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I. POLICY

It is the policy of the Rockville City Police Department that property from vehicles, which are 
impounded, and the property of persons taken into custody by this agency be inventoried. Any 
property taken into possession by this Department will be packaged, handled, and stored in a secured
designated area in accordance with the guidelines described in this General Order and in General 
Order # 4-17.

I. PURPOSE

A. This General Order establishes a procedure for the proper handling of all items, which 
come into the custody of the Rockville City Police Department as a result of inventorying 
property from vehicles or persons.

B. Inventory procedures have been considered as routine administrative procedures by most 
police departments for some time.  Contraband or items of evidentiary value, which have 
been discovered through a properly conducted and documented inventory policy, are 
admissible in court in criminal proceedings.

II. PROCEDURE

A. Inventory Of Vehicles

SOUTH DAKOTA vs OPPERMAN (428 US 364, 49 L Ed 2d 1000, 96 S Ct 3092)

"On certiorari, the United States Supreme Court reversed and remanded the judgement of the 
South Dakota Supreme Court.  In an opinion by BURGER, Ch. J., expressing the view of 
five members of the court, it was held that the police inventory search, following standard 
police procedures, was not unreasonable under the Fourth Amendment, since the standard 
procedure for inventorying the contents of the car was not a pretext concealing an 
investigatory police motive, and the inventory was not unreasonable in scope." 

1. All vehicles taken into police custody will be inventoried.

a. A vehicle is considered to be in police custody when impounded or when 
the Department is otherwise responsible for the vehicle and its contents. (i.e. 
towed to the Sally Port) 

b. An inventory should not be conducted unless the Department assumes 
responsibility for the vehicle and its contents.  For example, an automobile 
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involved in an accident does not need to be inventoried solely because it may 
be towed away.  In such circumstances the towing company assumes liability 
for the vehicle and its contents.  

2. The vehicle taken into custody will be inventoried as soon as possible.

a. The vehicle does not have to be inventoried at the point of seizure but may 
be taken to a more convenient or secure location.  

b. The inventory will be conducted by two officers whenever possible.

3. All inventories of vehicles will be recorded on a Vehicle Tow Report (RCPD Form
#36).

4. Unless property is seized for its evidentiary value, or is of obvious high dollar 
value in need of added protection, property should not be removed from the vehicle.  

5. At the conclusion of the inventory, the vehicle should be secured.

6. Any property removed for safekeeping purposes shall be handled in accordance 
with General Order #4-17. 

7. Items seized, as evidence as a result of the inventory process must be recorded as 
such on a property control card (RCPD Form # 75) as outline in General Order #4-17.

B. Inventory Of Personal Property

ILLINOIS vs LAFAYETTE (462 US 640, 77 L Ed 2d 65, 103 S Ct 2605

"On certiorari, the United States Supreme Court reversed and remanded.  In an opinion by 
BURGER, Ch. J., in which WHITE, BLACKMUN, POWELL, REHNQUIST, STEVENS, and 
O'CONNER, JJ., joined, it was held that (1) it is consistent with the Fourth Amendment and not 
unreasonable for police as part of the routine administrative procedure incident to incarcerating an 
arrested person, to search without a warrant any container or article in his possession at the police 
station house in accordance with established inventory procedures, and (2) for purposes of the 
Fourth Amendment prohibition against unreasonable searches and seizures, the reasonableness of 
any particular governmental activity does not necessarily or invariably turn on the existence of 
"less intrusive" means."

1. The personal property of all persons taken into custody by a Rockville City Police Officer 
will be inventoried.  

2. Items to be inventoried shall include:

a. Property on the person of the individual in custody.
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b. Items of personal property in their custody (including the contents of containers).

c. Examples of such items of personal property include, but are not limited to:

(1) Purses.

(2) Handbags.

(3) Wallets.

(4) Items of luggage.

d. A copy of the property control card (RCPD form # 75) must be given to the 
prisoner or his/her designee

3. If a person is in possession of property when they are taken into custody and transported to
RCPD, then a property control card (RCPD form # 75) must be completed.

4. If taken to CPU, utilize MCP form # 513.  All property not accepted at CPU must be 
logged into RCPD using form # 75.

5. Items that will be held while the person remains at the Rockville City Police Department 
should be secured in the lock box located in the sally port area.

6. Items, which will be held as evidence or contraband, will be placed in the Temporary 
Property Storage Room in accordance with General Order # 4-17.

III. CHAIN OF CUSTODY

An exact "Chain of Custody" will be established for all property taken into possession by an officer.  This 
chain starts with the officer who originally inventories the property.  From this point until the release of 
the property to its owner, every person who turns property over to another is responsible for signing the 
"Released By" block on RCPD form # 75.  The person to whom the property is turned over to is then 
responsible for signing the "Accepted By" block on RCPD Form # 75.   Only by establishing and 
maintaining a valid chain of custody can the integrity of property be upheld.




