Montgomery College and Vicinity

Montgomery College
Goal: Integrate Montgomery College into the economic and social life of
the community
1. Maintain and strengthen the collaboration between the City of Rockville and Montgomery College, recognizing the importance of the college to the daily life and long-term
success of the city. This partnership will serve as the mechanism to address short-term
issues, such as college-neighborhood and safety concerns; and long-term goals as discussed in this master plan.
2. Reestablish the MD 355 Corridor between the northern extent of Rockville Town Center,
where N. Washington Street meets MD 355, and W. Gude Drive as a priority area of focus
for Rockville. This plan recognizes the importance of Montgomery College with approximately 16,000 students and the Montgomery County Public Schools Headquarters (MCPS)
with over 700 employees as key assets and activity centers in the city.
3. Support Montgomery College in its efforts to grow and evolve to meet increasing and
changing demands for its services. Ensure that its growth considers and minimizes impacts on nearby communities.
4. Seek alignment and consistency between the college’s 10-year master plan and the
City’s master plan and other policies.
5. A key implementation step for this master plan is to develop a long-term vision, in collaboration with Montgomery College, Montgomery County Public Schools and Montgomery County, for the broader campus area, including the MCPS headquarters property. An
amendment to this master plan may be warranted once that vision has been achieved.
6. Plan jointly with Montgomery College for the growth of a mix of uses that serve the
campus and surrounding area. The area would help to meet existing and future demand
of the campus community for retail, restaurants, services. It would also better facilitate
the beneficial economic impact of the campus on the city.
7. Work with Montgomery College on opportunities to identify and/or develop housing that
is affordable to students and faculty/employees. Ideally, this effort would be part of the
mixed-use area.
8. Collaborate with Montgomery College to improve its frontage on MD 355, to increase
visibility of the college, improve the visual appeal of the 355 corridor and potentially accommodate the mixed-use area.
9. Collaborate with Montgomery College. Montgomery County and the State of Maryland
to identify the best location for a bus rapid transit station, including an evaluation based
on long-term land use and economic development plans.
10. Improve pedestrian and bicycle access between Montgomery College and Town Center, which includes significantly improved sidewalks on MD 355 and a potential new bikeway connecting the College, MCPS and City property.
11. Seek opportunities to provide additional vehicular access to the campus from the
north, to relieve traffic pressure on the intersection of W. Gude Drive and MD 355.
12. Look for opportunities to open or remove barriers and make physical connections to
the surrounding areas, taking into account community and college safety concerns.
13. Pursue mutually beneficial agreements with Montgomery College for use of each other’s athletic, cultural and other facilities. Be open to opportunities for joint investment in
facilities that would benefit the college and the city.
14. Leverage the academic assets of Montgomery College, the Universities at Shady
Grove, and other institutions to attract and retain businesses in Rockville.
15. Support efforts to strengthen links between programs at Montgomery College and
Universities at Shady Grove and local workforce development agencies and the business
community, to facilitate job placement for graduates and transitioning workers.

