WHEREAS, Eritrea is a country that lies on the west coast of the Red Sea in the Horn of Africa,
inhabited by a mosaic of nine ethnic communities; and

WHEREAS, the Eastern Africa State of Eritrea became independent on May 24, 1991, after a
protracted 30-year war with Ethiopia, and the mobilization of an impressive national
movement; and

WHEREAS, Eritrea is one of the first of Sub-Sahara Africa to accept Christianity in the
4™ Century and Islam in the 7% Century; and

WHEREAS, Eritrea’s Capital City, Asmara, is Africa’s Secret Modernist City, recognized by
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization) as the first World
Heritage Site in Eritrea; and

WHEREAS, the State of Maryland has been enriched by the professional and economic
contributions of Eritrean Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Rockville, Maryland, hereby proclaim
May 24", 2024, as ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE DAY in Rockville, and acknowledge the heroic
determination of Eritrean people to live in peace and independence as sovereign people.
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