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Rockville Celebrates Diversity

African American History Recognized in Milestones

Enjoy traditional Asian dances and music, light refreshments and
more at the annual Lunar New Year event.

Welcome the Year of the Snake
Annual Lunar New Year Event Set for Feb. 16
Celebrate Rockville’s Asian
cultures and welcome the year
of the snake on Saturday, Feb.
16, from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
Rockville Town Center.
Spend the early part of the
day in Rockville Town Square
enjoying a parade, outdoor
food vendors and arts and
crafts in the VisArts gallery, 155
Gibbs St., and then transition
to the Montgomery County
Executive Office Building, 101
Monroe St., at 3 p.m. to enjoy
free cultural performances and
light refreshments.
For a complete list of performers visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/events.
One in three Rockville residents were born outside the
United States and 54 percent of

the City’s foreign-born population was born in Asia, according to Rockville’s planning
department.
The day-long celebration is organized by the City
of Rockville Asian Pacific
American Task Force and
VisArts at Rockville to commemorate the beginning of
the year 4711 on the Chinese
calendar.
For more information about
the performances at 3 p.m. or
the task force, contact Janet
Kelly, task force liaison, at 240314-8316 or jkelly@rockvillemd.
gov. For more information about
the parade, vendors and gallery
display, visit the VisArts website at www.visartsatrockville.
org.
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New Canine Police Officer Recon is Ready to Serve
Rocko Retires After Seven Years on the Force
The Rockville City Police
Department is always on
the go keeping crime off
Rockville’s streets with trained
personnel on two legs as
well as four legs. The Police
Department’s K-9 unit —
Officers Rocko and Boomer —
have been an exceptional asset
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to the police force, and a new
member is ready to join the
team.
Like Rocko and Boomer,
new police dog Recon has
gone through rigorous training and graduated from patrol
school on Jan. 9. Recon will
eventually train for 13 weeks

are German Shepherds who
were imported from the Czech
Republic to join the police
force. Rocko is handled by
Corporal Kyle Dickerson and
Boomer is handled by Corporal
Heath Marshall. Rocko is
trained in narcotics detection
continued on pg. 4…

Recycling and Refuse
Collected on a
Regular Schedule
Rockville City Hall will
be closed for Presidents Day,
Monday, Feb. 18, and several
Rockville facilities and programs will operate on a limited schedule.
Parking fees at City-owned
meters will be suspended on
Presidents Day.
Residents will have their recycling and refuse collected on
their regular day. Call 240-3148568 for more information or
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
recycling-refuse.
The following list outlines the schedule for City of
Rockville facilities and programs on Feb. 8:
• The Rockville Senior Center
will be closed.
• Rockville Civic Center Park
offices will be closed.
• Croydon Creek Nature
Center will be closed.
• The Glenview Mansion and
the Glenview Mansion Art
Gallery will be closed.
• The F. Scott Fitzgerald
Theatre and Box Office will
be closed.
• The Twinbrook Community
Recreation Center will be
open 6 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
• The Lincoln Park
Community Center will be
open 9 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
• Thomas Farm Community
Center will be open 6 a.m. to
9:30 p.m.
• The Rockville Swim and
Fitness Center will be open
regular hours.
For more information about
schedules for specific facilities
or programs or information on
recycling and refuse collection,
call 240-314-5000 or visit www.
rockvillemd.gov.
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in narcotics detection. Adding
Recon to the ranks of the City’s
successful K-9 Unit will be
another asset to the Rockville
City Police.
The City’s K-9 unit has
made a difference in helping
keep Rockville safe. Senior
officers Rocko and Boomer

City Hall to
Close for
Presidents Day

Draft plans for Rockville’s
Pike will be made public
soon.
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Neighbors have warm
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Development Watch

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW

275 North Washington St.

At its January 9 meeting the Planning
Commission approved two applications that will
begin the development of the area north of Beall
Ave. in Town Center between North Washington
St. and MD355. The JBG Company submitted a
Preliminary Subdivision Plan and Final Record
Plat to begin redevelopment of the former Giant
grocery store site located at 275 N. Washington
St. The first building proposed by JBG is an approximately 25,000-square-foot, two-story building at the southwest corner of the newly created
lot, fronting North Washington St. The ground
floor of the building is proposed to be occupied
by the Bank of America with the remainder of
the ground floor proposed for retail. The second
floor of the building will be office space.
The Town Center Master Plan, adopted in
2001, envisions the extension of Dawson Ave.
to connect North Washington St. with MD355.
Additionally, Maryland Ave. is planned to be extended north of Beall Ave. to connect with the
proposed Dawson Ave. extension. This project will
provide the first steps in the implementation of
these street extensions. The project still requires
site plan approval, which has been submitted to
the City and is currently in the review process.

Projects in
the Pipeline

How to Stay Involved
3 Check the City’s website regularly at www.
3
3

rockvillemd.gov/zoning/development for status updates on development projects in your
neighborhood and throughout the city.
Contact the Planning and Zoning Division at
240-314-8200 to find out more about specific
projects.
Attend an “area” meeting near you held by
applicants for specific projects and public
meetings held by the City for all other applications and general city business. Meeting
schedules, agendas and information packets for the Mayor and Council are available
on the City’s website at www.rockvillemd.
gov/government/mc, and for the Planning
Commission, Historic District Commission
and Board of Appeals at www.rockvillemd.
gov/government/commissions.

Major Planning Applications
Pre-Application Submittals
The following major development project applications
have been recently submitted to the City for pre-application review:
1. 727 West Montgomery Ave. (Seventh Day Adventist
Church): Pre-Application submittal for a proposed
parking lot expansion at an existing place of worship.
File #: PAM2011-00049
2. 731 West Montgomery Ave. (Child Care Center):
Proposed expansion of an existing residential child care
center. File #: PAM2013-00056
3. 1450 Rockville Pike (BMW of Rockville): Proposed
consolidation and expansion of the service facility and
structured parking. File #: PAM2013-00055
4. 15190 Frederick Rd. (Auto Zone): Pre-Application submittal for a proposed new 6,784-square-foot retail store.
File #: PAM2011-00048

Applications in Process
The following major applications and proposed development projects are currently in the development review
process:
5. 201 W. Gude Dr. (PEPCO Service Center): Proposed
exhibit building with ancillary lab and restrooms totaling 1,780-square-feet. File #: STP2013-00146
6. 275 N. Washington St. (former Giant Site): Final
Record Plat to create two lots out of an existing single
lot and Level 1 Site Plan submittal for the development of a two-story building with a bank, office and
retail use. File #: PLT2013-00522, PLT2013-00524 and
STP2013-00145
7. 369 Hungerford Dr. (PNC Bank): Level 1 Site
Application for a proposed bank facility with a drive-
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through. File #: STP2013-000135
8. 626 and 628 Great Falls Rd. (Chinese Jehovah’s
Witnesses): Proposed development of a new place of
worship. File #: STP2012-00114
9. 1592 Rockville Pike (Twinbrook Metroplace):
Site Application implementing Phase I of the approved Project Plan for Twinbrook Metroplace. File #:
STP2013-00140

15.

Recently Approved Applications
The following major applications and development
projects were recently approved by the designated
Approving Authority and are currently or soon to be under construction:
10. 50 Maryland Ave. (Montgomery County Judicial
Center): 200,000-square-foot addition to the existing Montgomery County Judicial Center. Approved
March 10, 2010 and currently under construction. File
#: STP2010-00017
11. 121 Hungerford Dr. (Rockville Metro Plaza): Minor
Site Plan amendment to a previously approved Use
Permit. Approved April 29, 2011 and currently under
construction. File # STP2011-00073
12. 209 Monroe St. (Victory Housing): 86-unit residential senior living facility with a street closing/abandonment and preliminary subdivision plan to create
seven lots. Approved Oct. 27, 2010 and currently under
construction. File #: SCA2006-00097, PLT2009-00498,
PLT2011-00505, SPX2009-00378 and STP2010-00034
13. 430 Hungerford Dr. (Walgreens Drugstore): Site Plan
for a new drugstore in an existing commercial building. Approved March 14, 2012. File #: STP2012-00111
14. 1592 Rockville Pike (Twinbrook Metroplace): Project

16.

17.

18.

19.

Plan for a new mixed-use development comprised
of approximately 286,000-square-feet of office, retail,
restaurant and health club use, a 200-room hotel and
850 multi-family residential units. Approved April 16,
2012. File #: PJT2012-00002
1800 Rockville Pike (Twinbrook West): Site Plan for
a new mixed-use development comprised of approximately 100,000-square-feet of retail and restaurant
use and 360 multi-family residential units. Approved
March 28, 2012. File #: STP2012-00101
1807 Rockville Pike: New commercial retail center including a bank with drive-through facility. Approved
Nov. 9, 2011 and currently under construction. File #:
STP2011-00085
1900 Chapman Ave. (Former Syms Site): A proposed
mixed-use development with 667 multi-family residential units and approximately 5,000-square-feet
of non-residential use. Approved Aug. 8, 2012. File #:
STP2012-00112
9200 Darnestown Rd. (Brightview of Rockville):
Development of a 90-unit assisted living community.
Approved May 25, 2011 and currently under construction. File #: SPX2010-00381, STP2011-00066 and
PLT2011-00509
15955 Frederick Rd. (Silverwood/Shady Grove,
LLC): Development of a five-story, 417-unit multifamily residential project on property approved for
annexation to the City of Rockville. Approved Oct.
26, 2011. File #: STP2011-00091 and ANX2010-00139
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Mayor & Council
City of Rockville Elected Officials (Two-Year Term from November 2011 to November 2013)

Mayor
Phyllis Marcuccio

Councilmember
John F. Hall, Jr.

Councilmember
Tom Moore

Councilmember
Bridget Donnell Newton

Councilmember
Mark Pierzchala

Study Finds Net Fiscal Gains
from New Development

Rockville Pike is envisioned as a pleasant pedestrianfriendly, multi-way boulevard in the draft plan.

City Works on Update to
Rockville Pike Plan
City staff is nearing
completion of a revised
draft of the Rockville Pike
Plan, which the Planning
Commission will review and
potentially revise in February,
and then release to the public
for comments.
The draft is based on decisions made by the Planning
Commission during a series
of work sessions, in which
public testimony was considered. Also nearing completion is a revised draft of the
proposed zoning for the
Rockville Pike District, which
would implement the land
use portions of the plan and
will also be released to the
public for comments.
The plan updates the last
Rockville Pike plan, which
was completed in 1989. The
plan area is the 2-mile stretch
of Rockville Pike between
Richard Montgomery Drive
(just south of Rockville Town
Center) and the southern
city limits (just north of Bou
Avenue). The goals for the
area include creating a place
of pride for the city; improving the experience for drivers,

walkers, bicyclists and transit
riders; maintaining economic
vitality; ensuring that development is supported by
sufficient public services and
facilities; and improving the
environment of the corridor.
The Planning
Commission may make further revisions to the draft
plan and zoning before they
are released for public comment. The dates for public
comment, including the
public hearing date, will be
announced when the documents are released.
The Planning Commission will consider this new
input from the public as it
makes final changes to the
document. The Planning
Commission will send its final recommended Rockville
Pike Plan to the Mayor and
Council for its consideration.
For more information,
visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/rockvillespike or call
planner Cindy Kebba in
the Community Planning
and Development Services
Department at 240-3148233.

A study of costs and
revenues associated with
new development in
Rockville has found that
development generally
pays for itself, meaning
the amount of revenue
generated from the property and other taxes tends
to exceed the cost of providing City services to
that new development.
The study, completed
by the consulting firm
Municipal and Financial
Services Group, analyzed
four existing, developed
sites and two recently approved but un-built development projects. The sites
analyzed included single
family homes, multi-family properties and mixed
use projects. Mixed-use
projects, which contain
some retail, residential
and office uses, tend to
provide a higher positive

Property Assessments to
Inform FY14 Budget Process
budget work sessions in the
Information on the most
spring. The FY14 budget year
recent round of the City’s
begins July 1.
property tax asIT’S YOUR MONEY:
The proposed
sessments will
Learn more about the
budget will
be discussed at
FY14 budget at www.rockreach the Mayor
the Mayor and
villemd.gov/budget.
and Council in
Council’s meetmid-March, with proposed
ing on Monday, Feb. 11, at 7
property tax rates, and water,
p.m. in City Hall.
sewer, refuse and storm waThe assessments informater management rates. The
tion will form a basis for the
Mayor and Council will hold
development of the city manseveral work sessions and
ager’s proposed budget and
public hearings before adoptinform City leaders as they
ing a final budget in May.
consider and adopt the Fiscal
For more information, visit
Year 2014 (FY14) budget. The
www.rockvillemd.gov/budget
Mayor and Council will disor call the Finance Department
cuss the assessments’ impact
at 240-314-8400.
on the budget throughout the

Rockville’s Charter Review Commission Presents Final Report
Mayor and Council to Review Referendum Questions
The Charter Review
Commission presented
its recommendations for
amendments to the City
charter to the Mayor and
Council in January.
Steven VanGrack, chair
of the commission, pre-

sented the recommendations, which included an
extension of elected terms
from two years to four
years, a change in the election schedule to coincide
with federal presidential
elections, and an increase
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return than stand-alone
residential development,
the study found.
For example, the
project that began construction recently on the
parking lot in front of the
Regal Cinemas in Town
Center is expected to generate $195,000 more annually than it will cost the
City to provide services to
the property.
The Mayor and Council
discussed the study at
their Jan. 7 meeting, and
are expected to use the
information as a resource
when examining future
new development.
Read the full study online at www.rockvillemd.
gov/government/finance.
htm or call the City’s
Community Planning and
Development Services
Department 240-314-8200
for more information.

in the number of councilmembers from four to six.
The Charter Review
Commission, formed in
April 2012 by the Mayor
and Council, reviewed and
evaluated the City charter
provisions on the length

of elected terms, number
of members, and election
schedule of the Mayor and
Council. The Mayor and
Council requested that
the charter be reviewed
in response to low voter
turnout and to research
best practices of municipal
elections.
continued on pg. 5…

MEETINGS & DROP IN SCHEDULE
All general sessions, work sessions and public
hearings are televised on Rockville Channel 11, and
are available on streaming video at www.rockville
md.gov. Residents may comment on any subject for
up to three minutes during the “Citizens Forum”
portion at most meetings. Meetings are at 7 p.m.
and are subject to change.
• Feb. 4 (Monday)
• Feb. 11 (Monday)
• Feb. 25 (Monday)
The Mayor and one Councilmember are available to meet with residents for drop-in discussions
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. one Monday per month in the
Mayor and Council office at City Hall. No appointment is necessary, but a call to the City Clerk’s
Office is appreciated, call 240-314-8280.
Along with Mayor Marcuccio, the councilmember scheduled is: John F. Hall, Jr., Feb. 11.

IN BRIEF

Amendments to Chapter 19 of
the City Code Adopted

As the result of regulatory changes mandated
by the Maryland Department of the Environment
(MDE), the Mayor and Council adopted revisions to
chapter 19 of the City Code in January. The changes
affect the sediment control and stormwater management ordinance and implementing regulations.
The revisions will help protect Rockville’s environment and are designed to clarify and reorganize
this ordinance to better align it with state requirements and make it easier for developers and individuals managing construction projects in the city
to comply. Changes include more stringent site stabilization (vegetation) and grading criteria for construction projects and a more comprehensive local
government review of erosion and sediment control
and stormwater management plans.
The revised ordinance is available on the City’s
website at www.rockvillemd.gov/environment/regulations/stormwater.html.
For more information, contact the project manager Arthur Ray at 240-314-8876 or aray@rockvillemd.gov.

Mayor and Council Consider
Joining Heritage Area

The Mayor and Council moved ahead last month
on the proposal to join the existing Montgomery
County Heritage Area.
The Mayor and Council discussed the proposal
to join the heritage area at their Jan. 14 meeting,
and were expected to decide the matter on Jan.
28. If they approve an amendment to the county’s
Heritage Area Management Plan, the City and local heritage and non-profit organizations could be
eligible for grants and loan assistance for a variety
of projects that support Heritage Tourism efforts,
such as buying, developing, and programming nondesignated historic buildings and non-historic buildings in active tourism use. At the public hearing in
December, speakers were supportive of the City
joining the Heritage Area.
If you would like to see the proposed amendment text, see the City’s website at www.rockvillemd.gov or contact Robin Ziek at 240-314-8230, or
by email at history@rockvillemd.gov.

Board and Commission
Vacancies

The City is seeking applicants for:
Human Service Advisory Commission (one)
Planning Commission (one)
Sign Review Board (one)
Traffic and Transportation Commission (one)
According to City policy, members whose terms
are ending are invited to reapply for appointment.
To learn more about any board or commission,
call the City Clerk’s Office at 240-314-8280 or go to
www.rockvillemd.gov.
•
•
•
•
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Registration Open for Rockville
Business Academy
Businesses Encouraged to Learn More about City

Business owners, managers and leaders are invited to attend the new Rockville Business Academy
this winter to learn about how the City government
interacts with businesses. Enrollment is open now.
The free program will run for three Wednesdays:
Feb. 6, 13 and 20, from 7:30 to 10 a.m.The program
is designed to give businesses the tools to operate
effectively in the City. Sessions will be facilitated by
City staff and business professionals.
The Rockville Business Academy is a partnership
between the City’s neighborhood resources division, Rockville Chamber of Commerce, Rockville
Women’s Business Center and REDI.The academy
builds on the successful Rockville University and
School of Rock(ville) programs that encourage citizen awareness and participation in City government.
For more information, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/residents/rockville_bus_academy. To sign up, visit
www.rockvillechamber.org.

Represent Your Community
with a Rockville License Plate

Rockville residents, or those who work for the
City of Rockville, will be able to have a unique license
plate for their vehicle.The City’s Neighborhood
Resources Division is offering organizational license
plates that incorporate the
City’s seal, the
initials “RKV,”
and “Rockville,
Maryland” scripted at the bottom. Applications are
available for those interested in having new license
plates.
If you live in or work for the City of Rockville,
these organizational plates will give you the opportunity to represent Rockville, showcase your pride in
the community and create a sense of identity.
Interested applicants must have registered
Maryland license plates in order to replace it with
the Rockville plate.There will be a one-time $25
Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration fee for each
application. For further details on how to apply,
contact Orlando Heyliger, the City’s Neighborhood
Resources Coordinator, at 240-314-8343 or email at
oheyliger@rockvillemd.gov.

Reminder to Pick Up After Pets
Dispose of Pet Waste Promptly and Properly

Dog owners of Rockville should remember to
pick up after their four-legged companions and to
dispose of pet waste properly. Leaving pet waste
where it drops is illegal in the City of Rockville, and
violators can face up to $1000 in fines for each
offense.
You can properly and responsibly dispose of pet
waste by flushing it down the toilet, using plastic bags
or commercially produced pooper scoopers and depositing it in a regular trash can, or utilizing the special pet waste trash cans found in some of Rockville’s
parks and dog parks. If flushing pet waste down the
toilet, make sure debris, such as rocks, sticks, and cat
litter, do not get flushed down too, in order to prevent plumbing problems.
When collecting your pet’s droppings, also remember to never put waste in a storm drain: what
goes in a storm drain ends up in the City’s waterways and eventually, in the Chesapeake Bay. Also, do
not think of pet waste as fertilizer – it is raw sewage
and carries bacteria and other pathogens harmful to
human health.
For more information, go to www.rockvillemd.
gov/environment/watersheds/pet-waste.pdf.
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In The Community
City Making Use of Rockville
Summit Recommendations

Rocko is Retiring.

Police K-9 Officers
continued from pg. 1…

and Boomer in explosives.
The intent for the K-9 unit
is to primarily search for
illegal items in buildings,
vehicles, and on people.
The dogs also help locate
missing persons, track articles, and protect their human officers.
While the unit is now
welcoming new member
Recon, they are also saying goodbye to Officer
Rocko. Rocko’s career in
the field with the Rockville
City Police has been an accomplished one and, after
seven years on the force,
he is ready to retire. Born
in the Czech Republic,
Rocko made his way to
the United States via
Connecticut for a rigorous
review and testing process
to eventually become the
first member of Rockville’s
K-9 Unit. He was soon
joined by K-9 Officer
Boomer in 2008 after the

Recon is ready to serve.
Department received
a Homeland Security
grant. In 2010, Rocko and
Corporal Dickerson were
honored with a Public
Safety Award for their
“perseverance in the capture of an armed and dangerous suspect.”
The police department’s
K-9 unit not only serves
as everyday heroes but
also upholds their position as man’s best friend.
The police dogs allow officers to reach out to the
community, serving as an
icebreaker to open up communication with residents,
according to Dickerson. At
two-and-a-half years old,
Officer Recon is ready to
take on this role and report
to duty.
To learn more about
the Rockville City Police
Department or to view
past Rockville Channel
11 productions on the K-9
Unit, go to www.rockvillemd.gov/police.

After the Rockville
Summit 2012 brought the
community together to
consider the city’s future,
the work of evaluating recommendations of citizen
working groups is well
underway.
The volunteer working
groups met last summer
and developed thoughtful
recommendations related to
City services and budgeting,
education and school capacity, housing, job growth,
preserving Rockville’s character, and transportation
and traffic.
The work
groups and
Rockville
community
members
gathered in
November
for the summit. In
December, the Mayor and
Council heard an overview
of the recommendations
from the working groups
and began a discussion of
next steps.
Since then, City Manager
Barb Matthews and other
key City staff identified recommendations that are already being acted on, those
which require short- or longterm solutions and those
that may not be feasible and
will be put on hold at this
time. Many issues raised in
the recommendations will
be addressed in the update

to the City’s Comprehensive
Master Plan, which is in the
early planning stages.
Departments and work
teams are already working
on other recommendations,
for example reviewing and
streamlining permitting
processes, advocating for
adequate school facilities,
assisting seniors to “age
in place,” creating open
spaces within urban nodes,
and improving pedestrian
facilities.
The current fiscal environment makes it difficult
to address
highercost, lowerpriority
items in the
near future.
Rockville
will prioritize items that are directly
within the City government’s purview and not
provided or addressed by
other entities.
Some of the recommendations lend themselves to
partnering with other organizations, such as Rockville
Economic Development,
Inc. and parent-teacher associations. City staff will
reach out to partner organizations to develop plans
for responding to those
recommendations.
Read more about the
summit at www.rockvillemd.gov/summit.

Rockville a ‘Bike Friendly’ Community
Traffic Safety Efforts

Rockville works proactively to provide pedestrian
and bicycle friendly facilities
and programs that encourage convenient, comfortable,
and safe access to destinations
throughout the city.

Accident Rates Falling
To coordinate efforts across
departments, staff formed an
interdepartmental committee
with representatives from the
City departments of Public
Works, Police, Recreation and
Parks, and City Manager’s
Office, and the Rockville Bike
Advisory Committee (RBAC).
This committee has seen positive results, including an increase in bicycle activity, and
a reduction in the amount of
pedestrian and bicycle accidents reported over the past
three years:
• 2010: 28 crashes reported
• 2011: 15 accidents reported

• 2012: 15 accidents reported  
(fewer severe accidents)
To monitor bicycle use,
the City worked with RBAC
to conduct “bike counts”
at several locations on the
Millennium Trail in 2011 and
2012. These counts indicated
a 30 percent increase in commuter bicyclists.
In order to encourage this
trend, the City is planning
more bike-related resources
for commuter bicyclists and
continuing safety education
initiatives.

With more bicyclists on
the road, the Rockville City
Police Department has installed five red-light cameras
around town in an effort
to ensure safety among bicyclists and pedestrians as
well as motorists. Motorists
failing to stop at red lights
or making hasty right turns
on red are a common cause
of pedestrian and bicycle
accidents.
The cameras record vehicles that fail to make a
complete stop at the stop line
before entering the crosswalk or intersection. This
enforcement also applies
to those vehicles turning
right on red. To see a list of
intersections with red light
cameras in place, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/police/redlight.html.

The Police Department’s
“Rockville Reflects” program is another initiative to
keep Rockville’s roads safe.
Officers hand out reflective
bands for pedestrians and
bicyclists to wear in order
to be visible to motorists
during hours when drivers’
vision is compromised. To
obtain a “Rockville Reflects”
band, stop by the Police
Department at 2 North
Washington St.

Looking Forward
In order to maintain the
City’s Bike Friendly status,
Rockville will also continue
work to bring the National
Capital Bike Share program
to the area this spring.
To learn more about bicycling in Rockville, visit
the City’s website at www.
rockvillemd.gov/recreation/
bicycling.
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News You Can Use
Register Now for Rockville’s
Summer Camps
Your summer adventure awaits!
Believe it or not, summer
– and Rockville’s popular
summer camps – are just a
few short months away.
Residents can get up to
speed on Rockville’s summer camp programs by
reading the 2013 Camp
Guide, available online at
www.rockvillemd.gov/
recreation/guide/summercamps, or for pick up at City
Hall, community centers
and libraries.
Registration for residents and non-residents is
now open. You may register through Rock Enroll on
the City’s website, by mail
or fax, or in-person at City
Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.
When Rockville’s first
summer camps were held
in 1962, only a handful of
families took part in the
programs. Today, more than
2,000 campers, from ages 3
to 16, participate in a wide
range of camp offerings.
With more than 50 camps
to choose from in Rockville,

Charter Review

continued from pg. 3…
Extensive outreach was
conducted to hear from
Rockville citizens at five
town hall meetings. After
completing their research,
the commission’s final
report outlined recommendations intended to increase citizen participation
in City government and, in
particular, the election of
the Mayor and Council.
The charter was established in 1860, when
Rockville became incorporated as a city. This
important document sets

including new camps added
this year, children are sure to
find something to suit their
tastes. Campers and parents
will find plenty of standard
favorites, with activities
that include creating crafts,
playing sports, dancing or
theatre acting, and exploring
science and nature.
Many camps offer children a chance to swim at the
Rockville Swim and Fitness
Center during the camp day,
while some sessions include
swim lessons. Bus transportation and before and after
camp care is available for
most camps as well.
For more information on
Rockville’s summer camps
program, contact 240-3148620.

the boundaries of the City,
dictates the structure of
government, and establishes ordinances and laws.
The last time the City’s
charter was reviewed was
in 2002 when a Charter
Review Commission was
formed under Mayor Larry
Giammo.
The Mayor and Council
have asked staff and the
commission to return with
draft referendum questions
based on the report’s recommendations. Check back
for updates on the City’s
charter at www.rockvillemd.gov.

Take a Tour of Rockville’s Recent Past
Learn About Neighborhood History
Rockville is rich in history and residents will be able
to get a glimpse of the community’s past in a series of illustrated presentations and
walking tours hosted by
Peerless Rockville. Peerless
Rockville is a nonprofit organization aiming to preserve
buildings, objects and information important to
Rockville’s heritage.
The series will focus on
“Rockville’s Recent Past,” referring to buildings, sites and
neighborhood developments
from the mid-twentieth century to today. Peerless
Historian Teresa Lachin recently published a book on
this topic, and was featured
in a Rockville 11 video segment on her publication,
found at www.youtube.com/
cityofrockville.
The “Recent Past Series”
will consist of a five-part
neighborhood profile series
culminating in an evening
lecture and panel discussion
at Rockville City Hall in early May. The schedule is as

follows:
• Twinbrook, featuring
Professor Richard
Longstreth of George
Washington University,
March 23
• Woodley Gardens, featuring historian Joan Zenzen,
April 6
• New Mark Commons, featuring Professor Isabelle
Gourney of the University
of Maryland, April 20
• Americana Centre, featuring historian Teresa
Lachin, April 27
• King Farm, featuring Jim
Wasilak, Rockville Chief of
Planning, May 4
• City Hall Panel
Discussion, moderated by
architect Elizabeth
Milnarik, early May
Through this series, residents will be able to explore
how these areas contribute to
the character and heritage of
our community.
To learn more about
Peerless Rockville, visit
www.peerlessrockville.
org.

Online Utility Billing Available Now

“Like” a status or
“retweet” your favorite celebrity – such lingo is not just for
younger generations. Seniors
of Rockville have the chance
to learn about all the ways
residents can stay connected
to the City.
The City of Rockville can
be found on social networking websites such as Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube. In
the age of laptops and mobile
devices, such social media
websites are integral tools for

Residents who receive bills from the City of
Rockville for water, sewer
and recycling and refuse services now have the option to
receive and pay those bills
online.
To pay online, visit the
website at www.rockvillemd.
gov/residents/online_utilitybill.htm and set up a user ID
and password. It is also possible to enroll in auto pay so
that your credit or debit card
is automatically charged each
time you are billed.

residents to stay up to date
on all the latest happenings
in Rockville.
If you are a senior who
wants to learn all about staying connected with others
and your community at your
computer at home or mobile
device, classes are available at the Rockville Senior
Center, 1150 Carnation Dr.
For more information
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
seniorcenter or call 240-3148800.
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Never Too Late for Winter Weather
Stay Prepared for Possible Snow and Ice

Rockville’s winter weather has been mild so far,
but February is a notoriously unpredictable month for
snow and ice.
If severe weather does occur, there are several
ways to stay informed and learn about storm response efforts, closures and cancelations.
• Visit Rockville’s website: www.rockvillemd.gov.
• Subscribe to press releases via email: www.rockvillemd.gov/contacts/listserv.html.
• Check Rockville’s Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/cityofrockville.
• Subscribe to text and email alerts: https://alert.
rockvillemd.gov/index.php.
• Follow Rockville on Twitter: @rockville411 and
@alertrockville.
• Watch Channel 11: available from cable providers
on channel 11.
• Call an inclement weather line: numbers are listed
at www.rockvillemd.gov/weather.html.
To learn more, go to www.rockvillemd.gov/winterweather.html.

Rockville’s neighborhoods are one of the things that make the
community great. Learn why during this upcoming series.

Social Media for Seniors

Learn the Ins and Outs of Social Networks

IN AND AROUND ROCKVILLE

To have utility bill payments automatically taken
out of your checking or savings account visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/residents/
utility-electronic-transfer.pdf.
To receive your bill by
email visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/e-gov/ebill.html and fill
out the form.
For more information
about utility billing, contact
the Revenue Division at 240314-8420 or visit www.rockvillemd.gov/residents/utility.
htm.

Glenview Mansion Available
to Rent at Affordable Rates

Host Your Meeting, Retreat or Wedding in a
Historic Setting Right Here in Rockville
Looking for a place to host your next business
meeting, organizational retreat or fundraiser? The
historic Glenview Mansion at Rockville Civic Center
Park, 603 Edmonston Dr., may be just the place.
The mansion offers a number of different meeting
spaces for your convenience. Conference rooms, large
living areas decorated in period-style furnishings, a formal dining room, a catering kitchen and more are on
site. Meals and audiovisual services can also be arranged.
To view a virtual tour of the mansion and
grounds, request rental rates and availability, or learn
about regularly scheduled programs at the facility, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/glenview.

City Participates in County
Historic Preservation Tax Credit
Applications available for property owners

Tax credits are available for properties located within designated historic districts, or that are listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. They are provided
at the county, state, and federal level.
The City of Rockville’s Historic District
Commission (HDC) participates only in Montgomery
County’s preservation tax credit program, which considers yearly exterior maintenance expenses, although
structural repairs and pruning of trees away from a historic structure may also be included. The benefit of this
program typically refunds from property taxes 10 percent eligible expenditures. Ordinary maintenance does
not require prior HDC approval, but all other exterior
work must have prior HDC approval to be eligible. The
HDC reviews tax credit applications and makes a recommendation to the county to approve or disallow the
proposed tax credit.

Applicants should remember the following:

• Maintenance work does not require prior HDC approval, and this program evaluates the work undertaken by the applicant.
• Take photos documenting condition before and after
work is undertaken,
• Only exterior work is reviewed,
• Ten percent of approved/allowable exterior expenses deducted from the property tax bill issued in the
following year.
Applications should be postmarked by April 1,
which will then go under review by the HDC during
May and June 2013. Learn more about tax credits at the
county, state, or federal level, or to get an application,
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/historic/tax-credit.html.
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THINGS TO DO IN ROCKVILLE

Enjoy the Poetry
of Robert Frost

The Rockville Friends of the Library is hosting
an adult program at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 24, in the
Rockville Memorial Library first floor meeting room.
Sam Allen will present his original one-man show for
all ages, performed from the first-person perspective of poet Robert Frost.
The show will include stories about the writer’s
life and recitations of selected poems.
This is a free event open to the public.
The Friends of the Library, Rockville Chapter is
a non-profit organization. For more information visit
www.folmc.org.

Arts & Entertainment
Celebrate Valentine’s
Day in Rockville

Attend an Event with Your Valentine

Play the Family Feud –
Rockville Style
Survey Says: Sign Up Now!

Bring your family to compete for prizes and play
the popular Family Feud game, complete with trivia
about life in Rockville.
Join us on Friday, March 1, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
Thomas Farm Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove
Dr. Your team captain should be a City resident.
Teams of six players can include three players over
18 years old and three players at least 8 years old.
Relatives must be one of the following: mother, father, grandparent, cousin, sibling, aunt, uncle or step
relations.
Captains can register with your family name for
$10 per family. Go to RockEnroll online at www.
rockvillemd.gov/recreation and register for course
#42118, or call 240-314-8620 for more information.

Dash and Splash Turns Up Heat
Compete in the Swim Center’s Duathalon

Earn some bragging rights this winter by competing in an event consisting of a 20-minute walk/
run on a treadmill followed by a 20-minute swim.
Winners in each age group will be ranked by total
distance logged during the competition.
• Age: 15+
• Competition dates: Saturday, Feb. 23 and Sunday,
Feb. 24
• Fee: $15 Resident / $20 Non-resident
• Location: Rockville Swim and Fitness Center, 355
Martins Ln.
To register, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/recreation/
guide and see page 64 for course numbers and times.

Life Goes On in Winter for
Rockville’s Furry Friends

Most animals spend the winter very differently
than humans, even the ones that live near Rockville’s
Croydon Creek Nature Center.
Residents can keep an eye out for winter animal
activity on the hiking trails surrounding Croydon
Creek Nature Center, 852 Avery Rd. The nature
center property sits on 120 acres of beautifully preserved forest, open meadow areas and a winding
creek bustling with a variety of wildlife.
Despite winter’s harshness there is a certain
beauty in nature that doesn’t come at any other
time of the year. Against the gray and brown backdrop you can see things that are hard to see at any
other time of the year. Look into the trees and see
if you can find the nest of a bird or squirrel or perhaps a hole where a woodpecker has been pecking.
See if you can spot the bright red feathers of a male
cardinal or the brilliant blue of a blue jay. Look hard
for the shape of a white tailed deer.
Winter is also a great time for tracking animals
through mud or snow, especially on the forested
trails surrounding the City’s nature center. See if
you can find animal tracks and tell which way they
were going, or maybe you can see where a deer or
rabbit has been having a snack on twigs. Take a walk
in the Hayes Forest Preserve or one of Rockville’s
many parks to see if you can find some of the amazing things that nature has to offer in winter.
For more information visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/croydoncreek.
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Students Invited to Enter
Work in Annual Art Show
Students who like to draw,
paint, sculpt or create other
visual arts can showcase their
talents during the annual
Rockville Student Art Show.
Submissions will be accepted from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 24, at the Art
Gallery at Glenview Mansion
in Rockville Civic Center Park,
603 Edmonston Dr. The art
show will take place Sunday,
March 3, through Wednesday,
March 20. Gallery hours are
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m.
An opening reception will
be held Sunday, March 3, from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. The opening festivities will include an
award ceremony for participating students at 2 p.m.
Students in kindergarten
through 12th grade who live
in the City of Rockville or attend school in the city are invited to participate.

Students may submit one
piece of artwork in any media.
Two entry forms must accompany each piece of artwork.
Entry forms are available on
the City’s website at www.
rockvillemd.gov/arts and
at the art gallery during the
scheduled drop off time.
All artwork must be
mounted or framed and include a secure wire or string
on the back to hang. Threedimensional artwork must be
free standing and of appropriate construction for safe public display.
Judges will give ribbon
awards to the best submissions in grades three through
12. All participants will receive a certificate.
For more information
about how to register for this
unique opportunity visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/arts
or call Julie Farrell, arts programs specialist, at 240-3148682.

Love is in the air this
February and the City of
Rockville has events for everyone to enjoy with their
special Valentine.
Grab a date or enjoy
the company of friends
and family at the Annual
Heart-to-Heart
Valentine’s Dance.
There will be activities for everyone to
enjoy, including
making Valentine
crafts and dancing as a DJ spins
some musical favorites. The dance will be
held Friday, Feb. 8, from 7
to 9 p.m. at the Twinbrook
Community Recreation
Center, 12920 Twinbrook
Pkwy. Refreshments will
be sold by Twinbrook
Elementary School PTA.
The event is $3 per person, no pre-registration is
required.
Teens in grades six
through nine can celebrate Valentine’s Day
with friends at Late Night
Teen Valentine’s Party
on Saturday, Feb. 9, from
7 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at the
Thomas Farm Community
Center, 700 Fallsgrove Dr.
Refreshments will be sold,
and space is limited to the
first 100 registrations. Preregistration is $7 for residents, $10 for non-residents.
Fees at the door are $10 for
residents, $15 for non-residents, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Bring your little ones to
the Tiny Tots Valentine’s
Celebration on Tuesday,
Feb. 12, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Thomas Farm
Community Center, 700
Fallsgrove Dr. Come in
your cutest red outfit to

play, make crafts, and
sample light refreshments.
The fee is $2 per child;
adults must pay a daily
fee or membership. Preregistration is not required.
Sign off with an X and
an O and don’t miss out
on the XOXO Afterschool
Valentine’s Day Dance.
Dress in your favorite
Valentine’s Day outfit and
celebrate the dance with
friends and family as a
DJ plays the latest hits.
The event will be held
Tuesday, Feb. 14, from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Lincoln Park Community
Center, 357 Frederick Ave.
Refreshments will be sold.
The event is $3 per person; no pre-registration is
required.
For more details on
any of these events, visit
the City’s website at www.
rockvillemd.gov/events.

Shake the Winter Blahs; Look Forward to Spring Sports
The weather may keep
you indoors this month,
but you can get a jump on
spring by signing up for
a sport through the City’s
Department of Recreation
and Parks.
In addition to seasonal
sports like baseball, track
and field, and kickball,
tennis tournaments for
adults and youth will return this year.
Adults, age 18 and
older, may register for the
following:
• Men’s Softball- league
play begins April 8
• Co-Rec Softball- league
play begins April 12
• Co-Rec Kickball- league
play begins April 18
• Women’s Kickball-

league play begins April
18
Youth may register for the
following until Friday,
Feb. 15:
• Tball (ages 4-6)- league
play begins April 6
• Coach Pitch Baseball
(ages 7-9)- league play
begins April 6
• Track and Field (ages
6-14)- meets begin
May 1
Practices for youth
sports leagues begin the
week of March 18.
Tennis players are
not to be overlooked as
two tournaments will
be held in May. An adult
tennis tournament will
run Saturday, May 4
to Saturday, May 18. A

10-and-Under one-day
tournament will be held
Saturday, May 11.
To learn more about
spring sports, including

fees, how to register and
schedules, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/recreation/sports or call 240314-8620.
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FACILITIES ADDRESSES
AND PHONE NUMBERS
• Glenview Mansion Art
, Rockville
Gallery
Civic Center Park, 603
Edmonston Drive
• F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
, Rockville Civic Center
Park, 603 Edmonston Drive
• Croydon Creek Nature
Center
, Rockville Civic Center Park, 852 Avery
Road. Note: Registration
required, register online at
www.rockvillemd.gov or call
240-314-8770.
• Rockville Senior Center
, 1150 Carnation Drive.
Call 240-314-8800.
•   Rockville City Hall
111 Maryland Ave. Call
240-314-5000.

February Calendar

For the most up-to-date event
listings visit www.rockvillemd.
gov or sign up for the E-Letter:
Just click on “subscribe to news”
on the left side of the home
page, enter your name and
email, and choose City Events.

RES = Residents • NR = Non Residents • MEM = Member • NM = Non Member

7 Orientation to RWBC

Resources Learn about the
programs available through
Rockville Women’s Business
Center and other resources in
the community to expand or start
your business. Workshop will be
held at RWBC, 95 Monroe St.,
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. FREE

7 ABC’s of Starting A Business What does it take to start
your own business? Learn all
about the necessary steps and
what resources are available to
support your business endeavor.
This workshop will be held at
RWBC, 95 Monroe St., from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost: $10 fee.

8 Annual Heart-to-Heart Val-

entine’s Dance See page 6 for
more details.

16

Fitness for Busy People
If you are a busy person, this
seminar is for you! Every bit of
movement through your day
has a positive effect on health.
In this session at the Rockville
Swim and Fitness Center, 355
Martins Ln., 9 to 10 a.m. you
will learn how to “sneak” fitness
in during your busy day. $10
RES/$12 NR.

9

Board of Appeals 9:30 a.m.
Meets the second Saturday of
the month. Meetings are televised on Channel 11.

12

Human Services Advisory Commission 7:30 p.m.
Meets the second Tuesday of
the month.

13,27

18

Presidents Day Many
City facilities will close. See
page 1 for details.

Planning Commission 7 p.m. Meets the
second and fourth Wednesday
of the month. Meetings are televised on Channel 11.

22 Late Night Friday Pre-

13 Rockville Sister City

teens and teens, grades 3 to
6, have the opportunity to stay
up late having fun at Thomas
Farm Community Center, 700
Fallsgrove Drive, 7 to 10:30 p.m.
Pre-registration is recommend-

Corp. 7:30 p.m. Meets the second Wednesday of the month.

19 Rockville Seniors, Inc. 1
p.m. Meets on the third Tuesday
of the month at the Rockville
Senior Center, 1150 Carnation
Drive

20 Rockville Housing Enterprises Board 6:30 p.m. David
Scull Courts Community Center,
1133 First St. Meets the third
Wednesday of the month.

21

Rockville offers a variety of
classes and programs each
season. Find something that interests you at www.rockvillemd.
gov and click on recreation registration on the right side.

February
2,3 ‘Third’ by Wendy Wasserstein The Rockville Little
Theatre presents Wasserstein’s
final play at the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre at 8 p.m. Saturday
and 2 p.m. Sunday. Tickets $15
to $18. See www.rockvillemd.
gov/theatre for tickets.

3,24,Mar.17,
Apr.7 Four Photo-

graphic Journeys VisArts and
Vickie Lewis of Aspen Journeys
present Four Photographic
Journeys - a series of photography lectures that will occur
every three weeks beginning
Feb. 3. Register for the lecture
series at www.visartsatrockville.org/photolecture.

3-26

Glenview Mansion
Art Gallery Exhibit Rae Liu
and Linzheng Gao will exhibit
their work at the gallery this
month. FREE

6,13,20

Rockville
Business Academy Learn
more about Rockville’s government and how businesses can
operate effectively in the city.
See page 4 for details. FREE

7

Nature Tots Owls Spend
time with your child discovering
the wonders of nature at the
Croydon Creek Nature Center,
852 Avery Rd. from 10 to 11:30
a.m. A naturalist will help you
explore a new nature topic
through nature play, crafts,
stories, and hikes. Registration
required; cost: $8 RES/$10 NR

Historic District Commission 7:30 p.m. Meets the
third Thursday of the month.
Meetings are televised on channel 11.

27

Sign Review Board 9
a.m. Meets every six weeks.
2013 dates are: Feb. 27, April
10, May 22, July 3, Aug. 14,
Sept. 25, Nov. 6 and Dec. 18.

9

Summer in the City Camp
Fair Join the fun at Rockville’s
first summer camp fair. Learn
about camp options, speak to
leaders and counselors, and register on the spot at the Thomas
Farm Community Center, 700
Fallsgrove Dr., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
FREE

9 Duquesne University pres-

ents the Tamburitzans Authentic Eastern European costumes,
traditional instruments and lively
music and dance are not to be
missed as this popular group
returns to the F. Scott Fitzgerald
Theatre at 7 p.m. Tickets $28 to
$36. See www.rockvillemd.gov/
theatre for tickets.

9

Late Night Teen Valentine’s
Party Teens in grades 6 through
9 can celebrate Valentine’s Day
with friends. See page 6 for more
information.

10 Rockville Concert Band

presents A Little Jazz Music
Enjoy a night of music at the F.
Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, see
www.rockvillemd.gov/theatre for
information.

12 Tiny Tots Valentine’s

Celebration Bring your child
to enjoy craft making and light
refreshments for Valentine’s Day.
See page 6 for more information.

14 XOXO Afterschool Val-

entine’s Day Dance Dress up in
your favorite Valentine’s Day outfit and celebrate with friends and
family. See page 6 for details.

ed; use course #41569. Pre registration is $7 RES/$10 NR. The
fee at the door after 6:30 p.m. is
$10 RES/$15 NR.

22-Mar.3

Victorian
Lyric Opera Company presents Iolanthe Take a break
from the cold to enjoy a night of
opera. Go to www.rockvillemd.
gov/theatre for ticket information

Traffic and Transportation Commission 7 p.m. Meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month.

28

Recreation and Parks
Advisory Board 7 p.m.

31

Board of Supervisors of
Elections 5 p.m.

22-Mar.24

Nancy
Donelly: Solo Exhibition at
VisArts See www.visartsatrockville.org for details.

24

Robert Frost Poetry
Reading The Rockville Friends
of the Library hosts. See page 6
for more details.

24

Student Art Show Drop
Off Students are invited to
showcase their talents in Annual
Art Show. See page 6 for more
details.

26

Dash and Splash Event
at Swim Center See page 6 to
learn more.

Boards and
Commissions

Meetings are held at City Hall,
111 Maryland Ave., unless otherwise noted.

6

Rockville Bicycle Advisory
Committee 7 p.m. Meets the
first Wednesday of the month.

7

Environment Commission
7:30 p.m. Meets the first ThursLunar New Year Celebra- day of the month.
tion See page 1 for details.

16

26

ROCKVILLE POLICE OFFICERS GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
– TEAM OF OFFICERS AND K-9 OFFICER BOOMER TAKE THE
PLUNGE… Rockville City Police Department officers, along with K-9 Officer
Boomer, jumped into the icy waters of the Chesapeake Bay for a good cause on
Saturday, Jan. 26. A team of officers participated in the 17th annual Polar Bear
Plunge at Sandy Point State Park, raising funds for Special Olympics Maryland.
This is just one event the Rockville City Police take part in every year to
support the department’s mission of community policing.

FOR MOST UP-TO-DATE EVENT LISTING VISIT WWW.ROCKVILLEMD.GOV
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IN BRIEF

Avoid Parking Hassles at BWI
Ride the Bus from Shady Grove Metro to BWI

The Maryland Transit Administration (MTA)
Intercounty Connector (ICC) bus route can help
you get from Rockville to the Thurgood Marshall
Baltimore-Washington International (BWI) airport
for your next flight. The route, MTA number 201,
operates seven days a week with hourly service.

Route 201 stops at the following locations:

• Gaithersburg Park and Ride, near 270
• National Institute of Standards and
Technology
• Shady Grove Metro Station
• Georgia Avenue Park and Ride
• Burtonsville Park and Ride
• Dorsey MARC Station
• Arundel Mills
• BWI Southwest Terminal
• BWI International Terminal
• BWI MARC/Amtrak Rail Station
Fares for a one-way trip are $5 per person.
Additional fares and passes are available for frequent
riders.
For more information about the ICC bus, including a full schedule and additional fare and parking
details, visit www.mtaiccbus.com.

Middle School Honored

Robert Frost Receives 2013 Blue Ribbon
Designation from State
Robert Frost Middle School is one of only
six schools in the state to be honored as a 2013
Maryland Blue Ribbon School.
Frost was recognized on the basis of rigorous
state and national requirements for high achievement and dramatic improvement. The students in
each of the selected schools perform at the top
15 percent on state assessments in reading and
mathematics.
The middle school, located at 9201 Scott Dr.,
serves more than 1,150 students in grades six
through eight on the west side of Rockville.
Through sponsor donations, Frost and the other
selected schools will each receive a Maryland Blue
Ribbon Flag, a monetary prize, an indoor blue ribbon school mural, an interactive smart board, and a
school-wide pizza party.
A dinner in Annapolis will be held in honor of
the winning schools on March 11. On that date,
each Blue Ribbon School will be honored by the
Maryland House of Delegates and Senate.
The school will also be invited by the U.S.
Department of Education to apply to be a National
Blue Ribbon School.

Consider Joining the Rockville
Scholarship Foundation Board

The Rockville Scholarship Foundation is seeking
three new board members to join the organization.
By raising funds for scholarships, the foundation
encourages, promotes, and supports members of
the community who wish to pursue postsecondary
education. Board members raise funds for scholarships, market the scholarship opportunity to schools
and students and select scholarship winners.The 13
board members serve three-year terms.
The foundation operates under the auspices of
the City of Rockville and Montgomery College. For
information on board membership, or to apply, visit
www.rsfoundation.net or email info@rsfoundation.
net.
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Neighborhood Notes
Meet Your Neighbor:
Meet Your Neighbor is a regular feature in Rockville Reports
and on Channel 11
designed to highlight
the unique individuals
that make our community a special place.
To nominate someone
for a future episode
and article, contact
Jennifer Ligsay at jligsay@rockvillemd.gov.
Ms. Kyana Waters is a
17-year old senior at Richard
Montgomery High School
and the winner of this year’s
Martin Luther King Jr. Youth
Award. She was nominated
by a faculty member at her
school and knew nothing
about it until she received
notice that she would receive
the award at the City’s an-

Kyana Waters

nual MLK event this year.
In September 2011,
Kyana gathered with more
than 200 students from the
International Baccalaureate
programs, from 12 different
countries of the Americas,
for a week-long INTERCAS
(Creativity, Action, and
Service) community service project in Guayaquil,
Ecuador.
While in Ecuador, she
traveled to La Isla Santay, a
small island inhabited by
a handful of people, and
picked up trash and recyclables around the island. She
spent time in Dos Mangas
renovating a school and
making crafts with the natives. Kyana and a group of
students also did a census

of the town, going door to
door speaking to the residents and updating the island’s population records.
Kyana is active in her
church as an usher, a
youth leader in the Youth
Connections Ministry, a
member of the N.E.X.T.
Praise youth praise team,
and a member of the
Young Voices of Praise
(YVOP) youth choir. She
is currently a SAGE (Sister
Always Giving Excellence)
in the National Council of
Negro Women’s Rites of
Passage program, where
she serves the community
through various outreach
projects and provides mentorship to young women in
her community.

Rockville Holiday Drive and Coat Drive Donations
Helped Families in Need this Holiday Season
Rockville residents
and City staff helped to
make sure this holiday
season was enjoyable for
everyone in our community through contributions to the annual
holiday drive and the
coat drive.
The annual holiday
drive distributes food
and toys to local families. The coat drive, coordinated by the Lincoln
Park Community Center
in partnership with One
Warm Coat, collects
lightly-used or brand
new coats for families in

need.
This holiday season,
with the help of 129 donors and 231 volunteers,
the drive was able to
serve and distribute the
following:
• Total number of
households served
(Thanksgiving): 564
• Total number of households served (Dec): 592
• Total number of children
served (Dec): 939
• Cash donations:
$18,907.50
• Value of gift card donations: $1,625
• Value of food, toys, etc.

donations: $31,855
The community also
gave back this January
with the citywide coat
drive. In 2012, the City
collected more than 450
coats to be distributed to
families. This year, the
coat drive has continued
to make a difference in
our community, having
collected more than 600
coats.
If you want to learn
more about the different ways of giving back
to the community, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/
residents/ncs.

Resident, Organization
Honored by City
The City of Rockville’s
Human Rights Commission
honored a student and an
organization for their contributions to the community at the annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. birthday
celebration in January.
Kyana Walters of Richard
Montgomery High School
received the Martin Luther
King Jr. Youth Award and
Patricia A. Gallalee, chair
of the Montgomery County
Commission on People with
Disabilities received the F.
Michael Taff Award.
The Martin Luther King,
Jr. Youth Award is for a
student who has promoted
the dreams and goals of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Taff Award honors
an individual, business or
organization that has made
a contribution to improving the lives of people in
Rockville with disabilities. The award bears the
name of F. Michael Taff,
the former chair of the
Rockville Human Rights
Commission.

Scan this QR code with your smartphone to visit the City of Rockville’s
website. If you don’t already have
a QR code reader on your phone,
there are plenty of free apps you can
download.When you have an app installed, point your phone’s camera at
the code and the website will appear
in your phone’s web browser.

Las campañas de donación de abrigos y vacaciones
de Rockville ayudaron a las familias necesitadas
Los residentes de
Rockville han ayudado
a que esta temporada
de vacaciones fuera
agradable para todas
las personas de nuestra
comunidad mediante
la contribución en las
campañas de donación
de abrigos y colección
navideña. Esta campaña
distribuye alimentos y
juguetes a las familias
locales y la campaña de
donación de abrigos, coordinada por el Centro
Comunitario de Lincoln
Park en asociación con
One Warm Coat, reúne
abrigos poco usados o
nuevos para familias
necesitadas.
En 2012, la Ciudad

recolectó más de 450 abrigos para distribuir en la
campaña de donación de
abrigos. Este año, ambas
campañas de donación de
abrigos y colección navideña continuaron marcando
la diferencia en nuestra
comunidad. Durante la
colección navideña si sirvio y distribuyerón las
siguientes:
• numero de hogares servidos (acciou de gracia):
564
• Total de hogares servidos (Dic): 592
• Total de niños servidos
(Dic): 939
• Donaciones en efectivo:
$18,907.50
• Valor de tarjetas de regalo donadas: $1,625

• Valor de comindas
juguetes etc donados:
$31,855
Las familias de nuestra comunidad tambien
donaron este enero durante la recoleccion de
abrigos. En el 2012, la
Ciudad colectó más de
450 abrigos para ser
distribuidos a familias.
Este año la colección de
abrigos continuó para
hacer una diferencia
en nuestra comunidad,
colectando mas de 600
abrigos.
Para sabér más sobre
como dár mas en la comunidad, visite www.
rockvillemd.gov/residents/ncs.
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