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I. POLICY

Effective law enforcement is not a solitary effort, but requires the cooperation and interaction of 
many agencies.  The Rockville City Police Department supports this concept and will cooperate 
fully with other agencies in the discharge of enforcement duties.  

II. PURPOSE

The Department recognizes and acknowledges that the Rockville City Police Department shares 
concurrent jurisdiction with other county, state, and federal agencies. The general exercise of law 
enforcement service by these agencies is one of tacit approval and cooperation.  The Rockville City 
Police Department will enter into both written and oral agreements with agencies having concurrent
jurisdiction for the purpose of fulfilling specialized law enforcement needs.  Employees of this 
Department will offer complete cooperation when situations arise where these agencies must 
exercise their authority within the City of Rockville.

III. CITY OF ROCKVILLE BOUNDARIES

A. Employees of the Rockville City Police Department are required to know the 
geographical boundaries of the Department's jurisdiction, including changes due to 
annexation, etc.

B. Police Officers and Neighborhood Services Officers are issued an official map of the City
of Rockville.

C. An official map of the City of Rockville is posted in the Communications Center for use 
by dispatch staff.

IV. MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS

A. Emergency situations often require augmented law enforcement capabilities to restore 
order and assist victims.  Cooperative agreements among neighboring agencies allow for 
quick and efficient augmentation of resources.

B. In accordance with the Criminal Procedures Act 2-105, the Rockville City Police has 
entered into mutual aid agreements and have instituted memorandums of understanding with
neighboring law enforcement agencies.
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V. METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

A. The Rockville City Police Department is a participant in the Greater Metropolitan 
Washington Area Police and Fire/Rescue Mutual Aid Operational Plan.  The Police Chiefs 
Committee and the Fire Chiefs Committee of the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments first approved this plan on December 21, 1983.

B. It is the intent of the Police and Fire/Rescue Services Mutual Aid Operational Plan that 
there be the fullest cooperation among law enforcement and fire/rescue agencies in the 
Regional/Metropolitan Area.  Such cooperation will ensure the maintenance of good order, 
law enforcement and public safety within the region during a state of emergency or other 
emergency situation, which requires police and/or fire/rescue assistance beyond the capacity
of a signatory jurisdiction.

C. Refer to THE GREATER METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AREA POLICE 
AND FIRE/RESCUE MUTUAL AID OPERATIONAL PLAN for detailed procedural 
information including guidelines for:

1. The legal status of agencies and agency personnel responding to mutual aid 
requests.

2. Procedures for investing provider agency personnel with the legal authority to act 
within the receiver agency's jurisdiction.

3. Procedures for requesting mutual aid.

4. Identities of persons to whom outside personnel are to report.

5. Procedures for maintaining radio communication with outside personnel.

6. Expenditures, if any, which should be borne by the receiver agency to compensate
for the use of the provider agency's resources.

7. Procedures for changes, including additions and deletions to the Operational Plan.

VI. PROVIDING MUTUAL AID

A. In the event the Rockville City Police Department is contacted by another police 
department requesting mutual aid, the highest ranking officer on duty will be notified 
immediately so the situation can be reviewed and a determination made as to how many 
officers and what type of equipment will be sent to the requesting Department.

B. The safety and security of the City of Rockville is the Department's first concern, and only that 
staffing and equipment which can be spared without leaving the city unprotected will be sent.
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VII. FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

A. Normally, assistance from the F.B.I., A.T.F., D.E.A., and other federal law enforcement agencies 
is not necessary during emergency situations.  If it is determined that a particular federal law 
enforcement agency is needed for a particular emergency situation, the highest ranking officer 
should make the request if an evaluation of the incident scene warrants federal response.

B. When requesting federal assistance, the highest-ranking officer should consider contacting the 
appropriate federal agency him/herself so that he/she can provide specific information relative to 
the incident for which federal assistance is sought.

C. Once a federal agency has been contacted the on-duty or on-call watch commander will be 
notified and informed of the circumstances of the request.

VIII. NATIONAL GUARD ASSISTANCE

If the Rockville City Police with the help of neighboring police agencies and the State Police are unable to
cope with an emergency situation such as a riot or civil disturbance, it may then become necessary to call 
upon the National Guard for assistance.  In this event, the Mayor of the City of Rockville should make all 
requests for the National Guard to the Governor of the State of Maryland.  The communications center 
maintains up-to-date telephone numbers for the Mayor.

IX. STATEWIDE LAW ENFORCEMENT RADIO SUPPORT

The Rockville City Police Officers have access to a statewide police radio system.  Statewide radio 
support will be accessed through Montgomery County Police Department's Public Safety 
Communications Center.

X. STATEWIDE FINGERPRINTING RECORDS SYSTEM

The Rockville City Police Department is a member and participates in the use of Maryland's Criminal 
Records Central Repository (CRCR) and complies with their procedures regarding fingerprinting arrested 
persons and assessing data stored there through the use of a computer terminal located in the 
Communications Center.  The Montgomery County Police Department Records Division, which is the 
designated depository for all of the records of the Rockville City Police Department, is responsible for 
forwarding fingerprint cards to the Criminal Records Central Repository and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations.

XI. STATEWIDE CRIMINAL INFORMATION SYSTEM

Officers of the Rockville City Police Department have available a Statewide Criminal Information System
through computers located in the Department's Communications Center.  Officers will use this system 
judicially as information available on criminal suspects and on stolen property can facilitate apprehension 
and recovery, especially since much criminal activity is interjurisdictional.

XII. STATEWIDE CRIME REPORTING SYSTEM
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The Rockville City Police crime statistics are provided to the statewide crime reporting system under the 
auspices of the Montgomery County Police Records Division.




