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I. POLICY

It is the policy of the Rockville City Police Department to maintain open channels of communication 
with neighboring law enforcement agencies, other criminal justice agencies, and both public and 
private social service agencies.  Effective liaison and open channels of communication are essential 
steps toward cooperation, which is the backbone of law enforcement. The Chief of Police is 
responsible for ensuring that liaison with other law enforcement and governmental agencies is 
encouraged and practiced by members of this agency.

II. LIAISON WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

A. The Rockville City Police Department shall maintain liaison with other law enforcement 
agencies in several ways.  Illustrative examples:

1. By active involvement in association memberships.

2. By participation in meetings and seminars sponsored by criminal justice agencies.

3. By providing both formal and informal lines of communications to encourage 
feedback on the scope, propriety, and expertise of Departmental personnel and 
operations.

B. Through these liaisons, cooperative planning, research, and enforcement actions are realized 
in areas of mutual concern and interest.

III. RELATIONSHIPS WITH CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCIES

A. The Chief of Police or designee shall maintain a working relationship with the following 
criminal justice agencies:

1. Local Adult and Juvenile Courts

This is accomplished by periodic meetings with the Chief Judge for the jurisdictional 
district to which the Department belongs.

2. State's Attorney's Office

This is accomplished by pre-trial conferences and periodic meetings with 
representatives of the State's Attorney's office.
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3. Probation and Parole Agencies

This is accomplished by the Department's working relationship with the Maryland 
Department of Parole and Probation.

4. Adult and Juvenile Correctional Agencies

This is accomplished by the Department's personnel working with local correctional 
and juvenile court officers.  The Department notifies the appropriate agency of any 
violation that is brought to its attention.

B. It shall be the responsibility of all Departmental personnel to maintain harmonious working 
relations and communications with the City Attorney, State's Attorney, Public Defender, 
District Courts, Circuit Courts, respective clerk's offices, parole and probation officers, 
detention center, and other criminal justice agencies.  Members of the Rockville City Police 
Department will provide all possible information, assistance, and support to these agencies as 
permitted by law.

C. Any serious policy or procedural problems with the personnel of another agency will be 
called to the attention of the Chief of Police who will cause contact with the appropriate 
personnel of that agency in order to resolve the problem.

D. In every contested case, misdemeanor or felony, the officer(s) involved should meet with the 
assigned State's Attorney whenever possible to discuss the case prior to trial.

E. During any police investigation (or prior planning for, arrest, or pre-trial stages), any 
questions of law or criminal procedure will be addressed to the State's Attorney.  Questions on
police procedure will be addressed to the Chief of Police.

F. Criminal, or traffic cases referred to the State's Attorney which result either in a decision not 
to prosecute or which are dismissed due to Police Department mishandling will be carefully 
reviewed and appropriate corrective action taken.  The State's Attorney will call such cases to 
the attention of the Chief of Police.

G. All employees of the City of Rockville Police Department will assist and cooperate with all 
Federal, State and Local law enforcement agencies, and other governmental agencies, 
bureaus, divisions, or boards in every way possible allowed by law.

H. The Rockville City Police Department provides support and assistance as required at Fire and 
Rescue scenes.  Liaison between the Rockville City Police Department and the Montgomery 
County Department of Fire & Rescue Services is the responsibility of all personnel of the 
agency to ensure that proper support is provided and that all personnel maintain harmonious 
working relationships.
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I. The Chief of Police or designee attends and participates in all meetings of commissions and 
Boards, as required which address problems or concerns related to public safety, traffic safety and 
highway use.

J. Multi-jurisdictional task forces are organized for the purpose of investigating and/or controlling 
criminal activity.  The Rockville City Police Department will participate, provide information, 
personnel, and cooperate in any manner as approved by the Chief of Police.

IV. CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COMMISSION

The Chief of Police or designee shall represent the Mayor and the City Council of Rockville at the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Commission meetings.

V. REFERRALS

Officers of the Rockville City Police Department often encounter citizens, either adult or juvenile, who 
need specialized forms of help which the Department cannot give, i.e., marriage counseling, mental health 
counseling, welfare assistance, assistance in handling civil matters, etc.  When in the best judgement of an 
officer this situation arises, the citizen should be referred to the most qualified agency or division to deal 
with the problem.

VI. REFERRAL RESOURCE

The Rockville City Police Department informs all officers of the resources and services available through 
other agencies.  The Victim Advocate maintains a current list of available resources and provides officers 
updates as appropriate.




