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I. POLICY

It is the policy of the Department to provide the liaison assistance to the immediate supervisors of an
officer who dies in the line of duty and to provide tangible and emotional support during this 
traumatic period of readjustment for the surviving family. Parts of this General Order may be 
extended to include non-sworn members of the Department when deemed appropriate.

II. PURPOSE

The purpose of this General Order is to prepare the Department for the event of an officer's death in 
the line of duty and to direct the Department in providing proper support for the deceased officer's 
family.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. Line of Duty Death

The death of an officer by felonious or accidental means during the course of performing police 
functions while on or off duty.

B. Survivors

Immediate family members of the deceased to include spouse, children, parents, siblings, fiancé 

(e) and/or significant others.

C. Department Liaison

The employee who will act as a facilitator between the family and the law enforcement agency.

IV. DEPARTMENT LIAISON

The Chief of Police or his designee will serve as the department liaison officer and will act as a facilitator 
between the family and the law enforcement agency. The liaison will expedite the tasks of employing 
Departmental resources and the delegation of assignments.

V. PROCEDURES

All procedures to be followed by the various assigned Departmental representatives are detailed in the 
Casualty Assistance Plan manual.

VI. PROTOCOL
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A. To maintain appropriate and acceptable image, officers attending the funeral of a deceased 
Rockville City Police Officer will dress in Class A uniform with only the badge, name plate, rank 
insignia, and official Departmental awards on the outer garment. 

B. Black tape/ribbon over the badge to be worn immediately upon the death of an officer and for the 
next 30-days. 

C. Black tape on cruiser door insignia and on cruiser tag - tape to be placed from top left to lower 
right and will be removed immediately after the burial of the officer. 

D. Flags - to be flown at half-mast upon the death of an officer and for the next 30 days.




