
WHEREAS, the theme for National Recovery Month is "Recovery Is for Everyone: Every Person, Every Family, Every Community"; 

and 

WHEREAS, recovery from substance misuse and mental health disorders, including jointly occurring disorders, is an essential part 

of supporting good health and overall wellness, and prevention of substance misuse and mental health disorders works, treatment 

is effective, and people recover in the City of Rockville, Montgomery County, the State of Maryland, and around the nation; and 

WHEREAS, preventing and overcoming substance misuse and mental health disorders is essential to achieving healthy lifestyles, 

both physically and emotionally, and we must all work to recognize the signs of a problem, guide and encourage those in need to 

seek appropriate treatment and recovery support services; and 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Center for Health Statistics report that, in 2022, nearly 

108,000 people died from drug overdoses, adults 6S and older experienced the largest percentage increase in rates from 2021 to 

2022, with a 10% increase, and between 2021 and 2022, rates of drug overdose deaths increased for most race groups and Hispanic• 

origin persons, and 

WHEREAS, the Maryland Office of Overdose Response reports that from July 2023 to June 2024, Maryland had 2,030 overdose 

deaths, of which 1,763 were opioids related. Montgomery County had 93 overdose deaths, 71 related to opioids, and 

WHEREAS, the Rockville Goes Purple initiative is increasing awareness of the dangers of opioids and other substances, and strives 

to reduce the number of lives Jost to drug addiction in our community, and the City of Rockville, as part of Rockville Goes Purple for 

the month of September, has lit the city buildings in purple to support those suffering with addiction and those who are in recovery, 

wilt have a NARCAN training and distribution, and has participated in the International Overdose Awareness Day event on August 

29th, put on by Montgomery County and Montgomery Goes Purple, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Rockville and its community partners, as part of the Opioid Litigation Settlement Fund Abatement Plan, will 

provide community-based awareness, outreach, and education activities throughout the year to support substance misuse 

prevention and recovery. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Rockville, Maryland, do hereby proclaim September 2024, as National 

Recovery Month in Rockville and urge the residents of Rockville to join the fight for support for those struggling to stay or be in 

recovery. 
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