse community with a strong workforce

Mission
Change the perception that Rockville is not business friendly
JONES LANG LASALLE RESEARCH
• Importance of research data for decision making
• Trend that companies locate near desired workforce
• Proximity to bio and health focused agencies and
educational institutions makes us a top place for
biohealth and tech/cyber
• Rockville population 17% millennials/ DC 34%
• Look at displacement opportunities

Focus on the Future
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STRATEGIC PLANNING

A.a
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REDI Report
Ryan Gandy, REDI Deputy Director
eport to Rockville Town Council by Ryan Gandy, REDI Deputy
Director

State of the Current Market
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ROCKVILLE REAL ESTATE

A.a
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Commercial Office
A.a
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Industrial Properties
A.a
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●

Despite the lower asking rents in the city of Rockville, millennials have demonstrated a
willingness to pay more for additional amenities and convenience

●

Millennials comprise around 17% of Rockville’s population compared to around 35% for DC

●

JLL recommends more amenity options for Class A multifamily housing for Rockville to continue
attracting the millennial population

●

As older millennials transition from renters to homeowners, the city of Rockville becomes more
attractive as the barrier to entry is lower compared to other suburban markets
■

Average 3 bedroom townhome in Rockville is $535k

■

Average 4 bedroom detached house is $581k
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Rockville pricing & the millennial population

A.a
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GOALS
• Market Rockville
• business friendly location
• available ready workforce
• desirable environment to attract employees
• Strengthen conversation
• between business and educational institutions
• between CEO level/senior executives
• With local businesses to develop relationships
and provide support
• Gather and communicate data useful to businesses
making location decisions
• Assist City to strengthen environment for workforce
• Support selected ULI recommendations
• Support renovation of the Rockville Station metro
• Support locating cultural institutions in Rockville
• Support locating a downtown anchor

Rockville Values Business
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LOOKING FORWARD

A.a
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THANK YOU!

www.RockvilleREDI.org
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