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I.  POLICY 

 

The Rockville City Police Department will work with the City of Rockville Public Works 

Department's Traffic Engineering Division to discover and attempt to resolve accident and 

congestion hazards.  Close coordination and cooperation between the Rockville City Police 

Department and the City of Rockville Traffic Engineering Division is essential for the improvement 

of public safety. 

 

II.  PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this General Order is to establish the general philosophy of the Department's 

activities in support of traffic engineering. 

 

III. RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Responsibility for traffic engineering in the City of Rockville rests with the City's Traffic 

Engineering Division, the State Highway Administration, and the Montgomery County Department 

of Transportation. The Police Department will assist these agencies, as appropriate, in the following 

manner: 

 

A.  Conducting special traffic surveys and collecting and compiling selected traffic data such as 

enforcement activities. 

 

B.  Analyzing collision and enforcement data. 

 

C.  Preparing special reports and making recommendations concerning the efficient use of traffic 

control devices, new and revised laws, and engineering improvements. 

 

D.  Participating in local/regional transportation system management. 

 

E.  Reporting missing or damaged traffic devices.  Also reporting streetlights that are not 

functional or requesting additional street lighting in specific areas for security reasons. 

 

IV. HANDLING AND/OR REFERRAL OF ENGINEERING COMPLAINTS OR SUGGESTIONS 

 

A.  It is the responsibility of each officer to report any traffic engineering-related problems or 

any information that would improve conditions and safety for the public to the City Traffic 
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Engineering Division.  The result of this contribution is improvement in traffic engineering 

that generates a reduction in traffic collisions and traffic law violations. 

1.  Any engineering problem noted will be reported to the City Traffic Engineer or other 

appropriate agency. 

 

2.  The Department will furnish information to help in developing programs, surveys, 

and studies to improve traffic-related conditions for the City of Rockville when 

requested. 

 

3.  Explanations offered by motorists involved in collisions can be used; persons who 

violate traffic laws may offer reasons based on conditions beyond their control.  

Officers should be alert to such reports to learn why violations are occurring.  

Examples of such reasons are: 

 

a.  Inadequate, lack of, or improperly placed regulatory warning or informational 

signs to alert drivers of a precautionary procedure, hazard, turnoff, or route 

change. 

 

b.  Malfunctioning or improperly timed traffic signals. 

 

c.  Improper channelization and ineffective road signs and markings. 

 

d.  Poorly banked or maintained portions of roadways or streets. 

 

e.  Natural or artificial obstructions, that contributes to collisions or violations. 

 

4.  The Traffic Engineering Division will conduct studies at high collision locations to 

provide a factual base for engineering decisions. 

 

B.  If the reported deficiency is hazardous, the investigating officer will immediately notify the 

RCPD Dispatcher whom, in turn, will make the proper emergency notification. 

 

C.  The Chief of Police, or the Chief's designee, shall serve as the Department's representative in 

local/regional transportation system management. 

 

V. COLLISION AND ENFORCEMENT DATA 

 

A. The Rockville City Police Department uses the Maryland Automated Collision Reporting System 

otherwise known as the ACRS report, as required under Section 20-113 of the Maryland 

Transportation Code. Collision reporting is standardized state-wide and administered by the 

Maryland State Police. Data captured through ACRS reporting is analyzed by the City of 

Rockville, Montgomery County and the State of Maryland.  
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B. The Maryland Department of Transportation publishes an annual summary report of all collisions, 

which occur in the City of Rockville. This report is sent to the City of Rockville Traffic 

Engineering Division. 

 

C. As requested by the Traffic Engineering Division, the Department will provide enforcement data 

necessary to make sound engineering decisions. The Department may also be requested to increase 

traffic enforcement in specific areas, based on the data collected by the Traffic Engineering 

Division. 


