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City Leaders Vote to
Establish Financial
Advisory Board
The Mayor and Council
created a Financial Advisory
Board last month which will
advise the Mayor and Council
on financial matters.
Councilmember Bridget
Donnell Newton proposed creating such a board. The Mayor
and Council held a public hearing on Jan. 14 and seven members of the public testified.
The following tasks may be
among the board’s duties:
• Review and evaluate the
financial consequences of
any program or proposal as
requested by the Mayor and
Council
• Annually review the City’s
Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report, Single
Audit Report and other reports issued by the auditors
• Annually review the City’s

Financial Management
Policies published in the
City’s budget
• Annually review the City’s
investment policy
• Provide comments and recommendations regarding
the operating and capital
budgets
The Mayor and Council
amended Chapter 2 of the
Rockville City Code on March
11 to establish the composition,
membership requirements
and duties of the Financial
Advisory Board. The Mayor
and Council expect to select
five people to serve on the
board in the coming months.
More information on the board
is available in the agenda from
the Mayor and Council’s March
11 meeting, at www.rockvillemd.gov/government/mc.

Councilmember Tom Moore (third from left) presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Sharon Elzarat, co-owner of Rockville’s
Woodside Deli in town center.The Mayor and Council, City of
Rockville staff, Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI)
board members, and the Rockville Chamber of Commerce
board members visited almost 50 businesses in the city in celebration of Rockville Business Appreciation Week, March 11-15.
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Watch
FY14
Learn details about
the City’s Manager’s
proposed budget.

City Gears Up
for 2013 Election
Rockville voters have a
chance to choose the mayor
and four councilmembers at
the City election on Tuesday,
Nov. 5.
City elections are held
every two years, and all
seats for the Mayor and
Council will be on the ballot. Candidates interested in
running for office can obtain a copy of the Candidate
Election Information Packet
on Wednesday, May 1.
Candidate Election
Information Packets will include information on how to
become a candidate, when to
appoint a campaign treasurer,
what reports to file, and all the
rules and regulations governing candidates and
their campaigns.
Official candidates interested
in participating
in the City’s annual Memorial Day
parade must register by May 15 by calling
240-314-8601.
Other important election
year dates include:
• Wednesday, May 1 –
Applications for absentee
ballots are available online; Candidate Election

Information Packet available
• Friday, Sept. 6 – Deadline
for filing as a candidate
• Friday, Sept. 20 – Candidate
Orientation to Rockville
City government
• Monday, Oct. 7 – Close of
voter registration; absentee
ballots available
• Tuesday, Oct. 29 – Last day
for City to mail absentee
ballots
• Tuesday, Nov. 5 – Election
Day; same day voter
registration
Visit the City Clerk’s Office
at City Hall, 111 Maryland
Ave. to pick up a candidate
information packet. You may
also obtain a copy packet on
the City’s website at www.
rockvillemd.gov/election13, a page which
includes a detailed
election calendar.
Register to vote
at City Hall, local libraries, or the
Montgomery County
Board of Elections, 18753
North Frederick Ave., Suite
210, Gaithersburg, where you
can obtain an application. The
voter registration form can be
downloaded at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections.

Save the Date: City of Rockville Election will be Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013.

Save the Date:

Hometown
Holidays is
Memorial Day
Weekend
The best Memorial Day
party this side of the Bay
Bridge is coming soon!
Hometown Holidays will
celebrate 25 years of music,
food,
and fun
in town
center
next
month.
The
weekend will include five stages
with more than 30 bands,
the Chamber of Commerce’s
Taste of Rockville event with
area restaurants participating,
amusements and entertainment for children, and the
Memorial Day ceremony and
parade. Events start at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, May 25 and continue
through Monday, May 27.
The City’s Hometown
Holidays Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/
RockvilleHometownHolidays)
will be updated as the celebration nears, so stay tuned there
for announcements of more
bands and food vendors.
Two bands that will help
get the party started are
the Maryland native Shane
Gamble Band and Christylez
Bacon, a progressive hip-hop
artist from Washington, D.C.
In the 25 years since
Hometown Holidays began,
1.2 million people have enjoyed the event.
Watch Rockville’s Channel
11 for Hometown Holidays
All Access, a show previewing some of the musical talent coming to Rockville this
Memorial Day weekend. For
more information, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/hth.
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Explore your world at
Science Day on April 28.
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may see effects this
month.
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GO GREEN IN APRIL

Save Some Green by Going Green

Residential owners in Rockville can benefit
from participating in the City’s RainScapes Rewards
Program. There are three ways homeowners can
make environmental improvements to their property
and earn some cash: plant trees, install rain barrels or
change their landscaping.
The City began offering RainScapes rebate rewards in 2008 for homeowners who installed projects
that helped store or reduce stormwater “run off,”
which does not soak into the ground. The run off
erodes streams and contains harmful pollutants.
The RainScapes program now offers the following
rebates:
• Rain barrels: $1 per gallon with a 55-gallon minimum per barrel and a maximum rebate of $500
• Conservation landscaping: $1 per square foot
with a 250 sq. ft. minimum and a 750 sq. ft.
maximum.
• Tree canopy: $150 per approved tree that is
planted with a $600 maximum rebate
The RainScapes program is administered through
the Environmental Management Division of the
Department of Public Works. To learn more about
the rebates, visit the City’s website at www.rockvillemd.gov/environment.
Residents can also learn more about the program
by attending the Green Your Backyard Information
Sessions on Saturday, April 13, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
or Sunday, May 5, from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Croydon
Creek Nature Center, 852 Avery Rd. Registration is
required. To register, call the RainScapes Coordinator
at 240-314-8877 or e-mail rainscapes@rockvillemd.
gov.

Rockville to Mark Arbor Day
with Tree Planting Ceremony

Rockville residents and visitors are invited to an
Arbor Day ceremony and tree planting on Tuesday,
April 23 at 10 a.m. at College Gardens Elementary
School, 1700 Yale Pl.
Rockville forestry staff, with the help of a local Girl
Scout Troop and the school’s fifth-grade class, will
plant two trees to commemorate Arbor Day.
As part of the ceremony, Rockville’s Tree City
USA Award will be presented by a representative
of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources’
Forest Service. Rockville has been named a Tree City
USA by the Arbor Day Foundation for 24 years.
For more information about upcoming environmental events, go to www.rockvillemd.gov/
environment/earth-day.

Protect Rockville’s Streams
Rock Creek Watershed Study Updated

The City of Rockville recently updated the Rock
Creek Watershed Study for the first time since 2000.
Staff evaluated existing stream conditions and stormwater management facilities and identified areas for
improvement. The goal of assessing the watershed
and implementing improvements is to protect the local streams and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay.
In recent years, five stormwater management retrofit facilities were built and two stream restoration
projects were constructed. Studies have shown that
these projects were effective but areas that have not
been repaired or upgraded are defective.
Follow these tips to help keep our streams clean:
• Limit the use of fertilizers.
• Do not pour household chemicals or car oil into
your yard or down storm drains.
• Follow the City’s recycling and refuse standards
for chemical collection days, or take chemicals to
the County Transfer Station.
• Pick up pet waste at parks and neighborhoods.
Dog waste contains bacteria and nutrients that
could be harmful.
Polluting our streams can negatively impact the
food we eat, the tourism industry, and the aesthetic
value of the community.
To learn more, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/environment or contact Lise Soukup at lsoukup@rockvillemd.gov or 240-314-8874.
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Earth Month
Celebrate Spring at Croydon
Creek Nature Center

Learn which streams are available for adoption at www.
rockvillemd.gov/environment/adopt-a-stream/index.html.

Help Keep Rockville
Streams Clean
Participate in the City’s
Adopt-A-Stream Program
One way residents can
get involved with Earth
Month in Rockville is to
participate in the City’s
Adopt-A-Stream Program.
This program allows local
groups and organizations
to get involved with improving water quality in
Rockville by “adopting”
one or more stream segments within the City.
The adopting group
commits to holding two
stream cleanups per year
(typically one in the fall
and one in the spring). For
these cleanups, the City
will provide trash bags,
gloves and other materials
and will collect all of the
debris from the cleanup.
Trash is a serious
problem for Rockville’s
watersheds. As trash accumulates in streams, it
negatively affects their
aesthetics and water quality, as well as endangers
certain types of wildlife.
Most stream cleanups

take about three hours and
even a small group of volunteers can remove large
amounts of debris from
streams in a short period
of time. This activity is a
great way to get involved
with helping your local environment and protecting
the health of the downstream Potomac River and
Chesapeake Bay.
To find a stream available for adoption and to
apply for the program visit
the City’s Environmental
Management Division
page at www.rockvillemd.gov/environment/
adopt-a-stream.
If you have questions on the program
or how to apply, email
Shannon Philbin, watershed specialist, at sphilbin@rockvillemd.gov, or
call the Environmental
Management Division at
240-314-8877.

Managing stream cleanups is the main task of groups
that adopt a stream.

Iris, Turtlehead, Indian
Rockville’s Croydon
Pink, and Little Bluestem.
Creek Nature Center will
Plant pre-orders are
host its 11th annual Spring
due on April 11 and can be
Festival and Native Plant
picked up the day of the
Sale on Saturday, April 27
festival.
from 1 to 4 p.m.
Visit the Nature Center’s
The Nature Center, at
website to read descriptions
852 Avery Rd., will have
of these and other plants
two live animal shows,
exhibits, crafts,
and activities for
the whole family. The festival
is free and open
to the public.
Each year,
center employees work with a
local nursery to
select a variety
Pre-orders for the Native Plant Sale
of native plants
are due on April 11.
suited to different
habitats (full sun, partial
that will be sold at the fesshade, shade) and that attival, and to download an
tract a variety of wildlife.
order form at www.rockvilAmong this year’s plants
lemd.gov/croydoncreek.
are Deam’s Coneflower,
For more information, call
Purple Coneflower, Crested
240-314-8770.

The City of Rockville’s single-stream recycling program
saves you time by accepting unsorted recycling material.

Remember to Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle
Environmental Tips for Earth
Month and Beyond
This Earth Month and
throughout the year, residents can get involved with
recycling in Rockville. The
City has one of the most
aggressive recycling programs in the region through
single-stream recycling that
accepts unsorted recycling
material. Residents save time
and effort by mixing all their
recycled items in a single recycling container.
Rockville residents
have been doing an exceptional job under the current recycling program,
according to Mark Charles,
chief of Environmental

Management: “About 53 percent of our waste stream is
recycled already, which is far
ahead of a lot of major cities
across the country.”
The City has a goal to increase the overall recycling
rate to 60 percent. Residents
can help by choosing to
reduce, reuse and recycle.
Following these three steps
to manage waste in your
household can help the City
reach the 60 percent recycling goal:
Step 1: Reduce the
amount of trash you discard
in order to prevent the genercontinued on pg. 4…
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Mayor & Council

MEETINGS & DROP IN SCHEDULE

City of Rockville Elected Officials (Two-Year Term from November 2011 to November 2013)

Mayor
Phyllis Marcuccio

Councilmember
John F. Hall, Jr.

Councilmember
Tom Moore

Councilmember
Bridget Donnell Newton

Councilmember
Mark Pierzchala

All general sessions, work sessions and public
hearings are televised on Rockville Channel 11, and are
available on streaming video at www.rockville
md.gov. Residents may comment on any subject for up
to three minutes during the “Citizens Forum” portion
at most meetings. Meetings are at 7 p.m. and are subject to change.
• April 1 (Monday)
• April 22 (Monday)
• April 8 (Monday)
• April 29 (Monday)
• April 15 (Monday)
The Mayor and one Councilmember are available to meet with residents for drop-in discussions
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. one Monday per month in the
Mayor and Council office at City Hall. No appointment is necessary, but a call to the City Clerk’s
Office is appreciated, call 240-314-8280. Along with
Mayor Marcuccio, the councilmember scheduled is:
Bridget Donnell Newton on April 8.

Budget Watch: Fiscal Year 2014
Rockville’s Mayor and
Council will begin detailed
review and decision making
of the City’s budget in the next
few weeks and are asking the
public to stay informed and
involved.
Budget work actually began in 2012 with a series of
briefings for the Mayor and
Council on a variety of budget
topics facing the City. Topics
covered included cost cutting,
City contracting and costs and
revenues associated with new
development, among others.
City Manager Barb
Matthews presented her fiscal
year 2014 budget to the elected
leaders on March 18, outlining
her priorities for the operating
and capital budgets.
Here are some highlights
from the proposed FY14
budget:

Operating Budget
Rockville’s proposed FY14
operating budget, which
supports the day to day operations of the City, is $112
million, an increase of 4.5
percent over the current fiscal
year. The General Fund budget, the fund that supports the
largest portion of the operating budget, is proposed to be
$67.4 million, an increase of 3.2
percent.
The current property tax
rate of $0.292 per $100 of assessed valuation remains
the same in FY14 in the budget proposed by Matthews.
Property taxes make up the
majority of the City’s revenue.

“The positive change in
Rockville’s economy is evidenced by increased property
assessed values, the City’s
growing reserve levels, the
uptick in economic development and building activities, and the recent increase
in income tax revenues,”
Matthews told the Mayor and
Council in her letter presenting the operating budget.
Based on recent property
assessments, property tax
revenue showed an increase
of about 3 percent, which is
expected to garner the City
an additional $950,000 in tax
revenues in FY14 over what
was expected in FY13. An
increase in red light camera
fine revenues is expected
due to upgraded camera
technology , Matthews told
the Mayor and Council. She
added that this increase is
not expected to continue after
FY14 because the program
has shown success in changing driver behavior.
There also is potential for
additional revenue from the
state in the form of increased
Highway User Revenue and
Police Protection aid.
On the expenditure side,
the City anticipates a decrease in General Fund personnel costs of 0.2 percent,
mainly due to the elimination of 7.5 vacant positions.
Personnel costs comprise 62.5
percent of the General Fund
budget.
The elimination of the 7.5
vacant positions would put

the total personnel count for
FY14 at the lowest level since
the 2002 fiscal year. The FY14
budget includes a 1.25 percent
cost of living adjustment for
all full-time employees and
a 1.9 percent increase in employee benefit costs.

Capital Improvements
Program
The proposed FY14 Capital
Improvements Program (CIP)
is the City’s five-year plan
for funding capital expenses.
Capital investments normally
involve major City projects
that have long useful lives. In
FY14, capital investments focus on maintaining the City’s
aging infrastructure.
Forty-seven CIP projects
that are vital to maintaining
the City’s infrastructure will
be supported in FY14, with
$24.1 million in new funding
proposed for the coming fiscal year and a carryover of
$43.4 million from previous
years. The money will support several infrastructure
improvements such as:
• Short and long-span bridge
repairs
• Pedestrian safety initiatives
• Asphalt and concrete repair
and replacement
Other improvements included
in the CIP:
• Major infrastructure improvements at the Swim
and Fitness Center
• Americans with Disabilities
Act compliance improvements at the Civic Center
Complex

Taxable Assessed Value of Real Property

• Construction of a noise barrier along I-270 in the West
End Park neighborhood

Enterprise funds
Rockville operates six enterprise funds that function
like private businesses, with
costs fully recovered through
user charges. Rockville’s six
enterprise funds are:
• Water Fund
• Sewer Fund
• Refuse Fund
• Stormwater Management
Fund
• Parking Fund
• RedGate Golf Course Fund
Based on the FY14 proposed rates, the average resident will pay $81.67 more per
year during FY14 (a 7.4 percent increase over FY13), or an
increase of $6.81 each month
for water, sewer, refuse, and
stormwater management services. The refuse rate would
remain the same as in FY13.
(See rate information in the
graphic below.)

$11.1

BILLIONS

$11.0

$11.3

$11.6
$11.2

$10.1

$7.2

$7.5

Review the charts on this
page to learn additional information about the proposed
FY14 budget:
• Assessed Value of Real
Property: Recent reassessments showed increased
property values.
• Rockville Utility Rates:
Sewer, water and stormwater rates will increase while
the refuse rate will remain
the same.

FYO5
Actual

FY06
Actual

FYO7
Actual
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FY08
Actual

FY09
Actual

FY10
Actual

FY11
Actual

Budget Dates at a Glance

• April 1: Budget public hearing #1
• April 8: Mayor and Council budget work session
#1; Constant Yield Tax Rate public hearing
• April 15: Public hearing #2; work session #2
• April 29: Public hearing #3; work session #3
• May 6:  Work session #4 – final direction to City
staff
• May 20: Mayor and Council adoption of the
budget

Questions About the Budget?
• Visit www.rockvillemd.gov/budget
• Contact the City’s Finance office at 240-3148400 or budgetinquiry@rockvillemd.gov

Proposed
FY14 General Fund Revenues
Property Taxes
53%

Other
Revenue
7%
Licenses &
Permits 4%

Charges
for Serv.
9%

Use of Money & Prop. 1%

Other Gov’t.
23%

Fines & Forfeitures 3%

Refuse Rate
0% Change

ADOPTED
FY 2013
$372 per year

PROPOSED
FY 2014
$372 per year

Sewer Rate*
9% increase

FY 2013
$5.73 per 1,000 gallons

FY 2014
$6.25 per 1,000 gallons

Stormwater Management Rate
FY 2013
26% increase
$78.90 per ERU** per year

FY 2014
$99.65 per ERU per year

Water Rate*
8% increase

$5.0

$2.0

The City asks the public to let the Mayor and
Council know their thoughts on the proposed
FY14 budget. Here’s how you can do so:
• In person at a public hearing (see dates below)
• In writing to the Mayor and Council at 111
Maryland Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850
• Via email to mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov

Rockville Utility Rates

$9.0
$8.0

Stay Involved

Budget Snapshot

$14.0

$11.6 $11.5

IN BRIEF

FY12
Actual

FY13

FY14

Estimate Estimate

FY 2013
First 12,000 gallons per quarter: $4.68
Next 12,000 gallons per quarter: $6.73
Over 24,000 gallons per quarter: $7.23

FY 2014
First 12,000 gallons per quarter: $5.05
Next 12,000 gallons per quarter: $7.27
Over 24,000 gallons per quarter: $7.80

* In addition to the rates shown here, each property pays a ready-to-serve charge per quarter for water and sewer service based
on meter size.
** An ERU is an Equivalent Residential Unit, which is the average impervious surface on a typical single-family lot in Rockville.
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INFO. AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Rockville Businesses Invited to
Attend Bike-Friendly Workshop

This month, businesses in Rockville can learn how
to encourage a bike-friendly commute.
Bike Maryland, the League of American Bicyclists,
the Community Ministries of Rockville, and the
Rockville Chamber of Commerce will host a free
Bicycle Friendly Business (BFB) Workshop.
Each year, the League of American Bicyclists recognizes businesses across the country that have made
strides in becoming a more bicycle friendly place to
work. The workshop will focus on giving businesses
in Rockville the tools they need to become more bike
friendly and to earn a BFB award.
This high distinction can help employers set themselves apart by demonstrating their commitment to
workplace wellness. Increased workplace wellness
benefits employers by:
• Reducing healthcare costs by 20 to 55 percent
• Reducing short-term sick leave by six to 32 percent
• Increasing productivity by two to 52 percent
The workshop will be held on Wednesday, April
10, from 8:30 to 10 a.m. at Dawson’s Market in
Rockville Town Square. For more information, visit
www.bikemd.org or contact Bike Maryland’s Bicycle
Friendly Maryland Program Coordinator, Anna Kelso
at anna@bikemd.org. Free registration for the workshop is available at www.rockvillechamber.org.

Attend a Fitness Open House

The Rockville Swim and Fitness Center, 355
Martins Ln., will host a free fitness open house on
Saturday, April 20, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Come out to see fitness demos and receive body
mass index readings and body composition analysis.
Personal trainers will answer questions from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The fitness center at the Swim Center features
state-of-the-art equipment and offers a variety of
classes and programs. Equipment includes elliptical
and rowing machines, treadmills, recumbent bikes,
stair-step machines, free weights and a variety of
single-station strength training machines. Mats, resistance tubes and balls are available, and users can enjoy watching flat screen televisions while exercising.
Fitness center membership rates are:
• Adult City resident annual pass is $245 / $281 for
non-residents
• Family annual pass for residents is $404 / $510 for
non-residents
• Seniors receive a discounted rate
The bright and modern facility is a new and energizing place to complete your daily workout. For
more information, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/swimcenter or call 240-314-8750.

Rockville Sister City Corp.
Plans Trip to China

Residents interested in the friendship relationship between Rockville and Jiaxing, China can consider taking a trip to China to learn more about that
country.
The Rockville Sister City Corporation is organizing a trip from Sept. 5-18. The trip will include visits
to eight or nine Chinese cities, including Jiaxing and
Beijing.
Rockville and Jiaxing have made strides in establishing an official Sister City relationship. Rockville
hosted a delegation of visitors from Jiaxing in
November, which included a friendship dinner at
VisArts and the dedication of a Peony Garden as a
‘Symbol of Friendship’ at Glenview Mansion.
The deadline to register for the trip is April 30
($300 deposit required). Price and information can
be found at www.rockvillesistercities.org. Contact
RSCC President Brigitta Mullican at 301-230-0890
coburg1@verizon.net for more information.

Page 4

In The Community
AREA 1 April 1 & 2
AREA 2 April 3 & 4
AREA 3 April 5 & 8
AREA 4 April 9 & 10
AREA 5 April 11 & 12

The free event is open for the whole family to come out
and discover the many aspects of science.

Rockets, Robots and
Reptiles, Oh My!

Fun Awaits You at Science Day

Kids and adults alike are
and snacks will be sold
invited to attend the 24th
throughout the afternoon.
annual Rockville Science
More than 60 exhibitors
Day.
will help families enjoy a
The event will offer the
day of learning and fun.
chance to launch rockets,
Through hands-on acmeet animals, program rotivities, participants can
bots, participate
learn about a wide
in hands-on exrange of sciences,
periments and
including the enLEARN MORE ON
experience scivironment, space
CHANNEL 11
ence first hand.
Watch online: www.youtube. exploration and
com/cityofrockville.
Rockville
biotechnology.
Science Day is Sunday,
Rockville Science Day is
April 28, from noon to
organized by the Rockville
5 p.m. at Montgomery
Science Consortium and
College Rockville Campus,
sponsored by the Rockville
51 Mannakee St. Parking
Science Center, the City of
and admission are free.
Rockville, and Montgomery
Parking is available in
College.
the North Parking lot; visiTo learn more about
tors can make their way to
the Rockville Science
the Campus Center where
Consortium or Rockville
the opening ceremony
Science Day, visit www.
will be held. Light lunch
rockvillescience.org.

Remember to Reduce

furniture, laundry baskets
and clothes hangers
ation of waste in the first place. • Wax coated milk and juice
boxes, all junk mail (inLook for non-toxic or less-toxic
cluding those with plastic
substances or implement conwindows), catalogs and
servation techniques.
pizza boxes with minor
Step 2: Reuse, repair or dogrease
nate containers or products.
For a complete list of maStep 3: Recycle as much as
terials the City of Rockville
possible and purchase materiaccepts for recycling, inals made from recycled prodcluding “how-to” videos,
ucts. While everyone is likely
visit www.rockvillemd.gov/
to know that they can recycle
recycling-refuse.
newspapers, bottles, cans, aluYou can call the City at
minum foil and cardboard box240-314-8568 or email rees, here are a few more items
fuse@rockvillemd.gov to
that you can include in your
start service, get a new recyrecycling bin:
cling cart, schedule a special
• Empty aerosol cans
collection (electronics recy• Soft plastics, including
cling, scrap metal recycling,
shrink wrap, bubble wrap,
newspaper sleeves and retail household hazardous materibags (place all soft plastics in als or bulk), report a missed
collection, verify collection
a single bag in the cart)
• Rigid plastics, including toys, schedules or ask a question
about the program.
buckets, flower pots, patio
continued from pg. 2…

Spring Leaf Collection
Rockville’s residents
have one leaf pick-up during
a two-week period in April.
Residents should rake
leaves to the curb or next
to the pavement if no curb
exists. Leaves can be raked
anytime immediately before
the scheduled collection
dates. Raking leaves just before collection will help reduce the potential for leaves
to block parking access, fall

into storm drains, catch fire,
or damage grass if the leaves
sit on top of it for too long.
Please do not place the
leaves in plastic bags (biodegradable paper bags are OK).
Move your leaves to the curb
by 7 a.m. on your collection
dates. For more information,
call the Department of Public
Works at 240-314-8570 or visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/residents/leaf.htm.

Local Skaters Rally to
Support Skate Park
A committee of skaters has stepped forward to
help maintain cleanliness
and safety at the Rockville
Skate Park, calling themselves the SOS (Save Our
Skate Park) committee.
The skaters have enjoyed the park since its
opening in 2001 and will
use their efforts to keep the
park in the best condition
possible. The City and SOS
recognize the value of the
park to young residents.
Many from the surrounding neighborhood
and others who just like to
use the park will perform
weekly inspections, routine
clean-up, and work with
the City’s parks division to
ensure that all elements are
well maintained.
The SOS Committee are
ambassadors for the Skate
Park, ensuring that users
are respectful of each other
and illegal behavior is reported immediately and
not tolerated. In the future,
the committee may raise
money to support major
improvements to the park.
“The committee is here

to keep the Rockville Skate
Park a family-friendly and
positive environment,” said
Mikel Brookins, 27, who
spearheaded the committee.

The Rockville Skate
Park is located behind the
Rockville Swim and Fitness
Center at 355 Martins Ln.
It is free to skaters of all
ages and open from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. daily. Summer
skateboarding camps are
offered through the City’s
Recreation and Parks
Department.
Information on the park
is available at www.rockvillemd.gov/skatepark or
by calling 240-314-8620.
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News You Can Use
Rockville
Prepares to
Unveil New
City Website
Watch for a completely
new website for the City of
Rockville to debut at the
beginning of May.
The new website, still
at the address www.rockvillemd.gov, is the result
of several months of effort by staff throughout
the City to revamp, revise
and update the City’s online information. The City
worked with a consultant
to create a new site – the
first major overhaul to the
City’s web presence in 10
years.
Among the goals of the
project were to enhance
information sharing with
the City website users
(residents, businesses, organizations, and others)
and provide a higher level
of transparency in operations. Visitors to the new
site will find it a friendlier
and easier format through
which to access City information and services.
The new site will include sections for businesses, City services,
resident resources, a transparency portal, ways to
explore Rockville, and a
“How Do I” section that
includes quick links to areas such as online bill pay,
job postings, and other
popular City services.
The new site will offer
more intuitive navigation,
an improved search engine and events calendar,
and will be more interactive. It will also be mobilefriendly for smartphone
users.
For more information on the redesign, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/
webredesign.

Get Your Car Inspected for Free

Residents can have their car inspected for free
at the Maryland Clean Car Clinic on April 26 from
9 a.m. to noon at the Thomas Farm Community
Center, 700 Fallsgrove Dr.
This free clinic will provide a 15-minute, 26-point
non-invasive inspection by an accredited automotive
technician. Motorists will learn how to keep their
vehicles running cleanly and efficiently.
Marylanders drive 151 million miles a day and
account for 30 percent of the emissions that contribute to the poor air quality in this region. Keeping
cars well maintained promotes safety, better gas
mileage and emission reductions.
The technician will not make any repairs, but the
vehicle owner will be provided with a copy of the
completed inspection form as well as a tire pressure
gauge, lighted key chain and literature detailing vehicle maintenance.
Twenty-two reservations will be accepted on
a first-come, first-serve basis for the program.
Participants must pre-register on the City’s website
through RockEnroll (course #42763) or in person at
any City recreation facility.
After registering, you will be contacted to finalize an inspection time to bring your car to the
Thomas Farm Community Center parking lot. Call
240-314-8840 for more information.

This map shows that some Rockville residents receive water and sewer service from WSSC.

New WSSC Project Focuses on
Nature Center Trail Area
The Washington
Suburban Sanitary
Commission’s (WSSC) Sewer
Repair, Replacement and
Rehabilitation (SR3) Program
is restoring sanitary sewer
pipes and manholes to reduce leaks and prevent overflows while improving our
waterways.
Work under this program
began in late 2012 and will
continue through 2015. A
variety of upcoming repair
work will be conducted
within WSSC’s wastewater
collection system in the City
of Rockville, including rehabilitation in environmentally
sensitive areas.
Pipes and manholes that
are a part of WSSC’s sanitary
sewer system are aging, with

many having seen the end of
their lifespans. WSSC is now
working to repair and replace
parts of their sanitary sewer
system to reduce stormwater inflow and groundwater
infiltration which may result
in sanitary overflows when
it rains heavily. The SR3
Program is a multi-year effort
to improve the condition of
the wastewater collection system in order to improve water quality for years to come.
While the City manages
its own water and sewer system, WSSC’s system provides
service to approximately
5,500 residents, businesses
and facilities within the City
limits. As part of the SR3
Program, WSSC’s Project
7A will affect land within

Rockville’s Civic Center
Park behind the Croydon
Creek Nature Center, 852
Avery Rd. The project will
block access to one of the
trails at the nature center.
Residents will have the
opportunity to give feedback on the project and ask
questions of WSSC staff at
a community meeting to
be scheduled at Croydon
Creek Nature Center in the
next few months.
To learn more about
WSSC and the SR3
Program, go to www.wsscwater.com. For further
information, residents
can also contact the City’s
Department of Public
Works by calling 240-3148500.

Saturday Farmers Market Returns this May
Enjoy farm-fresh fruits
and vegetables, baked goods,
meats, cheeses, flowers and
more at the Rockville Farmers
Market coming this May.
The Saturday market is
open weekly from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. from May 11 through
Nov. 23 and located in the
parking lot at the corner of
Route 28 and Monroe Street.
The market is a proud
participant in Eat Fresh

IN AND AROUND ROCKVILLE

Maryland, a program designed to expand access to
fresh fruits and vegetables for
low-income residents.
The market will accept
Electronic Benefit Transfer
(EBT) cards again this year.
EBT card users can use their
card on eligible items such
as fruits, vegetables, meat,
cheese and dairy. Card holders can also get up to $10 of
matching EBT funds each

APRIL 2013 ROCKVILLE REPORTS

week at the market.
To learn more about this
event or the EBT cards, visit
www.rockvillemd.gov/farmers. You can also “Like” the
market’s Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/
RockvilleFarmersMarket for
the latest updates. Check out
Rockville 11 coverage of the
farmers market on the City’s
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/cityofrockville.

Rockville Police Present a New
Recruitment Video

The Rockville City Police Department (RCPD)
is comprised of dedicated public safety professionals
who value a commitment to community.
It is a fully accredited agency providing safety and
protection for the more than 62,000 residents and
even more businesses and students.The department
moved to a new state-of-the-art facility in the heart
of downtown Rockville last year, bringing all police
operations into one facility, implementing the latest
technology and providing more access for Rockville
residents.
The department is organized into four bureaus:
• Office of the Chief
• Field Operations Bureau
• Special Operations Bureau
• Administrative Services Bureau
With the move to the new police headquarters
last fall, the department decided it was time for a
new video promoting the work of the Rockville City
Police and recruiting potential new members.
Enlisting the help of the Rockville 11 cable team,
a new high-definition video was produced highlighting the new police facility and the community policing aspect of the department.The video is entitled
“A Commitment to Community.” The department’s
commitment to the Rockville community contributes to Rockville’s high quality of life.  
The video will serve as an informative and promotional tool to show the work of the department
and appeal to potential new RCPD recruits.To learn
more about the Rockville City Police or to watch
the new Rockville 11 video, go online to www.rockvillemd.gov/police.

Stop by the Rockville
Farmers Market this May
for locally-grown produce,
flowers and other treats.
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Join the F. Scott Fitzgerald
Book Club April 9
Discuss Two of Fitzgerald’s Novelettes

The newly formed F. Scott Fitzgerald Book Club
will meet for the second time this month. Meet others who share a passion for reading the works by
the legendary author, who is
buried in Rockville.
Join scholars from the
F. Scott Fitzgerald Literary
Conference and others to
discuss two of the author’s
novelettes: “Winter Dreams”
and “Babylon Revisited.” Both
novelettes are readily available
at book stores, libraries and
online.
Discuss the readings and
exchange views with others as you sit by the fire
with light refreshments in
the 1920s historic setting of
the Glenview Mansion, 603
Edmonston Dr.
The book club is open
for those ages 15 and older
and will meet on Tuesday,  April 9, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
Glenview Mansion.The cost is $5 for residents and
$8 for non-residents; register for course number
42467 by April 2.
For more information, view the City’s spring recreation guide at www.rockvillemd.gov/recreation/
guide or call 240-314-8620.

Give it a Shot: Rockville’s
Summer Youth Basketball League

Rockville’s summer youth basketball league is
open to boys and girls in second and third grade, and
will run for six weeks starting in early June.
Girls will play on Mondays at the Twinbrook
Community Recreation Center, 12920 Twinbrook
Pkwy. Boys will play on Tuesdays at Broome Gym,
751 Twinbrook Pkwy.The session consists of weekly
evening games (no practice sessions).
The league runs from June 3 through July 9 for
a cost of $60 for residents / $70 for non-residents.
Boys can register for course number 42686; girls
can register for course number 42687. Registration
deadline:Thursday, May 9.
For more information, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/recreation/sports or call 240-314-8620.

Arts & Entertainment
Visit the Glenview Art
Gallery this April

Opening Reception, Concert
Sunday, April 7
Looking to learn more
lery is free. Gallery hours
about the arts scene in
are Monday, Wednesday
Rockville? Drop by the
and Friday from 9 a.m.
Glenview Mansion Art
to 4:30 p.m., Tuesday and
Gallery at
Rockville
Civic Center
Park, 603
Edmonston
Dr., for the
monthly art
exhibit.
The
April exhibit will feature Carol
Reed, who
specializes
in mixed
media,
and Bess
Gonglewski,
whose work
is in rock,
paper, and
wire sculpThis piece and more will be on display at
ture. The
the Glenview Art Gallery throughout the
exhibit will
month of April.
run from
Sunday,
Thursday from 9 a.m. to
April 7, through Tuesday,
9 p.m., and closed official
April 30.
City holidays. Glenview
There will be an openMansion Art Gallery is
ing reception for the artists
wheelchair accessible.
on Sunday, April 7, from
For more information
1:30 to 3:30 p.m., with the
about the exhibit or other
Sunday Afternoon Concert
monthly shows, visit the
at 2 p.m. featuring Beau
City’s website at www.
Soir, a flute, harp and viorockvillemd.gov/arts or
list trio performing music
contact Julie Farrell at 240spanning many genres.
314-8682 or jfarrell@rockAdmission to the galvillemd.gov.

Theatre Thrives this Month
with Music, Plays
Come Out and Play!

Kids in Rockville have a chance to take part in
summer adventures through the City Recreation
and Parks Department’s Summer Playgrounds
program.
The supervised drop-in program, for children age
six to 12, features arts and crafts, sports and games,
and other activities at 11 different Rockville neighborhood locations. Playground Extras are also available that include swimming, bowling, tennis and a day
at Six Flags Amusement Park.
More information will be available in the summer
recreation guide, due out in early May. Registration
($115 for residents / $195 for non-residents) starts
May 9.
For more information, visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/recreation/playgrounds or call 240-314-8620.
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Residents and visitors of all ages will find
something to enjoy at the
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
at Rockville Civic Center
Park, 603 Edmonston Dr.,
throughout the month of
April.
Home School Talents
will present “Can U Hear
Me Now?” on April 5 and
6, “Foiled Again, or Who’s
Sorry Now?” and “The
Tempest” on April 12 and
13, and “Pocohantas” and
“Gone with the Breeze” on
April 19 and 20.
The National Taiwan
University Alumni Chorus,
Transcendence through
Music, will perform on
April 7.
The Rockville Little

Theatre’s production of
“The Tempest” will run
from April 26 to May 5.
The Rockville Concert
Band will present a “Music
for All Ages: Animated!”
concert at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
April 14 at the F. Scott
Fitzgerald Theatre. Under
the direction of John Saint
Amour, the band will
perform music from movies and cartoons, such as
Looney Tunes, Beauty and
the Beast, Family Guy, and
The Incredibles.
No tickets required; $5
suggested donation.
For more information,
visit the City’s website at
www.rockvillemd.gov/theatre or call 240-314-8690.

Creativity Shines at
Upcoming VisArts Programs
Diners at the upcoming demographics such as
ing VisArts FEAST Dinner
the City of Rockville. The
event will spend the eveexhibition will speak to
ning reviewing project prothose curious about who
posals
we are,
FEAST (Funding Emerging
and
where
Art with Sustainable Tactics)
conwe
Dinner at VisArts 2013:
versing
come
Saturday, May 4, 7 to 10:30 p.m. from
with
the
and
artists behind each idea.
what our future societies
Attendees vote for their
may look like.
favorite proposal. By evening’s end, the artist who
Kaplan Gallery,
garners the most votes is
April 12-May 12
awarded a grant comprised
• Mixtopias
of the event’s total dona• Opening reception:
tions. Diners will give a $30
Friday, April 19, 7 to 9
donation at entry, which inp.m.
cludes dinner and a ballot.
• Artist talks and perforWith this year’s theme
mances: Sunday, April
Invisible Communities,
28, 2 to 4 p.m.
FEAST organizers invite
Mixtopias, curated by
artists, thinkers and organiartist Fletcher Mackey for
zations to submit proposals
VisArts, is an exhibition
for funding of up to $1,000.
of recent works by artists
VisArts seeks locallywhose practice explores
inspired projects about the
cultural shifts, personal
hidden micro communities
passage, tradition and hythat affect our ecological,
bridity. Exhibition includes
social, cultural and political
work by Mequitta Ahuja,
sense of place –– literally or
Hoesy Corona, Hanyoon
figuratively.
Jay Lee, Joyce Yu-Jean Lee,
Proposal guidelines are
Katherine Tzu-Lan Mann,
available at www.visartCarolina Mayorga, and
satrockville.org/call-forJennifer Tam.
entries?start=3. Entries must
be submitted by midnight
Common Ground
on Friday, April 5.
Gallery,
April exhibitions and
events in the Kaplan Gallery
April 5-May 5
and Gibbs Street Gallery
• Braughan Morrison: Cap
at VisArts, 155 Gibbs St.,
Shots
focus on the dynamics of
• Opening reception:
community.
Friday, April 19, 7 to 9
p.m.
Gibbs Street Gallery,
Braughan Morrison exhibits large-scale mosaic
April 12-May 12
portraits of iconic figures
• Fletcher Mackey: Arc
crafted from thousands of
• Opening reception:
colorful bottle caps in her
Friday, April 19, 7 to 9
solo exhibition, Cap Shots.
p.m.
Combining recycling, com• Artist talks and performunity involvement and a
mances: Sunday, April 28,
pop aesthetic, her labor-in2 to 4 p.m.
tensive artworks shimmer
Artist Fletcher Mackey
with charm.
constructs an installation
For more information
specifically for VisArts in
visit www.visartsatrockresponse to the communiville.org/exhibitions.
ties that have rapidly changPhoto Credit: Sonia Keiner

THINGS TO DO IN ROCKVILLE

2012 FEAST winner Patterson Clark
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April Calendar

FACILITIES ADDRESSES
AND PHONE NUMBERS
• Glenview Mansion Art
, Rockville
Gallery
Civic Center Park, 603
Edmonston Drive
• F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
, Rockville Civic Center
Park, 603 Edmonston Drive
• Croydon Creek Nature
Center
, Rockville Civic Center Park, 852 Avery
Road. Note: Registration
required, register online at
www.rockvillemd.gov or call
240-314-8770.
• Rockville Senior Center
, 1150 Carnation Drive.
Call 240-314-8800.
•   Rockville City Hall
111 Maryland Ave. Call
240-314-5000.

RES = Residents • NR = Non Residents • MEM = Member • NM = Non Member

noon, no registration required;
Twinbrook Community Recreation Center, 12920 Twinbrook
Pkwy, from 10 a.m. to noon,
call 240-314-8877 or email environment@rockvillemd.gov to
register; Maryvale Park, 812 First
St., from 10 a.m. to noon, call
240-314-8877 or email environment@rockvillemd.gov to register. Children 14 and under must
be accompanied by an adult.

6 Rockville’s Recent Past

Series – Woodley Gardens
Learn about “A Traditional Red
Brick Neighborhood with a Modern Feel.” The presentation and
walking tour, featuring historian
Joan Zenzen, will begin at 10
a.m. at the Rockville Senior
Center, 1150 Carnation Dr. Visit
www.peerlessrockville.org for
more information.

7-30 Glenview Mansion

Rockville offers a variety of
classes and programs each
season. Find something that interests you at www.rockvillemd.
gov and click on recreation registration on the right side.

April
5 Late Night Friday Preteens and teens, grades three
to six, have the Thomas Farm
Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove Dr., all to themselves
from 7 to 10:30 p.m. Play
games or just hang out with
friends. Refreshments will be
sold. Space is limited to the
first 100 registrations. Register
for course number 42716, cost
is $7 RES/$10 NR; fee at the
door is $10 RES/$15 NR beginning at 6:30 p.m.

6 Stream Cleanups Participate in the 25th Annual
Potomac River Watershed
Cleanup. Residents can volunteer at three different sites:
Croydon Creek Nature Center,
852 Avery Rd., from 9 a.m. to

For the most up-to-date event
listings visit www.rockvillemd.
gov or sign up for the E-Letter:
Just click on “subscribe to news”
on the left side of the home
page, enter your name and
email, and choose City Events.

Art Gallery Exhibit Mixed media
artist Carol Reed and rock/paper/
wire sculptor Bess Gonglewski
will exhibit their work at the gallery this month. There will be an
opening reception for the artists
on Sunday, April 7, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m., with a Sunday Afternoon Concert at 2 p.m. featuring
Beau Soir, a flute, harp and violist trio performing music spanning many genres. FREE

9 F. Scott Fitzgerald Book

Club Join others to discuss the
works by the legendary author
from 7 to 9 p.m. Register for
course number 42467, cost is
$5 RES/$8 NR. See page 6 for
more details.

13, May 5 Rain-

Scapes Rewards: Green Your
Backyard Workshop Attend
this free information session
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Space
is limited, please register by
e-mailing environment@rockvillemd.gov or calling 240-3148877. See page 2 for more
details.

13

Star Party 8 to 9 p.m.
Join us to learn about the stars
in the Spring sky. Discover objects easily visible in the night
sky, look through telescopes
with an astronomer and enjoy
a campfire treat. All participants
must register for course number
43023. $5 RES/$6 NR

14 Invasive Species Pull,
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Join us to help
eradicate non-native plant species around the Nature Center
and John Hayes Forest Preserve. Gloves and bags are provided. Time working is eligible
for Student Service Learning
hours. Students 14 years and
younger must be accompanied
by an adult. No registration required.

14 Rockville Concert Band,

“Music for all Ages-Animated”
Under the direction of John Saint
Amour, the Rockville Concert
Band will perform music from
movies and cartoons. The concert begins at 3 p.m. See page 6
for more information.

20 Spring Community Out-

door Yard Sale Come check out
all the great bargains or sign up
as a vendor and get your parking
spot to sell your treasures at our
spring outdoor yard sale held at
the Richard Montgomery High
School parking lot from 8 a.m. to
12 p.m. Rain date: April 21. See
page 8 for more details.

20 Saturday Story and Hike
Stop by the Nature Center on Saturday morning for story time and
a hike from 10 to 11 a.m. A naturalist will read a story and then
lead a hike based on the story. All
children must be accompanied by
an adult. Ages 2 to 5.

26 Maryland Clean Car

Clinic See page 5 for more information.
Series – Americana Centre
Learn about “Home Owning
From a Different View” with
historian Teresa Lachin. The
session begins at 10 a.m. at the
Red Brick Courthouse. Go to
www.peerlessrockville.org for
more details.

16 Tiny Tots Spring Time

Festival Join us for a fun spring
time celebration at the Thomas
Farm Community Center, 700
Fallsgrove Blvd. The fun includes play equipment in the

Day by practicing environmentally-friendly efforts in your daily life.
See page 2 for tips on how to go
green this month and beyond.

27

Commission 7:30 p.m. Meets
the second Tuesday of the
month.

7:30 p.m. Meets the second
Tuesday of the month.

10

Sign Review Board 9
a.m. Meets every six weeks.
Remaining 2013 dates are:
April 10, May 22, July 3, Aug.
14, Sept. 25, Nov. 6 and Dec.
18.

Board of Appeals 9:30
a.m. Meets the second Saturday of the month. Meetings are
televised on Channel 11.

28 Rockville Science Day

16 Rockville Seniors,

See page 4 for more information.

10,24 Planning Commission 7 p.m. Meets twice a
month. Meetings are televised
on Channel 11.

13

Inc. 1 p.m. Meets on the third
Tuesday of the month at the
Rockville Senior Center, 1150
Carnation Dr.

17 Rockville Housing

Enterprises Board Meets the
third Wednesday of the month,
6:30 p.m. at 621A Southlawn
Ln.

18 Historic District Commission 7:30 p.m. Meets the
third Thursday of the month.
Meetings are televised on
channel 11.

23 Traffic and Transportation Commission 7 p.m.
Meets the fourth Tuesday of
the month.

Boards and
Commissions

Meetings are held at City Hall,
111 Maryland Ave., unless otherwise noted.

3 Rockville Bicycle Advisory
Committee 7 p.m. Meets the
first Wednesday of the month.

23 Childcare Open House at 3 Cultural Arts Commission
Montrose Discovery Preschool
Attend this free open house, 451
Congressional Ln., from 5:30 to

9 Human Services Advisory

Spring Festival & Native Plant Sale Bring the entire
family and enjoy the wonders of
nature in an urban setting from
1 to 4 p.m. There’ll be a Spring
Native Plant Sale, woodland
hikes, nature games and crafts,
a live animal show, sustainability
exhibits, and rain barrel sale. All
ages.

free event is open to the public
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the
Rockville Swim & Fitness Center,
355 Martins Ln. See page 4 for
more information.

22 Earth Day Celebrate Earth

Environment Commission
7:30 p.m. Meets the first Thursday of the month.

27 Rockville’s Recent Past 9 Rockville Sister City Corp.

20 Fitness Open House This

Series – New Mark Commons
Featuring Professor Isabelle
Gournay of University of Maryland, Saturday, this component
of the series starts at 10 a.m. at
New Mark Commons Clubhouse.
Visit www.peerlessrockville.org
for more information.

Tree Attend this presentation
to learn about techniques and
resources available for those
researching their family history
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Presented
by Marlene Bishow, genealogist,
this session will also touch on
creating opportunities to draw
younger family members to the
project. FREE

the whole family out to enjoy
a night of bingo! The fun goes
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Twinbrook
Community Recreation Center,
12920 Twinbrook Pkwy.

18

Nature Tots – Eggs
Spend time with your child discovering the wonders of nature
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. A naturalist will help you explore a new
nature topic through nature play,
crafts, stories and a hike. Dress
for the weather. Space is limited,
so please register in advance.
This program is intended to provide special one-on-one time for
you and your child.

4

6:30 p.m. Visit www.rockvillemd.
gov/recreation/preschool.htm for
more information.

20 Rockville’s Recent Past

10 Climbing Your Family

12 Family Bingo Night Bring

gym, crafts, games and a light
snack. The fee is $2 per child
and a daily fee or membership
for the adult. Pre-registration is
not required.

7 p.m. Meets every month.

25 Recreation and Parks
Advisory Board 7 p.m.

Vacancies

To learn more about any board
or commission, call the City
Clerk’s Office at 240-314-8280
or go to www.rockvillemd.gov.
The City is seeking applicants
for:
• Human Rights Commission (3)
• Planning Commission (1)

FOR MOST UP-TO-DATE EVENT LISTING VISIT WWW.ROCKVILLEMD.GOV

La Ciudad se prepara para las Elecciones 2013
Los votantes de Rockville pueden
elegir al alcalde y a cuatro miembros del
Concejo Municipal en las elecciones municipales el martes 5 de noviembre.
Las elecciones municipales se realizan cada dos años y todos los puestos
para el alcalde y el Concejo aparecerán
en la boleta electoral. Los candidatos que estén interesados en postular
para un cargo pueden obtener una copia del Paquete de Información de los
Candidatos para Elección el miércoles 1
de mayo.
Los Paquetes de Información de los
Candidatos incluirán información sobre
cómo ser candidato, cuándo designar a
un tesorero de la campaña, que informes
presentar y todas las normas y reglaAPRIL 2013 ROCKVILLE REPORTS

mentos que rigen a los candidatos y sus
campañas.
Los candidatos oficiales que estén
interesados en participar en el desfile
anual del Día de Conmemoración de
los Caídos en la Guerra pueden inscribirse hasta el 15 de mayo, llamando al
240-314-8601.
Otras fechas importantes del año de
elecciones incluyen:
• Miércoles 1 de mayo – las solicitudes
para las boletas de votación en ausencia están disponibles en línea; está disponible el Paquete de Información de
Candidatos
• Viernes 6 de septiembre – Fecha
límite para presentarse como
candidato

• Viernes 20 de septiembre –
Orientación para los candidatos al gobierno de la Ciudad de Rockville
• Lunes 7 de octubre – Cierre de la inscripción de votantes; Las boletas de
votación en ausencia están disponibles
• Martes 29 de octubre – Último día
para que la Ciudad envíe las boletas
de votación en ausencia por correo
• Martes 5 de noviembre – Día de las
Elecciones; registro de votantes el mismo día
Visite la oficina del Secretario
Municipal en: City Hall, 111 Maryland
Ave., para obtener un Paquete de
Información de Candidatos. También
puede obtener una copia del paquete en
el sitio web de la ciudad en www.rock-

villemd.gov/
election13,
esta página
también
incluirá
un calendario detallado de las
elecciones.
Para inscribirse para votar
puede dirigirse a la alcaldia, bibliotecas
locales o a la Junta de Elecciones del
Condado de Montgomery, 18753 North
Frederick Ave., Suite 210, Gaithersburg,
para obtener una solicitud. La solicitud
se puede descargar en www.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections.
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IN BRIEF

Upcoming Water Main
Flushing in the City

Districts 18, 19, and 20 to be Affected
A systematic citywide flushing program to remove accumulated fine sediment from the City’s water system takes place every spring.
The City of Rockville is divided into 33 districts.
This month, flushing will take place along Route 28
between Rockville Pike and I-270. Specific districts
and dates include:
• District 18 – April 1 to April 9
• District 19 – April 10 to April 19
• District 20 – April 22 to April 30
To view a detailed map of the districts, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/residents/watermains.htm.
Flushing takes place Monday through Friday from
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Some parking restrictions may occur
on certain streets to allow for access to water valves.
Should this need arise, signs will be posted 48 hours
in advance.
As flushing takes place, some temporary discoloration of water may occur. Refrain from laundering
clothes during periods of discoloration, usually two
or three hours. Following the flushing, run the cold
water for a few minutes to clear any discoloration in
the water.
For more information on water main flushing, contact the Department of Public Works at
240-314-8500.

Sell or Shop at Spring
Community Outdoor Yard Sale

Register to sell your treasures and yard sale
items at the annual Spring Community Outdoor Yard
Sale on Saturday,  April 20, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at Richard Montgomery High School in Rockville.
Nothing to sell? Come check out all the great bargains waiting to be had.
Vendors must pre-register. Payment of the $20
registration fee guarantees one parking spot, one
table (6’ by 3’) and a chair.  Set up is from 7 to 8 a.m.
The sale is being coordinated by the Lincoln Park
Community Center, City of Rockville Teen Programs,
and Richard Montgomery High School. Last year,
more than 250 people attended the sale, which had
30 vendor tables.
To register, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/recreation/
guide and select course number 42770. For more
information, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/lpcc or call
Yvette Yeboah at 240-314-8780.

Make Plans for City Events

Rockville is one of the most diverse and unique
destinations in the region. Explore your community
and bring your friends and family to these events
throughout the rest of 2013:
• Rockville’s Farmers Market: Stop by the market every Saturday from May 11 through Nov. 23,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the corner of Route 28 and
Monroe Street; also, every Wednesday from June
5 through Sept. 25, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Rockville
Town Center, East Montgomery Avenue
• Hometown Holidays: The best Memorial Day
party this side of the Bay Bridge is May 25 through
May 27 in Town Center, 2 to 10 p.m.
• Independence Day: Celebrate our national holiday on Thursday, July 4, at Montgomery College –
Rockville Campus, 51 Mannakee St.
• Twilight Runfest: Register for one of the most
popular races of the summer in the National
Capital area, held on July 20 and followed by a
block party.
• Uncorked Wine & Music Festival: Enjoy great
wines, cooking demonstrations, and musical entertainment on Aug. 24 from noon to 6 p.m. in
Rockville Town Square.
• Antique & Classic Car Show: On the grounds
of Glenview Mansion, 603 Edmonston Dr., more
than 500 antique and classic automobiles go on display on Oct. 19.
For more information on these events, visit www.
rockvillemd.gov/events or contact 240-314-8620 or
specialevents@rockvillemd.gov.
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Neighborhood Notes
Meet Your Neighbor:
Meet Your Neighbor is a
regular feature in Rockville
Reports and on Channel 11 designed to highlight the unique
individuals that make our
community a special place. To
nominate someone for a future
episode and article, contact
Jennifer Ligsay at jligsay@rockvillemd.gov.
Fallsgrove resident
Alison Plotas is inspiring
Rockville to BE GREAT.
She’s a dedicated wife
and mother, and president
and co-founder of the BE
GREAT Foundation, a public charity in Rockville. The
foundation helps to improve
the lives and medical outcomes of children with immune deficiency.
“Immune deficiency
conditions occur when the
body’s immune system is
unable to do its job, either
partially or entirely,” Ms.
Plotas says. “The symptoms
of immune deficiency depend on what part of the
immune system is affected
and can range from mild to

Alison Plotas

Alison Plotas with her husband Pete and children Ariana
and Alexander.
life-threatening.”
Ms. Plotas and her husband, Pete, established the
foundation in November
2011. BE GREAT is dedicated
to their late 13-month-old
son, Alexander James Plotas,
who died on Sept. 21, 2011
due to respiratory complications from a severe and rare
form of immunodeficiency
after a successful bone marrow transplant.
In addition to running the
BE GREAT Foundation, Ms.
Plotas makes time to stay involved in her community. She

enjoys gardening in a community garden plot, walking along the Carl Henn
Millennium Trail or taking
in one of the City’s festivals.
Ms. Plotas volunteers her
time with parent advisory
councils at the Children’s
National Medical Center
to share her family’s experience from Alexander’s
journey.
For any parent going
through an experience similar to her own, here’s her
advice: “Trust your parenting instincts. Advocate for

your child and your family.
Searching for the little joys
and treasuring each moment made each of the days
significant.”
The BE GREAT
Foundation is gearing up
for their 2nd Annual Seek &
Find Dr. Bear Family Walk
event on Saturday, May 18,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. starting at Fallsgrove Park, 700
Fallsgrove Dr.
Rockville residents can
register their families for
this one mile “at your own
pace” charity walk along
the City’s Millennium
Trail to find the Children’s
National Medical Center’s
mascot, Dr. Bear, and other
hidden surprises.
Alexander didn’t have
words yet, however through
his journey, his Mom says
he left a lasting message to
her and her family: “Enjoy
each day without expectation. Smile a lot. Be happy.”
To learn more about
the BE GREAT Foundation
and ways you can help or
get involved, visit www.
BeGreatFoundation.org.

Get Involved in Rockville’s Senior
Center Community
Start with a Visit to the Spring Bazaar
Start making plans to attend the Rockville Seniors
Inc. (RSI) Spring Bazaar
at the Rockville Senior
Center, 1150 Carnation Dr.
on Saturday, May 4, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.
The bazaar will feature
handmade crafts, a plant
sale, refreshments, a bake
sale and more. If you are interested in volunteering or
baking, please call 240-3148800 or sign up at the front
desk.
Shopping at the Spring
Bazaar is just one way to
get involved in Rockville’s
senior activities. The City’s
Department of Recreation
and Parks offers a wide array of events, classes and
programs at the center.
Consider these opportunities to make friends, stay
active and make a difference at the Rockville Senior
Center:
• Check the Recreation
Guide for day and evening classes, programs
and trips offered through
the Senior Center. Also,
the Rockville Senior
Citizens Commission

Scan this QR code with your smartphone to visit the City of Rockville’s
website. If you don’t already have
a QR code reader on your phone,
there are plenty of free apps you can
download.When you have an app installed, point your phone’s camera at
the code and the website will appear
in your phone’s web browser.

Bring a friend or meet new ones at Rockville Seniors,
Inc.’s Spring Bazaar on May 4.
is asking you to share
your suggestions for new
programs and activities
to learn about cultures,
hobbies and special interests by calling the Senior
Center front desk at 240314-8800 or emailing
scenter@rockvillemd.gov.
• Volunteer at the center
to meet other members
and to earn credit toward
Senior Center dues. Fifty
hours of volunteering per
year can pay for dues for
a Rockville resident and
100 hours covers dues for
non-residents.
• Consider running for
the Rockville Seniors,

Inc. (RSI) board to serve
in a leadership role.
Applications are due
May 21 and elections will
be held at the May 21 RSI
meeting at 1 p.m.
• Attend the annual Senior
Center volunteer appreciation party at 1 p.m. on
May 21.
To learn more about the
Rockville Senior Center
and Senior Services, go
online to www.rockvillemd.gov/seniorcenter.
Recreation program and
class registration is ongoing; visit www.rockvillemd.gov/recreation/guide
for details.
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