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RO CK V I LLE TOWN CEN TER
Town Center is Rockville’s downtown. Situated at the city’s
geographic center, it serves as the seat of government for
the City of Rockville and Montgomery County, as well as
Montgomery County’s State District and County Circuit
courthouses. Boundaries of the planning area are shown in
Figure 44.
This Comprehensive Plan adopts by reference the 2001
Town Center Master Plan for portions of the neighborhood
plan area that coincide with this planning area boundary.
Policies in this Comprehensive Plan supersede any policies
that are in conflict with those in the 2001 Town Center Master
Plan, as well as all previous policies for the planning area in
the 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan.

Existing Land Uses in Planning Area 1
Land Use by Land Area
Commercial & Office - 31%
Civic & Private Institution - 28%
Mixed-Use - 12%
Multi-Unit Residential - 11%
Attached Residential - 7%
Parking & Transport - 5%
Park and Open Space - 4%
Detached Residential - 2%

Residential Dwelling Units
Detached Residential

19

Attached Residential

156

Multi-unit Residential (apartment/condo)
Assisted Living/Nursing Home
Total units
Source: City of Rockville land records and GIS, 2019.
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2,187
284
2,646

Area Characteristics
The Rockville Town Center planning area has a wide
mix of land uses and building types. Government offices,
residences, private offices, cultural institutions, non-profit
entities, restaurants, and retail shops are major features in the
planning area.
Government and civic uses include: Rockville’s City Hall and
Police Station; the executive, legislative, and judicial offices
of Montgomery County government; a State of Maryland
courthouse; the County’s Rockville Memorial Library branch;
and Richard Montgomery High School.
Town Center is also a neighborhood, with residents living in
a wide variety of building types, including high- and mid-rise
apartments and condominiums, townhouses, row houses,
and single-unit detached dwellings. More than 5,000 people
make Town Center their home, with communities including
Americana Centre, College Square, The Fitz, The Upton,
The Fenestra, The Palladian, The Metropolitan, Main Street,
The Victoria, Brightview West End, Beall’s Grant, Sunrise
Assisted Living, the Town Center Apartments, and the Ansell
Apartments.
Prices range from market-rate expensive units to units
affordable to, and restricted to, those with moderate and lower
incomes. Private offices of many types and sizes are also
located in Town Center, from 51 Monroe Street (the city’s
tallest building at 21 stories) to small office suites. The 140room Cambria Hotel and Suites opened in 2015, bringing the
first hotel into downtown Rockville in recent years. Cultural,
educational and other non-profit organizations are also a part
of Rockville’s active, mixed-use downtown.
The Rockville Transit Station is a key transportation amenity
for Town Center, serving as a rail station for the WMATA
Metrorail Red Line, the MARC Brunswick Line, and the Amtrak
Capitol Limited route. It is a major bus hub for Montgomery
County’s Ride On and WMATA’s Metrobus routes, and is
served by private taxi companies, ride-share services, Capital
Bike share, and dockless bike and scooter providers. The
station also offers surface parking for commuters and other
City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

transit users. Maryland Route 355 (called both Rockville Pike
and Hungerford Drive within Town Center) is also a major
transportation feature of the planning area.

vision for Rockville’s downtown. Though many of the Master
Plan’s goals and objectives have been met (or are still
coming to fruition), its overarching goal is still relevant today:

The combination of government uses, cultural attractions
and employment, all served by transportation assets, make
Rockville Town Center an important area for visitors coming
to (or through) Rockville’s downtown.

Create a daytime, evening, and weekend activity
center that is easily identifiable, pedestrian-oriented,
and incorporates a mix of uses and activities.

Planning History
From its early beginnings as a simple crossroads and County
seat at the birth of our nation, to a bustling and urbanizing
suburb in the Washington, D.C. region today, Rockville Town
Center is a key activity center in Montgomery County.
Planning in Town Center began even before Rockville’s
incorporation in 1860, when a small settlement on the
main road between Georgetown and Frederick was
selected as the seat of the newly formed Montgomery
County government in 1776. By 1873, the opening of the
Metropolitan Branch of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
enabled Rockville residents to work in Washington, D.C. The
town continued to grow around this transportation hub to
become an employment center and the collection of diverse
neighborhoods that exists today.
Creating an active downtown has been a major goal in
Rockville for decades. In the early 1960s, Rockville was the
second community in the state to initiate a federally-supported
urban renewal program to construct a new downtown. The
Mid-City Urban Renewal Area sought to position Town Center
competitively with nearby suburban shopping centers by
providing amenities that would draw people into Rockville’s
downtown. Urban renewal resulted in the removal of some
then-existing streets and businesses, which were at the time
considered by the municipality to be in need of redevelopment,
and the construction of the 350,000-square-foot Rockville Mall.
However, the renewal project was not successful in its goal
and, by 1990, the mall had closed. Forced to find a solution for
its redevelopment, the City approved a new development plan
for the mall site, and in 1996, it was demolished. Demolition
of the mall paved the way for a reconnected street grid and a
new 100,000-square-foot retail pavilion of restaurants and a
movie theater on East Montgomery Avenue.
The Town Center Master Plan was adopted in 2001, after
an extensive public engagement effort, to implement a new
City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

Objectives of the 2001 Town Center Master Plan included:
1. Provide an environment conducive to and supportive
of living, working, shopping, and entertainment.
2. Accommodate a variety of densities and scales
of development that are sensitive to an urban
neighborhood environment and the demands of the
marketplace.
3. Enhance links to transportation options which improve
their visibility and accessibility.
4. Provide improved connections from neighborhoods to
the Town Center.
5. Minimize the divisive impact of Rockville Pike and the
Metro and CSX rail lines.
6. Make the Town Center a unique, high amenity
destination for local and regional customers.
7. Utilize urban design to establish zoning and density
requirements that will assist in defining the Rockville
Town Center.
8. Provide sufficient parking for new mixed-use
development and visitors to the Town Center.
9. Address integrating new aesthetic public parking
garages with linkages from road networks.
These objectives continue to be embraced by this Plan while
adding an important new principle to the list above:
10. Provide an environment that is safe and appealing for
pedestrians and bicyclists.
A fundamental concept of the 2001 Town Center Master
Plan is the Desired Framework diagram (see Figure 43).
The Framework represents a culmination of analysis and
discussion within the community regarding the conceptual
physical ideas of the 2001 Plan. One major theme of
the framework is the L-shaped ‘spine’, which leads from
the Rockville Transit Station, across a pedestrian bridge
spanning MD-355, to East Montgomery Avenue, then turns
north at Maryland Avenue to continue past Beall Avenue.
This plan generally continues this desired ‘spine’ concept.
Planning Area 1 - Rockville Town Center
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Figure 43: Town Center Master Plan Desired Framework

Washington Council of Governments. Some of the major
recommendations from the ULI TAP report, Rockville Town
Center: Strengthening Its Vitality, are included in this section
where they relate to the City’s comprehensive planning
policies. Other recommendations and background materials
can be found in the full report and will be considered during
future Comprehensive Plan updates.

Key Issues
The following issues were identified during the Rockville 2040
Comprehensive Plan effort:

Rockville Town Square is a 12.5-acre development project
covering five blocks within the larger 260-acre planning area.
It was developed through a public-private partnership between
the City of Rockville, Montgomery County government,
and private developers. First opening in 2006, Rockville
Town Square was the first development in Town Center to
implement the vision of the Town Center Master Plan; a vision
that continues to be realized throughout the city’s downtown.
Since 2006, additional development projects have been
completed in Town Center, including three multi-unit residential
buildings (with two more under construction as of this writing);
high-rise offices, including the headquarters of Choice Hotels,
International; and the Choice Hotels’ headquarters hotel,
Cambria Hotel and Suites, as part of a separate mixed-use
development of commercial and residential uses.
In July of 2019, a Technical Assistance Panel (TAP) of
the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Washington Chapter was
jointly sponsored by the City of Rockville and Metropolitan
256
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•

Desire and opportunities for commercial activity and
business in the planning area;

•

Need for improved vehicular and pedestrian signage
and wayfinding into and throughout Town Center;

•

Implementing Vision Zero principles to provide a safe
environment for pedestrians and bicyclists within Town
Center and for connections with Town Center from
nearby neighborhoods;

•

Parking challenges in Town Center, both real and
perceived;

•

Interest in completion of the Phase II vision for Town
Center (north of Beall Avenue);

•

Strong desire for improvements to the Rockville
Station, including providing for safe and convenient
access and better overall connectivity with the rest of
Town Center and nearby neighborhoods;

•

Potential impacts of the County-planned Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) routes along MD-355 and Veirs Mill Road;

•

Interest in preservation of historic structures in
downtown Rockville;

•

Desire for more parks and open space for downtown
residents and visitors;

•

Better integration of government facilities with the
Town Center urban environment.

Despite a significant amount of success, Town Center has
not fully reached the level of vitality many in the community
desire, a sentiment consistently expressed during the
Rockville 2040 public engagement effort. Street-level
commercial activity, which was, and is, a core component of
the mixed-use vision of the Town Center Master Plan, has
experienced challenges due to increased competition in the
City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

Figure 44: Land Use Policy Map of Planning Area 1
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region, the advent of e-commerce, which has reduced the
amount of commodities sold in physical stores throughout
the U.S. economy, and an overall shift in consumer
preferences. The policies in this planning area section
represent adjustments to the Town Center Master Plan, due
to both the significant progress made since 2001 and the
changing circumstances since that time.
During the development of this plan, the COVID-19
pandemic emerged and had a significant short-term impact
on all aspects of Town Center from both the pandemic itself
and the City’s policy responses. It is not yet known what the
long-term impacts will be. It will be important for the City
to keep track of whether important changes occur in the
demand for office and other commercial space, the desire to
live in high-density environments and the use of transit.

Focus Area Recommendations
These land use policies and zoning and urban design
recommendations apply to specific sites in the Planning Area.

AREA 1

A1

West side of North Washington Street
These properties on the west side of North Washington Street,
between West Montgomery Avenue and Martins Lane, have
seen little development activity over the past 20 years even
as other parts of Town Center have improved or redeveloped.
However, this portion of the planning area has the potential
to intensify, especially in residential or office uses, and bring
greater community vitality and economic value to Town Center.
Land Use Policy Map
Given its close proximity to the core of Town Center, this
area is planned for a mix of uses under the land use
designation of OCRM (Office Commercial Residential Mix).
Residential uses are particularly desired for this area, though
development should be sensitive to the historic buildings and
residents immediately to the west.
Zoning Recommendations
The current zoning for most of these properties is MXNC
(Mixed Use Neighborhood Commercial), which limits building
heights to 45 feet, with an opportunity to build somewhat taller
based on providing such community needs as additional parks
or open space and/or affordable housing. No change in height
258
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limits is recommended, though adjustments to the incentives
for permitting additional height should be addressed.
Urban Design Recommendations
Buildings facing North Washington Street, as well as the
public realm of sidewalks and amenities, should be designed
to facilitate interaction and interest at the ground level, where
they interact with a redesigned North Washington Street. An
approved ‘road diet’ on North Washington Street is designed
such that people walking, bicycling or rolling across or
along North Washington Street feel safe and comfortable.
Although not required, services and cultural/educational
institutions are encouraged, as are commercial uses if
the market supports them. On the west side of this area,
buildings should be designed so as not to dominate the scale
of the single-unit detached homes or commercial structures
immediately to the west; designs should be sensitive to the
views that those structures will have of new buildings.

AREA 2

A2

255 Rockville Pike (Rockville Center)
This property is occupied by a building that was part of the
former Rockville Mall. Montgomery County governmental
functions, which had occupied the building for more
than 20 years, have largely relocated to a new County
headquarters in Wheaton. Once the building and its parking
garage becomes vacant, it may be considered for major
redevelopment.
Land Use Policy Map
The area is planned for high-density, mixed-use development
with a land use designation of OCRM (Office Commercial
Residential Mix), given its close proximity to the Rockville
Transit Station and the core of Town Center.
Zoning Recommendations
No changes are recommended to the current MXTD (MixedUse Transit District) zone.
Urban Design Recommendations
It is recommended that the City take an active role in the
redevelopment of this area as a prominent site in Rockville’s
downtown. Redevelopment of this property should contribute
to the realization of the Town Center downtown L-shaped
‘spine’ and incorporate an expanded pedestrian promenade
over MD-355 to the Rockville Transit Station.
City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

AREA 3

A3

Properties along Fleet Street and East Jefferson Street,
between Maryland Avenue and Jefferson Plaza
This area consists of a group of properties south of the
current core downtown area that have the potential to
become a new activity center in the city, focused around a
large public park and event space.
Land Use Policy Map
The mixed-use designation, OCRM (Office Commercial
Residential Mix), is applied to properties in this focus area to
allow for future infill and/or redevelopment.
A future public park is recommended in the general location
where the green asterisk is placed in this focus area on the
Land Use Policy Map (Figure 44). The asterisk indicates the
City’s intention to establish a public park in this general area,
either by means of land dedication as part of a development
project, purchase, land swap, or some other method that
would serve as a significant public gathering and event
space for the Rockville community and beyond. (See also
Policies 5 and 6 of the Recreation and Parks Element)

The City should work with Montgomery County government
and other private land owners to realize the land use and
design vision of the plan as part of any future redevelopment
proposals.
Urban Design Recommendations
Redevelopment of property in this area should contribute
toward the realization of a public park, indicated by the
Future Potential Public Park asterisk, surrounded by
pedestrian-oriented, urban-scale buildings that help to
frame the public space. New developments should orient
primary building facades and front doors toward a street
or public open space to frame the edges of streets, parks,
and open spaces, and to foster activated pedestrian areas.
Building frontages should include ground-floor uses that
attract customers or regular visitors, enhanced pedestrian
areas and amenities, attractive landscaping, and bicycle
infrastructure. Potential park development concepts are
shown in Figure 45. Concept A envisions a naturalistic park
with curvilinear paths and an amphitheater facing onto a
circular green. Concept B is a more formal design with an
amphitheater facing onto a rectangular green.

AREA 4

Zoning Recommendations
The current zoning for these properties is MXNC (Mixed
Use Neighborhood Commercial) in the portion north of Fleet
Street and MXT (Mixed Use Transition) south of Fleet Street.
A change in zoning to MXCT (Mixed Use Corridor Transition)
is recommended for all properties within this focus area in
order to permit heights of up to 75 feet.
Figure 45: Conceptual Park at Fleet Street and Monroe Street

A4

Properties along Maryland Avenue (north of Beall Ave.) and
Dawson Avenue (between MD-355 and N. Washington St.)
This area comprises a group of properties with frontage
along the extension of Maryland Avenue, north of Beall
Avenue, and Dawson Avenue, between Hungerford Drive
(MD-355) and North Washington Street. They represent a
second phase to the downtown redevelopment area of Town
Center and are envisioned as an extension to the current
Rockville Town Square project.
Land Use Policy Map
Several land use designations are applied to property in this
area, either to allow for future infill and/or redevelopment or
to reflect a continuance of their existing land uses.

Concept A			
Source: Mahan Rykiel Associates

City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

Concept B

A future public park is recommended in the general location
where the green asterisk is placed on the Land Use Policy
Map of Figure 44. The asterisk indicates the City’s intention to
establish a public park in this general area, either by means
of land dedication as part of a development project, purchase,
land swap, or some other method, that would serve as a small
gathering and amenity space for visitors to the area. (See also
Planning Area 1 - Rockville Town Center
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Policies 5 and 6 of the Recreation and Parks Element)
Zoning Recommendations
No zoning changes are recommended for the properties in
this area, which are all zoned MXCD (Mixed Use Corridor
District) with the exception of 255 N. Washington Street,
which is in the planned development zone, PD-KSI.
Urban Design Recommendations

Policies 4 and 10 of the Transportation Element. The result
should be better connections between the station and
surrounding commercial and residential areas; an improved
“welcoming” experience for those entering Rockville; easier
and safer routes to and from the station; artwork; and other
placemaking features.

PROJECT 3

P3

Redevelopment of property in this area should contribute
toward a pedestrian-oriented, urban-scale streetscape.
New developments should orient primary building facades
and front doors toward a street or public open space to
frame the edges of streets, parks, and open spaces, and to
foster activated pedestrian areas. Building frontages should
include ground-floor uses that attract customers or regular
visitors, enhanced pedestrian areas and amenities, attractive
landscaping, and bicycle infrastructure.

Redesign Promenade Park as a pleasant and inspiring
public space and connection between the Town Center
core and an expanded pedestrian bridge to the Rockville
Transit Station. Partner with WMATA, MDOT SHA, MDOT
MTA, MCDOT, and surrounding property owners, in
consultation with the Rockville community and the Cultural
Arts Commission, the Rockville Traffic and Transportation
Commission, the Rockville Bicycle Advisory Committee, the
Rockville Pedestrian Advocacy Committee, and others, for
the redesign of the park and pedestrian bridge.

Recommended City Projects

PROJECT 4

These projects or studies are recommended to be undertaken
by the City in specific locations within the Planning Area.

PROJECT 1

P1

Conduct a planning effort leading to the adoption of a
Comprehensive Plan amendment to Planning Area 1 that
updates and replaces the 2001 Town Center Master Plan.
(See also Policies 8, 9, and 22 of the Land Use Element and
Policy 10 of the Economic Development Element)

PROJECT 2

Design Maryland Avenue as a continuous commercial
corridor between East Montgomery Avenue and Dawson
Avenue. The extension of Maryland Avenue between Beall
Avenue and Dawson Avenue should include streetscape
amenities, such as wide sidewalks, significant landscaped
areas, street trees, decorative lighting, wayfinding and
landmark elements, outdoor seating, on-street parking, and
bike facilities. (See also Policy 19 of the Land Use Element
and Action 19.3 of the Transportation Element)

P2

Work with the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority (WMATA), Montgomery County government, and
the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) to
redesign the Rockville Station for better and safer access,
and an improved architectural approach that creates a
better experience for users. As of this plan’s adoption, a
WMATA-sponsored study is underway and will produce
options for review by the Rockville community. It is likely that
implementation of the study’s results will require significant
capital investment from multiple layers of government
and, potentially, the private sector if private development
emerges as part of the plan. Improvement of the station
is a high priority of this plan and is also discussed in
260
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Pedestrian bridge over MD-355 connecting Rockville Transit Station to Town
Center, with the former Rockville Mall building at 255 Rockville Pike beyond.

City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

PROJECT 5

P5

Work with MDOT SHA to improve the safety and experience
for people walking, rolling, and biking along MD-355, south
of the Rockville Transit Station. A sidewalk should continue
along the entire street frontage of the Americana Centre. The
pedestrian crossings at the intersection of Veirs Mill Road,
East Jefferson Street and Rockville Pike should be designed
for maximum safety and comfort. (See also Action 4.7 of the
Transportation Element)

PROJECT 6

P6

Encourage redevelopment of the surface parking lot at the
southwest corner of Maryland Avenue and East Middle Lane
as a mixed-use development with ground-floor commercial
or another pedestrian-serving use. Based on the intended
use, consideration should be given for reducing or waiving
on-site parking requirements because of the site’s limited
area, prime Town Center location, nearby structured parking
options, and transit access. A cultural use or amenity is
encouraged for this site.

PROJECT 7

P7

Advocate for MDOT SHA to study potential solutions to
improving the intersection of North Washington Street and
Hungerford Drive (MD-355) that increase safety and mobility
for all modes. (See also Action 20.10 of the Transportation
Element)

PROJECT 8

P8

As a result of increased residential development, work with
MCDOT and MDOT SHA to conduct a special corridor study
along MD-355 to determine congestion levels, recommend
significant improvements to street design, increase non-auto
driver mode share, and incorporate Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).
(See also Action 19.7 of the Transportation Element)

PROJECT 9

P9

Implement ‘road diet’ projects for East Middle Lane and North
Washington Street with the goals of implementing Vision
Zero principles of safety for all users, including pedestrians
and bicyclists; and to improve access and circulation for
pedestrians within and from outside of Town Center. Road
diets were recommendations of the ULI Technical Assistance
City of Rockville Comprehensive Plan

Panel study in 2019, which the Mayor and Council directed
staff to implement.

Other Policy Recommendations
The following additional items are recommended to address
key issues and opportunities in the Planning Area.
Land Use & Urban Design
1. Develop a clear identity and vision for downtown
Rockville, shared jointly by Town Center’s user groups.
2. Improve awareness of the arrival points of Town
Center by engaging a branding, marketing, and
wayfinding consultant to develop a strategy to raise
the profile and accessibility of Rockville Town Center.
3. Continue development of the L-shaped ‘spine’,
extending along East Montgomery Avenue and
Maryland Avenue, with a mix of ground-floor
commercial, service, and entertainment uses; and
office, residential, and institutional uses located above.
4. Develop a strategy to create public landmarks
throughout the Town Center and Rockville Transit Station
area. Landmarks could include architectural building
elements, sculptures, public art, and unique signage.
5. Buildings with ground-level parking and blank building
walls should not be allowed along street edges,
especially along Maryland Avenue, East Middle Lane,
North Washington Street, Courthouse Square, and
East Montgomery Avenue.
6. Streets in Town Center should be designed to encourage
interaction and activity for people on the sidewalk,
through the provision of wide sidewalks, gathering
places, and interesting ground-floor uses. Sidewalk
activity, such as outdoor café seating and other retail
displays visible from the street, should be encouraged.
7. Develop and adopt streetscape guidelines for the
Town Center planning area. Guidelines should
establish appropriate and attractive street furniture,
including bus shelters, seating, surface treatment, and
lighting, into all major pedestrian areas.
8. Work with Montgomery County government to find a
new location in, or near, downtown Rockville for Fire
Station #3. Relocation would open new development
opportunities for the current station site, possibly in
Planning Area 1 - Rockville Town Center
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combination with properties to the north; and better
accommodate modern fire equipment and fire house
standards (See also Action 5.3 of the Community
Facilities Element)

1

Recreation and Parks
9. Study the potential for a new public park in Town
Center that can be used for large public events, music
concerts, theater performances, farmers markets,
and holiday festivals; and for passive recreation and
relaxation at other times.
10. Explore the potential for a new dog park in Town Center.
11. Small urban parks should be maintained and added to
enhance the pedestrian environment throughout Town
Center and serve as locations for public landmarks.
12. Design and implement landscaping of the public
realm, including parks and sidewalks, that connects
open spaces as a network.
Transportation and Vision Zero
13. Improve connections between Montgomery College
and Town Center, to serve the thousands of students
and staff at the college, by:
•

Establishing an off-street, shared use path
connecting the College with downtown Rockville.
Consider path alignments that follow existing
rights-of-way or new easements or dedications
on private property to create the safest and most
comfortable connection.

•

Studying the potential for a shuttle bus that links
Montgomery College, Town Center, and the
Rockville Transit Station.

14. Develop and approve a pedestrian master plan for
the Town Center area, including transit wayfinding
and an audit of the pedestrian environment in and
around Town Center for safety, ease of navigation,
accessibility, and aesthetics.

should be incorporated into street improvements
and open space plans in Town Center to the greatest
extent possible.
18. Enhance pedestrian accessibility between East Rockville
neighborhoods and Town Center, such as through
enhanced or upgraded sidewalks, safe street crossings,
accessibility improvements, and wayfinding signage.
19. Above-ground utilities, particularly overhead electricity
lines, should be placed underground wherever
feasible. Further study should be undertaken to
determine both the physical and financial feasibility of
under-grounding utilities in Town Center.
20. Ensure that BRT routes and stops serving Town Center
are compatible with existing and planned land uses
and serve the transit needs of the Rockville community,
property owners and developers, and BRT riders. (See
also Action 9.2 of the Transportation Element)
21. Advocate for MDOT SHA to investigate improvements
at the intersection of East Middle Lane/Park Road and
MD-355 that ensures safe, comfortable, and efficient
travel for all modes, including the potential for an allstop red-phase or an exclusive left turn signal for a
new left turn lane from eastbound East Middle Lane.
(See also Action 20.4 of the Transportation Element)
22. Advocate for MDOT SHA to investigate allowing a left
turn from eastbound MD-28 onto northbound MD-355
that ensures safe, comfortable, and efficient travel for
all modes, including the potential for an all-stop redphase or an exclusive left turn signal. (See also Action
20.5 of the Transportation Element)
Parking
23. Continue to develop solutions for parking challenges
in downtown Rockville, including the following options:
•

15. Implement the planned ‘road diets’ for North
Washington Street and East Middle Lane.

Adjust parking standards for new development
and occupancies in Town Center to reflect the
reduced need for parking spaces in its transit- and
pedestrian-friendly environment.

•

16. Implement the Dawson Avenue street connection,
between North Washington Street and MD-355, to
provide additional travel options through Town Center.

Explore options to make parking fees and charged
hours regionally competitive.

•

Coordinate among the public and private parking
providers in Town Center to improve driver
understanding and experience (e.g., consistent fee
structures, time limits, and signage, etc.).

17. Facilities (i.e., bike lanes, racks, etc.) for cyclists
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•

Implement technology to make finding and paying
for parking easier in Town Center in partnership
with Montgomery County Department of
Transportation.

•

Conduct outreach and education to Rockville
residents and visitors about parking facilities and
improvements.

Economic Development
24. Retain significant employers in Town Center.
25. Recruit new for-profit and non-profit employers to
Town Center, taking advantage of its mixed-use,
transit-accessible location.
26. Attract ‘anchor uses’ that serve Town Center’s user
groups of its residents and families, government
employees, visitors to local government and
courthouse facilities, and the city at-large. Anchors
may be large-scale employers, cultural organizations
that attract visitors, educational institutions, and any
other uses that attract people to Town Center.

for residents across the full range of income levels
and to provide additional demand for the commercial
uses in this mixed-use environment.
Community Partnerships
33. Continue to build and foster relationships with Town
Center stakeholders, including business owners,
employers, residents, WMATA, Montgomery College,
and Montgomery County’s governmental agencies.
These relationships should result in greater vitality
and improved design and placemaking for an overall
better environment.
34. Explore formation of a formal organization, such as a
BID (business improvement district), Transportation
Management District (TMD), or Urban Partnership, to
support operations, management, and promotion in
Town Center.

27. Identify, and then reduce or eliminate, unneeded
regulatory obstacles to Town Center’s economic
vitality.
28. Develop and implement marketing efforts to attract
visitors to Town Center, from such nearby entities
as Montgomery College; and to induce those
already visiting Town Center (e.g., jurors, visitors to
government buildings and offices) to be customers of
Town Center establishments.
Culture and Arts
29. Attract arts and cultural institutions to Town Center, for
the improvements to quality of life and to bring more
vitality and support to Town Center street-level retail
and services.
30. Bring additional arts and culture programming to the
public and private spaces in Town Center.
31. Create a broader arts environment, through the
deployment of art in streets, sidewalks, parks, private
buildings, public buildings and elsewhere.
Housing
32. Increase the number of residents and housing density
in Town Center, to provide additional housing options
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