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Patricia A. Harris 

Attorney 

301-841-3832

paharris@lerchearly.com

August 23, 2022 

By Electronic Mail 

Ms. Suzan Pitman, Chair and Members of the Planning Commission 

City of Rockville Planning Commission 

111 Maryland Avenue 

Rockville, MD 20850 

        Re:  805 King Farm Blvd., Rockville, Maryland 

Sec. 25.09.06.c Waiver Request  

Dear Chair Pitman and Members of the Planning Commission, 

On behalf of Banyan Street Irvington Centre, LLC (the “Applicant”), and pursuant to the 

City of Rockville Zoning Ordinance Section 25.09.06.c (the “Zoning Ordinance”), we are 

submitting this request for a waiver to allow the placement of equipment on the existing building’s 

rooftop at a total area greater than 25% of the property’s rooftop located at 805 King Farm 

Boulevard (the “Property”).   This request is almost identical in nature to the roof-top waiver the 

Planning Commission granted on November 10, 2021 for 805 King Farm Boulevard’s “sister 

building” -- 800 King Farm Boulevard.  The subject building is six stories in height.  An allowance 

of space greater than the allotted percentage outlined in the Zoning Ordinance is vital to the 

Applicant’s intended research and development (“R&D”) uses within the building and the 

expansion of life science uses in the greater King Farm community.  

The Property is currently improved with a screen wall and dunnage that will be removed 

for the conversion of the existing use. The Applicant is proposing to install two separate new screen 

dunnages, with each measuring approximately 3,680 square feet.  The dunnages will protect future 

R&D/life science equipment that will be critical to the tenant's operations.  As illustrated in the 

submitted plans, the equipment will be screened from the public view with carefully designed 

Envel paneling measuring twelve (12) feet in height to closely resemble the existing finish of the 

Property’s pre-cast skin.  Approximately 40% of the proposed roof plan is screened within the 

enclosure.  Pursuant to the requirements stated in the Zoning Ordinance, the subject rooftop 

equipment is solely requested for an incidental use to the main use of the building and the 

dunnage’s height is less than nineteen (19) feet as measured from the finished roof elevation.   

The Applicant’s waiver request is instrumental to the continued economic success of the 

City of Rockville as office space design increasingly shifts towards the needs of research and 

development uses.  Backfilling and readapting existing, underutilized office spaces is critical for 
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the growth of the local economy and this waiver is a central element of accomplishing the City’s 

economic goals.  The growth of desirable life sciences uses will help preserve and enhance the 

viability of King Farm’s employment area.  In connection with this waiver request we have 

included the following: 

1. Waiver Request Application and Corresponding Fee of $500;

2. Plans; and

3. Justification (as set forth in this letter).

For these reasons, we respectfully request a waiver pursuant to Section 25.09.06.c of the 

Zoning Ordinance.  We welcome further discussion on this matter and are happy to answer any 

questions you may have.  

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Very Truly Yours,  

LEARCH, EARLY & BREWER, CHTD. 

Patricia A. Harris 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. James Wasilak, AICP 
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PROPOSED LAB WASTE

TIE IN TO EXISTING

SANITARY LINE

SEE ROOF PLAN

FOR SCREEN WALL

DETAILS ON A.1 & A.2

Roof Screen for Lab-Ready Project

805 King Farm Blvd, Rockville
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Roof Screen Wall
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NEW STEEL COLUMNS STUBBED OFF
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