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I. POLICY

It shall be the policy of the City of Rockville Police Department to dispose of all handguns seized or 
otherwise coming into the Department’s possession in accordance with Maryland State Law.

II. PURPOSE

The purpose of the General Order is to establish guidelines, which will be followed in the disposal of 
handguns.

III. GENERAL

The Maryland State Police is the designated State agency to collect and dispose of handguns and 
ammunition seized.  In turn, the Superintendent of the Maryland State Police has delegated the 
disposal responsibility to all Maryland police chiefs and sheriffs.  This delegation of responsibility 
includes a requirement to make timely reports to the Superintendent of the Maryland State Police.

IV. DEPARTMENT PROCEDURES

A. Handguns seized by officers of this Department may be disposed of by:

1. Destruction of the handgun.

2. Conversion to Department use.

B. Whenever a handgun is disposed of by one of the above means, a letter must be sent to the 
Maryland State Police notifying them of the method of destruction.  The letter must contain a 
description of the weapon, the serial number, the method of disposal and the date of the 
disposal.

C. The property control officer, or the property control officer’s designee, will ensure that all 
weapons are disposed of properly.




