Meeting No. 09-2018: Thursday, November 15, 2018
CITY OF ROCKVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION AGENDA
Rockville City Hall (Mayor and Council Chamber)
7:30 p.m.
Matthew Goguen, Chair
Emily Correll, Laurie Kawa, Anita Neal Powell

Times shown are approximate

Staff Liaison: Sheila Bashiri
Deputy City Attorney: Cynthia Walters
Administration: Punam Thukral

7:00 pm I. AGENDA REVIEW WORKSESSION (Blue Crab)
7:30 pm II. COMMITTEE / ORGANIZATION REPORTS

A.
B.
C.
D.

Peerless Rockville - Peerless Rockville Staff
Lincoln Park Historical Foundation - Anita Neal Powell
Public Comments/Open Forum
HDC and Staff Comments

7:40 pm III. CONSENT AGENDA
Consent Agenda items may be approved per the Staff Report without discussion. However, any person may request that the Chair
remove an item from the Consent Agenda for discussion and public comments before the vote.

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 27, 2018
B. CERTIFICATES OF APPROVAL
HDC2019-00918
Applicant: Robert A. Pumphrey Funeral Homes, Inc.
Address:
300 West Montgomery Avenue
Request:
Remove deteriorated stairs on property
`

HDC2019-00917
Applicant: Michael Phuong and Anh Dang
Address:
541 Beall Avenue
Request:
Certificate of Approval to construct a two-story rear addition, replace
the fence, add lighting, and install windows in the front door.

7:45 pm IV. CERTIFICATES OF APPROVAL
A. HDC2019-00914
Applicant: Erin A. Mahony
Address:
405 West Montgomery Avenue
Request:
Install landscaping in front and side yard and replace side door stoop.

9:15 pm VI. DISCUSSION
A. Old Business
B. New Business
9:30 pm VII. ADJOURN
The HDC adjourns by 10:00 pm, unless extended by the Chair.
2019 MEETING CALENDAR
2019 MEETING DATE

APPLICATION DUE DATE

December 20, 2018

November 16, 2018

Historic District Commission
Staff Report: Certificate of Approval
HDC2019-00918, 300 West Montgomery Avenue
MEETING DATE: 11/15/18
REPORT DATE: 11/8/18
FROM: Sheila Bashiri,
Preservation Planner
240.314.8236
sbashiri@rockvillemd.gov
APPLICATION: Certificate of Approval to remove
deteriorated stairs on property
APPLICANT: Robert A. Pumphrey Funeral
Homes, Inc.
300 West Montgomery Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
FILING DATE: 10/17/18
RECOMMENDATION: Finding that the proposal to remove deteriorated stairs on property meets the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9, staff recommends
approval.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The applicant proposes to remove the deteriorated raised concrete steps
located in front of the lot next door to the building.

HDC2019-00918

11/8/18
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RECOMMENDATION
Finding that the proposal to remove deteriorated stairs on property meets the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9, staff recommends approval.
SITE DESCRIPTION
Location:
Applicant:
Land Use
Designation:
Zoning District:
Existing Use:
Parcel Area:
Subdivision:

301 W. Montgomery Avenue
Robert A. Pumphrey Funeral Homes, Inc.
Single-Family Residential
R-90
Commercial
22,464 SF
Commerce Street

Looking East towards Pumphrey's (Deteriorated stairs near
the tree)
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11/8/18

Front (North) Elevation of House

Site Analysis:
The house known as “Pumphrey’s Funeral Home” was built ca. 1900 by Mary Prescott, who purchased
the land from the Kellogg family after a fire destroyed their home. It served as the rented quarters of the
Montgomery Country Club from 1911 to 1915. The Prescott family sold this property in 1930 to William
Reuben Pumphrey, Jr. The Pumphrey family was well known in Rockville, working in the funeral home
business since 1855, when William E. Pumphrey opened a new shop to provide services as a house-joiner
and coffin-maker. Following the sale of the house in 1930 and subsequent remodeling, the property has
been continuously in use as a funeral home by the Pumphrey family. The property became known as the
Pumphrey’s Colonial Funeral Home, until it was sold to RAP Leasing in 1977 and the name was changed
to Pumphrey’s Funeral Home. The Pumphreys purchased the property at 304 West Montgomery Avenue
in 1961.
This large neo-classic house is situated at the southwest corner of Williams Street on West Montgomery
Avenue. The south façade has been altered to accommodate the activities of the funeral home business
that occupies the building. It has a projecting gable end with an enclosed former second story porch.
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DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT and MATERIALS
The applicant is proposing to remove the raised stairs in front of the open side yard that was previously
304 West Montgomery Avenue. The City issued a demolition permit for the house at 304 West
Montgomery Avenue, in the early 1970s, and the property has since functioned as an open side yard to
Pumphrey’s. The property is mostly open lawn, with a perimeter of screening vegetation.
The steps from the public right-of-way to the now-demolished house have remained in their original
location. However, the applicant was issued a violation notice by the Rockville City Code Enforcement
Division, who enforce the property maintenance codes. The stairs have been deemed a hazard and the
applicant is required to “repair, replace or remove the defective concrete steps.” The applicant received
an estimate from a masonry company for both repairing the stairs, and for removal and repair. The
applicant found that the cost for the repairing the stairs was much more that the cost of removal and
resodding. As a result, the applicant has opted for removal.
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Analysis and Recommendation
The Secretary of Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation Standard No. 9, states “New additions, exterior
alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.” While the stairs remain as a reminder of the house that
once sat at that location, and their removal will destroy historic materials and features, they are not
character defining features of the property. Additionally, they have been deemed unsafe. The stairs
could be repaired with new cement, but it would no longer retain the historic appearance of the existing
concrete.

OUTREACH
The posting of the notification sign on the property occurred two weeks prior to the meeting, and the
postcard notices were sent out more than two weeks prior to the meeting. The staff report was posted
on the City’s web site one week prior to meeting.

FINDINGS
Finding that the proposal to remove deteriorated stairs on property meets the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation #9, staff recommends approval.

EXHIBITS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
Aerial map
Zoning map
Application
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EXHIBIT 1

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be
avoided.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other
historic properties, will not be undertaken.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and
preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a property will be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment
would be unimpaired.
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EXHIBIT 2

AERIAL MAP
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EXHIBIT 3

ZONING MAP

3-1

Historic District Commission
Staff Report: Certificate of Approval
HDC2019-00917, 541 Beall Avenue
MEETING DATE: 11/15/18
REPORT DATE: 11/8/18
FROM: Sheila Bashiri,
Preservation Planner
240.314.8236
sbashiri@rockvillemd.gov
APPLICATION: Certificate of Approval to
construct a two-story rear
addition, replace the fence, add
lighting, and install windows in
the front door.
APPLICANT: Michael Phuong and Anh Dang
541 Beall Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
FILING DATE: 10/12/18
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the proposal to construct a two-story rear addition,
replace the fence, add lighting, and install windows in the front door, be
approved. The work will meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation #9, as well as the adopted relevant Technical Guides for Exterior
Alterations.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The applicant proposes to construct a two-story rear addition with a small
footprint, replace the existing picket fence, add porch lighting, and install
windows in the solid front door. This proposal, which also included adding a
historically documented side porch and door (completed) was approved by the

HDC2019-00917

11/8/18

HDC at the March 19, 2015 meeting (HDC2015-00723). Due to the inability to
meet the one year Certificate of Approval requirement, an application for the
remaining work has been resubmitted for approval.

c. 1970-1989 Original Photo

c. late 1890s-Original Photo of East elevation porch
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Before and after of east elevation with new porch and door
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RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the proposal to construct a two-story rear addition, replace the fence, add
lighting, and install windows in the front door be approved. The work will meet the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9, as well as the adopted relevant Technical Guides for Exterior
Alterations.

SITE DESCRIPTION
Location: 541 Beall Avenue
Applicant:

Michael Phuong and Anh Dang

Land Use
Detached Restricted Residential
Designation:
Zoning District: R-60 HD
Existing Use: Residential
Parcel Area: 11,536 SF
Subdivision: West End Park, Block 14, Lot 67
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Front (South) Elevation

Site Analysis:
The Allnutt House, which was constructed in 1890, is an excellent example of local Victorian residential
architecture. It was one of the earliest houses built by Henry N. Copp, the 19th century developer of
West End Park. Around 1903, Henry C. Allnutt purchased the house and it remained in the Allnutt family
for the next 40 years. Julian and Margaret Sante, also lived here for many years, and the park at
Henderson Circle is named to commemorate Mrs. Sante’s advocacy for historic preservation. This two
and one-half-story wood frame structure maintains many of its original features including the wrapped
front porch with decorative railing, turned posts, and simple brackets. The house has a roof with
pressed metal shingles and cross gables clad in fish scale shingles. The southeast corner of the south
elevation has a three-story square tower with a pyramidal roof. The house faces south on Beall Avenue
and sits relatively close to the street, with a driveway along the east side of the house. The front steps
originally were positioned at the southeast corner of the house, leading directly to the driveway. A twostory, 400 square foot addition was added to the rear in 1989.

5

HDC2019-00917

11/8/18

DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT and MATERIALS
Rear Addition
The applicant proposes to construct a two and one-half-story addition on the northwest corner of the
rear elevation. Currently, there is one bathroom servicing five bedrooms on the second floor. The
applicant would like to create a master suite on the second floor by adding a master bathroom with a
closet, and a laundry room, to the existing master bedroom. There is an existing 400 s.f. two-story rear
addition with a small first-story porch, and a second-story deck, on the west elevation. The proposed
addition will include enclosing part of the existing second-story deck and chimney, removing the west
wall of the existing rear addition, including the first-story porch and door, and removing the cellar doors.

West elevation of rear addition and
north elevation of the original house
with cellar Bilco door

West elevation of original house

Rear (North) elevation of rear addition
West elevation of rear addition and north
elevation of the original house
6
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Existing Site Plan

11/8/18

Proposed Site Plan

The proposed addition will be attached to the north wall of the original house, and the west wall of the
existing rear addition. The proposed 152 square foot addition will measure 8’ 1” w x 17’ long along the
west elevation of the existing addition, and a small section measuring 2‘ 4” wide x 5’ 3” long will be set
back and attached to the north wall of the original structure. The proposed addition will include a new
8” poured concrete foundation with a stucco finish, to match the existing foundation. New concrete
steps leading to the basement will be inset between the original house and the new addition, where the
existing Bilco cellar door is located.
On the first-story, the addition will have one west-facing window directly over the new basement steps.
Two windows will also be installed in the west elevation of the new proposed addition. The proposed
addition siding will be Azek smooth-faced lap siding with a 4 ¼” exposure to match the existing siding on
the 1989 addition. On the north elevation of the new addition, the applicant proposes to install a set of
Jeld-Wen steel French doors. The proposed French doors will lead to a new rear deck, measuring 8’ 1”
wide x 9’ 1” long, with open fretwork wood railing that matches the front porch railing, and north facing
steps that lead down to the back yard. In the crawl space beneath the deck, new lattice over painted
plywood is proposed to match the existing treatment. The plan shows a flagstone patio, but the
applicant will submit it for approval at a later date.
7
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(See attached plans for details)
8
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(See attached plans for details)

The proposed second-story of the new addition will have one west-facing window directly over the new
first-story window. A set of two windows will be installed in the west elevation, centered above the two
new first-story windows. The second-story of the addition of the north elevation will have a solid wall.
All of the proposed new windows will be Jeld-Wen vinyl with a one-over-one configuration to match the
original windows on the existing addition. The west elevation of the addition will have vinyl shutters to
match the existing wood shutters on the house.
The proposed new addition will allow for the construction of a new attic space with an exterior gable.
The new attic will measure 18’ wide by 17’ long. The new gable will match the existing west elevation
gable in height and detail, with two small attic windows that match the existing attic windows. The
proposed gable siding will be made of Azek shingles with a 6” exposure, and Azek brackets and trim to
match the existing siding brackets and trim. The new roof, which will intersect with the existing roof,
will be clad in stamped metal shingles to match the existing roof.

Fence Replacement
The applicant proposes to replace an existing fence on the east
elevation of the house. The existing wood stockade fence,
which is approximately 4’ high with a metal gate, is in extremely
poor condition. It is currently located adjacent to the cellar
doors. The applicant proposes to relocate the fence a few feet
south of the proposed new side door and porch. The applicant
is proposing to install a 6’ high wood privacy fence and double
gate, with a lattice top and painted white. The fence will span
approximate 24’ 6” from the house to the east property line.
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Front Door Windows
The house has existing solid wood double front doors that are obviously not original to the house. The
applicant is seeking to bring in more light into the foyer by adding windows to the existing doors. The
existing screen door, which is not original to the house, would be removed. The applicant is also
proposing to patch and paint the front doors in order to remove multiple deep gouges that currently
exist. Two new sconces are proposed to flank the front door. The 12” high x 6” wide lantern style
Verano Outdoor wall sconces will have one light in the dark finished fixtures. The existing accessible
ramp will be removed when the renovation of the house has been completed.

Front Elevation with
existing double front
door and screen door

Exterior and interior view of existing double front door.
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Proposed Vinyl windows, Vinyl Shutters, and Steel French
doors

Proposed metal roof shingles and Porch light fixture
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Analysis and Recommendation
Rear Addition
The Secretary of Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation Standard No. 9 states that new additions, exterior
alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The applicant proposes to construct a two and one-halfstory addition on the northwest corner of the house. The addition has a very small footprint and it will
attach to the existing addition. Based on the design of the proposed addition, very little of the original
structure will be disturbed. The Secretary of Standards for Rehabilitation, Standard No. 9 also states,
“The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,
features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its
environment.” The new addition will meet this requirement. The new addition will not have a strong
impact on the historic character of the building. The massing and scale of the proposed addition is
compatible with the original structure. The verticality of the proposed addition with the peaked gable
and roof slopes, and the matching fenestrations relate well to the original building. Overall, the
proposed addition will be compatible with the structure, while at the same time it will obviously be
distinguished as a new feature added to the historic building. The use of the vinyl windows and
shutters, and the steel French doors will also differentiate the new addition from the original building.
The new stamped metal roof shingles will further distinguish the addition as a new entity.
Fence Replacement
The proposed new fence meets The Secretary of Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation Standard No. 9.
The design of the white painted wood fence is compatible with the historic structure and is an upgrade
from the 4’ stockade fence that it will replace.
Front Door Windows
The proposed windows in the front door meets the Secretary of Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation
Standard No. 9. The applicant would like to keep the existing doors while adding a new feature to them.
Queen Anne houses commonly have delicate incised decorative detailing and a single large pane set into
the upper half of the door. The existing doors are not original to the house, and adding new windows to
the doors is appropriate for the style and period of the house. The lantern style fixtures are also
appropriate to the period of the house.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
The posting of the notification sign on the property occurred two weeks prior to the meeting, and the
postcard notices were sent out more than two weeks prior to the meeting. The staff report was posted
on the City’s web site one week prior to meeting.

FINDINGS
Staff recommends that the proposal to construct a two-story rear addition, replace the fence, add
lighting and install windows in the front door be approved. The work will meet the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9, as well as the adopted relevant Technical Guides for Exterior
Alterations.
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ATTACHMENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
Aerial map
Zoning map
Application
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ATTACHMENT 1

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials
or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other
historic properties, will not be undertaken.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and
preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a property will be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment
would be unimpaired.
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ATTACHMENT 2

AERIAL MAP
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ATTACHMENT 3

ZONING MAP
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MINUTES OF THE ROCKVILLE
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
MEETING NO. 03-2015
Thursday, March 19, 2015

CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL
HDC2015-00723, Phuong and Ahn Dang for a Certificate of Approval to construct two-story rear
addition, reconstruct a side porch and door, replace a fence, and install a new front door with windows
at 541 Beall Avenue.
Sheila Bashiri presented the staff report and recommended approval of the proposal to 1) construct a 2story rear addition, 2) add a side porch and door, 3) replace the fence, 4) add lighting and 5) install
windows in the front door, be approved. She stated the work will meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation #6 and #9, as well as the adopted relevant technical guides for exterior
alterations. Ms. Bashiri also answered questions from the Commission.
Ahn Dang, applicant and owner of the property availed herself to questions from the HDC.
Commissioner Moloney moved, seconded by Commissioner Achtmeyer, to approve HDC2015-00723,
to 1) construct a 2-story rear addition, 2) add a side porch and door, 3) replace the fence, 4) add
lighting, 5) install windows in the existing front door, with the condition that the roof over the new
kitchen door on the east elevation of the property be changed to a shed roof. The motion passed 5-0.

Historic District Commission
Staff Report: Certificate of Approval
HDC2019-00914, 405 W. Montgomery Avenue
MEETING DATE: 11/15/18
REPORT DATE: 11/8/18
FROM: Sheila Bashiri,
Preservation Planner
240.314.8236
sbashiri@rockvillemd.gov
APPLICATION: Certificate of Approval to add
landscaping, a walkway, and
replace the concrete stoop at the
east elevation side door.
APPLICANT: Erin A. Mahony
405 W. Montgomery Avenue
Rockville, MD 20855
FILING DATE: 8/24/18
RECOMMENDATION: Finding that the proposal to add landscaping, a walkway, and replace the concrete
stoop at the east elevation side door, meets the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation #9, and Technical Guide #7, staff recommends
approval.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The applicant proposes to add plantings to existing landscaping on the front
elevation, install a gate on the front walkway, add trellises and a walkway on
the east side, and replace the concrete stoop at the east elevation side door.
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RECOMMENDATION
Finding that the proposal to add landscaping, a walkway, and replace the concrete stoop at the east elevation
side door, meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9, and Technical Guide #7, staff
recommends approval.

SITE DESCRIPTION
Location:
Applicant:
Land Use
Designation:
Zoning District:
Existing Use:
Parcel Area:
Subdivision:

405 W. Montgomery Avenue
Erin A. Mahony
Single-Family Residential
R-60 HD
Residential
12,843 sf
West End Park

Google Maps Street View of Front (South) Elevation of House
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June 2018 Google Maps Photo

Front (Southeast) Elevation of House

Site Analysis:
The McDonald/Gilchrist House is located in the West Montgomery Historic District, which is both a local
historic district, and a National Register Historic District. This house faces south on West Montgomery
Avenue, on an elevated site surrounded by large trees and shrubs. Concrete steps and a walkway lead to
the front porch. The house was built in 1909. This large five-bay Colonial Revival style house has a center
hall plan. The rear elevation (north) has several additions, including the two-story porch with the sleeping
porch at the second floor.

DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT and MATERIALS
The front elevation of the property is overgrown with trees and mature plantings. The applicant will be
removing two pines and a white oak tree in the front yard. The two pines are not on the applicant’s
property but are in the right of way of Rt. 28/West Montgomery Avenue. Therefore, the applicant
obtained permission from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to remove and replace
the two pine trees. The City of Rockville Forestry Division has determined that the White Oak tree near
the southeast corner of the front yard, is diseased and should be removed. The applicant submitted an
Administrative Approval application, and subsequently received a Certificate of Approval for its removal.
The applicant proposes to landscape the front and east side of the house and has submitted a detailed
plan with a list of the proposed trees and plants to be used. The applicant proposes to add plantings to
existing landscaping on the front elevation, install a gate on the front walkway, add decorative trellises
and a walkway on the east side, and replace the concrete stoop at the east elevation side door.
4
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Trees and Shrubs to be removed
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Overgrown plants and trees obscure front of house.

Top- Overgrown plants in front
yard.
Bottom-Overgrown plants in the
front yard have been cut back.
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The applicant proposes to give the house more visibility and curb appeal, by removing the two pine trees
that were approved for removal by the Department of Natural Resources, and installing hedges and
plantings in the front yard. Additionally, the applicant feels the plantings will help buffer the noise from
traffic on West Montgomery Avenue, provide privacy when the front porch is in use, and improve the
view from the interior of the home.
A minimum 5’ high Gingko tree is proposed to be placed near the southeast corner of the lawn. On either
side of the walkway steps, Carpet rose shrubs will be planted at the edge of the sidewalk. Next to the
Carpet roses, the applicant proposes to plant Japanese Forest Grass. Flanking the proposed gate at the
top of the walkway stairs, the applicant proposes to install three Boxwood shrubs, which will curve around
each end of the proposed gate. Crape Myrtle trees will be located on each side of the walkway, behind
the boxwoods. Next to each trio of boxwoods, a border of five Schip Laurel shrubs are proposed to curve
back towards the house. Behind the Laurels, three Dwarf Bridal Wreathe shrubs, flanked by small sections
of perennials and grasses, including Siberian Irises, Catmint, Dwarf Fountain Grass, and Anise Hyssop are
proposed to be placed along the edge of the lawn. At the end of the Schip Laurel shrubs, an area of Russian
Sage will be located on the west side, and an area of Maiden Grass will be placed on the east side.
A large area of lawn on each side of the walkway will curve back towards the sides of the house. On the
east side of the lawn, the applicant proposes to plant a group of five Oakleaf Hydrangea shrubs. At the
end of the lawn, next to the proposed new path, the applicant proposes to plant a group of five Virginia
Sweetspire, and three Oakleaf Hydrangea shrubs. A border of five Smooth Hydrangea shrubs and five
Japanese Holly will be layered on each side of the front porch steps. A minimum 5’ high Japanese Maple
tree is proposed to be planted adjacent to the east end of the front porch.
The applicant proposes to flank the center of the proposed new east side path, with a border of five
boxwoods. The area along each side of the proposed path will be filled with perennials and ground cover
grasses, including Lenten Roses and Lady Ferns, next to the house, and Ostrich Ferns on the opposite side.

Front Walkway Gate
To create a grander entrance to the front yard, and add privacy, the applicant proposes to add a double
gate at the top of the walkway steps. The proposed wood white picket gate will be no more than 42”
high.

Similar to proposed gate at top
of raised steps.
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East Side Trellises
The applicant proposes to add two decorative trellises
along the east side property line. The proposed trellises
will back up to the neighbor’s existing chain link and
stockade style fences. The proposed trellises will be
constructed from wood, and will match the height of the
existing stockade fence. The purpose of the proposed
trellises is to obscure the fences and enhance the view
from the interior of the home.
East Side Walkway
Applicant proposes to add a focal point on the east side
of the house by installing a decorative gravel path in the
side yard parallel to the house. The proposed gravel
path will extend from the front porch to the stoop at the
rear, and it will be outlined in brick or brick pavers with
a decorative circle in the center. The center circle will
contain a focal point, of either a fountain or planter. The
focal point of the proposed path will be centered on the
living room window.

Side yard location of walking path,
trellis, and stoop.

Above – Similar to proposed gravel and brick path
with center focal point (but not as elaborate).
Left - Similar to proposed decorative trellis
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Concrete Stoop
The applicant proposes to replace the
stoop at the east side rear door. The
existing stoop leads to the door of an
enclosed stairwell. The stairwell was
originally on the exterior, and previous
owners constructed walls around it to
make it an interior stairwell. The existing
concrete stoop is shifting and sinking, and
is deteriorated. As a result, it has
separated from the stone foundation of
the house, enough to allow moisture
penetration to deteriorate the wood
beneath it. The proposed new stoop will
have a second step to wrap around both
the front and side of the stoop. The
proposed new stoop will be constructed
of stone with flagstone or granite risers
and gravel treads, and it will aid in
draining water away from the house.

Deteriorated concrete stoop

Similar to proposed new stoop materials
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Location front gate, trellises, and walking path and stoop.
50s-60s renovations
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Analysis and Recommendation
The proposed new landscaping and the replacement trees, the front gate, the two trellises, and gravel
and brick path, will be obviously new in comparison to the existing walkways, plants and trees. The new
elements will not destroy historic features and spatial relationships, and the new work will be compatible
with the existing features of the property. The existing side stoop is not original to the house, and its
deteriorated condition is causing water damage to the wood at the base of house. The proposed
replacement stoop will help alleviate the existing condition, and the steps on both open sides will connect
with the existing path leading to the rear of the house, and the proposed gravel and brick path.
Additionally, it will be a safer alternative for exiting the door. Therefore, the proposal meets the Secretary
of Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation Standard No. 9, “New additions, exterior alterations, or related
new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize
the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its
environment.”
Additionally, as recommended by the City of Rockville Technical Guide #7, Landscaping and Trees, the
applicant has worked with the City Forestry Division and the Maryland DNR for the removal and
replacement of the trees.

OUTREACH
The posting of the notification sign on the property occurred two weeks prior to the meeting, and the
postcard notices were sent out more than two weeks prior to the meeting. The staff report was posted
on the City’s web site one week prior to meeting.

FINDINGS
Finding that the proposal to add landscaping, a walkway, and replace the concrete stoop at the east
elevation side door, meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9 and Technical
Guide #7, staff recommends approval.

EXHIBITS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
Aerial map
Zoning map
Application
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EXHIBIT

1

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be
avoided.
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other
historic properties, will not be undertaken.
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and
preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a property will be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment
would be unimpaired.
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