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I. POLICY 

 

It is the policy of the Rockville City Police Department that all personnel will operate emergency 

vehicles with due regard for the safety of themselves and the public.  Whether the situation is routine or 

an emergency, the operator's primary concern is the safe operation of the vehicle and the preservation of 

life.  The department shall weigh the importance of apprehending suspects who unlawfully flee from law 

enforcement against the risks associated with emergency driving and vehicle pursuits. 

 

II. PURPOSE 

 

To establish procedures for the safe operation of police vehicles under routine and priority responses.  

 

III. DEFINITIONS 

 

A.   Boxing-in – A tactic designed to stop a suspect vehicle by surrounding it with law enforcement 

vehicles and then slowing all vehicles to a stop. 

 

B.   Routine Response (Code 1) – Response in obedience to all traffic laws. 

 

C.   Priority Response (Code 3) – Response to a call for service using emergency lights and siren 

while driving with due regard for public safety. 

 

D.   Emergency Vehicle – A vehicle equipped with audible and visual emergency equipment as 

defined in Sections 11-118 and 21-106 of the Maryland Transportation Article (Maryland 

Vehicle Law). 

 

E. Fresh Pursuit – A pursuit that is continuous and without unreasonable delay.  Fresh pursuit 

need not be instant pursuit.   

 

F. Primary Pursuit Unit – The emergency vehicle that initiated the pursuit or the emergency 

vehicle closest to the suspect; this could change during the pursuit. 

 

G. Pursuit Intervention Technique (PIT) – A low-speed maneuver designed to cause the suspect 

vehicle to spin out, stall and come to a stop. 

 

H.   Ramming – The deliberate act of contacting a suspect’s vehicle with a law enforcement vehicle 

to functionally damage or otherwise force the suspect vehicle to stop. 
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I. Roadblocks – A tactic designed to stop a suspect vehicle by intentionally placing a law 

enforcement vehicle or other immovable object in the path of the suspect vehicle. 

 

J. Secondary Pursuit Unit – Any emergency vehicle authorized to be involved in a vehicle pursuit 

that is not the primary unit.  Responsible for calling the pursuit and all radio communications. 

 

K. Serious Violent Felony – A felony that involves the infliction or threatened infliction of serious 

physical injury or death.  Examples include, but are not limited to, Murder, First Degree Assault, 

Robbery, Kidnapping/Abduction, Carjacking, Armed Robbery, Rape or Felonious Sexual 

Assault, etc. 

 

L. Terminate – To discontinue the pursuit or stop chasing fleeing vehicles. 

 

M. Tire Deflation Device – A device designed to puncture the tires of a pursued vehicle. 

 

N. Trail – Following the path or paralleling a pursuit at a safe speed while obeying all traffic laws 

and without utilizing emergency equipment.  Trailing vehicles maintain sufficient distance from 

the pursuit to clearly indicate an absence of participation in the pursuit. 

 

O.   Vehicle Pursuit – An event involving one or more law enforcement officers attempting to 

apprehend a suspect, who is attempting to avoid arrest while operating a vehicle by using high-

speed driving or other evasive tactics while failing to yield to an officer’s emergency signal to 

stop. 

 

IV. POLICE VEHICLES AND INSPECTIONS 

 

A.   Vehicles used for patrol are conspicuously marked and are readily identified as law enforcement 

vehicles. 

 

B.   Rockville City marked police vehicles include: 

 

1.   Exterior overhead mounted and/or interior mounted red and/or blue emergency lights or 

interior mounted front and rear deck lights. 

 

2.   The Rockville City Seal on the doors. 

 

3.   The 9-1-1 emergency telephone number. 

 

4.   The vehicle number on the sides of the vehicle. 

 

5.        The words "Rockville City Police" clearly marked on various parts of the vehicle with     

     striping down both sides. 
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6.   A siren mounted inside of the front grill and mobile radio mounted in the console.  

 

C. Each vehicle, marked and unmarked, is equipped with the following minimum safety equipment: 

 

1. Fire extinguisher. 

 

2. First Aid Kit 

 

3. Fire Blanket. 

 

4. Minimum of 12 flares. 

 

D. The department does not have vehicles designated solely as transport vehicles.  Every patrol 

vehicle can be used to transport a prisoner.  Some patrol vehicles are equipped with transport 

modules. These vehicles will be used for the transportation of prisoners when needed for 

additional safety and security of officers and prisoners. 

 

E. The motorcycle manual outlines the equipment to be carried and the appropriate markings for the 

Departments motorcycle(s). 

 

F. Safety Equipment 

 

All employees of the department will use seat belts when operating or riding in motor vehicles 

owned by the City of Rockville.  Police safety tactics should be considered and prevail when 

officers need to make a quick exit from a vehicle (after-hour checks of shopping center business 

doors, approved tactical take-down assignments, etc.).  Officers will ensure that all passengers in 

the vehicle have buckled their seat belts prior to the vehicle being moved. 

 

G. Inspections 

 

At least one formal documented inspection will be performed each month on PPV’s by officers. 

All non-PPV/Pool vehicles will be inspected prior to each use, using the Department approved 

Vehicle Inspection Form (RCPD Form #89).  Supervisors at all levels of command are held 

responsible for the periodic inspection of department vehicles to ensure compliance will all 

provisions on vehicles and equipment.  Supervisors will conduct both scheduled and unscheduled 

inspections of all vehicles and equipment to personnel under their charge and document those 

inspections on the approved Vehicle Inspection Form (RCPD Form #89A).    

 

1. Visual walk-around check 

 

a. The vehicle being inspected should undergo a visual walk-around check for 

cleanliness and for any new or old body damage.  This inspection should include 

looking under the vehicle for any oil or fluid spots that may have been deposited 

while the vehicle was parked. 
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b. All emergency equipment mounted on the outside of the vehicle should be checked 

for worn or cracked lenses and mounting brackets.  Exterior equipment should be 

inspected for secure mount including antennas. 

 

c. Paint and decals should be inspected for wear and tear. 

 

d. Tires and wheel rims should be inspected for wear and damage. 

 

e. Any new defect, damage, or loss of equipment discovered will be documented and 

reported to a supervisor. 

 

2. Equipment Check 

 

a. The trunk or hatch shall be opened, and all stored equipment inspected.  Check the 

spare tire for proper inflation and to insure it is securely mounted (if the vehicle 

has a spare tire).  Check for jack and lug wrench.  Check the mobile radio 

mounting brackets, fuse box and cables for loose connections. 

 

b. Check the vehicle for appropriately assigned equipment (flares, fire extinguisher) 

or any special items that may be assigned (i.e., teddy bear, etc.). 

 

c. Check the gas cap, make sure that it is secure if equipped. 

 

d. Open hood, check all engine fluid levels in accordance with the information in the 

driver's handbook which is stored in the glove compartment of all vehicles. 

 

3. Cleanliness Check 

 

a. Check the entire vehicle for any damage and for cleanliness.  Check all door 

handles, locks and windows for proper operation. 

 

4. Recovery of Property, Contraband or Weapons 

 

a. Officer will thoroughly search their vehicles, pool and PPV, at the beginning and 

end of their shifts and prior to and after transporting prisoners. 

 

b. All contraband, weapons or property recovered in a department vehicle will be 

processed in accordance with department procedures. 

 

c. An incident report or supplemental report will be completed detailing the location 

and type of property recovered – the shift supervisor will make all notification 

related to the recovered items up the chain of command. 

 

 

 



 

 

General Order # 4-6 Page 5 

Operation of Police Vehicles 

 

 
 

5. Electrical/Light Check 

 

a. With the automatic transmission in park and the parking brake set, start the engine 

and while it is warming up, check the gauges.  Activate all emergency lights. 

 

b. Check roof light bar, interior mounted lights, grill lights, four-way flashers, high 

and low beam, turn signals, spotlight, rear lights, siren and horn. 

 

c. Check interior dome, dash, and console lights, and shotgun/rifle switch for 

operation if equipped.   

 

d. Test drive to check brakes, steering and transmission shifting, or any unusual 

noises. 

 

6. When filling out the RCPD form 89A (Supervisor’s Monthly Vehicle Inspection Report) 

appropriately record all information on the vehicle inspection form Upon completion the 

form will be turned into the supervisor for review and submission to the Field Services 

Bureau Commander. It is the supervisor’s responsibility to ensure any deficiencies are 

addressed.  

 

7. It is the responsibility of the on-duty shift supervisor to ensure that if a vehicle is placed 

out of service that it is taken to the Public Works maintenance yard and the appropriate 

paperwork is completed.  Notification will also be made to the department’s designated 

fleet manager. 

 

V. GENERAL OPERATING PROCEDURES 

 

A. Employees must have and maintain valid driver's license and operate department vehicles in a 

legal, safe, and courteous manner. 

 

B. Officers on patrol, responding routinely to an assigned call or otherwise operating in a non-

emergency or off duty status, will obey all parking and traffic laws. 

 

C. Officers are prohibited from playing any music or broadcast with uncensored content in a 

department vehicle directly from any audio device, while any person (except family members) is 

being transported in the vehicle, so as not to expose them to offensive language or content.  

Drivers will also be discreet in the use of any audio device at any time when members of the 

public are in close proximity of the police vehicle. 

 

D. Unless given command approval, the use of overhead “cruise mode” lighting is not permitted 

while driving a department vehicle on roadways, unless under the following circumstances: 

 

1. Within shopping centers or retail parking lots for high visibility purposes. 

2. Crime prevention initiatives within designated neighborhoods.  
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  The use of “cruiser mode” lighting while parked is at the discretion of the officer based on the 

circumstances.  “Cruise mode” lighting is not considered emergency lighting for the purposes 

of an emergency response or pursuit. 

 

E. Employees operating a police vehicle will not permit persons other than authorized Department 

personnel to ride in the vehicle except in the performance of police duties or in conjunction with 

authorized Department programs such as the Ride-Along program and the PPV Program.  Drivers 

are responsible for the behavior of any passengers. 

 

F. Employees are prohibited from using alcohol or having any measure alcohol concentration while 

operating any department vehicle (on or off duty) unless it is authorized for a specific law 

enforcement purpose by the Chief of Police or his/her designee. 

 

G. Officers on any type of restricted duty status shall not operate a police vehicle without the 

permission of the Chief of Police or his/her designee. 

 

H. Officers working in an administrative capacity may operate a police vehicle with approval form 

the Chief of Police or his/her designee. 

 

I. Civilian employees are strictly prohibited from operating marked or unmarked police vehicles. 

 

VI. EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

 

A. When operating an emergency vehicle in a priority response or vehicle pursuit, the primary 

concern of the operator of the vehicle will be the safety of other motorists, pedestrians, and fellow 

officers.  Vehicle pursuits or priority responses shall only be conducted using authorized police 

department emergency vehicles that are equipped with, and operating, emergency lighting and 

sirens, as required by law (MD Code TR § 21-106).  Officers shall always drive with due regard 

for the safety of persons and property – officers are cautioned not to accelerate to speeds beyond 

their driving capabilities or those of their vehicles.  When responding priority to emergency calls 

or in pursuit of a suspect officers may:  

 

1. Proceed past a red stop signal or stop sign but only after slowing down as necessary for 

safety to clear an intersection.  Prior to proceeding through an intersection, or against the 

direction of a traffic signal or traffic control device, officers will slow and ensure that they 

are in a clear position to see that no vehicles or pedestrians will be encountered.  

 

2. Exceed any maximum speed limit, but only so long as the driver does not endanger life or 

property. 

 

3. Disregard any traffic control device or regulation governing direction of movement or 

turning in specified directions. 
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B. Maryland law does not relieve the operator of an emergency vehicle from driving with due regard 

for the safety of all persons.  Operators of emergency vehicles may be held liable for negligence. 

 

C. Supervisors will be held responsible for the urgency of response codes and thus have the authority 

to modify an officer’s response code on their own initiative or at the request of an officer.  This 

permits the flexibility necessary to meet a variety of circumstances and places authority and 

responsibility over police personnel and operations on first line supervisors. 

 

D. Units responding to an incident as a backup unit will not exceed the response code designated for 

the primary unit, unless authorized by a supervisor.  If the primary unit reduces their response 

code, the backup unit must also reduce its response code to routine.   

 

VII. PURSUIT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE 

 

A. Decision to Pursue: 

 

1. Officers may only engage in vehicle pursuits if probable cause exists to believe the fleeing 

suspect is committing, has committed, or attempted to commit one of the following: 

 

a. A serious violent felony that involves the infliction or threatened infliction of 

serious physical injury or death. 

 

b. Hit-and-run collision that results in serious injury or death. 

 

2. The decision to initiate a pursuit must be based on the pursuing officer’s conclusion that 

the immediate danger created by the pursuit is less than the immediate or potential danger 

to the public if the suspect remains at large. 

 

3. Good judgment in weighing these risks is essential. The seriousness of the offense 

involved does not lessen the officer’s liability and duty to fellow officers or the public.  

Officers must drive with due regard for public safety and continually assess the need to 

continue the pursuit.  

 

4. The decision to initiate or continue a pursuit can only be justified by the facts or 

information known at the time. Facts unknown to those involved, no matter how 

compelling, cannot be considered later in determining whether the pursuit was justified 

under this policy. 

 

5. The decision to initiate a vehicle pursuit shall be at the discretion of the individual officer 

in accordance with the stated requirements in this policy, and in consideration of the 

following factors: 
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• Type and speed of vehicle being pursued 

• Performance capabilities of the pursuit vehicle 

• Traffic conditions 

• Amount of pedestrian traffic in the area 

• Weather conditions and road surface conditions  

• Characteristics of the roadway and the officer’s familiarity with the roadway 

• Pursuit location, such as a busy business district or a heavily populated 

residential neighborhood 

• Time of day or night 

• Nature of the offense 

• Known circumstances that could lead to a situation in which the pursuing officer 

might lose control of the police vehicle 

• Whether the identity of the offender is known 

 

B. Motorist Failing to Stop – Intoxication or Medical Conditions 

 

1. Occasionally, motorists do not react normally to police presence due to physical or mental 

impairments, including but not limited to, driving while intoxicated or under the influence 

of alcohol or drugs and certain medical conditions.  Such persons may not stop upon 

observing a police signal.  Following a motorist in such situations is not a vehicle pursuit 

but requires notification and approval from the officer’s supervisor. 

 

2. After supervisory approval, the officer may only follow the motorist if the motorist obeys 

all traffic laws (excluding failing to stop).  Once the motorist attempts to elude the officer 

by violating traffic laws, the officer shall cease any further attempts to stop the motorist, 

unless the criteria for an authorized vehicle pursuit exists. 

 

3. Closing in and stopping a motorist that is not attempting to flee and stops on police signal 

is not a vehicle pursuit. 

 

C. Pursuit Driving Procedures 

 

1. Safety is the primary consideration when engaged in the pursuit of another vehicle.  

Officers will not, under any circumstances, pursue in such a manner as to render their 

vehicle uncontrollable.  Officers will consider their driving skills and their vehicle’s 

performance capabilities, as well as, pursuing at a distance that allows them to react to the 

fleeing vehicles maneuvers and other roadway hazards. 

 

2. Immediately upon becoming engaged in a pursuit, the primary pursuit unit shall start and 

maintain steady communication with the radio dispatcher until relieved of that 

responsibility by the secondary pursuit unit.  The officer will inform the dispatcher of the 

identity of the unit, location, direction of travel, license number and description of the 

vehicle being pursued, and the charges justifying the pursuit.  When necessary, officers 
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involved in the pursuit will communicate with each other via radio to ensure safe pursuit 

tactics are followed.   

 

3. All emergency equipment (lights and siren) will be used throughout the pursuit. 

 

4. Unless expressly authorized by the supervisor in charge of the pursuit, the pursuit will be 

limited to the primary pursuit vehicle and one backup unit, in addition to the supervisor. 

Caravanning of police vehicles is prohibited.   

 

5. Once an officer announces a pursuit, units in the area should trail the pursuit and position 

themselves at locations thought to be helpful in the apprehension – trailing officers shall 

notify dispatch of their locations.  Police supervisors shall ensure there are sufficient 

vehicles assisting with the pursuit while simultaneously maintaining adequate coverage of 

the city.   

 

6. Units, which have persons other than law enforcement officers in the vehicle, will not 

become engaged in pursuit situations. 

 

7. Operators of unconventional vehicles (vans, unmarked police vehicles without emergency 

equipment, etc.) will not become involved in pursuits.  Unmarked police vehicles and 

marked motorcycles may initiate a pursuit but will immediately relinquish the primary 

position when a marked unit becomes available. Officers operating unmarked vehicles and 

marked motorcycles may add further assistance or trail the pursuit but will not remain 

actively engaged in the pursuit. 

 

8. Officers are prohibited from driving their vehicles the wrong way on interstate, divided 

highways, or on a one-way street while engaged in a pursuit.   

 

9. Officers involved in a pursuit will not attempt to pass other pursuing vehicles unless 

authorized by a supervisor or requested to do so by a pursuing officer with a clear 

understanding of the maneuver process between the involved officers.   

 

10. The pursuing units shall not attempt to pass or pull alongside of the suspect vehicle during 

the pursuit.  

 

D. Primary Pursuit Unit Responsibilities 

 

The initial pursuing officer will be designated as the primary pursuit vehicle and will be responsible 

for the conduct of the pursuit unless he/she is unable to remain reasonably close to the suspect’s 

vehicle. The primary responsibility of the officer initiating the pursuit is the apprehension of the 

suspect without unreasonable danger to him/herself or others. 
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The primary pursuing officer should notify the dispatcher, commencing with a request for priority 

radio traffic, that a vehicle pursuit has been initiated, and as soon as practicable provide 

information including, but not limited to: 

   1.  The location, direction of travel and estimated speed of the suspect’s vehicle. 

2. The description of the suspect’s vehicle including the license plate number, if known. 

3. The reason for the pursuit. 

4. The use of firearms, threat of force, violence, injuries, hostages or other unusual    

hazards. 

5. The number of occupants and identity or description. 

6. The weather, road and traffic conditions. 

7. The need for any additional resources or equipment. 

8. The identity of other law enforcement agencies involved in the pursuit. 

 

Unless relieved by a supervisor or a secondary pursuing officer, the officer in the primary pursuit 

vehicle shall be responsible for broadcasting the progress of the pursuit.  Unless circumstances 

reasonably indicate otherwise, the primary pursuing officer should relinquish the responsibility of 

broadcasting the progress of the pursuit to an officer in a secondary pursuit vehicle or to air support 

joining the pursuit to minimize distractions and allow the primary pursuing officer to concentrate 

foremost on safe pursuit tactics. 

 

E. Secondary Pursuit Unit Responsibilities 

 

1. The responsibilities of the secondary pursuit unit include, but are not limited to: 

 

a. Notifying the dispatcher of their identity. 

 

b. Assuming radio communications for the primary pursuit unit to allow the primary 

unit to concentrate on driving. 

 

c. Maintaining a safe following distance from the primary unit but remaining close 

enough to render assistance or assume the pursuit if the primary unit vehicle 

becomes disabled. 

 

F. Dispatch Responsibilities 

 

1. Dispatchers will ensure that the channel remains open for the pursuing officer by limiting 

radio traffic to only those officers involved in the pursuit. 
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2. At the request of the shift supervisor, communication personnel will request helicopter 

assistance, if available, to maintain visual contact with suspect(s) and provide other 

assistance if requested. 

 

G. Supervisor's Responsibilities 

 

1. Exercise immediate control over pursuits and continuously assess the progress of the 

pursuit ensuring adherence to state law and this General Order.  Supervisors will order the 

termination of any pursuit that is not in compliance with this General Order or state law. 

 

2. Monitor the need for additional resources (i.e., helicopter, K9).  Supervisors will ensure 

sufficient vehicles are involved in the pursuit so as to afford safety to the pursuit while not 

stripping the city of available police service or allowing an unnecessary high number of 

pursuit vehicles. 

 

3. Ensure the notification and/or coordination of outside agencies if the pursuit either 

leaves or is likely to leave the jurisdiction of this department. 

 

4. Review all police pursuit reports initiated by officers under their command for accuracy 

and indicate whether the circumstances of the pursuit were within agency policy by the 

end of the shift.   

 

5. Ensure all notifications are made in accordance with General Order #2-16, Chief of Police 

Notification.   

 

H. Terminating the pursuit 

 

1. Pursuits will be terminated when the officer or the supervisor believes that the danger to 

officers and the public outweighs the advisability of continuing the pursuit.  Additionally, 

upon initiation of a vehicular pursuit, it shall be the responsibility of the pursuing officer 

and the supervisor to determine the circumstances of the pursuit as soon as possible, and to 

direct its termination, when the dangers outweigh the advisability of continuing. 

 

2. The pursuit will be terminated if an equipment failure occurs involving the police vehicle, 

such as: 

 

a. Emergency Equipment failure 

b. Radio failure 

c. Brake failure 

d. Damage to a police vehicle that creates a driving hazard 

e. Other essential mechanical equipment failure 
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3. Pursuits will be terminated regardless of the seriousness of the crime when weather, 

traffic, road conditions, time of day (rush hour), or locale make further pursuit 

unreasonably hazardous to the safety of the public or the officer(s) involved, or when the 

distance from the pursued vehicle is too great to justify continuing the pursuit.  Pursuits 

will also be terminated when the identity of the operator of the pursued vehicle is known 

unless exigent circumstances exist. 

 

4. When the supervisor terminates the pursuit, all pursuing officers shall do so immediately 

and verbally acknowledge the termination via radio transmission. 

 

VIII. FORCIBLE STOPPING 

 

A. Ramming 

 

Rockville City Police vehicles are prohibited from this practice unless this act falls under the 

approved guidelines of G.O. # 4-1 (Response to Resistance and Aggression). 

 

B. Roadblocks 

 

The use of police vehicles to barricade a roadway for the purpose of stopping the subject of a 

pursuit is prohibited, whether it is stationary or a running roadblock. 

 

C. Boxing 

 

The use of police vehicles to box a suspect vehicle for the purpose of stopping the subject of a 

pursuit is prohibited. 

 

D. Tire Deflation Devices 

 

The use of spikes / stop sticks by officers of this department for the purpose of stopping the 

subject of a pursuit is prohibited. 

 

E. Pursuit Intervention Technique 

 

A low-speed maneuver designed to cause the suspect vehicle to spin out, stall, and come to a stop 

is prohibited. 

 

F. Any guidelines regarding roadblocks/boxing contained in this General Order are not intended to 

prohibit the commonly used procedures of takedowns by trained Special Assignment Teams or 

other trained covert units who use this technique in non-pursuit situations to box in and apprehend 

criminal suspects. 
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IX. INTERJURISDICTIONAL PURSUIT 

 

A. Police officers may continue vehicular pursuit into a foreign jurisdiction within the state of 

Maryland as long as the conditions or circumstances that authorized the pursuit in the City of 

Rockville continue to exist.  MCPD Communications will notify the Maryland State Police and 

the local law enforcement agencies in the foreign jurisdictions where the pursuit is continuing. 

 

B. When a vehicular pursuit from a foreign jurisdiction enters the City of Rockville, it is imperative 

that police supervisors obtain all pertinent information as soon as possible to determine what 

actions, if any, are to be taken by this department.  Officers must abide by all policies contained in 

this directive when engaging in a pursuit started by another agency.  In order to assist another law 

enforcement agency pursuing a vehicle into the City of Rockville, that agency’s pursuit 

circumstances must match the criteria established for the Rockville City Police Department that 

are detailed in section VII(A)1 [Pursuit of Motor Vehicle] of this policy.  If the criteria do not 

match, Rockville City Police Officers will not engage in the pursuit in any way. 

 

C. In the event that a fleeing motorist wanted by this department is apprehended by another law 

enforcement agency, or if the fleeing motorist is captured by a law enforcement agency pursuing 

into the City of Rockville, members of this department may continue to the scene to take custody 

of the suspect.   

 

1. Maryland Statutes, Criminal Procedure, Title 2 - Law Enforcement Procedures; Arrest 

Process, Subtitle 3 - Fresh Pursuit, Part II - Uniform Act on Fresh Pursuit, Section 2-305 - 

Authority of Officers of Other States to Arrest in This State 

 

a. Provides law enforcement units of another state who enter Maryland in fresh 

pursuit of a person to arrest the person on the ground that the person is believed to 

have committed a felony in the other state.  The law enforcement unit of another 

state has the same authority to arrest and hold the person in custody as a member 

of a duly organized State, county, or municipal law enforcement unit of Maryland 

and can hold a person in custody on the grounds that the person is believed to have 

committed a felony in Maryland.   

 

X. OUT-OF-STATE FRESH PURSUIT (BORDER STATES) 

 

A. Due to the City of Rockville’s close proximity to other state jurisdictions, it is possible in 

extraordinary circumstances that pursuits initiated by Rockville City police officers could quickly 

approach Maryland borders.  All states which border Maryland have enacted laws that allow out-

of-state law enforcement officers to continue pursuits into their jurisdictions within specific 

guidelines.  Each of these laws specifies, among other requirements, that the pursuit must be 

"fresh pursuit" and the pursuit must be for felony acts.  

 

B. Rockville City police officers have the same powers of arrest in Border State in these instances as 

law enforcement officers empowered in that jurisdiction.  Once an arrest is affected, however,       
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extradition laws apply.  Transportation and detention of arrestees must be done by officials of the 

Border State.  Persons taken into custody by Rockville City police officers in another State must 

go before a judicial officer of the jurisdiction in which the arrest was made.  If that jurisdiction 

determines that a lawful arrest was made, then the jurisdiction will detain the arrestee pending 

issuance of an extradition warrant by Maryland officials. 

 

C. Police pursuits out of Maryland into Border States must be approved by a supervisor and will be 

allowed in the most extreme circumstances when other options are not possible.  Immediate 

complications begin to develop as officers pursue into unknown territory and radio 

communications are compromised or lost.  If such a pursuit is authorized across the Maryland 

state line, Communications will notify the Border State and the local law enforcement agencies in 

the Border State into which the pursuit is continuing.  Rockville City police officers will 

relinquish their primary pursuing position when officers of the entered jurisdiction have engaged 

in pursuit of the suspect vehicle. 

 

D. Border State laws allowing out-of-state pursuit into their jurisdiction – the following are specific 

laws enacted by Border States that allow fresh pursuit for felonies by out-of-state law enforcement 

officers. 

 

1. West Virginia – West Virginia Code, Chapter 62. Criminal Procedure, Article 11. Fresh 

Pursuit 

  2. Virginia – The Code of Virginia 19.2-79 

  3. Delaware – Delaware Crimes and Criminal Procedure, Title 11, Chapter 19, Subchapter II 

  4. Pennsylvania – Pennsylvania Commonwealth Law, Title 42 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 8922 

  5. District of Columbia – District of Columbia Official Code Div. IV, Title 23, Chapter 9, 

   23-903 

 

XI. REPORTING PURSUITS 

 

A. For each vehicle pursuit, officers are required to complete a police report and a Pursuit Report 

(Form # 31) prior to the end of their shift.  The officer's immediate supervisor at the time of the 

pursuit will complete the supervisor's review by the end of the shift.  The Watch Commander on-

duty/on-call at the time of the pursuit will be notified of the pursuit as soon as practical. The 

Watch Commander will complete their review and forward the Pursuit Report up the chain of 

command to the Field Services Bureau Commander, Deputy Chief of Police, and Chief of Police. 

 

B. The officer's pursuit report is strictly an internal management document.  As such, copies of these 

reports shall not be attached to any incident or event report and shall not be released outside of the 

department without the specific permission of the Chief of Police. 

 


