Rockville’s Maximum Expansion Limits (MEL)
Rockville’s Municipal Boundaries have expanded over time. The Municipal Growth Element (MGE) of Rockville’s master plan defines
the Maximum Expansion Limits (MEL) that are areas that Rockville might be interested in annexing property.

Municipal Growth Element
Principles for defining Rockville’s MEL
1. Rockville’s MEL should have geographic logic and should only include areas
for which the City could provide public services in an efficient and effective
manner.
2. Rockville’s MEL should include areas for which there is a reasonable possibility that annexation could occur over the next 30 years.
3. Because inclusion in Rockville’s MEL does not obligate Rockville to annex,
being more expansive leaves more options available to Rockville, at very little
identifiable cost.
4. Properties within Rockville’s MEL should have the potential to yield fiscal
and/or other benefits to the City if annexed.
5. Properties that might add to the customer base for Rockville water and
sewer services may be particularly financially beneficial (though analysis and
negotiation may be needed in advance of any actual annexation).
6. Properties within the MEL may offer a unique branding image to attract investment, people and capital to the City.
7. Rockville’s MEL should leave open the potential for the City of Rockville to
guide some of the development in a manner that is consistent with the City’s
character and identity, as well as master plan goals and policies.
8. The MEL may offer the possibility of increasing parkland and other natural
features that the City may wish to protect.
9. Rockville’s MEL should not divide logical neighborhood limits.
10. Shady Grove Road will no longer be a limiting factor for any future annexations in the City.
11. Including properties on both sides of Shady Grove Road within the City’s
limits will allow Rockville to better guide development and better control
negative traffic impacts on the City.
12. Facilitate communication and re-establish agreements regarding annexations with Montgomery County and the City of Gaithersburg, if possible.

Guiding principles for Annexation
Annexing property should achieve one or more of the following:
1. Be consistent with other components of Rockville’s Comprehensive Master
Plan, including visions, principles, goals and policies for Rockville.
2. Enhance, and not detract from, Rockville’s key goal of maintaining a responsive government.
3. Help Rockville to manage land use in areas at Rockville’s periphery.
4. Support the long-term community, economic and fiscal health of Rockville.
5. Promote a desired branding.

