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I. POLICY

Rockville City Police Explorers will not be involved in the day to day delivery of law 
enforcement services.  Explorers will be assigned primarily to law enforcement related 
community service functions, which do not require a sworn officer.

II. PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for the Rockville City Police Explorer Post, as an auxiliary program of 
the Police Department

III. GENERAL INFORMATION

The Rockville City Police Department sponsors a Law Enforcement Explorer Post according to 
the charter regulations of the Boy Scouts of America.  The full title as chartered is the Rockville 
City Police Explorer Post #39, which will henceforth be referred to as the Post or Post 39.  Post 
membership consists of young adults, ages 14 through 21 years of age.

IV. POST ORGANIZATION

The Police Department oversees Post 39 in the following manner:

A. Chief of Police Executive sponsor of the Post.

B. Civilian Committee Assists with administrative and technical issues.

C. Post Advisor Coordinates and oversees all aspects of the Post.

D. Assistant Post Advisor(s) Assists in the coordination of all Post activities.

E. Associate Advisor(s) Advise and assist in specific assignments or training of the
Post.

V. POST SUPERVISION

A. Activities to which five or more Explorers are assigned require a Post Advisor (in 
uniform) be present.  The Post Advisor or Assistant Post Advisor may waive the uniform
requirement if it is deemed to deter from the success of the activity.



B. Problems that arise at activities where no Advisor is present (four Explorers or less) will be
addressed by the patrol supervisor or designee.

1. Notification to the Post Advisor of the problem will be required.

2. The seriousness of the problem will dictate the expediency of that notification; i.e., 
calling the advisor at home or leaving a note in the advisor's mailbox at station.

C. Police Activities

A Post Advisor will be the liaison between the Police Officer in charge of the activity and 
the Explorer in charge of the detail.  In activities where circumstances do not allow this 
liaison, direction from any uniformed Police Officer will be appropriate.

D. Non-police Activities

For those activities not coordinated by the Police, no direction other than that of the 
Advisor is appropriate.  An exception to this rule would be in a life threatening or 
endangering situation in which direction from any uniformed Police Officer will be 
appropriate.

VI. POST TRAINING

A. Members of the Post will receive forty hours of introductory classroom training including 
practical exercises.  

B. Individual members are required to pass a written examination with a minimum score of 
70%.  A practical portion of the examination may be required in areas such as CPR.

C. Training topics include but are not limited to:

1. History of law enforcement

2. Basic traffic law

3. Basic criminal law

4. First aid

5. CPR

6. Radio procedures

7. Patrol requirements

8. Traffic direction

9. Flare patterns

10. Officer/Explorer safety
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11. Community policing concepts

VII. UNIFORMS/VEHICLES

A. The requirements of this section are to prevent confusion among the public and to alert 
members in the community not to expect assistance from Explorers, in situations in which 
a sworn officer is required.  These requirements are designed with the safety of the Post 
membership in mind and this Department's attempt to shield those fulfilling Explorer Post 
commitments from harm.

B. Members of Post 39 who have completed the introductory training and passed the test will 
wear the following uniform:

1. White or light blue uniform shirt.

2. Post 39 shoulder patch.

3. Silver collar insignia representing rank (if appropriate).

4. Post 39-breast shield.

5. Dark blue uniform trousers.

6. Black belt, silver buckle.

7. Black footwear.

C. This uniform clearly distinguishes an Explorer from any sworn police officer in this 
Department.  It also distinguishes the Explorer from any police officer in Montgomery 
County or the State of Maryland, which operates in this County.  

D. When traveling in a City vehicle of any kind and a uniformed police officer is not present, 
magnetic signs will be attached to the front doors that read "POLICE EXPLORER."  

E. When traveling in a marked vehicle and a uniformed police officer is not present, an "OUT
OF SERVICE" tie-on sheath that covers all external roof emergency equipment will also 
be used.

VIII. SCOPE OF DUTIES

A. Post members will not be placed in an enforcement type position in any assignment.

B. Post duties will be limited to:

1. Traffic direction.
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2. Parking assistance.

3. Rendering limited first aid if necessary.

4. Providing verbal map directions to citizens seeking assistance.

5. Advising of problems at their position.

6. Upon request, Explorers will also help the Community Services Officer with 
community meetings and neighborhood events. These duties, although different, do
not require any enforcement posture and are in concert with the community 
policing philosophy of this Department.

C. Post membership will not pass out any literature for any activity to which they are assigned
other than Police Department or Post recruiting efforts.

D. Unless specifically exempted by the Post Advisor or Assistant Post Advisor, all Post 
members assigned to an activity will be in full uniform.

IX. POST ASSIGNMENTS

A. Requests for Explorer assistance at activities must be made in writing no less than two and 
half weeks before the activity.  This period is needed to allow the Post time to attempt to 
staff the request.

1. The Post meets biweekly (therefore last minute requests may not have a chance to 
be addressed).

2. Requests for Explorer assistance at activities are subject to approval by the Post 
membership.  

3. Prior commitments and availability of Explorers will be important in the decision 
making process.

B. All requests will be reviewed by the Chief of Police or the Post Advisor who will then 
forward them to the Post Captain for assignment.

C. Every effort will be made to support Police Department activities despite the time frame.

X. EXCEPTION TO POST APPROVAL REQUIREMENT

The Chief of Police will prescribe events where Explorer Post 39 participation is mandatory.  
Examples of these activities are:

A. Hometown Holidays



General Order # 2 - 10 Page 5
Police Explorers

B. July Fourth Celebration


