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2013 Election Results

City Facilities to
Close Several Days
this Month

Residents Elect New Mayor,
Councilmembers

Voters Weigh In on Rockville’s
Advisory Referendum Questions

Rockville residents elected
Bridget Donnell Newton as
the City’s newest mayor last
month, giving her 3,508 votes,
or 53 percent of the total.
Four councilmembers were
also elected: Julie Palakovich
Carr, Virginia D. Onley, Tom
Moore and Beryl L. Feinberg.  
Newton served two terms
as a councilmember before
seeking the office of mayor.
Two-term councilmember
Mark Pierzchala received 3,086
votes for mayor, or about 47
percent of the vote.
The four new councilmembers received the following
vote totals:
• Julie Palakovich Carr, 4,308
(18.7 percent)
• Virginia Onley, 4,063
(17.6 percent)
• Tom Moore, 4,035
(17.5 percent)
• Beryl L. Feinberg, 3,698
(16 percent)
Moore was elected
to his second term as a
councilmember.
Two additional candidates
ran for council and received the
following votes:
• Donald H. (Don) Hadley,
3,610 (15.6 percent)
• Claire Marcuccio Whitaker,
3,167 (13.7 percent)

Rockville residents had a
chance to share their opinions
about potential changes to the
City’s charter on Nov. 5. The
three advisory referendum questions and their outcomes were:
1. In the City of Rockville, the term
of office for the mayor and the
councilmembers is currently two
years. Do you favor increasing
the term from two years to four
years?
Yes – 3,548 (53.54%)
No – 2,848 (42.98%)
No opinion – 231 (3.49%)
2. City of Rockville elections are currently held every two years, in
odd numbered years. Do you
favor moving the City elections to be held every four
years to coincide with the
Presidential Election?
Yes – 2,767 (41.91%)
No – 3,530 (53.47%)
No opinion – 305
(4.62%)
3. The City of Rockville is currently
governed by a Mayor and four
Councilmembers. Do you favor
increasing the membership of the
Rockville Mayor and Council to a
mayor and six councilmembers?
Yes – 2,843 (42.91%)
No – 3,345 (50.49%)
No opinion – 437 (6.60%)
The Mayor and Council may
consider the outcome of these

Bridget Donnell Newton takes
the oath of office.
Of the 40,494 registered
voters in Rockville,
there was a total of
6,685 votes cast (16.5
percent) in 10 voting
districts throughout
the city, as well as those
of same-day voter registrations and absentee ballots.
Elections are nonpartisan and
held every two years.
All election results are posted
on the City’s website,
www.rockvillemd.gov.
This was the 64th election in
the City of Rockville. The new
Mayor and Council were sworn
in during an inauguration ceremony on Nov. 17 at the F. Scott
Fitzgerald Theatre.

advisory referendum questions
but are not required to change
the charter in response to the
votes. The questions were
recommended for the ballot
by the City’s Charter Review
Commission, which presented
a report to the Mayor and
Council in January.

Rockville’s Glenview Mansion Transforms into a Holiday Wonderland
For four Sundays in
December, the historic Glenview
Mansion at Rockville Civic
Center Park, 603 Edmonston Dr.,
will offer a series of open houses,
designed to get visitors into the
holiday spirit.
This year’s holiday celebration will continue a decades-long
tradition by showcasing the
mansion’s 15 rooms and numer-

Get Into It…
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ous halls, which have been decorated for the season.
A variety of entertainment
and activities will welcome visitors in search of seasonal festivities. All events are held from 1-4
p.m. Mark your calendars for
these dates:
• Dec. 8: Art, Music and
Holiday Cheer
continued on pg. 6…

The mansion is on the National Register of Historic Places.

City Hall and all City facilities will be closed on Wednesday,
Dec. 25 in observation of
Christmas Day and Wednesday,
Jan. 1 in observance of New
Year’s Day. Many facilities and
programs will operate on a limited schedule on Dec. 24 and 31.
From 10:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 12, City Hall will
be closed for an annual employee
recognition event. We appreciate
for your understanding as we
thank City employees for their
service to the community.
Parking fees at City of
Rockville meters will be suspended on Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day (and so on with
the rest of the holiday closings
and openings).
Recycling and refuse will
not be collected on the holidays.
Monday and Tuesday collection
will occur as scheduled both
weeks. Wednesday through
Friday will shift forward by one
day both weeks.
The following are the hours
of operation for facilities and programs during the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays:
• Croydon Creek Nature Center
will be closed Dec. 24 and 31;
and open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dec. 26.
• Lincoln Park Community
Center, Thomas Farm
Community Center, and
Twinbrook Community
Recreation Center will be open
Dec. 24 and 31, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.;
and open Dec. 26 and Jan. 2, 10
a.m.-6 p.m.
• Rockville Senior Center will
close at 5 p.m., Dec. 24 and 31
• Rockville Swim and Fitness
Center will be open Dec. 24
and 31, 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information about
City facilities and programs, call
240-314-5000 or go to www.rockvillemd.gov.

MAYOR & COUNCIL
111 Maryland Ave.
Rockville, Maryland
20850-2364
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IN AND AROUND ROCKVILLE

News You Can Use
Boards and Commissions
Profile: Human Services
Advisory Commission

Rockville Teen Programs Offer
Entertainment, Information
and More

Let Rockville teen programs be the answer to
keeping your teen busy with fun and entertaining
events this winter.
Each Monday during Montgomery County
Public Schools’ winter break, your teen can join
“No School Day” trips. On Monday, Dec. 23 from
10:30 a.m.-5 p.m., teens are invited to paint pottery,
eat pizza and hit the movie theater. Monday, Dec.
30 from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., they can grab a friend or
meet new ones for ice skating and lunch. Both programs include transportation and safe supervision.
Teen trips don’t end with winter break. Does
your teen love skiing? Let Rockville handle the drive
and supervision as teens hit the slopes this winter.
Join the Friday Night Ski Club every Friday night
from 3-10:30 p.m., Jan. 10-Feb. 28. If your teen prefers snow tubing, the Ski Liberty Snow Tubing “No
School Day” trip is Tuesday, Jan. 21.
Rockville teen programs also offer “be prepared”
workshops for high school kids and a daily/weekly
after school program, Middle School Madness, for
kids in grades 6-8.
For more information and to register for these
programs, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/teens.You can
also follow us at our new Instagram account @
RockvilleTeenPrograms or on Facebook at Rockville
Teen Programs.

Register Your Kids for Rockville’s
Winter Break Activities

Rockville’s Recreation and Parks Department
has fun and safe programs during winter break for
your school-aged kids. Rockville provides activities,
space and the environment for a day of entertainment that every kid would love.
Does your child like cooking? Try Thomas Farm
Community Center’s Young Chefs Cooking Series
on Friday, Dec. 27 and Monday, Dec. 30.Would
your child rather run up and down the court?
Lincoln Park Community Center’s Make It Happen
Basketball program on Thursday, Dec. 26 and Friday,
Dec. 27 is a great place to get some energy out and
perfect their shots.
Are your kids and their friends looking for
a place to hang out for the day? Twinbrook
Community Recreation Center’s Winter
Wonderland Fun Days on Dec. 23 and Dec. 30 will
include crafts, organized games and more.
If you have a teen in grades 6-10, they can enjoy
a pottery party and movie on Dec. 23 or ice skating
and lunch on Dec. 30. Transportation and supervision are included in the day’s activities.
Find these activities in the Winter Recreation
Guide at www.rockvillemd.gov/recreation/guide.To
register for these programs, go to rockenroll.rockvillemd.gov.
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Police See a Drop in Red
Light Camera Violations
In August and
September, Rockville’s red
light cameras recorded 47
percent fewer violations
than the same months in
2012, according to Rockville
City Police Major Mike
England.
“This tells me that the
public has become educated
in what the law requires
them to do when they come
to a red light, whether
they’re going to go straight
through or make a right
turn on red,” Major England
says. “Not only does it reduce the number of vehicle
collisions but it also protects
pedestrians.”
The City’s red light camera program is in place to
protect the safety of motorists and the safety of pedestrians. These cameras
capture vehicles that drive
straight through a red light
or fail to stop before making
a right turn on red where
permissible.
At intersections where
red light cameras are installed, there is a set of disks
in the road. If a vehicle is
going at least 13 mph over
these disks, it will activate
the system, triggering the

flashes to go off. These
flashes do not necessarily indicate that the driver is committing a violation.
“For every instance that
occurs, we have our technicians review each and
every citation as well as the
video to make sure whether
a violation did in fact occur,” England says. “If they
come to a full, complete stop
before the stop line as required, then there will be no
citation issued.”
When a right turn on red
is permitted, if the driver
does come to a full and complete stop but is within the
pedestrian crosswalk having surpassed the stop line,
this is considered a violation
and a citation will be issued.
There are currently 10
red light cameras operating
in Rockville. Residents with
any questions or concerns
on the program are encouraged to send an email to
photoservices@rockvillemd.
gov.
Learn more about
Rockville’s red light camera
program, including the current locations of these cameras, at www.rockvillemd.
gov/redlight.

Rockville’s Human
Services Advisory
Commission (HSAC) was
established in 1997 to provide the Mayor and Council
advice and guidance on
human service needs in
Rockville and how to best
address them.
The HSAC monitors
changes in human needs
in Rockville and assists
the Mayor and Council in
deciding appropriate City
roles and priorities concerning human services.
The commission also
participates in oversight
and evaluation to ensure accountability and cost-effectiveness of human services
provided by the City and
City-supported providers.
The Mayor and Council
may also ask the commission to study specific
human service-related
problems and complaints
that have been brought to
their attention.
Recently, the commission met to discuss plans
for this year’s holiday drive,
affordable housing issues,
programs that support atrisk youth and families and
nonprofit activity. The commission meets on the second Tuesday of each month
at City Hall. Meetings are
open to the public.
Carlos Aparicio, community services manager,
serves as the commission’s
staff liaison and knows
the value of having such a
commission.
“The commission plays

a vital role in advocating for
the human services needs
in Rockville. The commission’s role is pivotal in encouraging and promoting
ways to develop new or to
enhance existing services in
areas where there are identified needs in the Rockville
community.
The diversity of backgrounds in the commission
also helps ensure that the
membership discusses issues related to residents
that may not have as strong
a voice in the community. “
The commission is
composed of 11 individuals representing social
service consumers, service
providers and residents of
the Rockville community.
There is currently one vacancy on the commission.
Members serve overlapping
three-year terms.
Rockville’s boards and
commissions provide the
Mayor and Council with informed opinions, thoughts
and ideas that shape the
City. Anyone interested in
serving on a citizen board
or commission may write
to the Mayor and Council,
c/o City Clerk, Rockville
City Hall, 111 Maryland
Ave., Rockville, MD 20850.
Fill out and submit an
Expression of Interest Form
online at www.rockvillemd.
gov/boardscommissions.
For more information on
getting involved, contact the
City Clerk’s Office at 240314-8280.

Recycling Reminders for a Greener Holiday
Rockville will help you go green this holiday season

Rockville will collect
holiday trees as part of its
regular recycling collection.
The trees will be taken to
the Montgomery County
Recycling Center, where
they will become mulch.
The mulch at the recycling
center is available yearround and can be picked up,
for free, at 16105 Frederick
Rd.
Residents should place
cut trees at the curb for pickup on regular recycling days
after removing all ornaments and metals, lighting
wires, stands and decora-

tions, including tinsel. Trees
should not be bagged.
Unwanted artificial trees
should be dismantled and
placed in the gray refuse
cart for regular weekly collection. Artificial trees that
are too large to fit in the cart
can be collected by appointment as one of six bulk collections allowed per year,
or taken to the Montgomery
County transfer station.
For more information
on recycling and refuse
service, holiday tree collection or to make a bulk collection appointment, call

Christmas trees will be
picked up on recycling days.
240-314-8568.
Do you plan on giving
new electronics as a gift for
the holidays? Find products
that help reduce environmental impacts and energy

costs. To find greener electronics, look for third-party
standards such as ENERGY
STAR-qualified and
EPEAT (Electronic Product
Environmental Assessment
Tool) registered products.
For disposing your old
electronics, Rockville provides electronics recycling
collection by appointment.
Schedule an appointment
by calling 240-314-8568 on
weekdays, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
For more environmental
tips throughout the year,
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
environment.
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Mayor & Council
Rockville’s newly elected Mayor and Council, serving a two-year term from November 2013 to November 2015: (from left to right)
Councilmembers Tom Moore and Beryl L. Feinberg, Mayor Bridget Donnell Newton, Councilmembers Virginia D. Onley and Julie Palakovich Carr.

City Monitors
Progress of Bus
Rapid Transit Plan
With the Montgomery
County Council considering a Countywide Transit
Corridor Functional Master
Plan, Rockville’s Mayor
and Council, Planning
Commission and planning
staff will continue to follow
the discussion of the issues,
including a potential Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT) system
that would travel through
Rockville.
City officials offered testimony and have engaged
with the Montgomery
County Council in recent
months on the portions of
the plan that affect Rockville.
The Montgomery County
Planning Board recommends
a 10-route BRT system that
will increase transit access
throughout the county.
BRT vehicles would, where
possible, operate on dedicated
lanes, receive priority from
traffic signals and have fewer
stops than conventional buses.
Three of the 10 proposed
routes will pass through the
City of Rockville:
• Corridor 3: Route 355 North
– between Rockville Metro
Station and Clarksburg;
• Corridor 4: Route 355 South
– between Friendship
Heights and Rockville
Metro Station; and
• Corridor 10: Veirs Mill Road
– between Rockville and
Wheaton Metro Stations.
The master plan is only the
first step in a long – and complex – process, and more work
is needed before the system
is operational. Montgomery
County has established
a Rapid Transit Steering
Committee that will advise
the County Executive and
Chief Administrative Officer
on all aspects of the project as
it progresses.
More information about
the plan and the next steps
in the process can be found
at: http://montgomeryplanning.org/transportation/
highways/brt.shtm and www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/
rts/.

MEETINGS & DROP IN SCHEDULE
All general sessions, work sessions and public
hearings are televised on Rockville channel 11 and are
available on streaming video at www.rockvillemd.gov.
Residents may comment on any subject for up to
three minutes during the “Citizens Forum” portion at
most meetings. Meetings are at 7 p.m. and are subject
to change.
• Dec. 9 (Monday)
• Dec. 16 (Monday)
The Mayor and one Councilmember are available
to meet with residents for drop-in discussions from
5:30-6:30 p.m. one Monday per month in the Mayor
and Council office at City Hall. No appointment is
necessary, but a call to the City Clerk’s office at 240314-8280 is appreciated. Along with Mayor
Newton, the councilmember scheduled is: Beryl L.
Feinberg on Dec. 9.

Connect with Your New Mayor and Council
drop-in sessions. Drop-in
is from 5:30-6:30 p.m. before a Mayor and Council
meeting (schedule available on the City’s website).

Rockville residents have
several ways to stay in touch
with their newly elected
Mayor and Council. These
are just some of the ways
you can stay connected to
the work of City leaders and
share your thoughts with
them:

• SPEAK AT CITIZENS
FORUM:

• STAY INFORMED:
The Mayor and Council
meeting schedule can be
found online at www.
rockvillemd.gov. Within
that site’s Agenda Center,
found on the home page,
you will find agendas for
the Mayor and Council’s
meetings. Staff reports
with background information are included within the agendas. Agendas
are posted several days
before each meeting. You
can also sign up to receive
an email or text message
notifying you that a new
agenda is online by registering your information in
the Notify Me section of
the City website, found on
the home page.

• WATCH A MEETING:
Follow the action in person in the Mayor and
Council Chambers at
City Hall, 111 Maryland
Ave., or from home via
Rockville 11, the City’s
award-winning television
station. Meetings are also
available on demand on
the City’s website the day
after the meeting.

• STOP BY A DROP-IN
SESSION:
The mayor and one
councilmember (the four
councilmembers rotate)
are available to meet
with residents at monthly

Any citizen who wishes
to address the Mayor and
Council can speak for
up to three minutes at
Citizens Forum during
each Mayor and Council
meeting. Priority is given
to speakers who have
signed up in advance by
calling the City Clerk’s
office at 240-314-8280 by
4:00 p.m. on the day of the
meeting and those who
are speaking on a scheduled agenda item.

• SEND AN EMAIL:
mayorandcouncil@
rockvillemd.gov

• TESTIFY:
Public hearing schedule is
on the City website.

• VOLUNTEER:
Join a board or
commission (see vacancies,
page 7).

Rockville Leaders Approve Changes to
Adequate Public Facilities Standards
At the last meeting of
their term in late October,
Rockville’s Mayor and
Council approved a resolution to amend the City’s
Adequate Public Facilities
Standards (APFS), which
addressed several issues
in the standards but did
not relax the rules for development near transit
hubs.
The Mayor and
Council’s action followed
a Sept. 30 public hearing.
The approved amendment
did not include a waiver
allowance for projects in
the vicinity of Metro stations. It reflects revisions
to the initial proposal
based on testimony at the
public hearing and additional comments from the
Planning Commission.
The approved amendment includes:
• Technical and clarifica-
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tion changes
• Allowing certain uses
that have a minor impact on public facilities to be exempt from
the schools and traffic
standards
• Revising the responsibility of the approving
authority for school capacity where there is a
pending annexation
• Revising adequate
response times for
Fire and Emergency
Services.
The City’s Adequate
Public Facilities
Ordinance (APFO) and
APFS establish minimum
service standards for public facilities such as transportation, schools, water,
sewer and fire protection. New developments
are required to perform
studies to evaluate their
impact on public facili-

ties and to mitigate unacceptable impacts prior to
approval. The ordinance
was first adopted Nov. 1,
2005 and last amended
June 6, 2011. Although
Rockville’s APFO is
similar to Montgomery
County’s APFO (adopted
in 1973), some of the standards differ between the
two jurisdictions.
The City has been
considering revising the
APFO in the past couple
of years, during which a
citizens committee and
the Planning Commission
forwarded comments and
recommendations on revisions to the Mayor and
Council.
For more information,
visit the APFO page on
the City’s website or contact Deane Mellander at
dmellander@rockvillemd.
gov or 240-314-8224.

IN BRIEF

Tune In for a Budget
Preview on Dec. 9

The Mayor and Council will receive a preliminary budget overview for the 2015 fiscal year from
City staff at their Dec. 9 meeting.
During this preview and in the coming weeks,
the Mayor and Council will offer guidance and
share their preferences for the upcoming budget
prior to the bulk of the City’s internal budget planning process. Budget staff will return to the Mayor
and Council in February with a second preview,
sharing information that develops over the winter
months, including how various legislative matters
are expected to affect Rockville’s budget.
City Manager Barb Matthews is expected to
present the proposed FY15 budget to the Mayor
and Council on March 17. Worksessions and public hearings will follow in March and April, with specific dates to be determined.
The Mayor and Council are expected to adopt
the FY15 budget in mid-May. The new fiscal year
begins July 1.
Stay informed throughout the budget process
by visiting www.rockvillemd.gov/budget or by calling the Finance Department at 240-314-8400.

Rockville Thanks Marcuccio,
Hall and Pierzchala

Mayor
Phyllis Marcuccio

Councilmember
John F. Hall, Jr.

Councilmember
Mark Pierzchala

The City of Rockville
would like to thank former
Mayor Phyllis Marcuccio and
Councilmembers John F. Hall Jr.
and Mark Pierzchala for their
years of service.
Marcuccio served for two
terms as a councilmember
and two terms as mayor. Hall
served two terms as a councilmember from 2001-2005 and
completed a third term from
2011-2013. Pierzchala served
two terms as a councilmember
from 2009-2013.
During their time in office,
Marcuccio, Hall and Pierzchala
worked to improve the quality
of life for Rockville residents
and to enhance the performance of the City government.
The City wishes them well
in their future endeavors.

LEARN MORE ON
CHANNEL 11
Watch a short video about the
election to learn more.
www.youtube.com/cityofrockville
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Rockville Undertakes Citywide Bridge Rehabilitation
City Takes Proactive Approach
to Bridge Rehabilitation
With high-profile incidents leading to greater concern for
our nation’s aging infrastructure in recent years, Rockville’s
Department of Public Works remains committed to maintaining
the city’s bridges through a proactive, sustainable approach.
The City uses a three-phase approach of assessment, design
and construction that meets the Mayor and Council’s goal for
sustainable infrastructure. This approach involves attacking minor problems early, so they don’t become major problems that
threaten safety and lead to more costly repairs. According to the
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE):
• Nationally, more than 200 million trips are taken daily over
deficient bridges.
• The United States has 607,380 bridges, the average age of
which is 42 years old.
• Of the 5,294 bridges in Maryland, 368 are “structurally deficient” and 1,099 are “functionally obsolete.”
Bridges deemed “structurally deficient” or “functional ob-

Glossary of Bridge Terms

solete” are not necessarily unsafe. Structural assessments and
condition ratings determine whether a bridge should be classified structurally deficient. Functional adequacy compares a
structure’s geometric configuration to current bridge standards
and demands. Disparities could lead to a bridge being classified
as functionally obsolete.
Based on Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) standards, Rockville does not have any structurally deficient bridges.
Six bridges are considered functionally obsolete.
Under the City’s bridge rehabilitation program, all of the
City’s 18 long-span bridges, 40 small structures and 43 pedestrian bridges have undergone assessments. 44 projects are either
complete, ongoing or scheduled for repair in fiscal year 2014.
Future rounds of assessments and repairs are also scheduled.
A contractor hired by the City to repair bridges and pipe
culverts began work in April. Repairs for the 44 projects are expected to be completed by June 30, 2014.

BRIDGE: A structure carrying a road, path, railway, or canal
across a river, ravine, road railroad or other obstacle.
SUPERSTRUCTURE: Bridge component that spans the obstacle
the bridge is intended to cross. This includes bridge deck, beams,
expansion joints, parapets (barriers), handrails, sidewalks and lighting.
SUBSTRUCTURE: Components of a bridge that support the superstructure. This includes abutments, piers, footings, piling, etc.
CULVERT: A drain, pipe or channel that allows water to pass under a road, railroad or embankment.
HEADWALLS AND ENDWALLS: Small retaining walls placed
at the inlet (headwall) or outlet (endwall) of a stormwater pipe or
culvert. Also, a wall built at a pipe opening to support a road, path
or other surface and protect it from erosion. These walls protect
the ends of pipes and are designed to restrain soils.
CONCRETE SPALL: The surface where concrete has peeled,
popped out or flaked off. Spalling is the result of water entering
concrete and can be due to corrosion of the steel reinforcement
bars.

A Closer Look at Rockville’s Bridges
City Structures and their Classification
Rockville has 101 bridges and small structures, including 18 long-span vehicular bridges, 40 short-span vehicular bridges and 43
pedestrian bridges. For a full list of bridges in the city, including which rehabilitation projects are complete, ongoing or scheduled,
visit rockvillemd.gov/bridgerehab.

Bridge Components

Rehabilitation and Improvements
Bridge repair is prioritized based on structural improvements recommended in the bridge inspection reports. Repairs
can be major or minor and may warrant structure replacement.
Examples include:
• All structures: concrete crack sealing, concrete spall repair, tree and debris removal, guardrail repair, chain link

•

•

fence installations and stream stabilization.
Long-spans: expansion joint replacement, bearing pad replacement, concrete deck replacement, and clean and paint
steel beams
Small structures: lining pipe inverts (bottom) with
concrete

Different Looks of a Bridge

BRIDGE SCOUR: The removal of sediment, sand or rocks in a
stream bed from around bridge abutments or piers caused by swiftly
moving water.

While most bridges are raised and visible to the public, here are some examples of structures that are part of the bridge rehabilitation program:

❝ Bridges are an essential life-safety function for our

Long-span bridge:

Small structure:

Pedestrian bridge:

Structures with a span greater than 20
feet between supports that carry traffic.
In Rockville, these include steel-beam
bridges and culverts (pipes).

Structures spanning 6 to 20 feet between supports. These can be culverts,
noise walls or retaining walls.

Structures of any length that carry only
pedestrians. Five pedestrian bridges in
Rockville are in the right-of-way and
therefore maintained by DPW. Another 38 outside the right-of-way are
maintained by the City’s Department
of Recreation and Parks. Of these 38,
three were repaired in FY14, with five
proposed to be repaired in FY15.

community. Our bridges are getting to that age where
they’re starting to show more signs of need. A bridge program
is essential to the safety of the community and that
starts with inspection and timely repairs in
responding to those inspection reports.” ~
— Craig Simoneau, director of the Department of Public Works

Assessment

Design

Construction

Long span bridges

Montgomery County

DPW

DPW

Small structures

DPW

DPW

DPW

Pedestrian

DPW

DPW/R&P*

DPW/R&P*

DPW = Department of Public Works

What Residents Can Expect

R&P = Recreation and Parks

*Five in the right-of-way are DPW, 38 in parks are R&P

Funding At a Glance
The Mayor and Council approved funding of the bridge
rehabilitation program as part of the annual capital improvements program. The bridge rehabilitation program is currently funded at $3,581,000 over the next five years through
fiscal year 2018. These funds will be used to assess, design
and rehabilitate Rockville’s structures.
On Jan. 7, 2013, the Mayor and Council awarded a contract for the first phase of bridge rehabilitation construction
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Wootton Parkway box culverts
near Preserve Parkway – Concrete
box culvert (two cells), classified as a
long-span bridge.

Carnation Drive pipe culverts
near Aster Boulevard – Corrugated
metal pipe arches (CMPAs), classified as
a small structure.

Maryland Avenue Pedestrian
Tunnel near New Mark Commons
– Underground structure that runs beneath Maryland Avenue, classified as a
small structure.

Lakewood Pedstrian Bridge –
Structure for pedestrians that spans
over Wootton Parkway.

Wootton Parkway Bridge – Longspan steel beam structure that crosses
over Interstate 270.

Get an inside look at some of the City’s bridges that are
undergoing or have undergone rehabilitation. Watch the City
of Rockville’s cable channel for up-to-date news and for the full
LEARN MORE ON segment on Rockville’s bridge rehabilitation program at www.
CHANNEL 11
youtube.com/cityofrockville

Bridge Management in Rockville
Phases of Rehab:

Monroe Street Bridge between
East Montgomery Avenue and
Monroe Place – This long-span structure provides underground access to
loading docks serving Montgomery
County offices and the Regal Row
merchants.

in an amount not to exceed $1 million.
Assessment of long-span bridges is funded by the Federal
Highway Administration and is mandated to occur every two
years. City funds are used to assess small structures no less
than once every four years and pedestrian bridges no less
than every six years.
Future funding for this project is subject to appropriation
by the Mayor and Council. (See chart at right, on page 5.)

The duration of each project in
the program varies from one week
to several weeks to complete.
Impacts may include construction
noise, parking restrictions and traffic interruptions.
City staff will notify residents
and businesses in affected areas via
neighborhood advisories or other
literature in advance. Appropriate
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signage will be posted for motorists in the event of on-street parking restrictions or traffic detours.
If you have questions about
the City’s bridge rehabilitation
program, contact Public Works
at 240-314-8500. Learn more
online at www.rockvillemd.gov/
bridgerehab.

Current and Future Appropriation Funding for Bridge Rehab by DPW (adopted FY14 CIP budget)
FY 2014

FY 2015

FY 2016

FY 2017

FY 2018

Plan/Design/
Inspection

$296,000

$96,000

$250,000

$125,000

$110,000

Construction

$804,000

$1,225,000

$250,000

$175,000

$250,000

$1,100,000

$1,321,000

$500,000

$300,000

$360,000

		

TOTAL
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THINGS TO DO IN ROCKVILLE

Arts & Entertainment
Celebrate the Holidays at the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre

Bridal gown modeling is included at the
expo.

Save the Date:
Glenview Mansion Bridal Expo

Getting married or have a family member
or friend getting married? Don’t miss Glenview
Mansion’s 15th annual Bridal Expo on Jan. 26 from
12-4 p.m.
More than two dozen caterers, florists, photographers, DJs, bakeries and other vendors will attend
this popular wedding event. Informal modeling of
wedding gowns will take place throughout the afternoon courtesy of Fairytale Brides on a Shoestring
of Rockville. Browse through wedding albums to see
which photographer best suits your needs. Visitors
can taste cakes brought by vendors as well.
While at the expo, take a tour of Glenview
Mansion, at 603 Edmonston Dr., and its formal terraced gardens. Sitting atop a 153-acre park, the pillared mansion was built in 1926 to entertain and
has hosted hundreds of weddings and other social
occasions.
If you can’t make it to the Bridal Expo, schedule
a tour or learn more about Glenview Mansion by
calling 240-314-8660 or visiting www.rockvillemd.
gov/glenview.

Holiday Events at Glenview
continued from pg. 1…

1:15 p.m.: Richard Montgomery Madrigals
1:30-3:30 p.m.: Rockville Art League Exhibit
Opening
2:15 p.m.: Harmony Express – A Men’s A Cappella
Chorus
3:15 p.m.:The Encore Singers
• Dec. 15: Children’s Day with Santa and
Mrs. Claus
1:15 p.m.: Heavenly Handbells of Trinity Lutheran
Church
3 p.m.: Joy Bodycomb with “Just Two”
• Dec. 22: Sweet Sounds of Music
1:15 p.m.: Capital Accord Chorus
2:15 p.m.: Heart of Maryland Chorus, Sweet
Adelines
3:15 p.m.: Philomena
• Dec. 29: Open house
Enjoy the decorations and take a self-guided tour.
Glenview Mansion, including its art gallery, is open
to the public Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m.4:30 p.m.Visitors should call before visiting to ensure
there are no private events scheduled. For information about Glenview Mansion, call 240-314-8660.
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Make sure your holiday
plans include attending one
or all of these shows at the
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre.
Join Clara on her magical journey in the Rockville
Civic Ballet’s production
of the holiday classic, “The
Nutcracker.” Shows are on
Saturdays, Dec. 7 and 14, at
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and on
Sundays, Dec. 8 and 15, at
2 p.m.
Tickets for “The
Nutcracker” are $17 for
adults and $13 for children
(12 and under) and seniors
(60 and older). Group rates
are available at $16.50 for
seven or more adult tickets
and $12.50 for 10 or more
children/senior tickets.
For more information, call
240-314-8690.
Enjoy holiday mu-

sic from the
Rockville
Concert Band
on Sunday,
Dec. 22, at 3
p.m. The band
will play seasonal music at
the “Holiday
Traditions”
concert. No
tickets are required for this
concert but a
The Rockville Civic Ballet presents The Nutcracker this month.
$5 suggested
donation is apthe holiday spirit. This conThe facility and its social
preciated. For more inforcert is free and donations are hall are available for confermation, call 240-314-8681.
accepted. For more informaences, seminars and other
Stick around on Dec. 22
tion, call 240-314-8682.
meetings.
for the Rockville Chorus
The F. Scott Fitzgerald
For more information
performance at 7:30 p.m.
Theatre is a 446-seat facility
on these shows, visit www.
The chorus will presfor the performing arts that
rockvillemd.gov/theatre.
ent “Classic Songs for a
is used by both community
The facility is located in
Winter’s Night” to get you
theatrical groups and proRockville Civic Center Park,
and the whole family into
fessional touring companies. 603 Edmonston Dr.

Register for Winter
Recreation on Dec. 5
Stay active with classes and programs found in
the City of Rockville’s
Winter Recreation guide.
Recreation registration
starts on Dec. 5 for
Rockville residents and
Dec. 12 for non-residents.
You can view
the recreation guide
at www.rockvillemd.gov/
recreation/
guide and
register online at rockenroll.
rockvillemd.
gov.
Try new
ways to keep your energy
up and your extra holiday
pounds down. Rockville
Swim and Fitness
Center’s new program,
Indoor Cycle Training for
Triathletes, can keep you
cycling through the winter months. Grab your
bike and stationary trainer and join the class for
an intense workout.
Always wanted to try
yoga but weren’t sure
where to start? In the
Yoga – Introduction class,
adults ages 16 and older
can learn the basic poses.
Older residents can join
Rockville Senior Center’s
Fitness Center and be on
the road to better health.

Walk on the treadmill,
use weight machines or
meet with a wellness
coach and fitness
trainers.
Several after school
programs keep your
school age kids occupied
in a safe and
fun environment.
Computer
lab, crafts,
organized
games and
other enrichment activities are
also available. If you
are looking
for inspiration this winter, try one of our cooking classes or wine
workshops. Moms and
dads can enjoy a night
out when you drop your
kids off at Croydon
Creek’s first Nature
Center Night Out for
kids 7-12 years old. They
can enjoy a night hike
and nature talk followed
by a campfire and campfire snacks.
If you missed the
winter recreation guide
in the mail, you can find
it at City Hall, the
Rockville and
Twinbrook libraries and
Rockville community
centers.

Artist Mimi Hegler’s painting entitled “From the Garden”
will be on display at December’s free exhibit.

The Rockville Art League
Returns to Glenview Mansion
From sculptures to paintings, artwork of various media
will be on display for the
Glenview Mansion Art
Gallery’s free exhibit in
December. The mansion is located in Rockville Civic Center
Park, 603 Edmonston Dr.
Members of the Rockville
Art League will return to the
gallery for their annual juried show, which runs from
Sunday, Dec. 8 through
Tuesday, Dec. 31. The show
will open with a reception in
conjunction with the holiday
open house on Sunday, Dec. 8,
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. For more details on the open house, see page 1.
The Rockville Art League
was formed by a group of
professional and amateur artists in 1957 to promote the development of fine arts within
its membership and the

community.
Admission to the gallery is free. Gallery hours
are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday
from 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; and
closed on official City holidays. The Glenview Mansion
Art Gallery is wheelchair
accessible.
The Glenview Mansion
Art Gallery is housed on the
second floor of the historic
mansion. The gallery hosts
monthly exhibits featuring the
work of Rockville visual artists and performing groups.
For more information on
the Rockville Art League
exhibit and other monthly
shows, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/arts or contact Julie
Farrell at 240-314-8682 or jfarrell@rockvillemd.gov.

Connect with us
on Social Media.
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FACILITIES ADDRESSES
AND PHONE NUMBERS
• Glenview Mansion Art
, Rockville
Gallery
Civic Center Park, 603
Edmonston Drive
• F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
, Rockville Civic Center
Park, 603 Edmonston Drive

December Calendar
R = Residents • NR = Non Residents • MEM = Member • NM = Non Member

from 10:15-11:15 a.m. Register
for course number 44474; cost is
$5 M/$7 R/$10 NR.

• Croydon Creek Nature
Center
, Rockville Civic Center Park, 852 Avery
Road. Note: Registration
required, register online at
www.rockvillemd.gov or call
240-314-8770.

10

• Rockville Senior Center
, 1150 Carnation Drive.
Call 240-314-8800.
•   Rockville City Hall
111 Maryland Ave. Call
240-314-5000.

7 Gingerbread House (Adult/

Child) Build your own gingerbread house for the holidays from
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Thomas
Farm Community Center, 700
Fallsgrove Dr. Register for course
number 44495; cost is $40 R/$45
NR. Fee includes one house and
all decorating supplies. Adult participation is required.

Holly Jolly Holidays The
senior center’s performing group,
The Carnation Players, present
their next installment of high
jinks and hilarity with a holiday
theme. The celebration will also
include the senior dance troupe,
The Show Stoppers. Join in on
the holiday festivities from 1-2:30
p.m. in the Carnation Room.
Register for course number
44458. Light refreshments will
be served. Free MEM/$5 R&NM.

start on holiday shopping at the
Holiday Bazaar from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. Sponsored by the Rockville
Seniors, Inc., handmade crafts,
books, a bake sale and more will
be at the event. Free.

7,8,14,15 The Nut-

December

cracker Presented by the
Rockville Civic Ballet See this
holiday classic right here in Rockville. Saturday shows are at 2
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Sunday shows
are at 2 p.m. See page 6 for more
information.

3 Backing Up Your Com-

8,15,22,29 Glen-

puter for Seniors – Beginner
Backing up the files on your
computer is an often neglected
task. Learn how to do it from 10
a.m.-noon. Register for course
number 44816; cost is $7 M/$9
R/$13 NR.

view Mansion Holiday Open
House The historic mansion will
transform into a holiday wonderland complete with art and
entertainment for four Sundays
in December. All events run from
1-4 p.m. and are free and open to
the public. See page 1 for more
information.

8-31 Glenview Mansion

5 Wines of Argentina and

Uruguay Open to adults 21 and
older, this workshop will cover
the wine making history, geography and climate of several
regions of these two countries.
Wines from the most significant
areas will be presented for
tasting and comment. Register
for course number 44510. The
workshop runs from 7:30-9:30
p.m.; cost is $35 R/$39 NR.

Art Gallery Exhibit The Rockville Art League returns to the
Glenview Mansion for their juried
members’ show. An opening reception for the artists will be held
on Sunday, Dec. 8, in conjunction with the scheduled holiday
open house from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
See page 6 for more information.

9 Peeking at the Presidents

– William Henry Harrison
Joan Adams, college professor,
will present an in-depth view
of the times and issues former
President William Henry Harrison
faced. Known for his bravery in
battle, Harrison served as president for the shortest amount of
time. Join us in the Card Room

the Card Room from 10:15-11:15
a.m. Register for course number
44478. Cost is $5 M/$7 R/$10
NR.

22 Rockville Concert Band

Performance Celebrate the
holidays with the Rockville Concert Band. The band will perform
seasonal music at their “Holiday
Traditions” concert beginning at
3 p.m. No tickets are required for
the show but a $5 suggested donation is appreciated. See page
6 for more information.

22 Rockville Chorus Per-

26,27 Make it Happen

Basketball Open to grades 4-9,
this program will teach the fundamentals and increase your speed
and footwork with special speed
and agility training at Lincoln Park
Community Center, 357 Frederick Ave. The program is taught
by Rockville semi-professional
basketball players and coaches.
Register for course number
44990 for the Dec. 26 session
or for course number 44991 for
Dec. 27. Both sessions run from
9 a.m.-noon and cost $30 R/$40
NR. You can also sign up for both
dates with course number 44992
at a cost of $50 R/$70 NR.

formance The Rockville Chorus
presents “Classic Songs for a
Winter’s Night” at 7:30 p.m. The
concert is free and donations
are accepted. See page 6 for
more information.

12,14 Nature Tots – Birds
of Prey (Adult/Child) Spend
time with your child discovering
the wonders of nature from 1011:30 a.m. This month’s nature
topic is birds of prey. A naturalist will help you explore a new
nature topic through nature play,
crafts, stories and hikes. Dress
for the weather. Adult participation is required. For the Dec. 12
session, register for course number 44800; for Dec. 14, register
for course number 44801. Cost
is $8 R/$10 NR.

Movie Students in grades 6-10
can have fun on their day off
with their peers painting pottery pieces while listening to
music, socializing and enjoying
a pizza lunch. A trip to the movies (rated PG/PG-13) will follow.
The fun-filled day runs from 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Cost is $16 R/$20
NR; cost includes pottery, pizza,
movie ticket, transportation and
supervision. Register for course
number 45881; register by Dec.
13. The trip departs from Julius
West and Wood middle school.

Open to grades 3-6, enjoy a
night out with friends from 7-9:30
p.m. at the Thomas Farm Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove
Dr. Have a blast jumping on an
oversized moon bounce and
challenging friends to a game of
giant Jenga and KerPlunk. Music
and crafts are included and refreshments will be sold. Register
for course number 44508; cost is
$7 R/$10 NR. Fee at the door is
$10 R/$15 NR.

16 First Ladies of the U.S.

-  Anna Tuthill Symmes Harrison Join college professor Joan
Adams to learn about the lives of
the women behind the men. This
installment of the series will take
a look at Anna Tuthill Symmes
Harrison, the first of the first ladies to have a formal education.
She never saw the White House
since she did not accompany
her husband to Washington for
his inauguration. Learn more in

23,30 Winter Wonder-

land Fun Day Escape the cold
this winter by joining the fun
indoors. Activities will include
sports, crafts and organized
games each day. Wear comfortable clothing and athletic
shoes. Bring a bag lunch. The
program is open to ages 5-11
and will be held at the Twinbrook
Community Recreation Center,
12920 Twinbrook Pkwy., from 9
a.m.-5 p.m. For the Dec. 23 session, register for course number
45843; for Dec. 30, 45844. Cost
is $25 R/$29 NR.

sory Commission Meets the
second Tuesday of the month
at 7 p.m. Learn more about this
commission on page 2.

10 Traffic and Transporta-

tion Commission 7:30 p.m. The
November/December meetings
will be combined for this date.
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Planning Commission 7
p.m. Meetings are televised live
on Rockville 11.

14 Board of Appeals 9 a.m.
Meets the second Saturday of
the month. Meetings are televised live on Rockville 11.

p.m. Meets the third Tuesday of
each month. Meetings are held
at the Rockville Senior Center,
1150 Carnation Dr.

18

27,30 Young Chefs Cook-

ing Series Kids in grades 1-5
can learn how to prepare snacks
and be introduced to good table
manners and nutrition. The class
is held from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Thomas Farm Community Center,
700 Fallsgrove Dr. For Dec. 27,
register for course number 44505;
for Dec. 30, register for 44506.
Cost is $40 R/$45 NR. Games
and crafts will also be included;
fee includes an apron. Bring a
lunch.

30 Ice Skating and Lunch

13 Late Night: Super-Sized

10 Human Services Advi-

17 Rockville Seniors, Inc. 1

23 Pottery Party and

7 Holiday Bazaar Get a jump
Rockville offers a variety of classes and
programs each season.
Find something that
interests you at www.
rockvillemd.gov/recreation/guide.

For the most up-to-date event
listings visit www.rockvillemd.
gov or sign up for the E-Letter:
Just click on “subscribe to news”
on the left side of the home
page, enter your name and
email, and choose City Events.

Teens in grades 6-10, grab your
friends or make new ones and hit
the ice for this “No School Day”
trip. We’ll head to the local ice rink
and enjoy skating, music and fun.
Bring money for lunch. Pick-up
and drop-off from Julius West and
Wood Middle Schools. The trip
runs from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Register
by Dec. 13 for course number
45886. Cost is $12 R/$15 NR; this
includes fees, skate rental, transportation and supervision.

Rockville Housing Enterprises 6:30 p.m. Meets the
third Wednesday of each month.
Meetings are held at 621A
Southlawn Ln.

18 Sign Review Board 9

a.m. Meets on an as-needed
basis.

19 Senior Citizens Com-

mission 1 p.m. Meets the third
Thursday of the month. Meetings
are held at the Rockville Senior
Center, 1150 Carnation Dr.

19 Historic District Com-

mission 7:30 p.m. Meets the
third Thursday of each month.
Meetings are televised live on
Rockville 11.

Vacancies

To learn more about any board or
commission, call the City Clerk’s
Office at 240-314-8280 or go to
www.rockvillemd.gov.
The City is seeking applicants for:
• Cultural Arts Commission (1)
• Ethics Commission (5)
• Environment Commission (1)
• Historic District Commission
(1)
• Human Services Advisory
Commission (1)
• Landlord Tenant Affairs ComMeetings are held at City Hall, 111
mission (2)
Maryland Ave., unless otherwise • Personnel Appeals Board (3)
noted.
• Recreation and Parks Foundation, Inc. (1)
Rockville Bicycle Advisory • Retirement Board (1)
• Rockville Economic DevelopCommission 7 p.m. Meets the
ment Inc. (4)
first Wednesday of every month.
• Sr. Citizens Commission (2)
• Traffic and Transportation
Environment Commission
Commission (1)
7:30 p.m. Meets the first Thursday
of each month.

Boards and
Commissions
4
5

FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE EVENT LISTING, VISIT WWW.ROCKVILLEMD.GOV

Palee nieve para un vecino necesitado
Cada temporada de invierno, El
Centro de Ancianos de Rockville
(Rockville Senior Center) coordina un
esfuerzo para ayudar a los residentes
mayores de Rockville a retirar la nieve,
y necesitamos nuevamente voluntarios
en esta temporada.
El coordinador de mantenimiento
del hogar del centro de ancianos,
Gerald Jones, organiza el programa
DECEMBER 2013 ROCKVILLE REPORTS

y enlaza voluntarios con los vecinos
necesitados, cerca de sus hogares siempre que sea posible.
“Muchos ancianos de Rockville
tienen incapacidades físicas y debido
a sus ingresos limitados, no pueden
pagar por los servicios de un contratista para que limpien la entrada a su
casa, pasillos o aceras cuando la nieve
cae”, dijo Jones. “Al mismo tiempo,

sabemos que hay personas que quieren
ayudar a su comunidad. Valoramos los
esfuerzos de estos voluntarios y nos
place coordinar la forma en que podrán
prestar ayuda”.
Para inscribirse como voluntario, comuníquese con Gerald Jones al 240-3148819 o gjones@rockvillemd.gov, o llame
a la recepción del centro de ancianos al
240-314-8800. Para más información sobre los servicios de apoyo del centro de
ancianos, llame al 240-314-8810.

This Holiday
Season Brighten
Up A Senior’s
Heart…

Give the gift of a membership to the Rockville Senior
Center or make a contribution to cover
a senior’s recreation class.

Call 240-314-8800 for more info.
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IN BRIEF

Shovel Snow for a
Neighbor in Need

Each winter, the Rockville Senior Center coordinates an effort to help older Rockville residents
with snow removal. Volunteers are needed again this
season.
The senior center’s home maintenance coordinator, Gerald Jones, organizes the program and connects volunteers with neighbors in need, nearby to
their own homes whenever possible.
“Many Rockville seniors are physically unable and
due to limited incomes, might not be able to afford
contractors to clear their driveways, walkways or
sidewalks when snow hits,” Jones said. “At the same
time, we know there are folks out there who want
to help their community.We appreciate those volunteers and are glad to coordinate a way for them
to help.”
To sign up to volunteer, contact Gerald Jones at
240-314-8819 or gjones@rockvillemd.gov or call the
senior center front desk at 240-314-8800. For more
information about the senior center’s support services, call 240-314-8810.

Save the Date: Rockville’s
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Celebration

The City of Rockville celebrates Martin Luther
King Jr. Day each year with a special gathering of
community members, speakers and performers.This
year’s program theme is “courage through the years.”
Information booths will be set up informing people
how to get involved in the community though volunteerism.The public is invited to a free luncheon after
the event.

DON’T MISS
WHAT: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration
WHEN: Monday, Jan. 20, 2014, 10 a.m.
WHERE: Richard Montgomery High School, 250 Richard
Montgomery Dr.
TICKETS: Free
Each year, the Human Rights Commission selects
a Rockville high school student to be the recipient
of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Award. This award
honors a student who has demonstrated that he or
she has helped to advance King’s goals and dreams.
Additionally, the commission selects the recipient of
the F. Michael Taff Award that honors an individual,
business or organization that has made a contribution to improving the lives of people with disabilities.
To nominate a student for the MLK Jr. Youth
Award or an adult, organization or business for the
F. Michael Taff Award, fill out a form at www.rockvillemd.gov/humanrights.

City Leaf Collection Continues

City crews will continue to vacuum leaves from
neighborhood curbs this November and December.
Residents should rake leaves into the gutter or immediately adjacent to the pavement if no curb or gutter
exists. Leaves can be raked anytime immediately before
or during collection week. This avoids the accumulation
of leaves near and on the streets, which can lead to fire
hazards or grass being damaged if left too long.
Limbs, rocks and other heavy objects must be removed, and leaves should not be placed in plastic bags.
If City leaf collection crews are unable to complete an
area during their collection week, crews will continue
working on the unfinished portion on the following
Saturday.
After fall collection dates, leaves may still be set out
in paper lawn bags or 32-gallon trash cans with yard
waste on your collection day. Use the map online at
www.rockvillemd.gov/leafcollection to determine your
specific collection area and schedule.
Area
Area
Area
Area
Area
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1: Completed before Dec.
2: Completed before Dec.
3: Dec. 2-6
4: Dec. 9-13
5: Dec 16-20

Neighborhood Notes
Meet Your Neighbor:
Meet Your Neighbor is a
regular feature in Rockville
Reports and on Channel
11 designed to highlight
the unique individuals that
make our community a special place. To suggest someone for a future episode and
article, email meetyourneighbor@rockvillemd.gov.
Rockville University
student, Jackie “Jax”
Brown, praises the program’s efforts. An exteacher turned resident
agent for the Heritage
Park Co-op in Rockville
found this year’s
Rockville University
class a valuable learning
experience.
Ms. Brown is a mother of three girls and one
boy, all of whom received
a college degree. She is
also a grandmother of
seven, great-grandmother of four and has four
more great-grandchildren on the way. Ms.
Brown took on a career
in housing management
“by sheer mistake” af-

ter taking on a role in the
business in search of a
part-time job during the
summer.
Her experience in housing management flourished, and she enjoyed the
people she interacted with,
ultimately bringing her to
Rockville.
It was Ms. Brown’s passion for her job and her
previous involvement with
politics in Baltimore that
inspired her to sign up for

Jackie ‘Jax’ Brown

Rockville University’s 2013
class. “It gave me a chance
to see how different municipalities work,” she says.
Ms. Brown was particularly
interested in Rockville’s
council-manager form of
government.
Ms. Brown’s work in
housing management has
shown her the many different issues people of diverse backgrounds face.
The Heritage Park Co-op
is made up of 65 units of

people that come from
all over the world. She
believes that a program such as Rockville
University is an important resource for residents: “People should see
exactly who to call and
what they’re supposed to
do as citizens,” she says.
“We need the people to
participate and this is
your responsibility to the
City; you have to know
how to extend yourself.”
Rockville University
is a free, six-week citizen awareness program
sponsored by the Mayor
and Council and the City
of Rockville. Through
staff briefings, tours
and a project, Rockville
University answers your
questions about City
government and helps
you develop the skills
necessary to get involved
in your community. To
learn more about the
program, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/rockvilleuniversity.

Winter Weather: Be Prepared In Advance
Rockville’s Department
of Public Works always has
a plan in place to handle
emergency weather situations. Director of Public
Works Craig Simoneau
shared how his department
tackles winter weather and
what you need to know to be
prepared.
Q: How is the Department
of Public Works preparing
for winter weather?
A: Before the season
starts, we always make sure
our equipment is in working
order and we make sure we
have a good amount of salt,
beet juice and supplies. We
do training with all our crew
members to make sure they
are familiar with their snow
plowing routes and the winter weather plan.
Q: What happens when
winter weather hits the
City?
A: Our plan consists of
many different approaches
depending on the level of
weather severity from a little
icing to a 12 inch or above
winter storm. When we get
to the more severe events,
we go into shift operations.
We put people on twelve
hour shifts and we are pre-

pared to work 24 hour days.
We follow the weather very
closely since we have to
make a decision in advance
of the weather event on how
we will respond.
We do prepare for the
worst. We have had two
very mild winters, but regardless, we are prepared
for another 2010 winter
when we had a record
storm. When we get a record
storm, we call in extra help
from a standby response
company. They are available
to come with front end loaders to help move the massive
accumulations that overwhelm our own snow plowing equipment.
Several years ago, the
City built a new salt barn
at the Gude Maintenance
Facility. The new barn really increased the amount of
salt we can store. We get salt
from two vendors, one located in Maryland and one
in Delaware, so depending
on availability, we still have
a company that can help us
with salt.
The Department of
Recreation and Parks also
gets into the winter weather
action to provide snow removal from City facilities including City Hall, the City’s

recreation centers, and some
sidewalks and paths.
Q: What should residents
do to prepare?
A: Prepare for winter
weather just like Public
Works. Check your supplies,
snow shovels, make sure you
have ice-melting supplies.
Don’t wait until the weather
man says it’s going to be a
big one. If you have a snow
blower, make sure that it’s
ready to go.
Simoneau also urges
residents to get familiar with
snow regulations in the City.
Snow removal on sidewalks,
driveways and entrances are
the responsibility of the adjacent property owner, occupant, community association
or business in the following
time frames:

SNOW REMOVAL TIMEFRAME:
Up to 3 in.  24 hours
3-9 in.   48 hours
10 in. or more  72 hours
Sign up for emergency
alerts via Alert Rockville at
www.rockvillemd.gov/connections. For more on winter
preparedness in Rockville
visit, www.rockvillemd.gov/
winterweather.

Scan this QR code with your smartphone to visit the City of Rockville’s
website. If you don’t already have
a QR code reader on your phone,
there are plenty of free apps you can
download.When you have an app installed, point your phone’s camera at
the code and the website will appear
in your phone’s web browser.
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