MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING NO. 13-20
Monday, April 20, 2020 – 6:00 PM
AGENDA
Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than those
indicated.
Any person who requires assistance in order to attend a city meeting should call the ADA
Coordinator at 240-314-8108.
Rockville City Hall will be closed until April 24, due to recent issued state directives for
slowing down the spread of the coronavirus COVID-19 and social distancing.
To support social distancing, the Mayor and Council are conducting meetings virtually.
The virtual meetings can be viewed on Rockville 11, channel 11 on county cable,
livestreamed at www.rockvillemd.gov/rockville11, and available a day after each
meeting at www.rockvillemd.gov/videoondemand.
If you wish to submit comments in writing for Community Forum or Public Hearings,
please email mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by no later than 2:00 p.m. on the
date of the meeting.
All comments will be acknowledged by the Mayor and Council at the meeting and
added to the agenda for public viewing on the website.
Drop-In Sessions will resume by phone on Monday, April 27 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Please sign up by 2 p.m. on the meeting day.
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/formcenter/city-clerk-11/sign-up-for-dropin-meetings-227

6:00 PM 1.

Convene

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Agenda Review

6:05 PM 4.

City Manager's Report

6:15 PM 5.

Coronavirus COVID-19 Update

Mayor and Council

6:45 PM 6.

Proclamation
A.

6:50 PM 7.

8.

April 20, 2020

Proclamation Declaring April 21, 2020 as Yom HaShoah/Holocaust
Remembrance Day

Community Forum -submit written comments by email to
mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by 2:00 p.m.
Mayor and Council's Response to Community Forum

7:10 PM 9.

Next Steps in the COVID-19 Staffing Strategy

8:10 PM 10.

Discussion and Instructions, Possible Introduction and Possible Adoption of
an Ordinance to Permit the Temporary Residential Use of Recreational
Vehicles (RVs) and Trailers in Residential Zones or Discussion and
Instructions, Possible Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to
Amend the Property Maintenance Code, Being Article XII, Chapter 5 of the
Rockville City Code, to Allow the City Manager to Issue Approvals for the
Temporary Use of Recreational Vehicles and Trailers for Residential Purposes
on Single-Family Lots in the City to Allow Residents to Quarantine in Place
During a Public Health Emergency

8:25 PM 11.

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment Application
TXT2019-00254, to Revise the Development Standards for Accessory
Buildings in the Residential Zones, and for Accessory Buildings Located in
Both the MXT (Mixed-Use Transition) and HD (Historic District) Zones; Mayor
and Council of Rockville, Applicant

12.

9:20 PM 13.

Discussion on the Responses to the Request for Information for the King
Farm Farmstead (RFI)
Review and Comment - Mayor and Council Action Report
A.

14.

Action Report

Review and Comment - Future Agendas

Mayor and Council

A.
15.
9:30 PM 16.

April 20, 2020

Future Agendas

Old/New Business
Adjournment

The Mayor and Council Rules and Procedures and Operating Guidelines establish
procedures and practices for Mayor and Council meetings, including public hearing
procedures. They are available at: http://www.rockvillemd.gov/mcguidelines.

6.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation and Recognition
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Jacqueline Mobley

Subject
Proclamation Declaring April 21, 2020 as Yom HaShoah/Holocaust Remembrance Day

Recommendation
Staff Recommends that the Mayor and Council read and approve the Proclamation.

Discussion
On Yom HaShoah, we solemnly remember the six million Jews and the millions of others
murdered by the Nazis during the Holocaust.
On this day, we honor the memory of the millions of individuals – the mothers and daughters,
fathers and sons, friends and neighbors – who lost their lives during a time of unparalleled
depravity and inhumanity. We reaffirm our ongoing responsibility as citizens and a nation to
live out the admonition “Never forget. Never again.” And we commit ourselves to preserve the
memories of those who lived the horrors of the Shoah (from the Hebrew word meaning
whirlwind) so that their experiences are not forgotten by our generation or by our children or
grandchildren. We also honor those who survived the Holocaust, many of them spared from
death because of the righteous individuals who risked their lives to save Jews and other victims
from Nazi persecution.
Yom HaShoah was established in Israel in 1959. It falls on the 27th day in the Jewish month of
Nissan, a date chosen because it is the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. Yom
HaShoah is officially known as Yom Hazikaron L'shoah U'l'gevurah (Holocaust and Heroism
Remembrance Day). Yom HaShoah ceremonies include the lighting of candles for Holocaust
victims and listening to the stories of survivors. Religious ceremonies include prayers such as
Kaddish for the dead and the El Moleh Rahamin, a memorial prayer.
In Israel, Yom HaShoah is one of the most solemn days of the year. It begins at sunset on the
26th of Nissan and ends, like all traditional Jewish special days, the following evening. During
Yom HaShoah, memorial events are held throughout the country with national ceremonies
being held at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. Yad Vashem is the Jewish people's memorial to those
murdered in the Holocaust. Sirens sound across Israel at 10:00 a.m. and a moment of silence is
observed. Ceremonies and services are held at schools, military bases, various Holocaust
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commemorative and educational institutions across Israel, and other public institutions and
community organizations.

Mayor and Council History
This is the sixth time this item has been brought before the Mayor and Council.

Attachments
Attachment 6.A.a:

2020 Yom HaShoah Observance

(PDF)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: Presentation and Discussion
Department: City Manager's Office
Responsible Staff: Jenny Kimball

Subject
Next Steps in the COVID-19 Staffing Strategy

Recommendation
Staff recommends continuing the current approach to staffing and compensation through May
24, 2020.

Discussion
As the COVID-19 public health emergency evolves, the City of Rockville adapts and adjusts
operations and staffing to continue serving customers, in accordance with Governor Hogan’s
emergency orders and within the guidelines established by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
The State Superintendent of Schools announced on March 26 that Maryland schools would be
closed through April 24, 2020. Governor Hogan issued a Stay at Home Emergency Order on
March 30 that does not include an end date. It is unclear whether schools re-open or the
Governor’s Stay at Home Order will terminate by the end of April. To ensure efficient and
effective ongoing City operations and emergency response, the City is prepared for an
extension of the Order. Staff recommends that the current approach to staffing and
compensation continue through Sunday, May 24, 2020.
Recommended Strategy
The Mayor and Council were briefed on the current approach to staffing and compensation for
regular City employees on April 13, 2020. Staff recommends continuing the approach through
the pay period that ends on May 24, 2020:
•

Essential employees reporting on a regular operational schedule would receive
compensation at time-and-a-half for the actual hours worked on essential tasks at the
workplace (regular non-exempt employees), or compensatory time at a rate of one-half
hour for each hour worked on essential tasks at the workplace (regular exempt
employees).
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•

Essential employees reporting as-needed would receive compensation at time-and-a half for the actual hours worked as-needed on essential tasks at the workplace (regular
non-exempt employees), or compensatory time at a rate of one half hour for each hour
worked as-needed on essential tasks at the workplace (regular exempt employees).

•

Teleworking employees conduct as much of their job duties as possible from home and
would continue to receive their regular pay.

•

Administrative Leave employees whose positions do not lend themselves to
teleworking would continue to receive their regular pay. However, efforts to assign
training, development and other appropriate work assignments outside of their normal
responsibilities will be stepped up for the period through May 24.

•

Temporary employees were not included in the April 13 staffing report to the Mayor
and Council. They are a separate non-salaried, non-permanent category of personnel
who work less than 30 hours per pay period doing tasks of a temporary or seasonal
nature. Most temporary employees work for the Recreation and Parks Department.
Since March 14, and continuing to March 24, temporary employees would be paid their
regular hourly rate for the hours that they would have normally been scheduled to work
during the pay period.

Employee Safety
Ongoing City operations will prioritize protecting the health and safety of City employees. Work
done in the community or at a City facility will continue to focus only on the most essential
services. Minimal staffing, rotating shifts and other work adjustments for essential employees
will continue, to ensure appropriate social distancing. All work that can be completed from
home will continue, using teleworking tools.
If any City employees receive a positive diagnosis for COVID-19, current essential and telework
operations may need to change to accommodate a smaller workforce or additional health and
safety measures.
A suggestion shared during the April 13 Mayor and Council discussion of COVID-19 staffing
involved using this time to proactively identify maintenance and repair needs across the city.
While that type of proactive work is normally valuable, the City will not assign any non-essential
work that could potentially expose personnel to the virus. Employee safety continues to be a
top priority.
Administrative Leave Category
The Mayor and Council provided valuable suggestions on April 13th regarding the use of
employees who fall in the Administrative Leave category. Efforts will continue to assign work to
those employees who will contribute to City operations, provide a development opportunity for
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the employee, and help to balance heavy workloads in other parts of the organization. The
Learning and Development Manager will continue to provide opportunities for online training
and development for all City employees. In addition, a new cybersecurity training initiative is
beginning this spring that requires all employees to take online training to enhance the City’s
cybersecurity.
Compensatory Time
During the April 13th discussion, the Mayor and Council inquired about policies on use of
compensatory time. This topic is relevant due to the increased accrual of compensatory time by
exempt essential employees working during the COVID-19 response. The current policy allows
employees to carry over up to 80 hours of compensatory time from one calendar year to the
next.
Recognizing that calendar year 2020 is unusual, the Human Resources Department has
recommended to the City Manager that the 80-hour restriction for calendar year 2020 not
apply to employees designated as essential during COVID-19. Those employees would be
authorized to carry over an unlimited number of hours into calendar year 2021 and the 80-hour
carryover limit would be reinstated going into calendar year 2022. As the nature of the COVID19 response continues to evolve, that approach would be reconsidered, as needed.

Mayor and Council History
On April 13, the Mayor and Council received a briefing on the City’s COVID-19 staffing strategy
for regular City employees for the period from March 14 to April 6, 2020.

Fiscal Impact
The budgetary impact of the recommendation is related to the premium pay for regular City
employees in the non-exempt essential category (as described in the April 13 staff report) and
the regular compensation for temporary employees.
It is expected that the number of hours worked by regular non-exempt essential employees
would remain relatively consistent through May 24. The estimated cost to pay those
employees, for the same number of hours worked as during the initial weeks of the COVID-19
response, is approximately $110,000 per week. For the four weeks from April 27 to May 24, the
estimated total budget impact for essential non-exempt regular employees would be
approximately $440,000.
Based on payroll data for the two-week pay period ending April 10, compensation to temporary
employees totaled approximately $88,000. If temporary employee pay continues in the same
manner through two more pay periods to May 24, the expense to the City would be
approximately $176,000.
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The total budget impact is estimated to be approximately $616,000. This figure would change if
the numbers of hours worked adjusted to accommodate for changes in the COVID emergency
in our area.
As Finance staff has reported, the fiscal impact of the COVID-19 event through the end of FY20
can be managed using snow and ice savings, fuel savings, unspent personnel funds and
contingency. No budget amendment will be necessary to accommodate the fiscal impact of
staffing through May 24.

Next Steps
Staff will take input from the Mayor and Council, make a determination about compensation
through May 24, and notify all employees of the decision tomorrow, April 21. These decisions
will be made to provide employees with information for planning, but all decisions will be
reviewed as more information about COVID becomes available. The City will remain flexible and
cognizant of the community’s needs.
Work to engage employees in the Administrative Leave category in more work and professional
development will continue. Opportunities for telework employees who are not working in a
full-time status will also be explored. Any new work duties must be completed inside the home
until the Governor’s Stay at Home order is lifted.

Packet Pg. 10

10

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: D & I, Possible Introduction & Possible Adoption
Department: PDS - Zoning Review & Other
Responsible Staff: Jim Wasilak

Subject
Discussion and Instructions, Possible Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to
Permit the Temporary Residential Use of Recreational Vehicles (RVs) and Trailers in Residential
Zones or Discussion and Instructions, Possible Introduction and Possible Adoption of an
Ordinance to Amend the Property Maintenance Code, Being Article XII, Chapter 5 of the
Rockville City Code, to Allow the City Manager to Issue Approvals for the Temporary Use of
Recreational Vehicles and Trailers for Residential Purposes on Single-Family Lots in the City to
Allow Residents to Quarantine in Place During a Public Health Emergency

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council discuss the proposed ordinances. If the Mayor
and Council wish to adopt an ordinance, a motion to waive the layover period must be
approved by an affirmative vote of at least four members of the Mayor and Council prior to
adoption of the ordinance.

Change in Law or Policy
Pursuant to Article IV, Section I of the Rockville City Charter which authorizes the Mayor and
Council to pass ordinances for the protection and promotion of the health, safety and welfare
of the residents of the City, two ordinances are proposed which provide alternate methods for
the Mayor and Council to temporarily permit the City Manager or his designee to approve the
residential use of RVs and recreational trailers on properties zoned for single family detached
residential use for residents of those properties to quarantine in place, subject to compliance
with certain criteria.

Discussion
The proposed ordinances are in response to the Mayor and Council’s desire to consider
allowing recreational vehicles and trailers to be used for residential purposes while parked on
single-family residential properties, on a temporary basis. This would be permitted only to
allow for residents to quarantine in place in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Staff initially pursued Ordinance 1, Attachment A, as the preferred method for accomplishing
this goal. Ordinance 1 temporarily suspends certain provisions of the City Code to the extent
necessary to allow the City Manager to issue temporary approvals to City residents to use
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recreational vehicles and trailers for self-quarantine. Ordinance 1 would expire upon the
Maryland Governor’s announcement of the end of the state of emergency for COVID-19.
Ordinance 1 does not amend any language in the City Code.
In response to questions from members of the Mayor and Council as to whether it would be
preferable to actually amend the City Code to accomplish the same purpose, staff drafted
Ordinance 2, Attachment B. Ordinance 2 amends the portion of the City’s Property
Maintenance Code that prohibits the use of recreational vehicles and trailers for habitation
within the city, described in more detail below.
This discussion section titled “Background" addresses the provisions of the City Code that
currently prevent the use of recreational vehicles and trailers for residential purposes on singlefamily lots in the city. After this background information, each ordinance is addressed
separately.
Background
Two sections of the Rockville City Code prevent the use of recreational vehicles and trailers for
residential purposes on single-family lots in the city. Section 303.13 of the Property
Maintenance Code, being Article XII of Chapter 5 of the City Code, “Buildings and Building
Regulations,” reads as follows:
303.13 Vehicles for habitation prohibited: No trailer, recreation vehicle, car or truck shall
be brought within the corporate limits of the City of Rockville for the purpose of
habitation and dwelling therein for a period of more than twenty-four hours.
In addition, Section 25-16.02.b.1 of Chapter 25 of the City Code, the “Zoning Ordinance,” which
specifies the types of motor vehicles that are permitted to be parked off-street in the city’s
single family residential zones, does not permit the parking of recreational vehicles (RVs) on
properties in the R-40, R-60, R-75, R-90, R-150, R-200 and R-400 zones, including residential
properties in Planned Developments (PDs) with these designated equivalent zones. This section
of the Zoning Ordinance also requires that recreational trailers be parked behind the front
building line of the residence whenever possible. Trailers also may not be used for residential
purposes while parked on a residential lot in these zones.
Ordinance 1 – To authorize City Manager to issue approvals for the temporary use of
recreational vehicles and trailers for residential purposes on single-family lots in the city to
allow residents to quarantine in place during COVID-19 state of emergency
Should the Mayor and Council adopt Ordinance 1, the provisions of the City Code described in
the Background section of this report would be suspended to the extent necessary to allow city
residents, with the City’s written approval, to park a recreational vehicle or trailer on a
residential property for the purposes of allowing persons that reside on the property to
quarantine in place, on a temporary basis.
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Approval of a recreational vehicle or trailer for temporary residential purposes would be
subject to the following requirements:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

The occupants of the recreational vehicle or trailer must be permanent residents of the
dwelling that exists on the lot where the vehicle is parked.
The vehicle must contain cooking, sleeping, and sanitary facilities.
The vehicle must be parked on a paved surface, but otherwise may be parked anywhere
on the property.
There must be reliable water and electric connections between the house on the lot
where the vehicle is parked and the vehicle.
Contents of any effluent (both gray and black water) from a holding tank must be
disposed of in a safe and sanitary manner. It must not be drained directly onto the
ground or into a public right-of-way.
Recreational vehicles or trailers used for this purpose must have a current registration
and display a current vehicle tag.
The installation may be inspected at any time for compliance by the Community
Enhancement and Code Enforcement or Public Works inspectors.

Residents who wish to park such a vehicle on their property under the ordinance would be
required to notify the City that the vehicle is being used for quarantine purposes by emailing
pds@rockvillemd.gov with information on the property address, number of occupants, vehicle
tag number, and certification that all of the above requirements are met. If the information
provided meets the above requirements, the City Manager or his designee would provide a
written approval via e-mail.
Under the attached Ordinance 1, an approval would be granted for 90 days from the date of
approval. The approval would terminate at that time, unless an extension of up to 60 days is
granted.
Ordinance 1 would expire upon the Maryland Governor’s announcement of the end of the state
of emergency for COVID-19. To allow for the conclusion of quarantine periods, all approvals and
any extensions granted under the ordinance before that date would automatically expire no
later than thirty days from the announcement of the end of the state of emergency.
Ordinance 2 – To amend the Property Maintenance Code, being Article XII, Chapter 5 of the
Rockville City Code, to allow the City Manager to issue approvals for the temporary use of
recreational vehicles and trailers for residential purposes on single-family lots in the city to
allow residents to quarantine in place during a public health emergency
Should the Mayor and Council adopt Ordinance 2, the provision in Section 303.13 of the
Property Maintenance Code prohibiting the use of recreational vehicles and trailers for
residential uses within city limits would be amended. The amendment would permit the City
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Manager to issue the same approvals authorized under Ordinance 1, with the following
changes:
-

At the request of certain members of the Mayor and Council, Ordinance 2 would expire
ninety days from the date of its adoption. The Mayor and Council would need to adopt
another ordinance in order to extend the validity period of the new code provisions. In
contrast, Ordinance 1, as drafted, would remain valid until the Governor’s declaration of
the end of the COVID-19 state of emergency.

-

Ordinance 2 permits the City Manager to issue a temporary approval for up to thirty
days, with an unlimited number of additional thirty-day extensions while Ordinance 2
remains in effect. Under Ordinance 2, any approvals or extensions outstanding upon
the expiration of the ordinance would remain in effect until the end of their thirty-day
validity period.
In contrast, Ordinance 1 allows an initial temporary approval of up to ninety days, with
one extension allowed for up to an additional sixty days.

-

Although provisions of both Chapter 5 and 25 (the Zoning Ordinance) prohibit the use of
recreational vehicles and trailers for residential purposes in the city, Ordinance 2 only
amends the language of City Code Chapter 5. Amending the language of the Zoning
Ordinance through a zoning text amendment requires a lengthy public process in
accordance with City Code Section 25.06.02 that is inconsistent with swiftly providing an
alternate means of self-quarantine during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Ordinance 2 avoids the need for an amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance by
simply noting in a portion of the ordinance that would remain uncodified that approvals
granted under the amended Chapter 5 may be issued notwithstanding any conflicting
regulations in the Zoning Ordinance.

Recommendation
Staff recommends Ordinance 1 over Ordinance 2. Ordinance 1 does not change any language in
the City Code, but instead acts as a limited suspension of certain regulations in order to permit
the City Manager or his designee to issue approvals for the use of recreational vehicles and
trailers during the pendency of the COVID-19 pandemic. Because the time period under which
such temporary approvals would be granted is so short, staff believes there is limited utility in
actually amending the language of the Code, as in Ordinance 2.
Possible Adoption
If the Mayor and Council introduces one of the ordinances, the Mayor and Council will need to
waive the layover period by an affirmative vote of at least four members of the Mayor and
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Council in order to proceed to a vote to adopt the ordinance. A vote to adopt the ordinance
needs a simple majority to pass.

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council has received questions on whether RVs and trailers may be utilized to
assist residents who must quarantine in place while maintaining separation from other
household members. The Mayor and Council discussed a proposed draft ordinance at the
meeting of April 13, and decided to add an ordinance on the agenda for consideration at its
April 20 meeting.

Public Notification and Engagement
No public engagement on this issue has taken place to date. If the Mayor and Council adopt one
of the two proposed ordinances, staff will inform neighborhood and homeowners associations.

Next Steps
If the Mayor and Council introduces one or both of the proposed ordinances but does not
waive the layover period, the ordinance or ordinances will be brought back for Mayor and
Council for possible action at a later meeting.
If the Mayor and Council adopts one of the two proposed ordinances, staff will inform affected
staff as well as neighborhood and homeowners associations.

Attachments
Attachment 10.a:
Attachment 10.b:

Draft Ordinance 1 - Residential Use of RVs (PDF)
Draft Ordinance 2 - Amendment to Property Maintenance Code

(PDF)

Packet Pg. 15

ORDINANCE NO.

ORDINANCE: To authorize
City Manager to issue approvals for
the temporary use of recreational
vehicles and trailers for residential
purposes on single-family lots in the
city to allow residents to quarantine
in place during COVID-19 state of
emergency

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE,
MARYLAND as follows:
On March 5, 2020, Maryland Governor Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. proclaimed a state of
emergency and a catastrophic health emergency for the entire State of Maryland pursuant to Title
14 of the Public Safety Article of the State Code, due to the impending threat and continuing
impact of the contagious disease known as COVID-19. COVID-19 is a severe respiratory
disease capable of extensive loss of life or serious disability currently circulating within
Montgomery County, Maryland. Under current medical guidelines, certain individuals are
recommended to self-quarantine.
Although some city residents own or have access to recreational vehicles that could be
used for quarantine purposes, City law, specifically Section 303.13 of the Property Maintenance
Code, being Article XII of City Code Chapter 5, and Section 25-16.02.b.1 of City Code Chapter
25, prohibits the use of recreation vehicles and trailers for residential purposes on single-family
lots in the city and restricts the parking of such vehicles.
Under Article IV, Section 1 of the City Charter, the Mayor and Council of Rockville is
authorized to pass ordinances for the protection and promotion of the health, safety, and welfare
of the residents of the city.
Because the transmission of COVID-19 poses an immediate and serious threat to the
health, safety, and welfare of the residents, businesses, and employees of the City of Rockville,
the City Manager or the City Manager’s designee is hereby authorized to issue approvals to city
residents permitting the temporary use of a recreational vehicle or trailer on a single-family
residential property in the city for residents of that property to quarantine in place. Any City law
prohibiting such use of a recreational vehicle or trailer, including Section 303.13 of the Property
Maintenance Code and Section 25-16.02.b.1 of City Code Chapter 25, is hereby suspended to the
extent necessary to allow approvals issued under this Ordinance.
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Attachment 10.a: Draft Ordinance 1 - Residential Use of RVs (3090 : Temporary Residential Use of RVs and Trailers)

10.a

10.a

Ordinance No.

-2-

Approvals issued under this Ordinance must be in writing and are subject to the following
•

The occupants of the recreational vehicle or trailer must be permanent residents of
the dwelling that exists on the lot where the vehicle is parked.

•

The vehicle must contain cooking, sleeping, and sanitary facilities.

•

The vehicle must be parked on a paved surface, but otherwise may be parked
anywhere on the property.

•

There must be reliable water and electric connections between the house on the
lot where the vehicle is parked and the vehicle.

•

Contents of any effluent (both gray and black water) from a holding tank must be
disposed of in a safe and sanitary manner. It must not be drained directly onto the
ground or into a public right-of-way.

•

Recreational vehicles or trailers used for this purpose must have a current
registration and display a current vehicle tag.

•

The installation may be inspected at any time for compliance by the Community
Enhancement and Code Enforcement or Public Works inspectors.

The City Manager or his designee may grant an approval under this Ordinance for a
period of up to ninety (90) days, which period may be extended in writing by the City Manager
or his designee for up to sixty (60) days for good cause shown.
This ordinance will automatically expire upon the Maryland Governor’s announcement
of the end of the state of emergency for COVID-19. All approvals and any extensions granted
under this Ordinance before that date will automatically expire no later than thirty (30) days from
the announcement of the end of the state of emergency for COVID-19.
**************************************
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by
the Mayor and Council of Rockville at its meeting of ___________________.
____________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell
City Clerk/Director of Council Operation
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Attachment 10.a: Draft Ordinance 1 - Residential Use of RVs (3090 : Temporary Residential Use of RVs and Trailers)

requirements:

ORDINANCE NO.________

ORDINANCE: To amend the
Property Maintenance Code, being
Article XII, Chapter 5 of the
Rockville City Code, to allow the
City Manager to issue approvals for
the temporary use of recreational
vehicles and trailers for residential
purposes on single-family lots in the
city to allow residents to quarantine
in place during a public health
emergency

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE,
MARYLAND, as follows:
SECTION I – That Chapter 5 of the Rockville City Code entitled “Buildings and
Building Regulations” be amended as follows:
Chapter 5
BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
ARTICLE XII. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
***
Sec. 5-287 – Same--Amendments.
The BOCA National Property Maintenance Code, Fifth Edition, 1996 is amended in the
following respects:
***
Section PM303.13 is added to read as follows:
“PM-303.13 Vehicles for habitation prohibited; exception for public health
emergency:
(a) No trailer, recreation vehicle, car or truck shall be brought within the corporate limits of
the city for the purpose of habitation and dwelling therein for a period of more than twentyfour hours, except the City Manager or designee may issue a temporary approval for the use
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Attachment 10.b: Draft Ordinance 2 - Amendment to Property Maintenance Code (3090 : Temporary Residential Use of RVs and Trailers)

10.b

10.b

-2-

of a trailer or recreational vehicle on a property in a single dwelling unit residential zone for
residents of that property to quarantine in place in the event of a public health emergency.
The approval must be in writing and is subject to the following requirements:
(a)

The occupants of the recreational vehicle or trailer must be permanent residents
of the dwelling that exists on the lot where the vehicle is parked.

(b)

The vehicle must contain cooking, sleeping, and sanitary facilities.

(c)

The vehicle must be parked on a paved surface, but otherwise may be parked
anywhere on the property.

(d)

There must be reliable water and electric connections between the house on the
lot where the vehicle is parked and the vehicle.

(e)

Contents of any effluent (both gray and black water) from a holding tank must
be disposed of in a safe and sanitary manner. It must not be drained directly
onto the ground or into a public right-of-way.

(f)

Recreational vehicles or trailers used for this purpose must have a current
registration and display a current vehicle tag.

(g)

The installation may be inspected at any time for compliance by the Community
Enhancement and Code Enforcement or Public Works inspectors.

(h)

The approval may be for up to thirty (30) days. The City Manager or designee
may extend an approval in writing for an unlimited number of additional thirty
(30) day periods for good cause shown.”

(b) Ordinance No. [ordinance number], permitting the issuance of a temporary approval for
the use of a trailer or recreational vehicle on a property in a single dwelling unit residential
zone for residents of that property to quarantine in place in the event of a public health
emergency, shall expire ninety (90) days from the date of its adoption, at which time PM
303.13 shall revert to the version in effect on [date prior to adoption of ordinance]. Any
approvals or extensions outstanding as of the expiration date of Ordinance No. [ordinance
number] shall remain in effect for the duration of the approval or extension, but may not be
further extended.
***
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Attachment 10.b: Draft Ordinance 2 - Amendment to Property Maintenance Code (3090 : Temporary Residential Use of RVs and Trailers)

Ordinance No.

10.b

-3-

SECTION II – Temporary approvals under this ordinance may be granted by the City Manager
or designee notwithstanding any conflicting regulations in City Code Chapter 25, titled “Zoning
Ordinance.”
SECTION III – This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

*********************************
NOTE:

Strikethrough indicates material deleted.
Underlining indicates material added.

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by
the Mayor and Council of Rockville at its meeting of ___________________.
____________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell
City Clerk/Director of Council Operation
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: Discussion and Instructions
Department: Planning & Development Services
Responsible Staff: Deane Mellander

Subject
Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment Application TXT2019-00254, to
Revise the Development Standards for Accessory Buildings in the Residential Zones, and for
Accessory Buildings Located in Both the MXT (Mixed-Use Transition) and HD (Historic District)
Zones; Mayor and Council of Rockville, Applicant

Recommendation
Discuss public testimony and provide direction to staff on further actions.

Change in Law or Policy
The proposed Text Amendment as authorized (Attachment A) would revise the height
standards, maximum footprint, and the rear yard coverage requirements for accessory
buildings and structures in residential zones. The revisions also add a grandfather provision for
accessory buildings built under previous standards and clarify the requirements for accessory
buildings in historic districts, including those in the MXT Zone.

Discussion
On July 15, 2019, the Mayor and Council held a public hearing on Text Amendment Application
TXT2019-00254, which would revise the development standards for accessory buildings in
residential zones, and for accessory buildings that are located in both the MXT (Mixed UseTransition) and HD (Historic District) zones. After Discussion and Instructions on September 16,
2019, the Mayor and Council held a second public hearing on October 7, 2019.
The proposed changes are intended to accomplish the following:
•
•
•

Address concerns expressed by the public about the size and height limitations for
accessory buildings, which many felt were too restrictive;
Include accessory buildings limitations for larger lot residential zones that do not
presently exist;
Impose new standards for accessory buildings on properties in both the MXT and HD
zones to approximate those of residential properties in order to maintain their
residential character, as most were initially built as single-family dwellings; and
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•

Allow for a second story on accessory buildings where the Board of Appeals grants a
waiver from the height limit, if the building is deemed compatible and not contrary to
the public interest.

The Mayor and Council have discussed various aspects of the text amendment during the public
review process, and directed staff to discuss the proposal with neighborhoods. Staff presented
this text amendment and the Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) text amendment with the Lincoln
Park, East Rockville, Twinbrook, and West End neighborhoods. The discussion that follows
includes the resulting staff recommendations to address these issues.
Building Footprint Limitations
The proposed text amendment would eliminate the maximum footprint of 500 square feet for
any single accessory building, while retaining the cumulative maximum footprint limitation for
all accessory buildings on a property:
•
•
•
•
•

600 square feet in the R-60 Zone (10% of minimum lot area)
675 square feet in the R-75 Zone (9% of minimum lot area)
720 square feet in the R-90 Zone (8% of minimum lot area)
900 Square feet in the R-150 Zone (6% of minimum lot area)
1,000 square feet in the R-200 and R-400 Zones

Eliminating the 500 square-foot limitation was supported by the neighborhood associations
with whom we engaged, and staff recommends continuing to include it in the text amendment.
Another concern was raised at the public hearing regarding the impact of accessory building on
properties with very small houses. Staff concurs that a limitation on footprint is necessary in
those instances. We recommend an option that a limitation be put in place to limit the
footprint of any single accessory building to 75% of the footprint of the main dwelling to ensure
that accessory buildings are subordinate to the main dwelling. Staff is open to any other option
that Mayor and Council feels can address this concern.
Additional Height for Accessory Buildings
Councilmember Feinberg requested previously that staff provide criteria for allowing additional
height up to 20’ that goes beyond the finding as initially proposed, that the accessory building
not be contrary to the public interest. Staff recommended that the Mayor and Council consider
that the Board of Appeals must find that:
•
•

The proposed accessory building be consistent with the architectural style and
predominant architectural features of the main dwelling; and
The proposed accessory building be compatible in scale and placement with adjacent
properties in the immediate neighborhood.
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In discussing this issue with neighborhoods, there is a concern among some neighborhoods
about allowing accessory buildings to have a second story, and the potential negative impact on
neighborhood character. While staff continues to find that the recommended criteria address
those concerns, one option would be for the Mayor and Council to remove this aspect from the
accessory building text amendment so that the possibility of a second story would not exist, or
move it to the ADU text amendment, so that a second story would only be possible for an ADU.
Accessory Building Setbacks
Accessory buildings up to twelve feet in height have a minimum setback requirement of three
feet from the side and rear lot lines, with additional setback required for accessory buildings
greater than twelve feet in height. The text amendment has proposed reducing the amount of
additional setback required for accessory buildings that are greater than 12 feet, but less than
15 feet in height, from 3 feet for each additional foot in height to 2 feet for each additional foot
in height. Councilmember Pierzchala had requested graphics with examples of the proposed
changes to the accessory building setback requirements in relation to the current code, and
how these changes relate to the proposed height measurement change (Attachment B). The
attachments show that the minimum setback for a building that has a maximum height of 15
feet would be 9 feet, rather than 12 feet, the current code requirement.
Staff notes that the West End community did not support this change, which, along with the
increase in height, they felt would be potentially detrimental to adjacent property owners. Staff
therefore recommends that the Mayor and Council consider retaining this requirement as it is
currently. The accessory building setback would then be responsive to the impact of additional
building height.
Measurement Point for Building Height
The text amendment recommended returning to the point of measurement for accessory
building height measurement, which previously had been from existing grade to the midpoint
of the gable roof, rather than the peak of the roof. While the impact of this would increase the
overall height of the structure by 2-3 feet, this is within the gable and would not allow a second
story. Measuring height in this way is consistent with how height is measured on the main
dwelling. Staff recommends retaining this change in the text amendment, particularly to allow
for somewhat steeper roof pitches, where appropriate, to allow for a more compatible
accessory building.
Building Footprint Exemption for Historic Accessory Buildings
Mayor Newton requested that staff provide options in lieu of exempting historic accessory
buildings from the calculation of cumulative building footprint, in order to preserve existing
contributing accessory buildings. Staff provided two options that are intended to ensure
historic district properties are not overbuilt with accessory buildings, including
•

Eliminating the historic accessory building footprint exemption from the code and allow
for property owners to apply for a variance to construct new accessory buildings, if
needed;
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•

Eliminating the historic accessory building footprint exemption but allowing for a waiver
for additional accessory building footprint area to be granted by the Board of Appeals.

Staff recommends, in place of the exemption for historic accessory buildings from the building
footprint limitations, to permit the Board of Appeals to grant a waiver to allow for additional
accessory building footprint area for those properties in the historic district. This process is
preferable to a variance, which requires findings for hardship and uniqueness of the property,
and makes meeting all of the criteria difficult to achieve. The waiver process also evaluates new
accessory buildings on a case-by-case basis and provides for public input on potential impacts.
Staff recommends that criteria be established so it can be demonstrated that the new
accessory building would have minimal impacts to the property and neighborhood. Such criteria
could include:
•
•

Whether the location of the proposed accessory building will have a negative impact on
environmental features on the property, such as significant trees; and
Whether the proposed accessory building is compatible in scale and placement with the
overall character of the property and neighborhood.

Because these properties are located in the historic district, a Certificate of Approval would be
required from the Historic District Commission (HDC), which would evaluate the impact on the
district and adjacent historic properties. Staff recommends that the waiver allowance not
exceed 20% of the cumulative maximum accessory building footprint area allowed in the zone
where the property is located. The chart below outlines the maximum additional square
footage that would be allowed for new non-contributing buildings.

Waiver Percentage/Square Footage Recommendation
Zone

Maximum Cumulative
Accessory Building Footprint

Waiver Allowance (20%)

R-40 and R-60 Zone

600 square feet

120 square feet

R-75 Zone

675 square feet

135 square feet

R-90 Zone

720 square feet

144 square feet

R-150 zone

900 square feet

180 square feet

R-200 and R-400 Zone

1,000 square feet

200 square feet
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Staff finds that the additional square footage would allow for a modestly-sized additional
building or building addition to be built and not result in overbuilding of the lot.
Rear Yard Lot Coverage Limitation
Another concern expressed by WECA representatives was that the removal of the limitation on
accessory building coverage in the rear yard would potentially lead to inappropriate
overbuilding in the rear yard with accessory buildings. Their suggestion is to not remove the
overall 25% lot coverage limit in the rear yard. Staff undertook analysis and found that some
lots with small rear yard areas, although relatively rare, could be affected by the removal of this
requirement, which could allow inappropriately large accessory buildings in the small rear yard
if only the overall lot coverage limitation remained in place. As a result, staff does not
recommend removal of the rear lot coverage limitation for accessory buildings in the rear yard,
and notes that this limitation would only impact those properties with small rear yards as
before, as most lots are large enough that the maximum accessory building footprint area
would apply instead. Without the limitation on rear yard coverage, an accessory building built
to the maximum size permitted would appear out of character.
New and Grandfathered Accessory Buildings
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the text amendment, and included the
following recommendations made just prior to the Mayor and Council public hearing on July 15,
2019. The recommendations include:
•
•

Defining what a “new” accessory building is in the MXT Zone (Sec.25.13.08); and
Adding a new Subsection “c” to Section 25.13.08 to address the grandfathering of
accessory buildings in the MXT Zone, similar to the provision for the residential zones.

Proposed subsection “b” below includes an added provision that cross-references to the
proposed new footprint waiver provision in Section 25.09.03.2(c) for consistency of review of
accessory buildings in the historic district, as well as residential zones and the MXT Zone.
The revised subsection 25.13.08 reads as follow (proposed revision underlined):
a. All accessory buildings within mixed-use zones must comply with the provision of
Article 9 of this Chapter.
b. New accessory buildings in the MXT Zone constructed after [date of adoption] and
located within a historic district are subject to the provision of:
1. Section 25.09.03.a.2(a);
2. Section 25.09.03.a.2(b), with the applicable cumulative building footprint being
based on the zone with the largest minimum lot area that does not exceed the
existing lot area of the property where the accessory building is located; and
3. Section 25.09.03.a.2(e) where contributing accessory buildings meet or exceed
the maximum footprint in the applicable zone.
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c. Accessory buildings and structures that were constructed in conformance with the
standards in effect at the time they were erected are considered conforming and
may be modified, repaired or replaced so long as they conform to the standards
under which they were built, except they must maintain a minimum setback of three
(3) feet from the property line.
Staff concurs with the addition of this language to the text amendment.
Breezeways
Staff recommends that a definition for “breezeway” be added to Article 3 of the Zoning
Ordinance so that the term is clearly defined, given that a new regulation is related to
breezeways. The proposed definition reads as follows:
Breezeway: A covered passageway, which may be enclosed or unenclosed, for the
purpose of providing a connection from the main building to an accessory building.
The text amendment proposes to limit the length of such breezeways to 20 feet. This limitation,
combined with the added definition, is intended to limit the potential for extraordinarily long
breezeways, and ensure they connect to accessory buildings that meet the accessory building
standards. No neighborhood raised a concern about this, and staff recommends retaining the
language in the text amendment.
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council provide direction on the following
recommendations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain the Building footprint limitation recommendations to eliminate the 500-square
foot limitation while retaining the current limitations based on zone;
Modify the height measurement point to the midpoint of the roof as recommended
Allow for additional height of an accessory building up to 20’, approvable by the BOA,
move this allowance to the ADU text amendment, or remove it completely;
Retain staff’s recommendation to allow for an increase of no more than 20% in floor
area for new accessory buildings in the historic district on properties that include a
contributing accessory building;
Retain the maximum rear yard coverage limit, as recommended by staff;
Retain the three additional feet in setback for each additional foot of accessory building
height above 12 feet, or reduce it to two additional feet per the original text
amendment;
Include the provisions for accessory buildings in the MXT and Historic District to ensure
there are limitations on such structures to retain the residential character of the original
property;
Retain the recommendation to grandfather accessory buildings built under a previous
standard;
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•
•

Retain the breezeway definition and 20-foot limitation on breezeway length
recommendation; and
Limit the size of the accessory building footprint to a maximum of 75% of the footprint
of the main building.

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council held the initial public hearing on July 15, 2019. One member of the
public addressed the Mayor and Council and provided written testimony. The Mayor and
Council held a Discussion and Instruction session on September 16, 2019, at which time staff
was directed to hold a second public hearing to address issues raised at the D&I session and
provide for additional public comment opportunities.
The Mayor and Council held a second public hearing on this text amendment application on
October 7, 2019. Four (4) members of the public addressed the Mayor and Council and
provided them testimony. The Mayor and Council held a Discussion and Instruction session also
on October 7, 2019, at which time staff was directed to meet with those providing testimony
and work further with the community. Public testimony received up to and including the
October 7 public hearing is included (see Attachment C).
The Mayor and Council have received numerous emails from residents of the West End
neighborhood after WECA president Brian Shipley provided testimony on the text amendment
at the March 2 meeting (see Attachment D). Most of these residents oppose changes that
would increase the size of accessory buildings, particularly with respect to a potential increase
in height so that an accessory building could have two stories, and including opposition to the
proposed reduction in setback associated with increased height. Staff notes that there were
also two emails in support of the changes included in the proposed amendment that were
received in the group of emails from West End residents.

Public Notification and Engagement
Notice of the Mayor and Council public hearings was sent via the City’s Listserv to civic and
homeowners association. The code does not require public notice for a Discussion and
Instructions session.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Planning Commission reviewed the application at its meetings on June 12, 2019 and July
10, 2019, and recommended approval (see Attachment E). The Commission initially had
concerns about the relationship between this text amendment and the related text
amendment for accessory apartments and accessory dwelling units (ADUs). Individual members
discussed other concerns, including the potential for additional height, but ultimately
recommended approval by a vote of 5-1, with the additional text added as noted previously.
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Next Steps
Following discussion and instructions to staff, introduction and possible adoption of the
ordinance to grant Zoning Text Amendment Application TXT2019-00254 will be scheduled.

Attachments
Attachment 11.a:
Attachment 11.b:
Attachment 11.c:
Attachment 11.d:
Attachment 11.e:

TXT2019-00254 as Authorized for filing
(PDF)
Accessory Building Setback Study
(PDF)
Public Testimony through October 7 Public Hearing (PDF)
Public Testimony since March 2
(PDF)
Planning Commendation recommendation (PDF)
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Attachment 11.a: TXT2019-00254 as Authorized for filing (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)

11.a
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11.a
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Attachment 11.a: TXT2019-00254 as Authorized for filing (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)
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Current Accessory Building setbacks – measured from finished grade
at the front of the building to the peak of the roof (gable roof).
•
•
•
•

Height to 12’ = 3’ setback required
Height 12’-13’ = 6’ setback required
Height 13’-14’ = 9’ setback required
Height 14’-15’ = 12’ setback required

Proposed Accessory Building setbacks – measured from finished
grade at the front of the building to the midpoint of the roof (gable
roof).
•
•
•
•

Height to 12’ = 3’ setback required
Height 12’-13’ = 5’ setback required
Height 13’-14’ = 7’ setback required
Height 14’-15’ = 9’ setback required
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Attachment 11.b: Accessory Building Setback Study (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory

Accessory Structure Setback Study

Attachment 11.c: Public Testimony through October 7 Public Hearing (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)

11.c
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Attachment 11.c: Public Testimony through October 7 Public Hearing (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)
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Attachment 11.c: Public Testimony through October 7 Public Hearing (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)
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Attachment 11.c: Public Testimony through October 7 Public Hearing (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)
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Good evening Mayor and Council Members. I’m Brian Shipley, speaking to you tonight
as the President of the West End Citizens Association regarding the proposed zoning text
amendment for Accessory Buildings [TXT2019-00254].
This amendment proposes that backyard Accessory structures in the City could be two
stories high (where they are restricted to one story under present zoning), and could be
two and a half to three times larger, and one and a half times taller, than under current
zoning. The amendment was filed in April 2019, and may soon be on the docket for your
Discussion and Instruction to the Planning Department staff.
At the February monthly WECA meeting, after a robust discussion among our Executive
Board and members of the West End community, a motion expressing the following
concerning TXT2019-00254 on Accessory Buildings was unanimously approved:

- WECA opposes the new limits in the amendment for building sizes, heights and
-

-

property line setbacks
WECA supports increasing the allowable size of Accessory Buildings from the 500
square feet allowed today, to a maximum of
- 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
- 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
- up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots
We support retaining the current height limit of 15 feet, measured to the roof gable
peak, and one story only
We do not support the amendment’s reduction of current property line setback
requirements

I mention the unanimous nature of this vote against most of the proposed amendment to
illustrate the strong consensus in the West End against increasing the height of, or
substantially enlarging, Accessory Buildings. Since much of the neighborhood is
composed of single story and one and a half story houses, residents are very concerned
that two story Accessory Buildings, even if they are constrained to be no taller than the
main house, would be too dominant and overwhelming.

1
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WECA Statement of Position on Proposed Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00254
Community Forum, 2 March 2020

11.d

As I noted, we do support a limited size increase beyond the current 500 square feet to
allow for comfortable-sized sheds or garages. We strongly oppose enlarging Accessory
Buildings to the size proposed in the amendment - which could ultimately enable a
detached second dwelling unit on single family lots1. This would minimize or eliminate
back yards, make streets more congested and over-burdened with parked cars, and further
incent the teardown of smaller, more affordable homes in the neighborhood. We urge you
to reflect the same when you provide instruction about next steps on this amendment.
Since our neighborhood varies widely from large Victorian houses to small post-WWII
houses, guidance, beyond zoning regulations, is needed to assure designs that enhance
and preserve the neighborhood. This need is recognized as a recommendation calling
for Design Guidelines in the Neighborhood Plan that will be coming to you later this
year.

Thank you.

Separate Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255, also filed in April 2019, proposes allowing
occupancy of detached Accessory Dwelling Units.
1

2
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This is consistent with feedback heard as WECA has spent the last four years updating its
Neighborhood Plan. In responses to the neighborhood-wide survey and in public
discussions, residents make it overwhelmingly clear that they want to preserve the green
spaces and single-family residential zoning of the West End.

From: Frank Liu <fliu888@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 4:32 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: zoning amendment TXT2019-00254

The Honorable Mayor and City Council:

Thank you for your service. I am writing in regard to zoning amendment TXT201900254.
•
•
•

I oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory building
height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, I support increasing the allowable
ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500 square feet
allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

Sincerely,
Frank Liu & Shu Zhang
309 Misty Knoll Dr.
Rockville, MD 20850
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From: Amy Brown <sf_brown@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:01:20 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Zoning amendment TXT2019-00254

I oppose the expanded accessory building total size and height allowances, and the
reduced property line setback requirements, in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254.

Thank you,

Amy Brown
110 Evans Street
Rockville

Sent from Amy's iPhone
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From: maxrozar@comcast.net <maxrozar@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:14:36 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Opposition To Zoning Amendment TXT2019-00254

•
•
•

I oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet,
measured to the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, I support increasing the
allowable ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the
500 square feet allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

Maxine Rozar
Lynn Manor Drive
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From: Benjamin Marks <benpmarks@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:23:15 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: TXT2019-00254

I can’t believe I actually have to say this, but I oppose the expanded accessory
building total size and height allowances, and the reduced property line setback
requirements, in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254. This sounds like something a
developer or one off home owner might like to have, but something that would be
terrible for nearly every resident of Rockville... additionally, it sounds like something
that a few rich people would enjoy, but would be out of reach for everyone
else. Don’t change this zoning restriction. We’ve got enough problems dealing with
ugly mega mansions popping up everywhere... let’s preserve as much outdoor space
as possible. Thanks.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jane Karakashian <jkrash36@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 8:10:51 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Amendment TXT2019-00254

Dear Mayor and Council Members,
I oppose enlarging accessory buildings to two stories and the total size allowed by this
amendment, and urge you to reflect the same when determining the next steps on
amendment TXT2019-00254. Thank you.

Jane Karakashian
724 Carr Ave
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Marina Korobov <redrussian97@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 10:45 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories

Greeting
I live in westend and as many in my community oppose the changes in zoning amendment
TXT2019-00254 to accessory building height, total size, property line setback, and the
allowance of two stories
•
•

I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, we support increasing the
allowable ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500
square feet allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots
o
o

Marina Korobov

Packet Pg. 73

Attachment 11.d: Public Testimony since March 2 (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)

11.d

From: Joanne F <gmojanda@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 4:30 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: amendment TXT2019-00254

Hello,
:
•
•
•

I strongly oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, I support increasing the allowable
ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500 square feet
allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

I oppose enlarging accessory buildings to two stories and the total size allowed by the
amendment, and urge you to reflect the same when determining the next steps on
amendment TXT2019-00254.

Thank you,
Joanne Frysiak
325 Beall Avenue
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From: J Lynch <plcinc@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 7:45 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Zoning

Please know that we are against the current plans to change/increase backyard building heights and
locations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Jo Ann & John Lynch
624 Smallwood Rd.
Rockville, MD 20850
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From: Harvey Strine <strineah@verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 9:43 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Oppose Expanded Accessory Buildings

508 Carr Ave.

Rockville, MD 20850-2110

April 6, 2020

Mayor Bridget Donnell Newton
Councilmember Monique Ashton
Councilmember Beryl L. Feinberg
Councilmember David Myles
Councilmember Mark Pierzchala
Dear Mayor and Council:
Harvey and I have lived at 508 Carr Ave. for 51 years. We agree with the WECA position, that we
oppose the expanded
accessory building total size and height allowances, and the reduced property line setback
requirements, in zoning
amendment TXT2019-00254.
Yours truly,
Harvey E. Strine
Cecelia Ann Strine
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From: Stacy Kaplowitz <stacykaplowitz@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 5:43 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: SUPPORT for TXT2019-00254 & TXT2019-00255

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

I am writing to indicate my strong support for the upcoming zoning
amendments TXT2019-00254 & TXT2019-00255. Although I am a member of
WECA, I disagree with its official position.

I believe this should be a step in eventually allowing the by-right development
of 2-6 unit multifamily buildings on large lots currently zoned single
family. This would enhance the vibrancy of downtown Rockville by increasing
density adjacent to the infrastructure already in place to support it. It will also
help advance Rockville toward its goal of being pedestrian friendly, green, and
walkable.

I LOVE living in the West End and I want it to preserve its character and stay
vibrant. Multifamily housing is not threat to our neighborhood's character.

Thank you for your leadership!

Warm regards,
Stacy Kaplowitz
719 Beall Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850
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From: Jane Pontius <jane.m.pontius@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 3:41 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Opposition to Expanded Accessory Building Modifications

TO: Rockville Mayor and Council. Citizens Forum

I am writing to you in opposition to the proposed expanded accessory building total
size and height allowances as well as to the reduced property line setback
requirements in zoning amendment TXT 2019-00254. Please do not go forward with
these proposed changes as they threaten the very character and livability of our may
family-oriented neighborhoods throughout the City.

Thank you.

Jane Pontius
S. VanBuren St.
Rockville
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From: Ilian Bandaranayake <ilian_b@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 8:02:33 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Oppose zoning amendment TXT2019-00254

Hello,

I am a homeowner in the West End of Rockville. I agree with the West End Citizens Association position
on zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 as follows:

•
•
•

We oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
We support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured
to the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, we support increasing the
allowable ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500
square feet allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

Thank you.

sincerely,
Ilian Bandaranayake
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From: Thomas.WEKO@oecd.org <Thomas.WEKO@oecd.org>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 3:24 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: pending zoning decisions

Dear Mayor and Council,

As a homeowner in the West End of Rockville, I wish to note that WECA does not
represent my thinking, nor does it represent the thinking of many other of my friends
and acquaintances in the neighbourhood.

I enthusiastically endorse both current staff proposal for rentable living spaces within
a house as described by WECA in this document, and a careful sequence of zoning
modifications that would make it possible for West End homeowners to build
accessory buildings that permit long-term rental residence.

Homeowners who have aging parents or young adults just starting their careers, for
example, would greatly benefit from these zoning changes. As a long-term caregiver for my late mother, and as parent of three young adults, I would be eager to
consider an accessory building that would permit them to join my wife and I in the
West End.

Zoning laws are meant to carefully adapt to the changing needs of a community, and I
invite you to respond to the many of us whose needs would be best served by these
zoning modifications.

With kind regards,

Thomas Weko
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From: Evan Herring <evanherring@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 7:34 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Proposed Zoning Changes for Accessory Residential Buildings

Mayor and Council,
I oppose enlarging accessory buildings to two stories as well as the total size allowed by
amendment TXT2019-00254.
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only.
I urge you to reflect this sentiment when determining the next steps on the
amendment.
Thank you,
Evan Herring
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From: Michael Dutka <ditko86@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 8:44 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Support for Zoning code ammendment TXT2019-00255-Accessory Dwelling Units
Attachment 11.d: Public Testimony since March 2 (2914 : Discussion and Instruction - Accessory Structures ZTA)

Dear Mayor and Council,
I want to express my wholehearted support for Zoning Code Amendment TXT201900255 which pertains to permitting accessory dwelling units in our detached single family neighborhoods. I
think this is a smart policy that would promote more affordable options
for younger folks looking to live in Rockville. They can also help homeowners who are struggling to pay their
mortgage afford to stay in place since rental income can be used to pay for mortgages. As the value of homes
in our single family neighborhoods continues to rise we need to be looking at creative ways to make sure
Rockville remains a welcoming place to more than just the very rich.
Michael Dutka
713 Shetland Street
Rockville MD 20851
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: Discussion
Department: Recreation & Parks
Responsible Staff: Tim Chesnutt

Subject
Discussion on the Responses to the Request for Information for the King Farm Farmstead (RFI)

Recommendation
Staff recommends the Mayor and Council receive and discuss the proposals received in
response to this RFI. Staff recommends the Mayor and Council provide direction to staff as to
any need for additional information, and any next steps in the process.

Discussion
Four proposals were received in response to the Request for Information (RFI) for Ideas and
Creative Direction for Re-Use of King Farm Farmstead Park that was advertised September
27, 2019. The proposals were submitted by Friday, January 17, 2020.
1)
2)
3)
4)

John McConnell – Hydroponic Farming
Oasis Productions Inc.
Minds in Motion Childcare
Therrien Waddell – GBR Architects, LLC

Copies of the four submissions are attached.
NOTE:

Site-visits to King Farm Farmstead Park were held on the following days to give potential
proposers an opportunity to tour the site.
October 11, 2019
October 18, 2019
December 30, 2019
January 3, 2020
Synopsis of Proposals
John McConnell – Hydroponic Farming
John McConnell is proposing a Hydroponic Farm Operation. This proposal will pay homage
to the historic heritage of the site while recommending a new purpose as a center for
promoting healthy living, serving a s a showcase for community farming in a high-density
urban setting.
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Oasis Productions Inc.
Keenan Cooley with Oasis Productions Inc. is proposing that King Farm Farmstead be used
as a Rockville Co-Op Event Space.
The King Farm Farmstead at Rockville events would be a combination of planned
events in partnership with the City of Rockville and community business partners.
Oasis Productions Inc. would engage all entities to plan events throughout the year
helping to make The King Farm farmstead at Rockville a central place to enjoy
entertainment and Rockville's finest event offerings. Additionally, allowing the use
b y and rental to community members will keep the value for Rockville, while
inviting others to enjoy it as well.
Minds in Motion Childcare
The vision as a company is "On the Go Cakes and Weddings", and for the King Farm barns to serve
as the base of operations while maintaining their historic value. King Farm farmstead is a blank
canvas in which they envision being able to bring their own vision to life. Their experienced event
professionals will offer a variety of packages to suit your needs and bring your visions to life.
Therrien Wadell and GBR Architects
We understand that a fundamental aspect of this RFI is to provide ideas and creative
direction for the City of Rockville's consideration. To achieve this, Therrien Wadell and
GBR Architects believe a comprehensive plan that is site-specific, compact, efficient, and
economical is required. The TW/GBR team understands this RFI is issued solely for
information and planning purposes, and does not constitute a Request for Proposals or
Invitation t o Bid. More importantly, we are aware that responses to this RFI are
subject to Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA) requests. This prevents u s from
p r o v i d i n g s p e c i f i c responses for ideas that a r e solely the intellectual property of
our team. However, we are providing a general vision for what may be achievable on this
site and providing the City with generic information about some multiple possibilities
that may occur there. The TW/GBR team is taking this opportunity, however, to meet
with the City of Rockville and, upon reaching an agreement regarding confidentiality of a
more specific proposal, negotiate with the City of Rockville for the successful execution of
a very innovative site-specific proposal.

Mayor and Council History
The King Farm Farmstead Task Force presented their recommendations to the Mayor and
Council on June 12, 2017. On July 16, 2018, the Mayor and Council held a work session to
discuss further the recommendations in the Task Force report.

Public Notification and Engagement
Members of the King Farm Farmstead Task Force, along with members of the King Farm HOA,
have been notified of the RFI presentation.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Recreation and Parks Advisory Board has been involved throughout the RFI process.
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Next Steps
Mayor and Council to provide direction as to any next steps in this process.

Attachments
Attachment 12.a:
Attachment 12.b:
Attachment 12.c:
Attachment 12.d:

Attachment A John McConnell Hydroponic Farming (PDF)
Attachment B Oasis Productions Inc. (PDF)
Attachment C Minds in Motion Childcare (PDF)
Attachment D Therrien Waddell & GBR Architects, LLC
(PDF)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: Review and Comment
Department: City Manager's Office
Responsible Staff: Jenny Kimball

Subject
Action Report

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council review and comment on the Action Report.

Attachments
Attachment 13.A.a:

MC Action Report Master 2020 _REVISED 041520 (DOC)
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Attachment A
Blue - new items to the list.
Red - latest changes.
Staff/
Dep
R&P

Response
Method
Future agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2014-23

Meeting
Date
9/8/11

Timeline

King Farm Farmstead
Status: Responses to a request for information (RFI) on potential future
uses of the Farmstead were shared with the Mayor and Council on January
24, 2020. The responses will be discussed at the April 20, 2020 meeting.

Ongoing

2015-14

7/13/15

CMO

Future agenda

Purchasing Study Response
Status: An update on the Procurement Action Plan was shared on January
27, 2020. Another update will be provided in July 2020.

Ongoing

2016-12

9/26/16

HR

Future agenda

Vacancy Report
Provide a Vacancy Report to the Mayor and Council at the end of each Quarter.

April 27, 2020 Email
distribution

Status: The Fiscal Year 2020 second quarter report was shared on January
27, 2020 meeting. The next report will be shared with the Mayor and
Council via e-mail by April 27, 2020.
2016-16

10/10/16

PDS

Future agenda

Global Issues on BRT
Schedule another discussion on BRT with the City of Gaithersburg and
Montgomery County, to include broader issues such as governance and finance.
Consider holding the meeting in Gaithersburg.

Ongoing

Status: County transportation is studying alternatives to identify a
recommended alternative for design of the MD 355 route. A recommended
alternative for the Viers Mill route was selected. The project is funded for
preliminary design in the County Budget for FY23.
2016-18

10/24/16

PDS

Future agenda

FAST – Faster, Smarter, More Transparent (Site Plan/Development Review
Improvements)
Provide regular updates on the status of the work.
Status: A FaST update was provided to the Mayor and Council on
November 18, 2019. The next update is scheduled for June 1, 2020.

Ongoing

Attachment 13.A.a: MC Action Report Master 2020 _REVISED 041520 (3093 : Action Report)
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Ref. #
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Attachment A

2017-6

Meeting
Date
2/27/17

Staff/
Dep
CMO

Response
Method
Email

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Minority-, Female- & Disabled-Owned Businesses
Provide updates on the Procurement Division’s activities to engage and support
minority-, female- and disabled-owned businesses.

Timeline
April 27, 2020 email
distribution.

Status: The next update will be provided by email by April 27, 2020. Staff is
researching a veteran’s preference component and will share information
with the material emailed by April 27. A local preference approach for City
procurement will be discussed as a separate agenda item.
2017-11

6/12/17

R&P

Agenda item

Deer Population in Rockville
Continue to monitor the deer population. Consider action steps and gather
community input.

SeptemberNovember 2020

Status: The Mayor and Council directed staff to implement the pilot deer
culling program. Staff will bring required changes to the City Code for
Mayor and Council for approval on June 1, 2020. Given the increased use of
RedGate as a park, staff will bring back on the Mayor and Council’s May
18, 2020 agenda the topic of an alternate location for the pilot program.
2018-1

1/22/18

Finance

Action Report

Utility Billing System
Provide updates on the replacement of the Velocity Payment System, powered by
Govolution.

July 2020

Status: Contracts are in place, a kick-off meeting was held and
implementation underway, with estimated completion in July 2020. By the
end of April, Finance will decide, based on the current environment,
whether the planned July 2020 utility billing system live date will need to be
delayed to the fall of 2020.

2018-7

6/18/18

CMO

Agenda Item

LGBTQ Initiatives
Identify and implement Mayor and Council suggestions.
Status: Comments about future gender-neutral bathroom installations were
shared during the Mayor and Council’s March 2 budget worksession.
Discussion will continue through the remaining budget worksessions. Signs
directing users to the gender-neutral bathrooms in City Hall were ordered
and temporary signs are currently up.

Ongoing
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2018-8

Meeting
Date
6/18/18

Staff/
Dep
CMO/RCPD
/R&P

Response
Method
Town Meeting

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Opioid Town Meeting
Schedule a Town Meeting on the opioid crisis, to include prevention,
enforcement and treatment.

Timeline
Ongoing

Status: A subset of the committee working on a strategic plan for the
Rockville Goes Purple Initiative will convene after the immediate needs of
the COVID-19 response are addressed.
2018-11

8/1/18

PDS

Agenda Item

Neighborhood Shopping Centers
Discuss mechanisms to encourage neighborhood shopping center revitalization
and explore additional zoning and uses

Summer 2020

2018-15

10/8/18

PDS

Future Agenda

Short-Term Residential Rentals
Discuss how to manage short-term residential rentals’ (e.g., Airbnb) impact on
city neighborhoods and explore options for taxing users.

Fall 2020

Status: Short-term residential rentals was discussed on January 13. Staff
emailed the results of additional research requested by the Mayor and
Council on January 23, 2020. The Mayor and Council also requested that a
public hearing be held at a future date.
2018-19

10/15/18

HR

Future Agenda

Volunteer Program
Discuss whether the Mayor and Council want to direct the City Manager to
create a centralized volunteer program.
Status: A report on the number of volunteers and volunteer hours for the
first half of FY20 was provided on the January 13, 2020 agenda. The next
update will be on the July 27, 2020 agenda.
On March 30, the Mayor and Council inquired about the annual Volunteer
Appreciation Party. This is an annual event, hosted by the Mayor and
Council, as a token of thanks to all the volunteers who have contributed
their time throughout the year. Attendees have a buffet dinner and
beverages, and hear remarks of thanks from the Mayor and Council.
Invitations are sent to all the boards and commissions, coaches, senior
center, REDI, Rockville Concert Band, Rockville Chorus, Rockville Civic
Ballet, Rockville Sister City, F. Scott Fitzgerald Literary Festival and other
volunteers. This year’s party is scheduled from 5:30-7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 16 at Glenview Mansion.

July 27, 2020
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Attachment A
2019-1

Meeting
Date
10/29/18

Staff/
Dep
PDS

Response
Method
Future Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline
April 20, 2020

Accessory Structures
Status: The Mayor and Council authorized the filing of a Zoning Text
Amendment on April 8. A workshop was held on May 29th for the public to
learn more about these proposed regulations. A public hearing was held on
July 15 and October 7, 2019. Discussion and Instruction was held on
September 16, 2019. Mayor and Council and staff determined that there are
outstanding issues to continue flushing out and to discuss further at a future
meeting. This topic will be discussed at the April 20, 2020 meeting.

2019-2

2/25/19

R&P/PDS/
CMO

Future Agenda

RedGate Golf Course Property
Veterans Home – Consider the proposed partnership with the Maryland
Veterans Administration to establish a home for veterans at the Redgate property.
Status: On April 13, the State Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs confirmed that
the State selected a site in Carroll County for the second veteran’s home,
and thanked the City for the consideration of a Rockville site.
Master Planning – Prepare a scope of work for a master planning consultant.
Status: With the removal of RedGate from consideration for a home for
Veterans and the feedback obtained during the March 30 Mayor and
Council discussion, staff is revising the approach to plan the future use of
the site and will share a proposed path forward via memo to the Mayor and
Council by the end of April.

2019-4

3/25/19

PDS

Future Agenda

Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) and Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
Discussion of potential City uses of BIDs and TIFs

2019-7

4/1/19

R&P

Memo

Child Care Services
Discuss city provision of child care services (history of the current program,
community need for the service, private sector market, expansion to additional
Rockville locations).
Status: This item was discussed on September 9, 2019. Staff answered
questions about child care cost recovery by email the week of October 14,
2019. A worksession discussion occurred on November 25, 2019. Additional
information was provided via e-mail to the Mayor and Council on
November 26, 2019. Staff is preparing a strategy to follow up on the
worksession discussion.

Ongoing

TBD

TBD

Summer 2020
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Attachment A
2019-9

Meeting
Date
4/1/19

Staff/
Dep
HR

Response
Method
Memo

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Reduction in Force (RIF) Policy
Prepare a Reduction in Force (RIF) policy, to be incorporated in the
Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual update.

Timeline
May 18, 2020

Status: Mayor and Council will consider this policy in the context of the
ongoing review of the proposed Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual
(PPM). The next discussion of the PPM is scheduled for May 18, 2020.
2019-10

4/1/19

HR

Email

Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual Update
Share an update on the status of this effort.

TBD

Status: The draft revised manual was distributed to Mayor and Council on
January 31, 2020 and was discussed at the February 24, 2020 meeting.
Mayor and Councilmembers are forwarding questions to staff who will
provide responses in writing. The next discussion on agenda was planned for
May 18, 2020. That will be rescheduled to a later date to be determined
given the ongoing COVID-19 response.
2019-11

4/1/19

HR

Future Agenda

Retirement Incentive/Employee Buyout Program
Provide information about employee buyout programs and discuss the potential
for a Rockville program.

Summer 2020

Status: Director of Finance provided an update to the Mayor and Council
via email on May 3, 2019.
2019-12

4/1/19

Police

Future Agenda

Parking Enforcement at Street Meters
Share an overview of Rockville’s current program and how other local
jurisdictions handle parking enforcement at street meters, including hours of
enforcement.
Status: Parking meter operations was a component of the Mayor and
Council’s parking discussion on July 15th, 2019. Staff will continue to discuss
this topic with FRIT and will keep the Mayor and Council informed as
developments occur. To support take-out only operations of Rockville food
service businesses during COVID-19 response, parking meter spaces have
been signed as 15- minute curbside pick-up.

Ongoing
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Attachment A
2019-19

2019-20

2020-01

2020-02

Meeting Staff/
Date
Dep
12/16/2019 City
Clerk/Direc
tor of
Council
Operations

Response
Method
Worksession

12/16/2019

City
Clerk/Direc
tor of
Council
Operations

Meeting

Police

Future Agenda

1/6/2020

1/13/2020

CMO

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Boards and Commissions Task Force Work Session – Continue the Mayor
and Council’s discussion of the Boards and Commission Task Force (BCTF).

Timeline
June 8, 2020

Status: The Mayor and Council will discuss the BCTF’s top four
recommendations during a regular meeting on June 8, 2020.
Post-Election Presentation

May 11, 2020

Status: On April 6, 2020, the chair of the Board of Supervisors of Elections
sent a 2019 Vote By Mail Election Report to the Mayor and Council. The
report is posted on the Board of Supervisors of Elections web page. The
Board will present the report to the Mayor and Council on May 11.

Memo and
Future Agenda

Emergency Management Program – Receive an update from the Emergency
Manager on the city’s emergency management program and activities.
Status: Staff is briefing the Mayor and Council on the COVID-19 pandemic
on each meeting agenda. A comprehensive update on the emergency
management program will be scheduled in July 2020 or as soon as possible
after the Emergency Manager’s response to COVID-19 concludes.
5G Wireless Technology

July 2020

May 11, 2020

Status: On March 18, 2020, the Mayor and Council discussed Zoning Text
Amendment TXT2019-00251 on regulating the Installation of Small Cell
Antennas and directed staff to return on agenda with a revised ZTA based
on the results of the discussion.
2020-03

1/13/2020

DPW

Memo and
Future Agenda

Climate Change Efforts - Brief the Mayor and Council on City efforts related to
climate change.

TBD

Status: A memo describing potential future options to strategically support
energy efficiency, renewable energy, greener fleets, and long-term strategic
planning was shared with the Mayor and Council by email the week of April
6, 2020.
2020-04

1/13/2020

Police

Memo and
Future Agenda

Drones and Public Safety – Explore potential public safety issues associated
with drones and how the City could consider monitoring, regulating and
penalizing criminal activity.

Fall 2020
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Attachment A
2020-05

Meeting
Date
1/13/2020

Staff/
Dep
R&P

Response
Method
Email

2020-07

1/13/2020

PDS

Future Agenda

2020-08

1/27/2020

CMO/PDS/
Finance/
DPW

Worksession

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Americans with Disabilities Act – Provide information about the City’s work to
ensure compliance with ADA requirements at City facilities.

May 2020

Status: Staff provided initial information via email to the Mayor and
Council on January 17, 2020. Funding for ADA-related projects is being
discussed by the Mayor and Council in the context of the FY21 proposed
budget.
Affordable Housing Goals - Discuss Rockville’s strategy to meet the affordable
housing goals established by the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments (COG).
Status: Future agenda items will explore paths that the city could take to
meet the COG housing allocation. In addition, staff will conduct a forum
with stakeholders in the development community and building trade
association to solicit feedback on the following items, then bring the
feedback to the Mayor and Council on agenda:
1. Affordable Housing Fee for Small Residential Developments
2. In-Lieu Fee for Condominium Development
3. Require Developments with 50 or More Units to Provide 15% MPDUs
Town Center – Follow up on Mayor and Council direction from the Town Hall
meeting and Urban Land Institute (ULI) report.
Status: A status update and discussion of Town Center initiatives is on the
Mayor and Council’s May 11 agenda.
Parking – Explore improvements to parking in Town Center
Status: Staff is preparing a proposal on parking improvements to present to
the Mayor and Council.
Town Center Road Diet – Study and report to Mayor and Council on
suggestions in the TAP report and Mayor and Council’s discussion.
Status: Public Works examination of options is underway. Funding was
identified for a consultant to continue the examination in FY20. Proposals
were received on April 3, 2020 and are under review.
Real Estate/Broker/Economist Assessment – In the context of the next update
on the ULI recommendations, invite industry experts to dialogue on competitive
challenges to Town Center
Undergrounding of Route 355 – Revisit the information provided to the Mayor
and Council, including community impacts, to formulate an official Mayor and
Council position. Status: Discussion is scheduled for June 1, 2020.

Ongoing

Ongoing
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Attachment A
Staff/
Dep
DPW

Response
Method
Future Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

2020-09

Meeting
Date
1/27/2020

2020-10

1/27/2020

DPW

Future Agenda

I-270 widening – Establish a strategy for negotiating with the State.

Corridor Cities Transitway – provide background information to facilitate the
current Mayor and Council taking an official position on the CCT route.
Status: Discussion will be scheduled for late summer

Timeline
TBD

Ongoing

Status: City staff met with SHA staff and their consultant on February 14,
2020, to begin coordination on a potential MOU. State staff provided
preliminary findings related to the potential impacts of different alternatives
on traffic, parks, bridges, utilities, and storm water facilities. More
information will be needed to develop the parameters to be used for
negotiating an MOU between the City and MDOT. MDOT is preparing to
release an RFQ this spring to seek their private developer partner, and they
expect to complete this process by 2021. City staff will use information
collected to draft parameters for negotiating an MOU with the State for
Mayor and Council discussion and instructions. During the next meeting,
staff will discuss with SHA utility relocation cost and expectations.
2020-11

PDS

Future Agenda

Annexation Options – Discuss annexation options.

Response
Method
Future Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

County Bill 29-19 – Health and Sanitation–Electronic Cigarettes; Bill 31-19
– Health and Sanitation–Electronic Cigarettes – Distribution-Use and
Possession; and Bill 32-19–Health and Sanitation- Flavored Electronic
Cigarettes - Monitor County Council consideration of the Bill, Resolution, and
Text Amendment

Completed

TBD

CLOSED/COMPLETED
Ref. #
2019-16

Meeting
Date
9/16/19

Staff/
Dep
CMO

Status:
On March 31, the County Council voted unanimously to approve the three
bills and ZTA 19-06. Staff shared an email update with the Mayor and
Council on April 3, 2020.
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14.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2020
Agenda Item Type: Review and Comment
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Sara Taylor-Ferrell

Subject
Future Agendas

Recommendation
Attachments
Attachment 14.A.a:
Attachment 14.A.b:

04.27.2020 Mock Agenda
(DOC)
Future Agendas 04.20.2020 (XLS)
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14.A.a

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING NO.
Monday, April 27, 2020 – 6:00 PM
MOCK AGENDA
Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than
those indicated.

Rockville City Hall will be closed until April 24, due to recent issued state directives for
slowing down the spread of the coronavirus COVID-19 and social distancing.
To support social distancing, the Mayor and Council are conducting meetings virtually.
The virtual meetings can be viewed on Rockville 11, channel 11 on county cable,
livestreamed at www.rockvillemd.gov/rockville11, and available a day after each
meeting at www.rockvillemd.gov/videoondemand.
If you wish to submit comments in writing for Community Forum or Public Hearings,
please email mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by no later than 2:00 p.m. on the
date of the meeting.
All comments will be acknowledged by the Mayor and Council at the meeting and
added to the agenda for public viewing on the website.
Drop-In Sessions will resume by phone on Monday, April 27 from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Please sign up by 2 p.m. on the meeting day.
https://www.rockvillemd.gov/formcenter/city-clerk-11/sign-up-for-dropin-meetings-227

6:00 PM 1.

Convene

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Agenda Review

6:05 PM 4.

City Manager's Report

6:15 PM 5.

COVID-19 Update
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Any person who requires assistance in order to attend a city meeting should call the
ADA Coordinator at 240-314-8108.
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Mayor and Council

7:00 PM 7.

Proclamation
A.

Asian-American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month

B.

Proclamation Declaring May as Building Safety Month

Community Forum

Any member of the community may address the Mayor and Council for 3 minutes during
Community Forum. Unless otherwise indicated, Community Forum is included on the agenda
for every regular Mayor and Council meeting, generally between 7:00 and 7:30 pm. Call the
City Clerk/Director of Council Operation's Office at 240-314-8280 to sign up to speak in
advance or sign up in the Mayor and Council Chamber the night of the meeting.
8.

7:20 PM 9.

Mayor and Council's Response to Community Forum - submit written
comments by email to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by 2:00 p.m.
Consent
A.

Approval Minutes

7:25 PM 10.

FY 2021 Mayor and Council Budget Worksession

9:25 PM 11.

Discussion on Scope of Charter Review Commission

9:55 PM 12.

Vision Zero Plan Presentation, and Discussion and Instructions to Staff

10:55 PM 13.

Discussion, Instruction, and Possible Adoption of the Comprehensive
Transportation Review

11:05 PM 14.

Review and Comment - Mayor and Council Action Report

15.

Review and Comment - Future Agendas

16.

Old/New Business
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Mayor and Council

11:30 PM 17.

April 27, 2020

Adjournment
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The Mayor and Council Rules and Procedures and Operating Guidelines establish
procedures and practices for Mayor and Council meetings, including public hearing
procedures. They are available at: http://www.rockvillemd.gov/mcguidelines.
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14.A.b

Future Agendas
Tentative as of 04/20/2020
Meeting : 05/04/20 07:00 PM ( 11 items)

Title

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring Older Americans Month May 2020

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring Women's Health Week May 10 - 16
2020

Consent

5

Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Seventh
Amendment to the Interim Management Agreement Between
the Mayor and Council of Rockville and Street Retail, Inc.
(Herein Referred to as "FRIT") to Temporarily Manage the Town
Square Commercial District and the Town Square Street and
Area Lighting District (Collectively, the "Town Square
Management District") and the Plaza at Rockville Town Square

Introduction and Possible Adoption

10

Introduction and Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter
24 Entitled "Water, Sewers and Sewage Disposal, " Article III,
"Rates and Charges" So as to Establish the Water and Sewer
Usage Charges and Water and Sewer Ready to Serve Charges for
Fiscal Year 2021

Adoption

5

Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the Service Charge Rate
for Municipal Refuse Collection

Adoption

5

Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes
for Fiscal Year 2021

Introduction and Possible Adoption

5

Introduction, and Possible Adoption, of an Ordinance to Levy
Special Assessments For Driveway Aprons Constructed in Fiscal
Year 2019, Project TC16

Adoption

5

Adoption of a Resolution to Close Completed Capital
Improvements Program Projects

Adoption

5

Adoption of Resolution to Declare the Official Intent of the
Mayor and Council to Bond Finance Certain Projects Under U.S.
Treasury Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2

Discussion

20

East Rockville Design Guidelines and Standards: Zoning Text
Amendment Discussion

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Recognizing May as Bicycle Awareness Month

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Attachment 14.A.b: Future Agendas 04.20.2020 (3096 : Future Agendas)

Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

1 HRS 15 MINS
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Future Agendas
Tentative as of 04/20/2020
Meeting : 05/11/20 07:00 PM ( 5 items)

Presentation and Discussion

Title
Board of Supervisors of Elections - 2019 Vote by Mail Election
Report

Discussion

60

Town Center Initiative - Status Update and Discussion

Discussion and Instructions

20

Discussion and Instructions, Project Plan Application PJT201800010, an Amendment to the Preliminary Development Plan
PDP2006-00011 Located at 900 Rockville Pike; J. Danshes, LLC,
Applicant

Introduction and Possible Adoption

45

Introduction and Possible Adoption of Text Amendment
TXT2019-00251 -To Adopt Regulations for the Installations of
Small Cell Antennas

Consent

5

Authorization to Release and Extinguish an Existing Stormwater
Management Easement on Lot 29, Block 2 of the Autrey Heights
Subdivision

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

3 HRS 10 MINS

Meeting : 05/18/20 07:00 PM ( 3 items)
Category
Consent

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)
5

Title
Award WMATA Rider Contract #(Contract #), Diesel Fuel, to
(Vendor) in the Amount Not to Exceed $199,337.
Award of Contract for Diesel Fuel for City Vehicles and
Equipment for a Contract Period Up to (????) Years in the
Aggregate Amount Not to Exceed $(????)

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Recognizing May 18-22, 2020 as National Public
Works Week

Presentation and Discussion

30

Alternative Location for Deer Culling Operation

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)
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Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)
60

HR 40 MINS
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Future Agendas
Tentative as of 04/20/2020

Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Discussion, Instructions and Possible
Adoption

45

Discussion and Instruction and Possible Adoption of Rockville
Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) Agreement

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring June 20 as World Refugee Day

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring June as LGBTQ+ Pride Month

Presentation

30

FAST Project Report

Introduction and Possible Adoption

30

Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend
Chapter 13 of the Rockville City Code Entitled "Miscellaneous
Provisions and Offenses" by Adding a New Article to Amend
Chapter 13 of the Rockville City Code, Entitled “Miscellaneous
Provisions and Offenses” to Add a New Section 13-71 to
Regulate the Discharge of Bows Within the City and to Require
a Bow Hunter to Report the Failure to Recover a Wounded Deer
to City Police.

Introduction and Possible Adoption

30

Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend
Chapter 14 of the Rockville City Code, Entitled “Parks and
Recreation” So as to Amend the Animals; Malicious Mischief,
Damage, Etc; Operating Hours; and Traffic Regulations Sections
Contained in Article III to Allow for the Establishment of a City
Managed Deer Culling Program on City Park Property.

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

2 HR 25 MINS
Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Discussion and Instructions

40

Boards and Commissions Task Force Priority Recommendations

Discussion, Instructions and Possible
Adoption

60

Park Road and North/South Stonestreet Avenue Area Work
Session and Possible Adoption

Category
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Meeting : 06/01/20 07:00 PM ( 6 items)

Meeting : 06/08/20 07:00 PM ( 6 items)
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Public Hearing

30

Map Amendment MAP2020-00119, for the Rezoning of 102
Aberdeen Road from R-60 to R-60 (Historic District) in Order to
Place the Property in a Historic District; Historic District
Commission, Applicants

Presentation

30

Briefing on Project Plan PJT2020-00012, Key West at Fallsgrove,
for an Amendment to the Fallsgrove Planned Development (PD)
to Permit Up to 350 Multifamily Dwellings in Place of the
Approved Office Development at 1800 Research Boulevard; Key
West Center Fallsgrove LLC, Applicant

Adoption

30

Resolution to Adopt Vision Zero Plan

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category
Meeting : 06/22/20 07:00 PM ( 1 items)
Discussion, Instructions and Possible
Adoption
Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

3 HR 10 MINS
Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)
30

HR 30 MINS

Title

Proposed Appointment Selections - 2020 Charter Review
Commission and Scope of Work
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Future Agendas
Tentative as of 04/20/2020
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