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Mayor and Council Save the City
$1 Million with Reﬁnancing Plan
Rockville’s AAA/Aaa Bond Rating Afﬁrmed

Visitors to Science Day can learn about space and astronomy.

Rockville Science Day
Celebrates 25 Years
Launch rockets, meet animals,
program robots or take part in
experiments to experience science first hand at the 25th annual
Rockville Science Day.
The free event, from noon
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 6,
is organized by the Rockville
Consortium for Science and sponsored by the City of Rockville,
Montgomery College and the
Rockville Science Center. It
will take place at Montgomery
College, 51 Mannakee St.
More than 70 exhibitors will
help families enjoy a day of learning and fun. Through a variety of
activities, participants can learn
about a wide range of sciences
including environmental science,
space exploration, biotechnology
and more. This year, visitors can
expect to see a “secret” special delivery from NASA.

Last year, more than 4,000
people attended Science Day.
In celebration of its 25th year,
Science Day organizers are presenting events throughout the
weekend. Join us on Friday, April
4, from 7-9 p.m., for a special presentation, “Forging Frontiers:
Women Leaders in STEM,”
by Kate Campbell Stevenson.
This special event, focusing on
women in the science, technology, engineering and math fields,
will be held at the Robert E.
Parilla Performing Arts Center
at Montgomery College. Tickets
are $10 and can be purchased by
calling 301-674-7884 or going to
www.rockvillesciencecenter.org/
donate.html.
To learn more about the
Rockville Science Consortium or
Rockville Science Day, visit www.
rockvillescience.org.

The Mayor and Council
recently authorized the City
to issue general obligation refunding bonds to refund outstanding debt issued in 2004.
The refi nancing took
advantage of low interest
rates and is expected to save
Rockville $1 million over the
next 10 years. The refunding
bonds, in the amount of $6.6
million, were sold on March
10, and the sale closes on
April 3.
Rockville’s Financial
Management Policies empower the City to consider
refi nancing debt when there
is a net economic benefit, specifically a savings of at least 5
percent of the refunded debt.
In this case, the City is expected to save more than 13
percent of the refunded debt.
As part of the refi nancing
process, Rockville received an
affi rmation of its AAA/Aaa
bond rating from two rating
agencies.
The rating, which keeps
the City amongst the elite
municipalities in the country at the highest level rating
the agencies provide, allows
Rockville to borrow money
at the most favorable rates in
order to fund major capital

projects.
The AAA/Aaa rating came
despite both agencies having
recently recalibrated their rating methodologies in response
to the recession and concerns
over pension liabilities.
In their report, the analysts
at Moody’s remarked, “The
stable outlook reflects Moody’s
expectation that the city’s tax
base will continue to grow
due to the city’s position as a
regional employment center,
as demonstrated by a daytime
population that is 20 percent
greater than its residential
base. The outlook also reflects
the belief that the city will remain fi scally sound given formal policies and conservative
budgeting practices.”
City Manager Barb
Matthews said the reaffi rmation of Rockville’s bond rating
is a testament to the Finance
Department’s efforts during
the rating process.
“More importantly,” she
added, “this is a reflection of
their excellent management of
the City’s fi nances on a dayto-day basis.”
For more information on
the City’s debt management,
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/finance or call 240-314-8400.

IT’S YOUR MONEY:

The City of Rockville FY15 Proposed Operating Budget and Proposed
Capital Improvements Projects are highlighted on page 2, with more in-depth
information available at www.rockvillemd.gov/budget.

Rockville, Maryland: 25 Years as a ‘Tree City USA’
Planting Ceremony and Award to Recognize the City’s Commitment to Trees
Rockville will mark Earth
Day and its 25th year as a “Tree
City USA” with a tree-planting
ceremony at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
April 22 at City Hall.
The ceremony will replace
a tree along North Washington

Get Into It…
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recognizing Rockville as a “Tree
Street that was lost in the June
City USA.” Students
2012 derecho storm.
EARTH MONTH
from Rockville’s
It will include a
See full coverage on pg. 8.
Christ Episcopal
presentation by
School will participate in the
the Maryland Department of
ceremony, which is free and
Natural Resources of an award
from the Arbor Day Foundation
continued on pg. 8…

Rockville’s July 4
Fireworks Remain
at Montgomery
College in 2014
After considering a location change for Rockville’s
Independence Day
Celebration, the Mayor and
Council recently agreed
to keep the festivities at
Montgomery College in 2014.
The City’s Special Events
Division will explore alternative locations for the popular
celebration for future years.
When discussing the
celebration, the Mayor and
Council emphasized the
importance of a centralized
gathering space for the community that will provide great
entertainment and a spectacular fireworks display. Options
for future Independence Day
events will be discussed by
the Mayor and Council in the
coming months.
Montgomery College has
been the home of Rockville’s
Independence Day celebration
for the last eight years. All
are invited and encouraged
to join us on Friday, July 4, for
entertainment and fireworks.
For more information, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/events
or contact the Special Events
Division at 240-314-8620.

MAYOR & COUNCIL
111 Maryland Ave.
Rockville, Maryland
20850-2364
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Students from Christ Episcopol
School assist the City with
planing a tree.

An Independence Day
tradition will continue at the
same venue.

The Board of Supervisors
of Elections’s report on
the 2013 race reached
the Mayor and Council.

Rockville’s Emergency
Assistance Program aids
residents in financial
crises.
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Budget Watch: FY 2015

Operating Budget
The proposed FY15 operating budget of
$116.8 million is an increase of 2.5 percent
over last year’s total operating budget. The
General Fund, which supports the largest
portion of the operating budget and funds
the City’s day-to-day activities, is $69.1 million, a 0.1 percent increase.
Matthews’ proposal reduces staffing
by two regular full-time employees, and
four additional temporary employees. It includes a 2 percent cost-of-living adjustment
for all regular employees and a one-time
performance-based compensation award to
the City’s highest-performing employees.
Employee benefits are estimated to increase by 1.9 percent, to $11.7 million, with
pension costs decreasing slightly.
The City’s current real property tax rate
of $0.292 per $100 of assessed valuation
would remain the same for FY15 under the
proposal. All residential and commercial
property owners pay this tax. The personal
property tax rate also will remain the same
for FY15, at $0.805 per $100 of assessed
valuation.

Capital Improvements
Program
The proposed FY15 Capital
Improvements Program (CIP), the five-year
plan for funding new construction and infrastructure maintenance, includes $22.7

million in new funding, combined with
a carryover of $53.6 million to support 47
projects during the fiscal year.
New funding in the plan would
support:
• Bridge repairs.
• Pedestrian safety initiatives.
• Water system improvements.
• Sewer and stormwater management system improvements.
• Continuing the City’s annual contribution to the Blue Plains Wastewater
Treatment Plant capital program.
• Playground and athletic ﬁeld
maintenance.
• Repair and replacement of infrastructure for existing City facilities.
• Asphalt and concrete repair and
replacement.
• Technology upgrades.
The five-year plan includes $4.6 million
of taxpayer-supported borrowing in FY15
to address major infrastructure improvements at the Swim and Fitness Center,
improvements at the Civic Center in order to comply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and bridge rehabilitation.
The CIP calls for taxpayer-supported
borrowing in fiscal years 2017 and 2019 to
complete projects at the Swim and Fitness
Center and the Civic Center, to fund the
City’s portion of the Interstate 270 noise
barrier in Rockville’s West End and to support bridge rehabilitation. Other borrowing is planned to support the water, sewer
and stormwater management funds.

Assessed Value of Real Property

The FY15 real property tax rate is proposed to remain ﬂat at $0.292 per $100 of assessed value.
The total estimated taxable assessed value for FY15 equals $11.7 billion, which is the highest level
in the City’s history.
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Making ‘Cents’ of The City’s Dollar
The City’s General Fund is the tax-supported portion of the proposed budget, comprising about
59 percent of the City’s proposed spending on day-to-day activities. Property tax revenue makes
up the majority of the City’s revenue. Each dollar of the General Fund is allocated by department
as follows:

30¢

14¢

19¢

RECREATION
& PARKS

POLICE

NONDEPARTMENTAL*

12¢

OTHER
DEPTS.**

7¢ 6¢

11¢

CPDS CMO***

PUBLIC
WORKS

Enterprise Funds
Rockville operates six enterprise funds.
They function like a private business, with
costs fully recovered through user charges.
The enterprise funds are the water fund,
the sewer fund, the refuse fund, the stormwater management fund, the parking fund
and RedGate Golf Course, which accounts
for financial activity associated with the
City’s public golf course, which is leased to
Billy Casper Golf.
The FY15 budget includes increases for
water and sewer rates, the ready-to-serve
charge and the stormwater management
fee, according to a plan previously approved by the Mayor and Council. The
budget also includes an increase of $7 per
year for recycling and refuse services.
Based on the FY15 rates, average residential bills for City utilities would increase by
$6.35 per month, an increase of 6.5 percent
over the current average (see the related chart
on this page).
continued on pg. 3…

*Includes debt service and funding for capital projects.
** Includes the Mayor and Council, City Attorney, Human Resources, Finance and Information Technology.
***The City Manager’s Office budget supports City administration, legislative affairs, Rockville Economic Development Inc.,
Communication and Public Information and Neighborhood Resources.

Proposed FY15 General Fund Revenues
The General Fund budget is $69.1 million. A majority of General Fund revenue will remain unchanged or will increase slightly from FY14.

Property Taxes
52.7%

*Includes administrative charges
to other funds, hotel tax and
miscellaneous revenue.

Upcoming Budget
Dates at a Glance
• April 7: Public Hearing #2; Mayor and
Council Worksession #2
• April 21: Public Hearing #3; Mayor and
Council Worksession #3
• April 28: Public Hearing #4; Mayor and
Council Worksession #4
• April 29: Public record closes.
• May 12: Scheduled Mayor and Council
Adoption of FY15 Operating Budget and
CIP.

Other
Revenue*
7.2%
Charges
for
Services
8.7%

Licenses &
Permits 3.6%

Use of Money & Prop. 1.4%

Other Gov’t.
24.1%

Fines & Forfeitures 2.3%

Rockville Utility Rates

BUDGET INFORMATION
Public Input and Information
The public is invited to testify on the FY15
budget. Share your thoughts:
• In person at one of three public hearings;
• In writing: Mayor and Council, City Hall,
111 Maryland Ave., Rockville, 20850; or
• By email: mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov.
• View online: www.rockvillemd.gov/budget
or contact the City’s Finance ofﬁce at 240314-8400. The proposed budget is available at Rockville Memorial and Twinbrook
libraries.

$11.1

$9.0
BILLIONS

Rockville’s Mayor and Council continue
budget deliberations this month with a series of public hearings and worksessions
focused on crafting a Fiscal Year 2015 operating and capital budget that outlines the
City’s priorities.
On March 17, City Manager Barb
Matthews presented the Mayor and
Council with a FY15 budget proposal that
focuses on addressing Rockville’s infrastructure needs.
“The City, along with most of the
Washington, D.C. metropolitan region, has
weathered the recession well in comparison
to other parts of the country,” Matthews
wrote in a letter presenting the proposal.
“Staff is optimistic that the worst part of the
recent economic downturn is over, and has
developed a budget based on the concept of
responsible growth.”
The proposal funds improvements to
City infrastructure, facilities and information technology and rewards the City’s
highest-performing employees.
The budget, which covers the fiscal year
that begins July 1, is scheduled to be adopted by the Mayor and Council on May 12.

Based on the proposed FY15 rates, average residential bills for City utilities would increase by
$6.35 per month, an increase of 6.5 percent over the current average.
ADOPTED FY14

PROPOSED FY15

$372 per yr.

$379 per yr.

$5.05/$7.27/$7.80 per 12,000 gal.

$5.45/$7.85/$8.43 per 12,000 gal.

$6.25 per 1,000 gal.

$6.63 per 1,000 gal.

$99.65 per ERU** per yr.

$112.15 per ERU per yr.

Refuse Rate: 1.9% increase
Water Rate*: 8% increase
Sewer Rate: 6.1% increase
Stormwater Mgmt. Rate: 12.5% increase

*Water rates are charged per 1,000 gallons based on the first 12,000 gallons used per quarter, the second 12,000 gallons used per
quarter and any usage beyond 24,000 gallons.
**An ERU is an Equivalent Residential Unit, which is the average impervious surface on a typical single-family lot in Rockville.
Note: A ready-to-serve charge for water and sewer service is based on the size of the water meter and ranges from $11.67 to
$1,400.40 per quarter—a 20 percent increase over the rate for FY14.
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Mayor & Council
Mayor
Bridget Donnell Newton

Councilmember
Beryl L. Feinberg

Councilmember
Tom Moore

Report Outlines Improvement
Options for Rockville Elections
In its post-election report to the Mayor and
Council, Rockville’s Board of
Supervisors of Elections recommends that the City initiate early voting, explore ways
to increase voter turnout and
consider allowing absentee
votes to only be cast at City
Hall.
The recommendations follow two post-election public
meetings held by the board
early this year and take into
account input from candidates,
treasurers and interested parties who picked up the candidates notebook. Rockville
elections are held every two
years in odd years and offer
voters a chance to choose a
mayor and four councilmembers. The last election was in
November 2013.
The five-member election
board is charged with conducting City elections, voter
outreach and elections-related
record keeping. It also reviews
each election to identify areas
where improvements can be
made.
In its report, the board
identified seven issues to
discuss with the Mayor and
Council. Some will require
action by the elected officials.
The issues are:
• Relocate the polling site for
District 7 (from Ritchie Park
Elementary School to another location).
• Develop a process for early
voting.
• Make recommendations on

Budget Watch FY15
continued from pg. 2…

Looking Ahead

Montgomery County’s
unemployment rate dipped
to 4.1 percent in December
2013—its lowest level since
2008, according to the state
labor department.
Meanwhile, City staff
predicts Rockville’s taxable
assessment base will increase
in FY15 and will likely increase again with the next
round of property assessments in January 2015.
“While many factors determine the financial health
of an economy, a decreas-

absentee voting.
• Recommend changes
to Chapter 8 of the City
code (the chapter titled
“Elections”).
• Develop or modify preelection and election processes (related to voting at
City Hall, provisional voting and the elimination of
absentee ballots at polling
places).
• Explore ways to increase
voter turnout.
• Review election board
standards and ethics.
The report outlines factors that would affect election processes if the Mayor
and Council move Rockville
elections to coincide with
presidential elections.
The Mayor and Council
are expected to discuss the
election report at one of their
upcoming meetings. Visit
the Agenda Center at www.
rockvillemd.gov to read the
full report, which is attached
to the Mayor and Council’s
March 17 agenda. Or, contact
the City Clerk’s office at 240314-8280, to obtain a hard
copy.
ing unemployment rate and
increasing property values
are clear economic indicators
that the regional economy
is moving in the right direction,” City staff wrote in a
budget summary.
Property taxes comprise
more than half of the City’s
General Fund. Income tax
revenue, another economic
indicator and the secondlargest portion of the General
Fund, remains strong in the
wake of the recession. The
FY15 revenue estimate of $12
million in income tax revenue is $600,000 more than
originally forecast.
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Councilmember
Virginia D. Onley

Councilmember
Julie Palakovich Carr

Mayor and Council
Revise Affordable
Housing Requirements
The Mayor and Council
have revised Rockville’s
affordable housing requirements to make senior independent living
facilities with daily services more affordable to
moderate-income seniors.
City leaders also approved
changes that detail how a
developer could propose
an alternative method for
meeting the City’s affordable housing requirement.
Rockville’s rules require developers to build
affordable homes as part
of any new residential
building of 50 units or
more.
In some types of rental
housing, rental rates plus
additional fees for services
have effectively priced
these units out of the
reach of people seeking
affordable housing, City
planners told the Mayor
and Council. Monthly fees
for units are high-priced
and cover more than a
regular rental unit, including meals, housekeeping, transportation and
activities.
On March 10, the
Mayor and Council adjusted the Moderately Priced

Dwelling Unit (MPDU)
program requirements to:
• Cap the monthly fee
for MPDU residents of
senior housing, including rent and services
charges, to make it more
affordable to moderateincome households.
• Allow greater ﬂexibility
in the number of units
required in senior or
special-needs housing
developments.
• Provide details on alternative ways developers
can meet the affordable
housing requirement
when exceptional circumstances warrant it.
• Set a fee-in-lieu formula as one alternative
to meeting the City’s
affordable housing
requirements.
Learn more by reviewing the staff report attached to the Dec. 16, 2013,
Feb. 24, 2014, or March 10,
2014 meeting agendas in
the Agenda Center online
at www.rockvillemd.gov.
For more information,
contact Housing Planner
Erin Wilson at 240-3148203 or ewilson@rockvillemd.gov.

Connect with us on Social Media.

Mayor and Council Approve Funds
for New Playground Equipment
Visitors to the playgrounds
at Monument Park and the
Lincoln Park Community
Center later this year will be
greeted by new playground
equipment thanks to funding
approved by the Mayor and
Council last month.
Rockville will spend about
$241, 000 from its Capital
Improvements Program on
new equipment to bring the
playgrounds into compliance
with required safety standards
and other codes and guidelines. The company selected to

install the equipment has provided similar play equipment
installations in Rockville,
most recently at David Scull
and Montrose parks.
Playground development
advisory teams, comprised
of youth groups and other
volunteer residents, recommended preferred play activities and overall playground
design.
For more information
on these or other Rockville
parks, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/parks.

MEETINGS & DROP IN SCHEDULE
All general sessions, worksessions and public
hearings are televised on Rockville channel 11 and are
available on streaming video at www.rockvillemd.gov.
Residents may comment on any subject for up to
three minutes during the “Community Forum” portion at most meetings. Meetings are at 7 p.m. and are
subject to change.
• April 7 (Monday)
• April 21 (Monday)
• April 28 (Monday)
The mayor and one councilmember are available
to meet with residents for drop-in discussions from
5:30-6:30 p.m. one Monday per month in the Mayor
and Council office at City Hall. No appointment is
necessary, but a call to the City Clerk’s office at 240314-8280 is appreciated. Along with Mayor
Newton, the councilmember scheduled is: Beryl L.
Feinberg on April 21.

IN BRIEF

The intersection of Maryland Avenue and
Great Falls Road.

City Engineers Work with State
to Address Intersection Safety

At the urging of the Mayor and Council, Rockville
Trafﬁc and Transportation Division engineers are
pursuing ways to increase safety at the intersection
of Maryland Avenue and Great Falls Road and at the
Falls Road interchange with Interstate 270.
The intersection and interchange are owned by
the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA)
and any changes to them would require SHA review
and approval.
In March, City engineers were awaiting a response from SHA about Rockville’s request to add
reﬂective pavement markings and signage along the
median on the Falls Road (Maryland Route 189)
bridge over I-270. SHA is also expecting results this
month of a consultant’s study of motorists not yielding to pedestrians in the crosswalk at the I-270 ramp
to eastbound Falls Road.
In February, the Mayor and Council expressed
interest in pursuing the creation of a left-turn signal
onto Great Falls Road from a single left-turn lane on
Falls Road.The Mayor and Council also would like
SHA to consider prohibiting U-turns on eastbound
Falls Road at Great Falls. City engineers are working
with SHA on both of these requests.
For more information on the ongoing conversation between City engineers and SHA, call 240-3148500 and watch Rockville Reports for updates.

Coming Soon to
Rockville Neighborhoods:
Walking Town Meetings

The Mayor and Council recently expressed an interest in visiting neighborhoods in a series of walking
town meetings this year.
City staff members will work with neighborhood
groups to select a route for a short walk to view the
neighborhood, ask questions of City staff and report
concerns.The City encourages residents to join their
elected ofﬁcials and staff on these neighborhood visits to share their thoughts about living in Rockville.
For more information on walking town meetings,
check the Mayor and Council calendar at www.rockvillemd.gov and future editions of Rockville Reports,
or call the Neighborhood Resources Division at
240-314-8340.
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Senior Center Announces New
Aging-in-Place Fund in Honor of
Pete Sante

As a devoted member of Rockville’s senior
community, Pete Sante proposed and launched the
Aging in Place Home Maintenance Program in 2009.
Sante understood that a majority of seniors preferred to remain in their own homes after retirement. The program allows seniors to achieve that
goal by providing the information and assistance
they need to maintain and modify their homes so
they can continue to live there safely.
Sante believed that staying in homes offers seniors many advantages, such as continued access
to familiar services, friends and other connections.
Shortly after Sante’s death in January, the Senior
Commission established a donation fund in his
name for “Aging in Place” members to help purchase the necessary supplies for adjustments or
improvements.
Contributions may be made to Rockville
Seniors, Inc. for the Pete Sante Aging in Place
Memorial Fund. If you would like more information about the Home Maintenance Program please
contact Jerry Jones at 240-314-8819 or gjones@
rockvillemd.gov.

Asian Paciﬁc American Task
Force to Hold Forum on April 5

Rockville’s Asian Paciﬁc American Task Force
will host a free community forum featuring advice
for landlords and other topics of interest to all
Rockville residents, on Saturday, April 5, from 1-3
p.m.
The forum, which will be held in the Mayor and
Council Chambers in City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.,
is rescheduled from the housing forum originally
planned for February. If you would like to attend,
please contact Janet Kelly, Rockville’s liaison to the
task force, at 240-314-8316 or jkelly@rockvillemd.
gov. For questions regarding accessibility, call the
ADA coordinator at 240-314-8108.
The Mayor and Council established the Asian
Paciﬁc American Task Force in May 2008. The
12-member group provides resources, educates the
general public about the contributions of AsianAmericans and engages the Asian-American community—businesses as well as residents—in City
activities.
For more on the Asian Paciﬁc American Task
Force, and additional forum topics, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/apataskforce.

In The Community
Rockville Offers Spring Break Mini Camps
and Teen Spring Break Adventures
Enjoy arts and crafts,
organized games, sports activities and other adventures
at Rockville’s spring break
programs for kids and teens.
The City’s three community centers are hosting the
following Mini Camps from
April 14-18:
• Lincoln Park Community
Center, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Includes a day trip to
the Maryland Recycling
Center and a visit from
Croydon Creek Nature
Center staff. Grades K-5.
• Thomas Farm
Community Center, 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Includes day
trips to the Maryland
Recycling Center and
Croydon Creek Nature
Center. Grades 1-5.
• Twinbrook Community
Recreation Center, 9 a.m.-5

Sign up with friends
or make new ones
and create great
memories. Come
with us on Tuesday,
April 15, as we
go paintballing,
Wednesday, April
16, as we jump at
Rebounderz and
Thursday, April
Register for these programs online 17, for a trip to the
at rockenroll.rockvillemd.gov or at Sandy Spring School
Adventure Park
any City facility.
Ropes Course. These
supervised trips will drop
p.m. Includes day trips to
off and pick up at Julius
the Maryland Recycling
West Middle School.
Center and Croydon
Learn more about these
Creek Nature Center.
Spring Break programs
Grades K-5.
in the Spring Recreation
If you are looking for
Guide at www.rockvilsomething for your teens
lemd.gov/recreation/guide.
to do during Spring Break,
Questions? Call 240-314register for Rockville’s Teen
8620.
Spring Break Adventures.

Spring Leaf Collection Takes Place in April
Area 1:
Area 2:
Area 3:
Area 4:
Area 5:

April 7-8
April 9-10
April 11 and 14
April 15-16
April 17-18

NEW!

The open house is Thursday, April 24, from
5-7 p.m.

Montrose Preschool Open House

Will your child be attending preschool next fall?
Bring your 3- to 5-year-old for a tour of Montrose
Discovery Preschool at 451 Congressional Lane.
Meet the talented and experienced teachers
and staff while your child explores and plays in a
preschool learning environment. Staff will be available to answer questions about the program.
The City of Rockville has a long history of providing a quality, licensed preschool program that is
nurturing, innovative, fun and rich with culture.
For more information, call 240-314-8631 or visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/preschool.
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Interactive map at
www.rockvillemd.gov/leafcollection, input
your address to find your collection dates.

Sell Your Wares or
Find a Treasure at
the Community
Spring Yard Sale
Saturday, April 26,
8 a.m. -noon

Check out great bargains
or sign up as a vendor and
get a space to sell your items
at the spring outdoor yard
sale at Richard Montgomery
High School, 250 Richard
Montgomery Drive.
Vendors must pre-register
with payment to secure a
space at this popular community event. Payment holds
one parking spot and one
3-by-6 foot table. Set-up time
is 7-8 a.m. The rain date is
April 27.
Register for course #47171
in the Spring Recreation
Guide, www.rockvillemd.
gov/recreation/guide. Cost
per table is $20. Call 240-3148780 for more information.

The City will vacuum
leaves from neighborhood
curbs throughout the month
of April.
Residents should rake
leaves into the gutter or immediately adjacent to the
pavement if no curb or gutter
exists. Leaves can be raked
any time immediately before
or during collection week. If
City leaf collection crews are
unable to complete an area
during their collection week,
crews will continue working
on the unfinished portion on
the following Saturday.
Spring collection will
take place April 7-18 in five
collection areas throughout
Rockville. To find out when
your neighborhood collection will be, refer to the map
on this page or view our new
interactive map at www.
rockvillemd.gov/leafcollection. For more information
on this and other refuse issues, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/recycling-refuse.

Business Appreciation Week

ROCKVILLE THANKS ITS BUSINESS COMMUNITY... City leaders, City staff and representatives from
Rockville Economic Development, Inc., visited more than 50 Rockville companies during Business Appreciation Week,
March 10-14. Rockville is home to more than 8,600 businesses – from small, family-owned establishments to major
corporations – that employ more than 65,000 people.
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News You Can Use
Take a Tour with
Peerless Rockville’s
‘Modern Living’ Series

A new ceiling was hung from these original 1926 ceiling
beams in the mansion’s conservatory.

Glenview Mansion Undergoes
Ceiling, Lighting Repairs
Rockville recently completed improvements to interior ceilings and lighting
in the historic Glenview
Mansion, bringing the
building’s appearance
back to historical accuracy.
In mid-February, a
contractor removed drop
ceilings – installed in the
1970s – from four rooms
on the fi rst floor of the
house. New, higher ceilings were installed at the
same level as the original
1926 ceiling.
“The City is striving
to be a good steward of
this important historic
building,” said Kathleen
Moran, superintendent of
Rockville’s Civic Center
Park, where the mansion is

located.
The $23,000 project was
included in the fiscal year
2014 budget and reflects
Rockville’s commitment to
preserve the mansion.
The City plans to
remove drop ceilings
throughout the second
floor art gallery rooms
and a second floor conference room in March 2015.
An additional Capital
Improvements Program
project will begin this
spring to correct water infi ltration problems in the
mansion’s basement.
For more information
on Glenview Mansion,
visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/glenview or call 240314-8660.

Peerless Rockville
Historic Preservation has invited residents to learn about
mid-20th century development in Rockville as part
of its “Modern Living for a
Modern City” series.
The series includes illustrated presentations and
guided walks. Learn about
two neighborhoods in April:
• Hungerford: In the
Modern Tradition, with
historian Teresa Lachin on
Saturday, April 12, at 10
a.m. at the Elwood Smith
Community Center, 601
Harrington Ln.
• College Gardens: Modern

Convenience Amidst
Colonial Charm, with
Nancy Pickard, programs
manager at Peerless
Rockville, on Saturday,
April 26, at 10 a.m. at the
Rockville Senior Center,
1150 Carnation Dr.
These events are free and
open to the public. Peerless
Rockville is a nonprofit organization that works in
partnership with the City of
Rockville to preserve buildings, objects and information
important to Rockville’s heritage. Learn more at www.
peerlessrockville.org or 301762-0096.

Senior Center Thrift Shop
Gets a Makeover
Visitors to the Senior
Center Thrift Shop will see
many improvements this
spring.
The shop received a fresh
coat of paint and new shelves
and floors. Next time you are
at the Senior Center, at 1150
Carnation Drive, stop in to see
the changes and browse the
store for a variety of recently
donated items.
The shop has books, jewelry, glassware, housewares
and more. Items are gently
used or brand new. Donations
for the Thrift Shop are always
accepted.
The Thrift Shop is a fundraising program for Rockville
Seniors, Inc. (RSI), and that
organization contributed

$5,000 for the upgrades at the
shop. An indoor yard sale
on March 1, which included
items cleared from the shop,
netted $1,700 for the organization. RSI funds new equipment, small renovations and
events at the Senior Center.
It also supports the Senior
Center’s operating budget
with a $20,000 donation each
year.
For more information, call
240-314-8800 or visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/seniorcenter.

REAP Helps Residents Avoid
Financial Crisis
City Program Can Assist with Rent,
Utilities, Prescriptions and More

Rockville Emergency
Assistance Program (REAP)
is available for eligible City
of Rockville residents experiencing a financial crisis, such
as eviction or utility shut-off,
or who need prescription
medication.
Residents in financial crisis must first apply
for emergency services at
the Montgomery County
Department of Health and
Human Services, at 1301
Piccard Drive in Rockville.
Call 240-777-4550 for more
APRIL 2014 ROCKVILLE REPORTS

information about applying.
Referrals for emergency
food and clothing, housing
assistance and financial and
foreclosure counseling are
also provided by the City of
Rockville.
For more information
about the program, call
the Community Services
Division at 240-314-8310 or
visit the division offices at
20 Courthouse Square, Suite
205, or online at www.rockvillemd.gov/communityservices/assistance.

INFO. AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Seasonal Street Paving Begins

The City of Rockville plans to repave more
than 80 street segments beginning this month to
maintain and improve the community’s infrastructure. Rockville streets are evaluated and maintained
through the annual asphalt maintenance program,
which is funded annually through the City’s Capital
Improvement Program.
Rockville repaves streets to create a smoother
drive for motorists and to preserve the integrity of
roads. Resurfacing will occur in the following neighborhoods beginning in April and continuing into
September: King Farm, College Gardens,Woodley
Gardens, Rockshire,Twinbrook, Rose Hill, Burgundy
Estates and Montrose.
For a list of streets to be repaved visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/publicworks.
Normal work hours for repaving will be Monday
through Friday, 7 a.m.-5 p.m. on secondary streets
and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on major streets.
Residents will be notiﬁed with hangers on the
door of their home as the work start date approaches.Temporary trafﬁc stoppages are necessary for
safety, but should have minimal impacts on trafﬁc.
For more information, contact Dan Stevens at
240-314-8552 or dstevens@rockvillemd.gov.

Water Main Flushing Begins

Systematic Flushing Will Continue Through October
Each spring, Rockville undertakes a systematic
ﬂushing program to remove accumulated ﬁne sediment from the City’s water system.
The city is divided into 39 districts. Flushing occurs on a rotating basis, with half of the districts
ﬂushed each year.The ﬂushing season is April 1
through Oct. 30, weather permitting.
Flushing will take place Monday through Friday,
7 a.m.-3 p.m. Some parking restrictions may occur on certain streets to allow for access to water
valves. If this need arises, signs will be posted 48
hours in advance.
To view a detailed map of the districts, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/water and select “Water Main
Flushing.”
As ﬂushing takes place, temporary discoloration of water may occur. Refrain from laundering
clothes during periods of discoloration, which usually last two or three hours. Following the ﬂushing,
run the cold water for a few minutes to clear any
discoloration.
For more information on water main ﬂushing, call
the Department of Public Works at 240-314-8567.

Popular Program Helps Rockville
Seniors Learn English

Rockville seniors who are native speakers of
non-English languages have an opportunity to learn
and practice English in a unique program close to
home.
The Rockville Senior Center English Program offers conversation and instructional classes, from basic beginner through advanced levels. For more than
two decades, students have come from a variety of
backgrounds, speaking many languages.
“The diversity gives everyone a fun opportunity
to work on listening and speaking skills in a safe and
supportive environment,” said Dunya Hecht, the program’s manager and one of its teachers.
Rockville seniors can receive free, door-to-door
bus transportation from their homes to the center,
which also provides support services, exercise, and
lunch.
Prospective students are invited to the Rockville
Senior Center, at 1150 Carnation Drive, to learn
more about the program and meet teachers and
other students on Thursday, April 10, from 10–11:30
a.m.Translators will be available (Spanish, Russian,
Chinese and Farsi) and refreshments will be served.
The spring session begins the week of April
14. New students can be interviewed Monday or
Wednesday, April 14 or 16, from 9:30-11:00 a.m. or
by appointment by calling 240-314-8810 or emailing
rscEnglishProgram@gmail.com.
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THINGS TO DO IN ROCKVILLE

Arts & Entertainment
Enjoy Concerts, Plays,
Musicals and More at
the Fitzgerald Theatre

Save These Dates for Bike Month

Rockville celebrates Bike Month in May with
rides, workshops and more throughout the city. Save
the date for these events:
• Tour de Cookie
Saturday, May 3, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Universities at Shady Grove, 9630 Gudelsky Drive.
This non-competitive bicycle ride between 10
cookie stands hosted by local clubs and organizations
raises money for the Tree House Child Assessment
Center of Montgomery County. Participants receive
a long-sleeve T-shirt and a custom medal.
Rides are 14 or 40 miles long. Cost is $40 per
person; children 12 and under are free.The rides
start at the Universities at Shady Grove. Learn more
and register at www.tourdecookie.com.
• Bike Month Kick-Off Ride
Sunday, May 4, 10 a.m.
Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.
This 6- to 8-mile family ride, organized by the
Rockville Bike Advisory Committee, starts and ends
at City Hall.
• Bike Safety Checks
Saturdays, beginning May 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Rockville Farmer’s Market, Rockville Town Center
(corner of Route 28 and Monroe Street).
The Rockville Bike Advisory Committee table offers quick safety checks of bicycles.
• Bike to Work Day
Friday May 16, 6-9 a.m.
Pit stops throughout Rockville.
The regional Bike to Work Day celebration includes pit stops in Rockville Town Square (199 E.
Montgomery Ave.), Fallsgrove (14941 Shady Grove
Road), Twinbrook. (5635 Fishers Lane). and the
Tower Buildling (1101Wootton Pkwy.). Register at
www.biketoworkmetrodc.org to pick up your free
T-shirt at one of the pit stops.
For more information, and a complete list of Bike
Month events, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/bicycling
and select “Rockville Bike Advisory Committee.”

Native plants, including Deam’s Coneflowers – shown
here – will be on sale at the event.

Nature Center Hosts 12th
Annual Spring Festival

Pre-Order Native Plants Before Event
Rockville invites everyone to enjoy the 12th Annual
Spring Festival and Native
Plant Sale at Croydon Creek
Nature Center on Saturday,
April 26 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
This free event will feature
live animal presentations from
Raptors Up Close as well as
sustainability exhibits, woodland hikes and activities for the
whole family. Visitors are welcome to bring a picnic lunch
and enjoy the natural setting of
the center and grounds.
The Spring Festival includes a native plant sale.
Native plants are adapted to
local weather and soil envi-

ronments and require less
long-term maintenance than
exotic ornamentals. Native
plants also provide food and
cover for a variety of bird and
insect species, which helps to
preserve important animal
habitats.
To pre-order plants please
download an order form at
www.rockvillemd.gov/croydoncreek and return it by
April 10. Limited quantities
of plants will be available for
purchase on the day of the
event.
Croydon Creek Nature
Center is located at 852 Avery
Rd.

HOSTED BY CITY OF ROCKVILLE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Barbershop quartets, a
concert band, home school
actors and an Africaninspired dance troupe will
entertain visitors to the F.
Scott Fitzgerald Theatre in
April.
Laugh your heart
out on Friday, April 4,
from 7:30-9:30 p.m., at the
Brother Sway Comedy
Talk Show, presented
by the Washington Ark
Foundation.
On Sunday, April 6 at
2 p.m., take in Hometowne
USA’s Annual Show “And
the Angels Sing.” Tickets are
$20 for adults; children under 10 are free.
On Sunday, April 13 at 3
p.m., enjoy the music of animated films and cartoons as
the Rockville Concert Band
presents “Music for All
Ages: Animation II.” The
concert is free but a $5 donation is appreciated.
Home School Talents
(HST) Cultural Arts
Program presents a number
of shows in April. Tickets
are $14 for adults and $12
for students and seniors and
are available by calling HST
at 301-294-0520.
• On Friday, April 11 at
6:30 p.m. and Saturday,
April 12 at 5 p.m.,

join HST for “Aesop’s
Musical Foibles.”
• On Friday, April 11 at 8
p.m. and Saturday, April
12 at 7:30 p.m., HST performs “As You Like It.”
• On Friday, April 25 at
6:30 p.m. and Saturday,
April 26 at 5 p.m., see
“Fee,Fi, Fo, Fum” about
Jack and the legendary
beanstalk.
• On Friday, April 25 at
8 p.m. and Saturday,
April 26 at 7:30 p.m., HST
performs the “Scarlet
Pimpernel.” This famous love story takes
place during the French
Revolution, as a couple
risks their lives to save
their love.
Soul In Motion African
Dancers and Drummers
present “Soul In Motion
30,” celebrating three decades of performing on
Saturday, April 19 at 8 p.m.
Expect an evening of energetic choreography and
acrobatic performances.
Tickets for adults are $30,
seniors $25 and youth $20.
For more information or
to purchase tickets for these
events, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/theatre or call
240-314-8690.

METOWN
HO
YS
• MEMORIAL D HOLIDA
AY WEEKEND •

SATURDAY, MAY 24 & SUNDAY, MAY 25 • 2-10 p.m.
MONDAY, MAY 26 • 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

“BiSeach,” by Margaret O’Brimski Bonacorda.

Glenview Art Gallery
Welcomes Glass Guild
FREE CONCERTS – OVER 30 BANDS – TASTE OF ROCKVILLE
KIDS ACTIVITIES – 70TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
AT ROCKVILLE TOWN CENTER

240.314.8620 • www.rockvillemd.gov/HTH
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Artwork from members
of the National Capital Art
Glass Guild will be on display through Friday, April 25,
at the Glenview Mansion Art
Gallery exhibit.
Meet the artists at an
opening reception on
Sunday, March 30 from
3-5:30 p.m. The reception
will include music by Jerry
Roman, The Piano Man,
from 3:30-4:30 p.m.
The gallery, which is ac-

cessible, is located at
603 Edmonston Dr.
Hours are 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Monday, Wednesday
and Friday; 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday. The
gallery is closed on weekends and holidays.
For more information,
contact Julie Farrell at 240314-8682 or jfarrell@rockvillemd.gov, or visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/arts.
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April Calendar

FACILITIES ADDRESSES
AND PHONE NUMBERS
• Glenview Mansion Art
, Rockville
Gallery
Civic Center Park, 603
Edmonston Drive.
• F. Scott Fitzgerald The, Rockville Civic
atre
Center Park, 603 Edmonston Drive.
• Croydon Creek Nature
, Rockville
Center
Civic Center Park, 852
Avery Road. Note: Registration required, register
online at www.rockvillemd.
gov or call 240-314-8770.
• Rockville Senior Center
, 1150 Carnation Drive.
Call 240-314-8800.
• Rockville City Hall
111 Maryland Ave. Call
240-314-5000.
• Celebrate Earth Month
event: 3

R = Residents • NR = Non Residents • MEM = Member • NM = Non Member

• Twinbrook Community Recreation Center’s is from 10 a.m.noon at 12920 Twinbrook Pkwy.
• Maryvale Park’s is from 10:30
a.m.-noon at 812 First St.
Email environment@rockvillemd.
gov or call 240-314-8877 or 8770
to register. 3

5 Asian Paciﬁc American

Task Force Community Forum
This free forum, from 1-3 p.m. at
City Hall, will feature panelists
with a variety of topics including
home ownership (landlord rights
and responsibilities). See story
on page 4 for details.

6 “And the Angels Sing”

Hometown USA Barbershop
Chorus Presents this show from
2-4 p.m. Buy tickets by phone at
240-314-8690.

6 Rockville Science Day

Bring your family and friends to
this free event, noon-5 p.m. at
Montgomery College-Rockville.
See story on page 1 for details.

Rockville offers a variety of
classes and programs each
season. Find something that
interests you at www.rockvillemd.gov/recreation/guide.

April
2,9 Volunteer Income

Tax Assistance (VITA) The
Community Action Agency’s
VITA program will provide free
income tax preparation from
3-9 p.m. at 20 Courthouse Sq.,
Suite 205. If your family earned
less than $52,000 last year,
free help may be available. Call
Rockville’s Community Services
Division at 240-314-8310 to
inquire about eligibility or to
schedule an appointment.

4 Brother Sway Comedy

Talk Show This show, from
7:30-9: 30 p.m., is presented by
the Washington Ark Foundation.
Tickets can be purchased by
phone at 301-404-5639.

5 Annual Potomac River

Watershed Cleanup Staff will
be present to greet you and
gloves and bags will be provided. SSL hours are available
for student volunteers. Children
under 14 must be accompanied
by an adult. Bring water and
wear sturdy shoes.
• Croydon Creek Nature Center’s cleanup is from 9 a.m.noon

For the most up-to-date
event listings visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/thisweek
and sign up for the weekly
email newsletter.

8 Tiny Tots Spring Time Fes-

tival Preschool children and parents are invited to join us from 10
a.m.-noon at Thomas Farm Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove Dr.
Enjoy play equipment in the gym,
crafts, games and a light snack.
The fee is $2 per child and a daily
fee or membership for the adult
(at the door, no pre-registration
required).

9 Go Green Lecture: Climate

Reality Join Dr. Sara Via, a
professor in the Department of
Biology at the University of Maryland, from 6:30-8 p.m. at Croydon
Creek Nature Center. She’ll
present the latest evidence supporting climate change and share
how we can prevent the worst
impacts through a combination
of personal actions and policy
changes. Call 240-314-8770 to
register.
3

10 English Program Ori-

entation The Rockville Senior
Center English Program offers
conversation and instructional
classes, from basic beginner
through advanced levels. Orientation is at 10 a.m. at the senior
center. See story on page 5 for
details.

10

Nature Tots: Pollinators
Spend time with your child discovering the wonders of nature
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the nature
center. A naturalist will help you
explore the topic through nature
play, crafts, stories and hikes.
Adult participation is required.
Register for course #46997;
$8R/$10NR.

11,12 “Aesop’s Musical

Foibles” In this fun fable, presented by Home School Talents,
get to know Young Aesop, a slave
in ancient Greece with too much
imagination and creativity. April 11
show is from 6:30-7:45 p.m.; April
12 is from 5-7 p.m. Buy tickets by
phone at 301-294-0520.

11,12 “As You Like It”

In this play, presented by Home
School Talents, follow two young
women on a journey of exile,
where they meet an astonishing
cast of characters who change
their view of the world. April 11
show is from 8-10 p.m.; April 12 is
from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Buy tickets by
phone at 301-294-0520.

at 240-314-8877 or email rainscapes@rockvillemd.gov with
your name, phone number and
address.
3

13 Rockville Concert Band:

Animation II Hear music from
animated ﬁlms and cartoons from
3-5 p.m. The concert is free but a
$5 donation is appreciated.

14-18 Spring Break Mini

Camps and Teen Adventure
Trips Mini-camps for elementary aged children will be held at
Lincoln Park, Thomas Farm and
Twinbrook community centers.
Teens can sign up for spring
break adventure trips. See story
on page 4 for details.

tion, as a couple risks their lives
to save their love. April 25 show
is from 8-10 p.m.; April 26 show
is 7:30-9:30 p.m. Buy tickets by
phone at 301-294-0520.

26 Spring Festival and Na-

12 Board of Appeals 9 a.m.
Meets the second Saturday of
the month and are televised on
Rockville 11.

15 Rockville Seniors, Inc. 1

p.m. Meets the third Tuesday of
the month at the Rockville Setive Plant Sale Enjoy the wonders of nature at Croydon Creek’s nior Center, 1150 Carnation Dr.
12th annual spring festival. See
story on page 6 for details.
Rockville Housing Enterprises 6:30 p.m. Meets the
third Wednesday of the month
Prescription Drug Take
at 621-A Southlawn Ln.
Back Turn in unwanted and unused prescription drugs from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Rockville City
Historic District ComPolice Station lobby, 2 West
mission 7:30 p.m. Meets the
Montgomery Ave. See story on
third Thursday of the month and
page 8 for details.
are televised on Rockville 11.

16

26

17

Trash to Treasure Crafts 17 Senior Citizens Com12 Breakfast with the Bunny 19 Saturday Story and Hike 27
Fashion your recyclables into
mission 1 p.m. Meets the third
From 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
activities at Thomas Farm Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove
Dr., include D’s Magic show,
spring crafts, egg hunt, Candy
Land Challenge game and an opportunity to pose for pictures with
the Bunny. See ad on page 6 for
details.

From 10-11 a.m., our naturalist
will read a story and lead a hike
based on the story. Adult participation is required. Register for
course #47155; $4R/$6NR.

19 “Soul In Motion 30”

Soul In Motion African Dancers
and Drummers celebrate three
Croydon Creek Campﬁre: decades of performing from 8-10
p.m. Expect many high-energy
Celebrate Earth Day Learn the
guest performances, energetic
history behind Earth Day, take
choreography and acrobatic arttips from Mother Nature and
istry. Buy tickets by phone at 240ﬁnd fun and easy ways for you
314-8690.
and your family to be more earth
friendly from 7:30-8:30 p.m. at
the nature center. An adult must
Earth Day/Arbor Day
accompany children. Register
Tree Planting Ceremony
for course #47149; $5R/$6NR.
Join us at 10 a.m. at City Hall as
3
the Rockville is honored for the
25th consecutive time as a “Tree
City USA.” See story on page 1
Walk-In Volunteer Infor details. 3
come Tax Assistance (VITA)

12

22

12

If your family earned less than
$52,000 last year, you may qualify
for free walk-in income tax preparation help from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Twinbrook Community Recreation
Center, 12920 Twinbrook Parkway (no appointment needed).
Call 240-314-8310 with questions.

13 Invasive Species Pull

Volunteers will remove invasive
plant species from the Hayes Forest Preserve from 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Children under the age of 14 must
be accompanied by an adult. SSL
hours will be awarded. Pre-registration is not required.

13 Green Your Backyard

Information Session Learn
about RainScapes Rewards and
other City programs designed to
help you green your back yard
and reduce pollution in this free
information session from 1:30-3
p.m. at the nature center. Rockville residents are eligible to win a
rain barrel in a rafﬂe. To register,
call the RainScapes Coordinator

24 Montrose Discovery

Preschool Open House Join
us from 5-7 p.m. for a tour of the
preschool and a chance to meet
the teachers. See story on page
4 for details.

24 Nature Tots: Backyard

Buddies From 10-11:30 a.m., a
naturalist will help you explore
the topic through nature play,
crafts, stories and hikes. Adult
participation is required. Register
for course #46998; $8R/$10NR.

25,26 “Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum”

Home School Talents presents
the story of Jack and the legendary beanstalk. April 25 show is
from 6:30-7:45 p.m.; April 26
is from 5-7 pm. Buy tickets by
phone at 301-294-0520.

25 “Scarlet Pimpernel” This
famous love story, presented
by Home School Talents, takes
place during the French Revolu-

fantastic crafts that turn trash into
treasures from 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Bring at least three of the following: newspapers and a glass jar,
magazines, cardboard tubes,
soda cans, steel can, paper
grocery bag, old CD, t-shirt, milk/
soda/juice bottle or cartons. Ages
7 and older. Register for course
#47169; $7R/$9NR.

29 F. Scott Fitzgerald Book

Club Join scholars Jackson R.
Bryer and Eleanor Heginbotham
from the F. Scott Fitzgerald Literary Festival to discuss Fitzgerald’s most autobiographical
novel, “Tender is the Night,” from
7-9 p.m. at Glenview Mansion.
Refreshments will be served.
Register for course #46504;
$6R/$9NR.

Boards and
Commissions

Thursday of the month at the
Rockville Senior Center, 1150
Carnation Dr.

22 Trafﬁc and Transporta-

tion Commission 7:30 p.m.
Meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month.

23

Cultural Arts Commission 7 p.m.

23

Human Rights Commission 7 p.m. Meets the fourth
Wednesday of the month.

24 Recreation and Park

Advisory Board 7 p.m. Meets
the fourth Thursday of the
month.

Vacancies

To learn more about any board
or commission, call the City
Meetings are held at City Hall,
Clerk’s ofﬁce at 240-314-8280
111 Maryland Ave., unless other- or go to www.rockvillemd.gov.
wise noted. Please check the City The City is seeking applicants
website for the latest on cancelfor:
lations, rescheduling and contact • Cultural Arts Commission (1)
information at www.rockvillemd.
• Ethics Commission (5)
gov/boardscommissions.
• Historic District Commission
(1)
Rockville Bicycle Advisory • Human Rights Commission
(2)
Commission 7 p.m. Meets the
•
Human Services Advisory
ﬁrst Wednesday of the month.
Commission (2)
• Landlord Tenant Affairs ComEnvironment Commission
mission (2)
7 p.m. Meets the ﬁrst Thursday of • Personnel Appeals Board (3)
the month.
• Recreation and Parks Advisory Board (1)
Human Services Advisory • Rockville Recreation and
Parks Foundation, Inc. (1)
Commission 7:30 p.m. Meets
• Rockville Sister City Corporathe second Tuesday of the
tion (2)
month.
• Rockville Economic Development Inc. (REDI) (4)
Planning Commis• Rockville Housing Enterprises
sion 7 p.m. Meets the second
(2)
and fourth Wednesday of the
• Senior Citizens Commission (1)
month and are televised on
• Trafﬁc and Transportation
Rockville 11.
Commission (1)

2
3
8

9,23

FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE EVENT LISTING, VISIT WWW.ROCKVILLEMD.GOV

Programa de asistencia en caso de emergencias de Rockville ayuda a los
residentes a evitar una crisis económica
El programa de la ciudad puede ayudar con la renta, servicios públicos, recetas medicas y más
La ciudad de Rockville ofrece asistencia de emergencia a los residentes
que atraviesan una crisis económica, tal
como el desalojo o la cancelación de servicios públicos, o que necesitan recetas
medicas, y cumplan con los requisitos
del programa.
APRIL 2014 ROCKVILLE REPORTS

Los residentes que atraviesan una
crisis económica primero deben solicitar servicios de emergencia en el
Departamento de Salud y Servicios
Humanos del condado de Montgomery
en su oficina de Rockville en 1301
Piccard Drive. Para más información

sobre el proceso de solicitud llame al
240-777-4550.
La ciudad de Rockville también proporciona referencias para alimentos y
ropa de emergencia, asistencia para viviendas y asesoramiento sobre la ejecución
hipotecaria.

Para más información sobre el programa, llame a la División de Servicios
a la Comunidad al 240-314-8310, o
visite las oficinas de la división en 20
Courthouse Square, Suite 205 o visite el
sitio web www.rockvillemd.gov/communityservices/assistance.
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EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22

Steps to Sustainability

Tips Toward a More Environmentally-Friendly Rockville
Rockville celebrates Earth Month in April, but following these simple, environmentally-friendly practices
in your home and community can help protect the environment year-round:
• Make your outings more environmentally friendly by
combining trips. Try biking, walking or taking the bus
or Metrorail instead of driving your car.
• Run the dishwasher only with a full load. Skip the energy-intensive drying cycle by choosing the “air-dry”
option or by simply opening the door overnight.
• Run the washing machine only with full loads. Set the
temperature to “cold/cold” to conserve energy.
• Use reusable shopping bags.
• Minimize disposables. Bring a mug and cutlery to
work.
• Use cloth napkins at a meal. Wipe up with a rag instead of paper towels.
• Replace the incandescent light bulbs in your house
with CFLs (compact ﬂuorescent light bulbs) or LEDs
(lights emitting diodes). Visit http://homeenergysavings.pepco.com/lighting-program to ﬁnd participating retailers for instant, in-store discounts on select
Energy Star-certiﬁed lighting.
• Are you recycling everything you can? Refresh
your memory on what items the City collects for
curbside recycling by visiting www.rockvillemd.gov/
recycling-refuse, and then check your trash for rogue
recyclables.
• Go the speed limit. Every 10 mph in speed reduces
fuel economy by 4 miles per gallon.
• Energy—in heated or cooled air—can be wasted
through leaky electrical outlets. Install insulation behind the plates of wall outlets.
• Turn off any appliances that are not being used for
more than hour. Even at an “energy-saver” setting, a
computer, game console or television wastes energy.
• Shut off lights when leaving a room. Put reminders
on your switch plates or install motion sensors that
turn lights off automatically.
• Purchase locally grown food. Walk to a farmers’
market or consider joining a community supported
agriculture (CSA) group that delivers local produce.
• End junk mail. Stop unwanted catalogs by visiting
www.catalogchoice.org, credit card offers by calling
1-888-5-OPTOUT (1-888-567-8688) and other junk
mail by visiting www.DMAchoice.org.
• Check your vehicle’s tire pressure. Cars with low
tire pressure get lower gas mileage.
• Place an insulating cover over your water heater.
You can ﬁnd a “blanket” at most hardware stores.
(A plumbing expert may be required to install such a
cover on oil or gas-powered heaters.)
• Support environmental efforts in Rockville. Get
involved and learn more through the Environment
Commission. Visit www.rockvillemd.gov/environment and the commission’s page at www.rockvillemd.gov/boardscommissions.

Take-Back Day Offers
Safe Way to Dispose of
Unwanted Prescription Drugs

Keep Unwanted Medications Out of the Environment
and Out of the Wrong Hands
The Rockville City Police Department offers a safe,
free and anonymous way to dispose of unwanted prescription drugs during National Drug Take-Back Day on
Saturday, April 26.
In cooperation with the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA), City police will accept unused
– including expired – prescription drugs from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the Rockville City Police Station Lobby at 2
West Montgomery Ave.
National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day aims to
provide a convenient and responsible means of disposal,
which keeps prescription drugs from potentially polluting our drinking water while also educating the public
about the potential for abuse of these medications.
To learn more about the initiative, go to www.dea.
gov.
For more information on the April 26 collection,
call Rockville police Cpl. Ken Matney at 240-314-8922.
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Earth Month 2014
Meet Your Neighbor:
Meet Your Neighbor is a
regular feature in Rockville
Reports and on Rockville 11
highlighting the unique individuals that make our community a special place. To suggest
someone for a future episode
and article, email
meetyourneighbor@rockvillemd.gov.
As a child, Rockville
resident Chuck Woolery’s
interest in the environment grew as he played,
fished and explored the
rivers, islands and parks
near his childhood home in
Richland, Wash.
Woolery’s interest in
the environment continued throughout his career. He earned a degree
in biology from Colorado
State University and became a biology teacher.
Later he worked for East
Bay Conservation Corp,
in Oakland, Calif., where
he helped disadvantaged
youth build trails, pull
invasive plants and learn
about environmental is-

Chuck Woolery

Woolery has been
recognized by the City for
his environmental efforts.
sues. Woolery also ran the
biology lab at the University
of California, Berkeley’s
Lawrence Hall of Science, using animals to teach children
about nature and environmental issues.
He and his wife, Laura,
met on a botany field trip.
In Rockville, Woolery has
volunteered at Croydon Creek
Nature Center’s invasive species pulls (see the Calendar
on pg. 8 for information on
this month’s pull). He also
expanded his house with
an addition that minimized
its environmental footprint.

Everything except the addition’s cement foundation was
built with recycled, reused
and repurposed materials.
Last fall, Woolery removed most of a thick row of
invasive plants surrounding
a neighbor’s home, a job he
plans to finish before Earth
Day on April 22. Woolery
also helps neighbors fill
their wood racks and splits
firewood for them for free,
calling it “one of my favorite
workouts.”
One aspect of Rockville
Woolery said he appreciates
is the large number of professionals and volunteers who
spend time working to make
life better for others “on this
increasingly interconnected
planet.”
“What I love most about
Rockville is its diversity of
people and their ideas,” he
said.
Watch a Rockville 11
interview with Woolery on
the City’s YouTube channel,
www.youtube.com/cityof
rockville.

See the calendar on page 7 for Earth Month events – look for the 3 symbol.

Tree City USA

continued from pg. 1…
open to the public.
It is the 25th consecutive
year Rockville has received
the Tree City USA honor.
“This award underscores
the Mayor and Council’s
commitment to maintaining
and planting trees and their
understanding of the many
benefits trees provide in our
urban community,” said
City Forester Wayne Noll.
“Trees absorb pollutants, intercept rain and reduce cooling costs, saving energy.”
To be named a Tree City
USA, a city must have:
• A tree board.
• A community tree
ordinance.
• A community forest program with an annual
budget of at least $2 per
capita.
• An Arbor Day observance
and proclamation.
For more information
on trees in Rockville visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/
trees. View an urban tree
canopy map of the City at
www.rockvillemd.gov/interactivemaps.

Did You Know?
Fun Facts for Earth Month

Fill ’er Up!
You can fill a reusable 20 ounce water bottle
more than 1,300 times for
just $1. TapIt, a national
program promoting water
sustainability, highlights
eateries, shops and fountain locations where you
can fill up for free. Visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/
water and select “TapItFind Free Water.”

lion gallons of water. Repair
auto leaks and service cars
regularly. Use drip pans,
cardboard or kitty litter to
catch spills and leaks and
dispose as refuse. Take
used motor oil and filters to
a vendor or local disposal
facility to be recycled.

Trash from Rockville’s
Streams is in the Bag

Get Oil Spills Off the
Streets
One gallon of used oil
can contaminate 1 mil-

and dispose of pet waste
properly. Flush it, deposit
it in a regular trash can,
or utilize the special pet
waste trash cans found in
some of Rockville’s parks
and dog parks, like the
one pictured here in King
Farm.

When Your Dog Does Its
Duty, Please Do Yours
There are approximately 4,600 registered
dogs in Rockville, making pet waste disposal
an important health and
environmental concern.
Dog owners should remember to pick up after their
four-legged companions

Volunteers collected
262 bags of trash from
Rockville’s streams in
2013. Learn how you can
adopt a stream at www.
rockvillemd.gov/environment and see the calendar
on Page 7 to learn about
the annual Potomac River
Watershed Cleanup on
April 5 at sites around the
Rockville.

Scan this QR code with your smartphone to visit the City of Rockville’s
website. If you don’t already have
a QR code reader on your phone,
there are plenty of free apps you can
download.When you have an app installed, point your phone’s camera at
the code and the website will appear
in your phone’s web browser.
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