
WHEREAS, Rockville, Maryland, U.S.A. and Pinneberg, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany started a 

sister city relationship in 1957. This is among the earliest sister city agreements in President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower's People-to-People Program to promote world peace and friendship. 

WHEREAS, engaging in the sister city relationship has long been a touchstone of city culture 

and a benefit to its citizens. 

WHEREAS, in 1984, the citizens of Pinneberg founded the citizen-driven organization, Deutsch­

Amerikanische Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinneberg e.V. (DAGRP), under the leadership of Dr. 

Hartmut Nolte, who became its first president. 

WHEREAS, in 1986, Rockville founded the Rockville Sister City Corporation (RSCC) as a 

comparable citizen-driven organization to the DAGRP. The combination of these organizations 

was aligned to the People-to-People vision that started sister cities, reinvigorated our 

interaction, and continues to conduct our sister city programs. 

WHEREAS, in 2024, DAGRP celebrates its 40th year anniversary and the continued sister city 

relationship between Pinneberg and Rockville. Our cities have kept a long connection all these 

years, sustained through the DAG RP and RSCC organizations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the Rockville, on behalf of its citizens, do proclaim 

congratulations to our sister city friends in Pinneberg, Germany on the 40th anniversary of 

DAGRP and share in the spirit of celebration with this organization and the durable connection 

of our sister city relationship. 
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