WHEREAS, the City of Rockville, Maryland, and the Israeli American Council are recognizing the 76 years
of Israeli independence; and

WHEREAS, May 13 -14, 2024 marks the 76" anniversary of the founding of the modern State of Israel;
and

WHEREAS, three years after the end of World War Il and the death of six million Jews in the Holocaust,
the Declaration of Independence for Israel was made on May 14, 1948, fulfilling a spiritual yearning that
had remained for over two millennia; and

WHEREAS, the United States of America has played a critical role in the development of Israel and has
been steadfast in its commitment to helping the people of Israel develop their own economy and secure
their own peace; and

WHEREAS, Jewish and Israeli-Americans take an active role within the Rockville community to support
the people of Rockville, and this special day allows them to celebrate this connection in a way that
brings together two places that represent home, heritage, and community; and

WHEREAS, the people of Rockville have shared an affinity with the people of Israel and our partnership
is steadfast. The bond of friendship and cooperation which have existed between Israel and the United
States for many years has enriched the cultural diversity of our City’s tapestry and they are eternal; and

WHEREAS, Celebrate Israel is an event that brings the community together to commemorate (sraeli
Independence Day in Rockville; and

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of Rockville do proclaim May 13-14, 2024, as the 76th
Anniversary of the modern State of Israel in Rockville, Maryland and encourage all residents to
acknowledge and celebrate Israel.
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