
Ordinance No. 25-19 ORDINANCE: To grant Text Amendment 

Application No. TXT2019-

00250, Mayor and Council of 

Rockville, Applicant 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of Rockville, 111 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, 

Maryland, filed Text Amendment Application TXT2019-00250 for the purpose of amending 

Articles 3, 4, 5, 17, and 18 of Chapter 25 of the Rockville City Code, "Zoning," so as to 

comprehensively update and revise the regulation of signs; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed text amendment at its 

meetings of March 27, April 10, and April 24, 2019 and provided comments and 

recommendations to the Mayor and Council; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Land Use Atiicle of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the 

Mayor and Council of Rockville gave notice that a hearing on said application would be held by 

the Mayor and Council in the Council Chambers at Rockville City Hall on May 13, 2019 at 7:00 

p.m., or as soon thereafter as it may be heard; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2019 said application came on for hearing at the time and place 

provided for in said advertisement; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, having considered the text amendment application 

and the entire file petiaining thereto, said Mayor and Council have decided that the granting of 

this application, in the fonn set forth below, would promote the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens of the City of Rockville. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND, that Chapter 25 of the Rockville City Code entitled "Zoning" be 

amended as follows: 
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SECTION I. Amend Article 3, "Definitions; Tenns of Measurements and Calculations", as 

follows: 

25.03.02 - Words and Terms Defined 

Abandoned sign. See "Sign, abandoned." 

* * *

Banner - Any sign or string of one (I) or more signs, usually made of cloth or other
lightv,ceight material, which is used to attract attention, whether or not imprinted with words
or characters, including but not limited to balloons and pennants. means any type of fabric
containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols and that is intended to be secured to a
building or structure.

* * *

* * * 

* * *

* * * 

Billboard Vehicle means a vehicle constructed or designed primarily to accommodate a sign, 
the face or faces of which display commercial messages 

Electien sign: See "SigH, elec.'ien" 

Flag means any fabric, contammg distinctive colors, patterns or symbols used as an 
ornamental flag or as a symbol ofa government, political subdivision, or other entity secured 
along one edge to a pole that is (i) intended to be pennanently affixed to the ground; or (ii) 
attached to a building. 

Fl:ag, enwmental means any fabric or similar material designed to be flown as a flag and 
continuing patterns, dra:wings, or symbols used for decorative purposes and is 
noncommercial in nature. 

Lot means a parcel or quantity of land. Lots include the following: 

* * *

* * * 

4. Lot, ownership means land designated as a separate and distinct parcel of land for
purposes of ownership or financing on a legally recorded ownership plat filed among
the land records of the County. Any land so designated shall- does not constitute a lot
or plan of subdivision.
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Atfonument Sign. See "Sign, monument." 

* * *

Occupant ideHtification sign. See "Sign, occupant identification." 

* * *

Onwmental.f!:ag. See "Flag, ornamental." 

* * *

Portable sign. See "Sign. portable. " 

* * *

Premises means a lot, a building , or pati of a building, including any appu1ienances.

* * *

Sight Distance Triangle means an area that provides the driver of a vehicle approaching an 
intersection an unobstructed view of any opposing vehicle or pedestrian movements. These 
triangular areas must be large enough that drivers can see approaching vehicles and pedestrians 
in sufficient time to slow or stop and avoid an accident. 

* * *

Sign means any structure, or pm1 thereof, which requires a pen11anent or temporary location,
that has a visual display readable from a public right-of-way and is designed to identify,
am1ounce, direct, or infon11 or device attached thereto or painted or represented thereon or any
material or thing, illuminated or othenvise, which displays or included any numeral, letter,
words, model, banner, pennant, emblem, insignia, device, trademark , logo, graphic, or other
representation, in any manner whatsoever, so as to convey infonnation or attract attention.
Sign does not include the flag, emblem, insignia, poster, or other display of a nation, state,
political subdivision.

1. Abandoned sS,ign, abandoned means a sign which identifies a business, lessor, service,
owner, product, or activity that is no longer located on the premises, or a sign for which
no legal owner can be found. "Abandoned sign" also includes any pe1111anent sign not
properly maintained or operated for a period of six (6) months or longer, any temporary
sign that has deteriorated, and any sign structure that no longer suppo1is the sign for which
it was designed. Pennanent signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended because
of a change of ownership or management of such business shall not be deemed abandoned
unless the property, building, or space remains vacant for a period of six (6) months or

more.

2. Sign, building means any sign mounted on a wall, window, marquee, fascia, mansard,
canopy, or parapet of a building.
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3. Sign, commercial means a sign that references or directs the attention of the public to a
business, commodity, product, service, offer, sale or sales event, or other commercial
activity of a private business. Commercial sign, does not inclade election signs,
temporary signs pei1aining to fundraising activities for non profit organizations, or
temporary yard sale signs that directly or indirectly names, advertises, or calls attention
to a product, conunodity, service, sale, sales event, activity, ente1tainment, or other
cotmnercial activity.

4. Sign, directional means a noncommercial sign that contains only infonnation assisting
the flov,r of vehicular or pedestrian traffic or control of parking sign reasonably necessary
for the safe and efficient circulation of pedestrian or vehicular traffic within a given parcel
or among a number of parcels, which may be freestanding or attached to a building.

5. Sign, election means any temporary noncommercial sign that advocates the candidacy of
any person for an elected position or an issue that is to be voted on in a Federal,
State, County or City election process. Election sign does not include a campaign
headquarters sign or other pennanent sign.

6-:- Sign, freestanding means any sign 1,vhich carries only the name and/or logo or trademark 
of one (1) business, place, organization, building, or person it identifies a sign, not 
including a flag, suppo1ted from the ground and not attached to any building. 

7. Sigrt, mo,i-wnen.' means a freestanding sign mounted directly and pem1anently to the
ground \Vithout a separate suppm1ing stracture.

&,-6. Sign, noncommercial means a sign that is not a commercial sign. 

9-cl_ Sign, nonconforming means any sign that does not confonn to the provisions of this 
chapter, but was placed or constructed in accordance with City ordinances existing at the 
time of its placement or construction. 

10. Sign, Occupant Identification A sign indicating the name and/or profession or address
of a person or persons or entity residing on the premises or legally occupying the
premises.

-1+.� Sign, off-premises means a sign that directs attention to a building, product, business, 
organization, service, entettaimnent, commodity, accommodations, activity, or institution 
that is not located, conducted, sold, rented, produced, manufactured, and/or furnished on 
the same lot as the sign. 

(a) Off-premises signs include, but are not limited to, signs commonly referred to as
"billboards."

(b) Off-premises sign does not include election signs or nonc01mnercial signs that
comply with all other requirements of this chapter.

-l±-2.,_ Sign, permanent means a sign that is constructed in a maimer and of materials that will 
withstand long-tenn display and is intended to be displayed for an indefinite period of 
time. 

liL Sign. portable means any sign not pennanently attached to the ground. 
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--l+.ll. Sign, real estate means a temporary sign adve1iising displayed during the time the 

real property on which the sign is located is offered fh.e for sale, rental, or lease ef-too 

real estate upon which the sign is located. 

-14.-_ll. Sign, temporary means a non-pemrnnent sign constructed of durable, semi-durable, 
or non-durable material not intended to be displayed for an indefinite period. 

13. Sign, vehicular means a commercial sign which is attached to, mounted, pasted, painted,
or drawn on a vehicle and covers more than four (4) square feet on any side of the
vehicle.

l.i: Sign, Trciffic Control Any sign located on p'..;blic or private property that is used as a 
traffic control device and that is described and identified in the Manual on Unifonn 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and approved by the Federal Highway 
Administration as the national standard. A traffic control sign includes those signs 
that are classified and defined by their function as regulatory signs (that give notice of 
traffic lav,'s or regulations), warning signs (that give notice of a situation that might not 
readily be apparent), and guide signs (that shmv route designations, directions, 
distances, services, points of interest, and other geographical, recreational, or cultmal 
infom1ation.). 

-l-6-:-14.Sign, Yard Sale means any onsite temporary sign displayed on a lot during the time 
period in which a pertaining to the sale of personal property in, at, or upon any 
residential prope1iy or residentially zoned prope1iy, ·.vhether such sale be designated as 
a-yard sale, garage sale, lawn sale, home sale, estate sale, attic sale, moving sale,
rummage sale, or any other type of similar sale designation occurs on the lot.

Sign Face means the entire surface area of a sign upon, against or tlu·ough which copy is 
placed, and does not include a sign's supp01iing elements or structure. 

* * *

Temporary Sign. See "Sign, temporary."

* * *

Traffic control sign. See "Sign, traffic control." 

* * *

Vehicular Sign. See "Sign, vehicular." 

* * *

SECTION 2. Amend Article 4, "Approving Authorities", as follows: 

25.04.03- Board of Appeals 

* * *
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b. Powers and Duties

* * *

I. Generally - The Board has all those powers and duties confetTed and imposed upon it
by this Chapter and the provisions of State law, including but not limited to:

(a) Reviewing and acting upon applications for special exceptions and variances; and

(b) Reviewing and acting upon appeals from administrative decisions�

(c) Reviewing and acting upon appeals from decisions of the Sign Review,' Board.

25.04.05 Sign ReYiew Board Reserved. 

a. Established There is established a Sign Revimv Board of the City of Rockville.

b. Powers and Ditties

1. Generally The Sign Review Board has all those po1,vers and duties confe1Ted and
imposed upon it by this Chapter incl:,,ding but not limited to:

(a) Hear and decide applications for sign pennit reviev,r to detennine if the proposed
sign is in compliance ·with the requirements of this Chapter;

(b) Hear and decide applications for modifications from the sign regulations
contained in Article 18 of this Chapter, excluding prohibited signs; and

(c) Hear and decide applications for waiver of sign restrictions 1.vithin a building
restriction line.

2. Responsibility ·,1.here Approval is Reqblired Where Sign Revie1,v Board approval is

required under this Chapter, the Board must:

(a) Consider and act upon any request for approval;

(b) Consider such request with regard to matters and facts pertinent and applicable
thereto; and

(c) Render its decision in accordance \Nith the requirements, purpose, and intent of
Article 18 and other applicable provisions of this Chapter.

c. Afembership

1. Number The Sign Review Board consists of three (3) members and one (l) alternate
who are appointed by the Mayor, subject to the confirmation of the Council.

6 
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2. Term

(a) Length of Term The term of each member is three (3) years, or until a successor
takes office. Appointment to fill an unexpired term is the remaining length of the

initial tenn.

(b) Staggered Terms The respective tenns of the three (3) members must be

staggered.

3. Chai1perso11

(a) Appointment A Chair is elected by and from the appointed members of the Sign

Review Board.

(b) Term The Chair serves a tenn of one ( 1) year and is eligible for reelection.

4. QHalification There will be three (3) members and one (1) alternate member
designated to the Sign Review Board. Two (2) members must be businesspersons
operating or associated 1.vith b1.1sinesses in the City. Two (2) members must be
residents of the City who have no vested interest in either any business in the City or

in the sign industry. The alternate member 1.vill first be a resident of the City;
thereafter the alternate position 1#ill rotate between a resident appointee and a
business appointee.

5. Clak <>/Sign Re·,•iew Board The Chief of Planning serves as the Clerk of the sign

Review Board and '<viii:

(a) Attend all meetings of the Sign Reviev,r Board;

(b) Keep a full and accurate account of the proceedings of the Sign Review Board,

including but not limited to the official record of all matters filed with the Board;

(c) Accept and transmit all relevant applications to the Sign Review Board; and

(d) Keep such other records and perfo1m such other duties as may be required by

this Chapter or by the Sign Review Board.

d. Rules of Procedure In e�rnrcising its powers and complying with its duties hereunder,

the Sign Reviev,, Board must adopt reasonable rules for the conduct of their business.

e. Nfeetings and Hearings

l. Meetings must be held i.vhen necessary to conduct business or at intervals as may be
mandated by this Chapter or the adopted Rules of Procedure of the Sign Review
Board.

7 
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2. A heating must be held on a timely filed application at the Board's next scheduled
meeting, provided that a different hearing date may be set with the consent of the
party filing the application.

f. Decision on Applicationji-0,"11 the Sign Re11iCH' Board Decisions of the Board shall be
made within ten ( 10) business days from completion of the hearing on the application.

g. Appeals Any decision by the Sign Reviev,' Board, or the failure of the Sign Reviev,c
Board to act within the time frames set fo1th in Article 1 g of this Chapter, may be
appealed by any person aggiieved to the Board of Appeals v,1ithin ten ( l 0) business days
after the decision is rendered.

25.04.06 - Chief of Planning Zoning 

a. Powers and Duties

* * *

l . Generally - The Chief of Planning Zoning has all those powers and duties conferred
and imposed upon the Chief of Planning Zoning by this Chapter including but not
limited to:

2. Responsibility Where Approval Is Required - Where Chief of Pla1:ming Zoning
approval is required under this Chapter, the Chief of Planning Zoning must:

(a) Consider and act upon any request for approval;

(b) Consider such request with regard to matters and facts pe1iinent and applicable
thereto; and

(c) Render a decision in accordance with the requirements, purpose and intent of this
Chapter.

b. Appeals

l . Any person aggrieved by any final decision of the Chief of Planning Zoning on a site
plan application, a nonconfo1111ing alteration application, or on an interpretation of an
approval of the Planning Commission or other Approving Authority may appeal the
same to the Planning Commission or such other Approving Authority.

(a) Such appeal must be filed within 30 days of the date on the official letter of
notification of the decision; and

(b) Upon receipt of such appeal, the matter must be scheduled for consideration by
the Planning Commission in a timely manner.

2. Any person aggrieved by any other final decision of the Chief of Planning Zoning
may appeal the same to the Board of Appeals.

8 
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(a) Such appeal must be filed within 30 days of the date on the official letter of
notification of the decision; and

(b) Upon receipt of such appeal, the matter must be scheduled for consideration by

the Board of Appeals in a timely manner.

3. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Chief of Planning Zoning pertaining to
signs may appeal said decision to the Sign Reviev,c Board of Appeals in accordance

with the provisions of Article 18 of this Chapter.

SECTION 3. Amend Article 5, "Application and Notification Generally" as follows: 

25.05.01 - Applicability 

* * *

* * * 

5. Sign Pennits as provided in Section 25.18.08, but not including sign approvals by the
Sign Review Board;

25.05.04 - Modification of Pending Application 

* * *

* * * 

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection a, above, if the application requires
action by the Mayor and Council, Planning Commission, Board of Appeals, or

Hist01ic District Commission, or Sign Review Board, no modification to the

application can be offered by the applicant after the staff repo11 has been issued, but
in no event later than seven (7) days prior to the meeting at which the application

will be considered by the Approving Authority. Nothing herein prevents the
amendment of an application after the meeting of the Approving Authority.

SECTION 4. Amend Article 17, "Public Use Space, Landscaping and Screening, Utility 

Placement and Screening, Lighting, Sidewalks, and Shadows," as follows: 

* * *

25.17.08. Building Restriction Lines and Build-To Lines 

a. Subject to the exceptions provided herein, no building pennit can be issued and no building or

part thereof nor any fence, wall, sign or structure can be erected or structurally changed within
the area between the building restriction lines or build-to lines and the centerline of the
pai1icular street or highway refened to in establishing the building restriction or build-to line.

This section does not apply to underground parking facilities.

9 
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b. Building restriction lines and build-to lines established.

l . Building restriction lines along Hungerford Drive.

(a) East side. Begi1ming for the same at a point on the n011herly line of A Street 85 feet
easterly from the point of intersection of the centerline of Hungerford Drive with the
northerly line of A Street and running thence no11herly and parallel to the centerline of
Hungerford Drive and 85 feet therefrom to the northerly line of Gude Drive.

(b) West side. Beginning for the same at a point on the westerly line ofN011h Washington
Street 85 feet westerly from the point of intersection of the centerline of Hungerford
Drive with the westerly line of No11h Washington Street and tunning thence no11herly
and parallel to the centerline of Hungerford Drive and 85 feet therefrom to the
southerly line of College Parkway; thence still northerly and parallel with the
centerline of Frederick Road and 95 feet westerly therefrom to the no11herly line of
Gude D1ive.

2. Build-to lines along Rockville Pike. Within the Rockville Pike Neighborhood Plan area,
the build-to lines are as established in Section 25.13.05.

_1. Exceptions.

(a) Where the building restriction lines established by subsections a. and b.L_ above
reduces the buildable depth of any lot or parcel of land bounded by the W.M.A.T.A.
right-of-way, to less than 300 feet, then such line will be adjusted by establishing same
at a point tlu·ee-qua11ers of the distance from the W.M.A.T.A. tight-of-way and the
right�-of-way of Hungerford Drive Rockville Pike but, in no event, can such building
restriction line be less than 85 feet from the centerline of Hungerford DriveRockville
P-ike.

(b )Where the applicable master plan recommends a greater or lesser building restriction 
line than set fo11h herein, the plan recommendation takes precedence over the 
requirements set forth in subsections a and b above. Where there is no master plan 
recommendation, the Approving Auth01ity may waive building restriction line 
requirements if the waiver will result in a better fonn of development consistent with 
the intent of the master plan and the development standards for mixed-use zones set 
forth in A11icle 13. 

c. Signs. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Chapter, one (1) sign which designates
or identifies a use located on the same record lot may be erected and maintained within the
building restriction lines or build-to lines set fo11h in this section and the front line of the
reco-fd. lot provided that the filfill area� and sign height of any such sign must be reduced
in direct proportion to the distance of the sign from Hungerford Drive or Rockville Pike.
Expressed in tenns of mathematical fonnulas, the sign area� and sign height reductions
applicable to signs with within the building restriction lines of Hungerford Drive and the
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build-to lines of Rockville Pike would be as shown in Exhibit A and are fotther illustrated 

in the graphic described in Exhibit B below: 
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SECTION 5. Amend Article 18, "Signs," as follows: 

25.18.01 - Legislative Findings; Purposes 

a. Legislative Findings - The Mayor and Council finds that signs provide an important

medium through which individuals and entities may convey a variety of commercial and

noncommercial messages. However, left completely unregulated, signs can become a

threat to public safety as a hazard to property, persons, and the motoring public, and a

detriment to property values and the overall public welfare as a an unattractive nuisance.

b. Purposes - In addition to the purposes of this Chapter established in Section 25.01.02,
the purposes of this Article are:

1. To enable the public to locate goods, services, facilities, and geographic areas without

difficulty, danger, or confusion;

2. To reduce traffic and pedestrian hazards and prevent interference with the

effectiveness of traffic regulation;

3. To promote the compatibility of signs with the sun-ounding land uses;

4. To protect the public investment in the roadways in the City;

5. To promote and preserve the economic well-being and vitality of the community;

6. To enhance and improve the environment and aesthetics of the City and to protect

property values by preventing visual clutter and blight;

7. To preserve the residential character of the City's residential neighborhoods; and

8. To provide effective opportunities for the expression of commercial and
noncommercial communication while protecting the public and the community
against adverse effects from the umestricted proliferation of signs.

25.18.02 - Severability 

a. Without diminishing or limiting in any way the declaration of severability in Section
25.01.08 it is the express intent of this Section that if any provision (including any
section, sentence, clause, or phrase) of this A1iicle 18 or any other provision of this

Chapter pe1iaining to signs, including but not limited to provisions pertaining to sign

pennits, is declared by a comi of competent jmisdiction to be unconstitutional and void,

such declaration of unconstitutionality does not affect any other provision of this A1iicle

18 or other provision of this Chapter, including, but not limited to, the prohibition of
ce1iain signs, and the requirements pertaining to the size, height, location, numbers,

illumination, maintenance, construction, and removal of signs.

12 
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b. In particular, and without limitation, in the event any provision of this A1iicle 18 or other
provision of this Chapter is declared invalid as applied to noncommercial signs, this
Atiicle 18 or any surviving po1iions thereof, remain in full force and effect as applied to
commercial signs.

c. Without diminishing or limiting in any way the foregoing declaration of severability, it is
the express intent of this Section, 25.18.02, that if any provision (including any section,
sentence, clause, or phrase) of this Atiicle 18 or any other provision of this Chapter
pertaining to signs is declared by a cou1i of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional
and void, such declaration of unconstitutionality does not affect any other provision of
this Atiicle 18 or other provision of this Chapter even if such severability would result in
a situation where there would be less speech, whether by subjecting previously exempt
signs to the provision of this Chapter or otherwise.

25.18.03 - Special Application Requirements for the Sign ReYiew Board Sign Variances 

In addition to the general provisions pertaining to the £ign Review Board found in 25.04.05 
and general provisions for applications in Article 5, applications authorized in this Atiicle 18 
ffH:l-S-t;-

I. Be submitted in writing to the £ign Reviev,r Board at least ten ( 10) calendar days prior
to the meeting at which it is to be considered;

2. Be submitted on funns provided by the £ign Reviev,r Board and be accompanied by
such fee as is detennined by resolution of the Mayor and Council; and

3. Include as pati of the application such infunnation as may reasonably be required by
the £ign Reviev,' Board including:

(a) The street address of the property upon which the sign is to be located and a plat
map of the propetiy showing the proposed location of the sign and identifying any
adjacent residential property;

(b) The aggregate area fur all tenant / business signs erected by or on behalf of the
applicant and/or the aggregate area fur all signs on the premises;

(c) The name(s) and address(es) of the owner(s) of the premises upon which the
subject sign is to be located;

(d) Consent of the owner(s), or the ovmer's agent, granting pennission fur the
placement or maintenance of the sign;

(e) The name, address, phone number, and business license number of the sign
contractor;

13 
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(f) Plans indicating the location of the sign on the property or building wall,
including the road frontage and/or building elevation; and

(g) Plans indicating the dimensions, height, and shape of the sign, and materials, and
mounting details.

4. Expiration of Sign Review Board's Approval.

(a) fnstaUatien of Sign A sign must be installed within six (6) months of the Sign
Review Board's decision authorizing such sign, unless another time frame is
provided within this Chapter or the decision of the Sign Revie1v>' Board, or the
approval shall expire.

(b) Extension The Sign Reviev,' Board may, for good cause shown, grant no more
than tv,10 (2) eJ,tensions of not more than six (6) months eacb for any prior grant
of approval subject to the provisions for an extension of Section 25. 05. m�,

"fa,tension oflmplementation Petiod".

a. This Section allows variances from the standards of this Article only when, because of
special circumstances applicable to the property, including location, shape, size,

sunoundings, topography, or other conditions, the strict application of this Article denies
the property owner privileges enjoyed by other property owners in the vicinity and under

identical zoning distiicts.

b. intent. The intent of this Section is to allow relief, in certain situations, from the strict

application of the regulations identified within this Article only by reason of:

1. The exceptional naiTOwness, shallowness, or the unusual shape of a structure or parcel

of prope1iy; or

.f.,. The exceptional topographic conditions or other extraordinary situation of the structure 
or parcel. 

c. Application for Sign Variances. An application for a Sign Variance shall be reviewed by the

Chief of Zoning and governed only by the development standards identified in this Atiicle.

d. Findings for Sign Variances. The Chief of Zoning may approve a sign variance, with or

without conditions, only after making all of the following findings;

1. Strict compliance would preclude an effective design solution improving sign

functionality, operational efficiency or appearance;

2. Stiict compliance would preclude an effective design solution fulfilling the basic intent of

the applicable regulations;

1. The variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with limitations

imposed on similarly zoned prope1ties or inconsistent with the purposes of this A1ticle;

and

14 
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4. The proposed sign is architecturally compatible with the major structures on the
subject site, and adjacent sites and is compatible with the character of the established
neighborhood and general enviromnent.

e. implementation Period. Any sign or signs must be installed within six (6) months of the date
of the approval of the sign variance.

25.18.04 - Only PeFmitted Allowed Signs Lawful; Signs Specifically Prohibited 

a. No sign Sftalt may be erected, installed, substantially altered, or illuminated unless in
compliance with all of the requirements of this Chapter Atiicle 18.

b. The following signs are specifically prohibited in the City:

1. Signs that impede the operation of any window, door, fire escape, stairway, ladder,
or opening required to provide light, air, ingress, or egress for any building or
structure;

2. Signs which, by reason of position, size, shape, or color, may interfere with,
obstruct the view of, or be confused with any traffic sign, signal, or device, or
which make use of any word, phrase, symbol, or character in such a maimer as to
interfere with, mislead, or confuse traffic;

3. Off-premises signs, except as set fotih in Sections 25.18.18 and 25.18.19;

4. Freestanding signs in the shape or form of any person, animal, vegetable, product, or
animation of any of the foregoing; Any sign placed or erected on property without
the pennission of the property owner;

6:-5. Signs which move or have any moving pati, or which give the illusion of motion; 

+.6. Signs which use blinking, flashing, or fluttering illumination or illumination which 
varies in color or intensity or which create the appearance or illusion of writing or 
printing, including, but not limited to, strobe, rotating beacon, chasing, or zip lights; 

&1. Signs erected by any person on any public prope1iy or right-of-way except for signs 
as may be directed by the City Manager as provided for in this Atiicle 18; 

9--:-� Signs erected in such a location as to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular 
circulation onto or off of the property on which it is located; 

-l--0:-9. Potiable signs, except noncommercial signs displayed by hand or as may be 
allowed in Section 25.18.14.b.1.a.(v) Sections 25.18.14.a.5 and b.7.; 
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-l+. l 0. Signs displayed on mounted, attached, or painted on trailers, boats, or motor 
vehicles when used as additional identification or adve11ising signs on or near the 
premises billboard vehicles; 

--1--±-:-lL Signs with changeable copy, except as provided for herein; 

-l-+.-12. Signs extending above the roof of any building in excess of one (1) percent of the 
building height, except as allowed by Section 25.18.19; 

+4.-li Flags, baimers, pennants, spi1mers, ribbon, streamers, balloons, and similar 
devices visible from a public right-of-way, except as expressly pennitted by this 
Atiicle; 

�11,. Signs projecting more than 36 inches from a building wall; ai½6-

15. Temporary signs, except as provided for herein;

16. Any sign with words, scenes, or graphics of an obscene, indecent, or pru1ient
character which offend public morals or decency;

lL Any sign not expressly allowed or pennitted by this Article 18; 

18. Vehicular signs when the vehicle is parked such that the sign is visible from a right­
of-way within 50 feet of the vehicle, except when there is no reasonable alternative
location on the site to park the vehicle; and

c. OwnedLe€lsing Agent signs.

Signs identifying the owner or leasing agent and contact information for a property
may be pe1mitted under the follo,ving conditions:

1. No more than two such signs are pem1itted for any one property;
2. Each sign is limited to three (3) sq·..➔are feet in area if free standing, or five (5) square

feet if attached to an existing sign or to a building;
3. If free standing, the sign(s) must not be more than t�u-ee (3) feet tall, and must be set

back a minimum of two (2) feet from the property line.
4. The area of these signs does not count towards the total sign area pennitted in

connection with the development on the property.

25.18.05 - Exemptions 

This Miele� does not apply to the following signs, and no permit for such signs is 
required: 

I. Any sign erected inside of any b'..➔ilding and not visible from the exterior thereof;
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2. Any sign erected inside of any building and visible outside of such building through a
windov,, provided such sign is set back at least ten (10) feet from the nearest window;

3. Signs inside a building 1Nithin ten (10) feet of any 1Nindow not exceeding 20 percent
of the area of a window unit. Such signs may be illuminated, but must not flash,
blink, or be otherwise animated;

4. Traffic control signs and speed indicator signs;

5. Any sign erected by or at the direction of, any governmental body having jurisdiction
over the property or the right of way on which the sign is located;

e-: I. Any sign or po1iion thereofrequired to be posted or displayed by this Chapter or 
other applicable Federal, State, or local law or regulation; 

2. Signs and other visual displays erected by, or at the direction of, federal, state, or
local governmental or quasi-governmental agencies;

3. Any sign not readable from any right-of-way or abutting prope1iy, except as set fo1ih
in Section 25.18.04.b.13 above·

4. Any unilluminated sign smaller than one (1) square foot in area;

5. Up to two (2) noncommercial flags not exceeding 100 square feet per face in area on
nomesidential parcels and not exceeding 25 square feet per face in area on residential
parcels;

6. Signs confonning to or required by the Manual of Unifonn Traffic Control Devices
as published by the Federal Highway Administration from time to time under 23
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 655, Subpa1i F

f7 One (1) private flag when displayed with the flag of the United States and the State or 
political subdivision, provided such private flag must not be larger than the other 
flags displayed; 

& Signs located on public or private recreational facilities on parcels of five (5) acres or 
more, provided that such signs are not intended to be readable from a public way; 

9-: Any ornamental flag or stationary structure, de,vice, material, or thing of a 
noncommercial decorative nature extending from a wall or pole located on residential 
property or around parking or pedestrian areas in the interior of non residential 
property and not designed to attract the attention of those traveling on a public way; 
er-. 

+-0:-l_Numerals not exceeding 18 inches in height identifying an address on a lot:---the 
address of a dwelling unit or building. It is hereby expressly found and detennined 
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that such numerals are necessary to serve life safety purposes in the evening 
emergency services personnel are required to locate and access a pat1icular prope11y. 

25.18.06 - Construction, Design, Illumination, and Maintenance of Signs 

a. Permanent Signs

1. Construction - Pennanent signs must be permanently attached to the ground, a
building, or another structure by direct attachment to a rigid wall, frame, or structure.

(a) Signs attached to masonry, concrete, or steel must be safely and securely fastened
by means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws of sufficient size
and anchorage to safely suppo11 the loads applied.

(b) Where wood anchors or suppo11s are embedded in the soil, the wood must be
pressure treated with an approved preservative.

2. Design - Pennanent signs must be designed and constructed to withstand wind
pressure as provided for in the current edition of the International Building Code, as
amended, or in such other code adopted as the Building Code for the City.

3. Trademarks and Logos Up to 20 percent of the area of a sign may be occupied by a
multi color corporate trademark or other logo, and must be approved by the owner or
leasing agent of the prope1iy. Any accent colors for the balance of the sign lettering
must use the colors contained 1Nithin the trademark or logo.

4:- Illumination - When illumination of a sign is pennitted proposed, it must satisfy the 
following requirements: 

(a) A sign must be illuminated only with electric lighting, and electrical devices and
wiring must be installed in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 5, A11icle
VII of the City Code.

(b) Sign illumination must use an enclosed lamp design or indirect lighting from a
shielded source in a manner that prevents glare from beyond the prope11y line.

( c) Sign illumination must not cause traffic interference.

b. Temporary Signs

1. Construction - Temporary signs must:

(a) Not be constructed in a maimer that requires a building or electrical pennit; and

(b) Be securely anchored to the structure or land in which it is located.
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2. Design -Temporary signs must not have changeable copy.

3. Illumination -Temporary signs must not be illuminated in any maimer.

c. Maintenance

I. All signs and sign support structures, together with their supports, braces, guys, and
anchors, must be maintained in good structural condition, in compliance with all
applicable building and electrical codes, and in confonnance with this A1iicle at all

times.

2. The display surfaces of all signs must be kept neatly painted or posted at all times.

25.18.07 - Measurement of Sign Area and Height 

a. Sign Area

I. Sign area includes the total areas of all pennitted allowed signs, except as otherwise

provided for herein.

2. Sign areas are measured as follows:

(a) For sign copy mounted or painted on a background panel or area distinctively
painted, textured, lighted, or constructed as background for the sign copy, sign
area is measured as that area contained within the outside dimensions of the

background panel or surface.

X 
----1 

I 
X 

STORE NAME 11 

Sig� Area = X times Y l 
□ □ □ 0 

Figure 18.1 

(b) For sign copy mounted as individual letters and/or graphics on an area of a

building that has not been painted, textured, lighted, or otherwise altered to

provide a distinctive background for the sign copy, sign area is measured as the
area or the sum of the areas enclosed by the smallest rectangle that will enclose

each word and graphic.
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Sign Area = X times Y 

-20-
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Figure 18.2 

1- X _I 

( c) For freestanding signs or projecting signs not more than two (2) sign faces shall
be allowed. If the interior angle between the two (2) sign faces is 90 degrees or
less, the area of only one (1) face will be the sign area. If the angle between the
two (2) faces is greater than 90 degrees, the sign area will be the sum of the areas
of the two (2) faces.

l 
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Figure 18.3 

[
Sign Area =-Total Area� I 
Both Faces I 
-- --- - - J 

(d) For a freestanding sign, the sign area will be the area that will encompass all
components of the sign excluding the supporting structure that does not fonn paii
of the sign proper.
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Figure 18.4 

b. Sign Height - Sign height is measured from the distance at the top of the sign structure to
the no1111al grade le-vet of the street upon which the sign faces or to the level of the lot on
which the sign is erected, whichever is higher. Normal grade shall be construed to be the
newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, benning, mounding
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases where the nonnal grade

is below grade at street level, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the
elevation of the nonnal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the

nearest point of the crown of a public or private street.

I SIGN 

11 
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H 

Slrael ""'"" 
Figure 18.5 
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25.18.08 - Sign Plans; Sign Permits; Appeals 

a. Sign Plans - For a lot occupied by more than one (1) business/tenant and where more
than one (1) pennanent building sign will be installed, a sign plan indicating the size,

location, shape, materials, and mounting details of all pennanent building signs must be
approved. A sign plan must be approved by the Chief of Zoning prior to the issuance of
the first sign pennit for a lot where more than one pennanent building sign will be
installed. The sign plan will serve as the basis for all sign pennit applications for

pennanent building signs on the lot subject to the sign plan. A revised sign plan must be
approved if a sign to be installed deviates from the size, location, shape, materials, or
mounting details of an approved sign plan.

a-:--b. Sign Permits - Except as expressly exempted or otherwise provided in this A1iicle il,, a 
sign pennit must be obtained prior to the installation, erection, enlargement, illumination, 

or substantial alteration of any pennanent or temporary sign allowed under this Atiicle. 
The changing of the sign face is a substantial alteration requiring a new sign pem1it. 

&.-c.Applications for a sign plan or sign pennit SR-a-l-1- must be submitted to the Chief of 
Planning Zoning. 

e-:-d. Each application SR-a-l-1- must be submitted on fonns provided therefore by the Chief of 
Plam1ing Zoning, and be accompanied by such fee as is established by resolution of the 
Council. The applicant SR-a-l-1- must furnish as pati of the application the following 

infonnation: 

1. The street address of the propetiy upon which the sign is to be located and a plat map

of the propet1y showing the proposed location of the sign and identifying any
adjacent residential propet1y;

2. The aggregate area for all tenant/business signs erected by or on behalf of the
applicant and/or the aggregate area for all signs on the premises;

3. The name(s) and address(es) of the owner(s) of the premises upon which the subject

sign is to be located;

4. Consent of the owner(s), or the owner's(') agent, granting pennission for the

placement or maintenance of the sign;

5. The name, address, phone number, and business license number of the sign

contractor;

6. Plans indicating the location of the sign on the property or building wall, including
the road frontage or building elevation;
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7. Plans indicating the dimensions, height, and shape of the sign, and materials, and
mounting details;

8. The size and type of any vegetation required to be moved for sign installation or
visibility; and

9. Such other infonnation pe1iaining to the requirements of this Article as may
reasonably be required by the Chief of Planning as detennined by the Chief of Zoning

to be necessary to assess whether the sign complies with the provisions of this
Atiicle.

&.-� The Chief of Planning Zoning must review the application within 15 business days from 
the date of submission of the application and required fee and either approve or deny the 
application or return the application to the applicant if the application is incomplete as 

follows: 

I. A sign pennit must be issued or a sign plan approved if the Chief of Planning Zoning
finds that the sign or sign plan proposed in the application complies with the
requirements of this A1iicle 18 and, if applicable, any approved sign plan for a
building or lot.

2. If the pennit or sign plan is denied, the denial must be in writing and must identify the
specific section or sections of this A1iicle or other applicable law with which the
proposed sign(s) is inconsistent.

3. If the applicati_on is returned due to incompleteness, the Chief of Plam1ing Zoning

must advise the applicant in writing as to the information needed to complete the
application.

4. Failure of the Chief of Plam1ing Zoning to take action on an application within the
time frame set fotih above is appealable to the Sign Reviev,r Board of Appeals in the
same manner as an appeal from a denial of a pennit.

e:-f. An applicant may appeal the denial of a sign pennit or sign plan by filing a sign pennit 
review application with the Sign Review Board within ten (I 0) business days of Appeals 

in accordance with the decision of the Chief of Planning procedure identified in section 
25.04.06.b.2. 

f.g,_ No pennit for a sign issued hereunder shall will be deemed to constitute pennission or 
authorization to erect or maintain an unlawful sign, nor shall will any pennit issued 
hereunder constitute a defense in any action to remove an unlawful sign. 

25.18.09 - Nonconforming Signs 

a. Any nonconforming sign may remain erected, installed, or in use subject to the

requirements of this section.
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a:-b. Whenever an existing nonconfonning sign is strncturally altered, abandoned, destroyed, 
replaced, or substantially damaged, it must be modified to bring it into conformance with 
this Chapter Article 18. Repairs and maintenance of nonconfonning signs, such as 
repainting and electrical repairs, shall be pem1itted, provided that repainting does not 
include a change of copy or color, and provided further that no repairs will be pennitted 
where the cost of the repairs exceeds $1,000.00 or 50 percent of the replacement cost of 
the sign. 

lr.c. Whenever an existing business/tenant erects a new or additional sign, all signs on the 
premises pertaining to that business/tenant must be modified to bring them into 
confonnance with this Chapter Ariicle 18. 

d. Any sign lawfully existing immediately prior to the effective date of this Chapter, or any
application amendment thereof, but which does not confom1 to the requirements as now
constituted, must be removed within eight (8) years from the date that the sign became
nonconfonning.

e. In all other respects, nonconfonning signs must comply with the applicable requirements
of Article 8, Transitional Provisions, Nonconfonnities, Nonconfonning Alteration
Approval.

25.18.10- Removal of Signs 

a. Prohibited Signs on Public Property I Rights of Way - Any prohibited sign found on any
public property or right-of-way within the City will be removed and disposed of by the
Chief of Inspection Services or designee in the same maimer as trash. Nothing herein
prohibits the imposition of a fine or initiation of any other enforcement action against any
person or entity found to have installed a prohibited sign on any public properiy or right­
of-way within the City.

b. Unlawful Sign - Any sign unlawfully existing immediately prior to the effective date of
this Chapter, or any applicable amendment thereof, and which does not confonn to the
requirements of this Ariicle, as now constituted or as it may be amended from time to
time, must be removed by the owner after notice from the City to do so.

c. Elections and Other Event Signs Any sign that pertains to an election, event, activity, or
purpose of a limited time or d11ration must be removed within seven (7) days of the
conclusion of the event, activity, or purpose to which it peiiains. Nothing herein
prohibits the maintenance of signs ·.vith a political or other noncommercial message in
accordance 'Nith the provisions of the Article 18 pertaining to temporary noncommercial

stgn&

d-:- Abandoned Signs 
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1. An abandoned sign must be removed within 30 days from the time the activity on the

premises ceases and/or the business owner vacates the premises by:

(a) The sign's owner;

(b) The owner of the prope11y on which the sign is located; or

( c) Any other persons otherwise responsible for the sign.

2. Removal consists of the removal disassembly of the po1iion of the confonning sign
identifying the business, tenant, entity, service, ov1ner, product, or activity that is no

longer located on the premises of the sign face and installation of temporary
replacement face where applicable. Nonconfonning signs are subject to the

provisions of Section 25. I 8.09.

25.18.11 - Signs Permitted Allowed for Residential Uses in All Zones 

The following signs are pem1itted allowed for residential uses in all zones: 

1. Identification Signs Each dwelling unit may have pmmanent occupant identification
signs, including a single sign for a valid home based business enterprise or child care
center located on a lot less than 20,000 square feet, in accordance with the following:

(a) The total aggregate of all such signs must not exceed 150 square inches;

(b) The signs may be a building sign or freestanding;

(c) If freestanding, the signs must not be illuminated in any manner; and

(d) No sign pe1mit is required.

� Entrance Signs - A P.12ennanent entrance signs for 12rincipally residential 
developments or a subdivisions, or multi family dwellings containing ten (10) or 

more dwelling units in accordance with the following: 

(a) One (1) sign not exceeding 24 square feet in area with a maximum height of five
(5) feet located at or near the entrance to the development or subdivision and

within the boundaries of such development or subdivision;

(b) Where the dwelling units are separately owned, such sign must be located in an

easement or tract of land to be owned and/or maintained by the Home Owners

Association, civic association, or similar entity;

( c) Final location of such sign must be approved by the Director of the Department of

Public Works or designee, to ensure that the sign does not obstruct the visibility of
motorists sight distance triangle; and
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( d) Such sign must be located in a landscaped area of at least two (2) square feet per
each square foot of sign area except that for multi-family dwellings such sign may
be a building sign.

'J-:2.Directional Signs - Directional signs for principally residential development§._er-a, 
sabdivisions or multi family dv,elling developments of any size is are pem1itted 
allowed in accordance with the following: 

(a) Such signs must not exceed three (3) square feet in area; and

(c) If freestanding, such signs must not exceed six (6) feet in height.

4-:'1,Temporary Signs - The following temporary signs: Temporary signs are allowed as 
follows: 

(a) Real Estate Signs for Individual Residential Lots or Dwelling Units

1. One (1) building or freestanding sign per street frontage not exceeding six (6)
square feet in area and, if free standing, not exceeding five (5) feet in height,
provided that any sign installed within ten (10) feet from the prope1iy line
must not exceed 42 inches in height;

11. Such signs must not be illuminated; and

iii. No sign pennit is required.

(b) Real Estate Signs/or Recorded Subdivision - For recorded subdivisions
containing ten (10) or more lots, signs must comply with the following:

1. One (1) sign per subdivision not exceeding 48 square feet in area and, if
freestanding, not exceeding 12 feet in height located within the subdivision;

11. Such signs must not be illuminated;

111. Such signs may be maintained for a period of two (2) years, or until all the
lots in the subdivision are sold, whichever occurs first; and

1v. Sign pennits are required and are renewable for such signs. 

(c) Real Estate Signs for New or Renovated Multi-Unit Dwelling Developments

1. For developments containing up to ten ( 10) dwelling units, signs must comply
with the following:
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A. One (1) sign per street frontage not exceeding 12 feet in height located on

the property;

B. Such signs must not be illuminated; and

C. No sign pennit is required for such signs.

11. For developments containing more than ten (10) dwelling units, signs must

comply with the following:

A. One (1) sign per street frontage not exceeding 48 square feet in area and, if

freestanding, not exceeding 12 feet in height located on the property;

B. Such signs must not be illuminated;

C. Such signs may be maintained for a period of two (2) years, or until all
the units in the development are rented, sold, or leased whichever occurs

first; and

D. Sign pennits are required and are renewable for such signs.

(d) Temporary Noncommercial Signs

1. General Provisions .for Temporary Noncommercial Signs

Ai- Such signs must not exceed five (5) square feet in area. 

B ii. If freestanding, such signs must not exceed five (5) feet in height, provided 
that any sign installed within ten ( l 0) feet from the prope1iy line must not 

exceed 42 inches in height; 

G iii. Such signs must not be illuminated; and 

9 iv. No sign pem1it is required for such signs. 

t-i-,{tlYard Sale Signs - In addition to the general provisions for temporary

noncommercial signs provided in Subsection 4 .(d)(i), above, property owners 
holding a yard sale are pe1mitted to erect signs on their own property in 
accordance 1.vith the follo,ving: One (1) yard sale sign per lot is allowed in 
accordance with the following: 

Ai. Signs must not be displayed for a period longer than hvo (2) days during 

any calendar month; and Signs may be displayed for a period no longer 
than two (2) days during any calendar month in which the yard sale occurs, 

and such signs must not exceed five (5) square feet in area. 
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B ii- Signs must be removed upor. the conclusion of the sale. Such signs must 
not be illuminated. 

G iii. No sign pennit is required for such signs. 

f) iv. Signs must be removed upon the conclusion of the sale.

25.18.12 - Signs Permitted Allowed for Nonresidential Uses in Residential Zones 

a. Signs for Permitted Uses in Residential Zones -Except for child care homes and child
care centers located on lots under 20,000 square feet, the following signs for a church,
synagogue or other place of worship, and otheF pennitted nonresidential uses are
pennitted allowed as follows:

1. One ( 1) pennanent sign, not exceeding 24 square feet in area for each street frontage

(a) If freestanding, it must not be located less than ten (10) feet from any lot line; and

(b) The sign may contain changeable copy.

2. Directional signs, provided that:

(a) Such signs do not exceed three (3) square feet in area; and

(b) If freestanding, such signs must not exceed six ( 6) feet in height.

b. Signs for Special Exceptions - For non-residential special exception uses in residential
zones:

1. All signs shall must be as pennitted authorized by the Board of Appeals in its
approval of the special exception application, except that the Board of Appeals may
not penn-it authorize any sign prohibited under Section 25.18.04.

2. Residential �special exceptions valid on December 31, 1983 have the following
options: 

(a) One (1) sign not exceeding 20 square feet in area is allowed. It may be a building
sign or freestanding. If freestanding, the sign must not exceed five ( 5) feet in
height; or

(b) A qualified applicant may apply to the Board of Appeals for an amendment to

existing sign conditions in compliance with Section 25.15.01 .b.

c. Temporary Real Estate Signs - Temporary real estate signs are pennitted allowed for all
nonresidential uses in residential zones in accordance with the provisions of Section
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25.18.11 .4. (a) 25.18.11.3 and will be allowed in addition to any other temporary sign 
allowed under this Atiicle 18. 

d. Temporary Noncommercial Signs - Temporary noncommercial signs are permitted
allowed in accordance with the provisions of Section 25.18.11.4 .(d) 25.18.11.3.(d).

25.18.13 - Signs Permitted Allowed in MXt arul the Industrial Zones 

a. Permanent Building Signs - Permanent building signs are permitted in the Mixed Use
Commercial (MXC) aR€l Industrial (1-L and 1-H) Zones in accordance with the following:

I. Total Aggregate Area

(a) The total aggregate area of all signs on the premises allowed for each
business/tenant must not exceed:

i. Two (2) square feet for each linear foot of exterior building wall enclosing the
business/tenant space up to a maximum of for the first 50 linear square feet.

ii. If such building wall or po1iion thereof measures more than 50 linear feet, then
the aggregate area of all signs on the premises for that business/tenant may be
increased in area at the rate of one (1) square foot for each additional linear
foot of exterior building wall in excess of 50 linear feet.

Total Aggregate Area for Each Business/Tenant 

Figure 18.6 Figure 18.7 

(b) For business/tenant space with multiple exterior building walls, each exterior wall
may be so measured. All signs must be placed on the exterior building wall or

potiion thereof used for measurement.
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2. Design

(a) For a lot occupied by more than one (1) business/tenant, each building sign must
be consistent with any sign plan and be compatible and harmonious (but not
necessarily identical) in tenns of design, color, shape, size, style, material, and
mounting with all other signs on the building or in the center lot.

(b) In addition to the principal sign color, up to two additional accent colors, such as
drop shadows or letter outlines may be included in the design. If a trademark or
logo is included, the provisions of Section 24 .18.06.a.3 also apply.

(d) A proposal for the entire building or center m,1st be submitted by the owner prior
to the issuance of the first sign pennit after the effective date of this Article for
either a nev, or mcisting development.

3. Additienal Signs for },1-ultiplc Tenants Buildings occ,1pied by four (4) or more
businesses/tenants may have one (1) additional building sign with a maximum area of
50 square feet located on an exterior 1,vall.

b. Freestanding Signs

1. Freestanding signs are pem1itted in the Mixed Use Commercial (MXC) Zone in
accordance with the following:

(a) One ( 1) freestanding sign is permitted per record lot;

(b) Such sign must not exceed a maximum area of 50 square feet and a maximam
height of six (6) feet;

(c) Such sign must not use internal illumination;

(d) Such sign must not be located within ten ( 10) feet from any lot line;

(e) ,t., landscaped area must be provided at the base of the freestanding sign, with the
landscaped area to be a minimum area of two (2) square feet of sign area; and

(f) Freestanding signs that contain the name, logo, or trademark of more than one (I)
business, place, organization, building, or person must meet the following
requirements in addition to those listed above:

1. Lettering for the identification of the building/center mast not be less than 1 g
inches in height;

11. Lettering for the identification of individual businesses/tenants and other copy
must not be less than ten ( l 0) inches in height;
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iii. The design of the sign shall be internally consistent and hannonious in color,
size, style, mateiial, and mounting; and

1v. The design of the sign shall be consistent and hannonioas with the sign plan 
and architecture for the entire building or center. 

Sign behind front building wall 
is based on side frontage 

----
----

Sign located in front of building wall 
1s based on front wall frontage 

Figure 18.8 - Freestanding Signs 

� Freestanding signs are pennitted allowed in the 1-L and I-H Zones in accordance with 
the following: 

(a) Freestanding signs that identify a single business/tenant shall be coanted as a
portion of the total aggregate sign area allowed for that business/tenant.

(b) Other freestanding signs, including those that identify a multi tenant building or
center, shall not be counted in the aggregate sign area allowed for any individ'..1al
business/tenant. Such signs must be in accordance with the following:

i. There shalt may be only one (1) freestanding sign per lot;

11. Such signs must have a maximum area of 50 square feet and a maximum
height of ten ( 10) feet; and

iii. The freestanding sign must be counted as a portion of the aggregate sign area
of the most proximate exterior building 1Nall;
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tV-;- Such signs must not be closer than 30 feet to any residential zone
.:.
� 

v. Freestanding signs that contain the name, logo, or trademark of more than one
(I) business, place, organization, building, or person must, in addition to the
requirements above, satisfy the follo1.ving additional requirements:

A. Lettering for the identification of the building/center must not be less than
18 inches in height;

B. Lettering for the identification of individual b'dsinesses/tenants and other
copy nr..1st not be less than ten ( 10) inches in height;

C. The design of the sign must be internally consistent and hannonious in
color, size, style, material, and mounting; and

D. The design of the sign must be consistent and hannonious with the sign
plan and architecture for the entire bailding or cer:ter.

Note: Every exterior surface is "frontage" 

Figure 18.9 - Building Signs (2) 

c. Ad-ditienal Signs Additional signs are pennitted in the Mixed Use Commercial (MXC),
and Industrial (I L and I H) Zones in accordance with the following:

1. Buildings or centers occupied by four (4) or more businesses/tenants may erect one
( l) additional sign, with one (I) entry per business/tenant.

2. Letters must be a maximum height of three (3) inches and mast be consistent in style.

3. Such sign may be erected as a building sign or freestanding sign not intended to be
readable from a public way.
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1. If freestanding, such sign must not e1weed a mmcimum of 50 square feet in area and
a maximum height of ten ( 10) feet.

d-:- Directional Signs - Directional signs in the Mixed Use Commercial (MXC), and 
Industrial (I-Land 1-H) Zones are permitted allowed in accordance with the following: 

1. The sign� must not exceed tlu·ee (3) square feet in area; and

2. If freestanding, the sign� must not exceed six ( 6) feet in height.

e:-d. Gasoline Price Signs - In the Mixed Use Commercial (MXC), and Industrial (I-Land I­
H) Zones, gasoline price signs required by State law for automobile filling stations may 
be freestanding or erected as a building sign. Any such sign or po1iion thereof that 
exceeds the minimum requirements of State law must be counted in the number, size, 
and total aggregate area for the business/tenant. 

f:.e. Changeable Copy Signs - Changeable copy signs are permitted allowed in the Mi1rnd 
Use Commercial (MXC) and Industrial (I-Land 1-H) Zones to anno'..mce cmTent and 
future entertainment productions. Such sign may be freestanding and shall be counted in 
the number, size, and aggregate sign area permitted for the business/tenant. 

g;f. Temporary Signs - Temporary signs are pennitted allowed in the Mixed Use 
Commercial (MXC) and Industrial (1-L and I-H) Zones in accordance with the following: 

1. One (I) real estate sign per lot not exceeding 48 square feet in area, and not more than
12 feet in height if freestanding, or one ( 1) building sign not exceeding 72 square feet
in area if mounted at least 70 feet above adjacent grade, in accordance with the
following:

(a) Such signs must not be illuminated;

(b) Such signs may be maintained for a period of two (2) years or until the building or
lot is rented, leased, or sold, whichever occurs first. Signs must be removed
within 30 days after sale, lease, or rental. Signs installed for a two (2) year
renewal period are limited to a maximum size of 24 square feet; and

( c) Such signs must not be located within 30 feet of a residential zone.

2. One (1) sign may be erected dming the period of construction with a total maximum
sign area of':/-± 200 square feet.

3. Upon occupancy of a space by a business or tenant, batmers, and displays not
exceeding 32 square feet in total area may be erected for up to 60 consecutive days
including days before or after actual occupancy date by the business or tenant. If the
building has more than 50 feet of linear frontage, the total area of the banner or
display may be increased up to 48 square feet.
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4. Temporary noncommercial signs are pennitted allowed in the Mixed Use
Commercial (MXC) and Industrial (1-L and I-H) zones in accordance with the
provisions of Section 25.18.14.a.4.(b ).

tt&,Subdivision Entrance Signs - In the Industrial zones, pennanent signs within recorded 
subdivisions of four (4) or more lots are pennitted allowed in accordance with the 
following: 

1. One (1) sign is pennitted, not exceeding 50 square feet in area and not exceeding six
(6) feet in height.

2. Such sign must be located at or near the entrance to the subdivision within the
boundaries of the subdivision.

3. Final location of such sign must be approved by the City Traffic Engineer Director of
Public Works to ensure that the sign does not obstruct the visibility of motorists sight
distance triangle.

4. Such sign must be located in a landscaped area of at least two (2) square feet per each
square foot of sign area.

5. Such sign must not use internal illumination.

25.18.14 - Signs :Permitted Allowed in Other Mixed-Use Zones - MXTD, MXCD, MXCT, 

MXNC, MXE, MXB, MXC and MXT 

a. The following signs are pennitted allowed in the MXT and MXC Zone§_:

1. Pennanent building signs in accordance with the following:

( a) The total area of all building signs must not exceed 15 square feet on any
building;

(b) Such signs must not utilize internal illumination; and

( c) Such signs must not be placed above the first-story level of any building;

2. Pennanent freestanding signs in accordance with the following:

(a) One (1) freestanding sign is pennitted allowed for each Fe€effi lot or project not
exceeding eight (8) square feet in area and not exceeding five (5) feet in height;

(b) Such sign must not utilize internal illumination; and
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(c) Such sign must be located not less than ten (10) feet from a lot line of any lot used
principally for a residence;

3. Directional signs in accordance with the following:

(a) Such sign� must not to exceed tlu·ee (3) square feet in area; and

(b) If freestanding, not to exceed six ( 6) feet in height;

4. Temporary signs in accordance with the following:

( a) One (I) real estate sign per lot not exceeding 24 square feet in area and eight (8)
feet in height, in accordance with the following:

1. Such signs must not be illuminated;

11. Such signs may be maintained for a period of two (2) years or until the
building or lot is rented, leased, sold, whichever occurs first; and

111. Such signs must not be located within 30 feet of a residential zone.

(b) Temporary noncommercial signs are pennitted allowed in accordance with the

following:

1. The total aggregate area of all such signs on a single lot must not exceed 32
square feet;

11. No single sign may exceed 12 square feet in size;

111. If freestanding, such signs must not exceed eight (8) feet in height;

1v. ln lieu of the signage allowed in subsection (b)(i) and (ii) above, on any 
reWfd. lot that abuts a limited access highway noncommercial temporary signs 
may be attached to the side of a building facing a limited access highway. 
Such signs must be mounted to the top floor face of the building, must not 
obstruct windows, and must not exceed an aggregate size of 100 square feet. 

v. Such signs must not be illuminated;

v1. Such signs must not be located within 30 feet of a residential zone; 

vii. No sign pennit is required for such signs.

5. Portable signs. One (1) portable sign may be allowed as follows:
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(a) The sign must be located within ten (10) feet of the front building entrance of
the business and must not impede pedestrian movements; 

(b) Each sign face cannot exceed six (6) square feet in area and be no taller than
three (3) feet: 

(c) The sign can only be displayed when the business is open to the public.

b.Signs pennitted allowed in the MXTD, MXCD, MXNC, MXCT, MXB, and MXE Zones:

I. Permanent Building Signs - Permanent building signs are permitted in the MXTD,
MXCD, MXNC, MXCT, MXB, and MXE Zones in accordance with the following:

(a) MXTD, MXCD, MXCT. MXE, and MXNC Zones

1. The total aggregate area of all signs on the premises al lowed for each
business/tenant must not exceed:

A. Two (2) square feet for each linear foot of exterior building wall enclosing
the business/tenant space up to a ma,timum of for the first 50 square linear
feet.

B. If such building wall or po11ion thereof measures more than 50 linear feet,
then the aggregate area of all signs on the premises for that business/tenant
may be increased in area at the rate of one ( l) square foot for each
additional linear foot of exterior building wall in excess of 50 linear feet.

11. For a lot occupied by more than one (I) business/tenant, each building sign
must be consistent and hannonious in terms of design, color, shape, size,
style, material, and mounting with other such signs on the building or in the
center. A proposal for the entire building or center must be submitted by the
owner prior to the issuance of the first sign pennit for either a new or eJtisting
development.

111. In addition to the principal sign color, up to two additional accent colors, such
as drop shadows or letter outlines may be included in the design. ff.a
trademark or logo is included, the provisions of Section 24 .18.06.a.3 also

�

1v. In the MXTD Zone, signs allowed for an individual business/tenant in a multi 
tenant building must be placed only on pedestrian levels of the building. 

v-, ln addition to the above, buildings occupied by two (2) or more 
businesses/tenants may have building signs with a maximum area of 50 square 
feet each located on any exterior wall that has frontage on the public right-of­
way. 
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Figure 18.10 - Building Signs (1) 

(b) Total Aggregate Area - MXE and MXB Zones-

1. The total area of all signs erected on a reoom lot in the MXE and MXB Zones
must not exceed 250 square feet.

ii. For a lot occupied by more than one (1) business/tenant, each building sign
must be consistent and hannonious in tenns of design, color, shape, size,
style, material, and mounting with other such signs on the building or in the 
center. A proposal for the entire building or center mast be submitted by the 
owner p1ior to the issuance of the first sign pennit for either a nevi or e)cisting 
development. 

iii. In addition to the principal sign color, up to two additional accent colors, such
as drop shadows or letter outlines may be included in the design. If.a
trademark or logo is included, the provisions of Section 24 .18.06.a.3 also

�

(c) Optiorial Comprehrnsive Sign Paclu:tge An applicant for nev,r development,
comprehensive redevelopment, or an existing multi tenant project may submit a
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comprehensive sign program to the Sign Review Board that deviates from the 
above requirements of subsection b. l, above. 

1. The Sign Review Board may approve such a comprehensive sign package
provided that:

A. If the maximum size otherwise allowed for any sign is increased, the total
square footage of all signs on the project must not eJrneed the maJtimum
aggregate total signage area permitted in subsection b. l, above.

B. Not1,vithstanding any variation among the signs in design, color, shape,
size, style, matetial, or mounting, the signs must be compatible with each
other and with the surrounding propet1ies.

11. In revie1,ving a proposed comprehensive sign package, the Sign Reviev,r Board
must consider:

A. The size, shape, color, design elements, and location of the signs;

B. The compatibility of the proposed signs 1.vith the surrounding properties,
the proximity of other signs, and the characteristics of the area where the
signs am to be located; and

C. Any recommendations from the Chief of Platming or the Pl aiming
Commission.

iii. The Sign Review Board may impose such conditions and terms when
approving a comprehensive sign package, that are reasonably necessary to
satisfy the puq:iose and intent of this A11icle.

2. Freestanding Signs

(a) Freestanding signs are permitted allowed in the MXTD Zone in accordance with
the following:

1. On a lot, GQne (I) freestanding sign is allowed per record lot for each frontage
on a major arterial or business district street;

ii. Such sign must not exceed a three (3) feet by eight (8) inches with a
maximum height of six (6) feet;

iii.Such sign must not use internal illumination;

iv. Such sign must not have a separate supporting structure; attd

v. Final location of such sign must be approved by the Director of the
Department of Public Works, or their designee, to ensure that the sign does
not obstruct the sight distance triangle motorist visibility.; and
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vi. Freestanding signs may also be subject to the provisions of Sec. 25.17 .08.df
for areas along Rockville Pike and Hungerford Drive.

(b) Freestanding signs are pennitted allowed in the MXCD, MXCT, MXB, and
MXNC Zones in accordance with the following:

1. Freestanding signs that identify a single business/tenant must be erected on a
lot with a single business/tenant must be counted as a p01iion of the total
aggregate sign area allowed for that business,/tenant. G-thef fE_reestanding
signs, including those that identify a multi tenant building or center, erected
on a lot with more than one business/tenant must not be counted in the
aggregate sign area allowed for any individual business/tenant. Such signs
must be in accordance with the following:

a. One (I) freestanding sign for each reOOfd lot. On reeefd- lots larger than
five (5) acres, one (1) freestanding sign shall be pem1itted on each public
street frontage on a major highvvay or business district street. Where more
than one ( 1) freestanding sign is pennitted, they sha-l+must be erected at
least 100 feet apa1i;

b. Such signs must not exceed a maximum area of I 00 square feet and a
maximum height of 20 feet, provided that the area of a freestanding sign
must not exceed the aggregate sign area allowed for the premises as
measured by the most proximate building wall;

c. The freestanding sign shall be counted as a po1iion of the aggregate sign
area of the most proximate exterior building \Vall;

d-,. Such signs must not be closer than 30 feet to any residential zone; 

Sign behind front building wall 
\ 

-----
--
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Figure 18.11 - Freestanding Signs 

e:-d. A landscaped area must be provided at the base of the freestanding 
sign, with the landscaped area a minimum area of two (2) square feet for 
each square foot of sign area; 

f� The design of the sign shall be compatible and hannonious with the 
sign plan and architecture for the entire building or OORteF lot; and 

g:-f. Freestanding signs are also subject to the provisions of Section.,. 
25.17.08.c for areas along Rockville Pike or Hungerford Drive. 

11. Freestanding signs that contain the name, logo, or trademark of more than one
(l) business, place, organization, building, or person must satisfy the
requirements set fo1ih in subsections b.2.(b)(i)A. tluough F. of this Section,
25.18.14, plus the following additional requirements:

A. Lettering for the identification of the buildin!9'center must not be less than
18 inches in height;

B. Lettering for the identification of individual businesses/tenants and other
copy must not be less than ten ( 10) inches in height;

C. The design of the sign must be internally consistent and hannonious in
color, size, style, mateiial, and mounting; and

D. The design of the sign must be consistent and ha1monious with the sign 

plan and architecture for the entire building or center.

Note: Every exterior surface is "frontage" 
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Figure 18.12 - Building Signs 

(c) Freestanding signs are pennitted in the MXE Zone in accordance with the
following:

1. Freestanding signs must be counted as a po1iion of the total aggregate sign

area of the lot;

11. One ( 1) freestanding sign for each reWfEi lot not exceeding I 00 square feet in

area and not exceeding 20 feet in height is allowed. Such sign must be located
not less than 50 feet from any lot line;

iii. In addition, reoof€!. lots which abut a limited access highway may have_one (I)
additional freestanding sign not exceeding 50 square feet in area and not
exceeding five (5) feet in height to be located at the principal point of ingress

to such lot and not less than ten (I 0) feet from any lot line;

1v. A landscaped area must be provided at the base of the freestanding sign. The 
landscaped area must be a minimum area of two (2) square feet for each 

square foot of sign area; and 

v. Letters and graphics on such signs must not exceed six (6) inches in height.

3. Directional Signs - Directional signs are pennitted allowed in accordance with the
following:

(a) The sign must not exceed tlu·ee (3) square feet in area; and

(b) If freestanding, the sign must not exceed six ( 6) feet in height.

4 Gasoline Price Signs - Gasoline price signs required by State law for automobile 

filling stations may be freestanding or erected as a building sign. Any such sign or 
po1iion thereof that exceeds the minimum requirements of State law must be counted 
in the number, size, and total aggregate area for the business/tenant. 

5. Changeable Copy Signs - Changeable copy signs are pennitted to annmmce cun-ent

and future entertainment productions. Such sign may be freestanding and shalt must
be counted in the number, size, and aggregate sign area pennitted allowed for the
business/tenant.

6. Temporary Signs - Temporary signs are pennitted allowed in the Mixed-Use Transit
District ffil1e (MXTD), Mixed-Use C01,-idor District (MXCD), Mixed-Use C01,-idor
Transition (MXCT), Mixed-Use Business District (MXB), Mixed-Use Neighborhood
Commercial (MXNC), and Mixed-Use Employment (MXE) Zones in accordance
with the following:

( a) One (I) real estate sign is pem1itted allowed per lot not exceeding 48 square feet
in area, and not more than 12 feet in height if freestanding, or one (1) building
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sign not exceeding 72 square feet in area if mounted at least 70 feet above 
adjacent grade, in accordance with the following: 

1. Such signs must not be illuminated;

11. Such signs may be maintained for a period of two (2) years or until the
building or lot is rented, leased, or sold, whichever occurs first. Signs must be
removed within 30 days after sale, lease, or rental. Signs installed for a two
(2) year renewal period are limited to a maximum size of 24 square feet; and

iii. Such signs must not be located within 30 feet of a residential zone.

(b) One ( 1) sign may be erected along each side facing a public street during the

period of construction with a total maximum sign area of 1± 200 square feet for

each side.

( c) Upon occupancy of a space by a business or tenant, banners, and displays not
exceeding 32 square feet in total area may be erected for up to 60 consecutive
days including days before or after actual occupancy date by the business or
tenant. If the building has more than 50 feet of linear frontage, the total area of the
banner or display may be increased up to 48 square feet.

(d) Temporary noncommercial signs are permitted allowed in the MXTD, MXCD,
MXNC, MXCT, MXB, and MXE Zones in accordance with the provisions of
Section 25.18.14.a.4.(b ).

7. Portable signs. One (1) small, portable "sand 1,vich board" sign may be allowed as
follows:

(a) The sign shalt must be located directly at within ten (10) feet of the front
building entrance of the business to which it refers and must not impede
pedestrian movements;

(b) Each sign face cannot exceed six (6) square feet in area and be no taller than
three (3) feet; and

(c) The sign mtt5-tcan only be displayed when the business is open to the public-;---aoo�

(d) The sign may be placed in the public right of v,ray but must not be placed 1,vhere
it will impede pedestrian traffic on the sidev,•alk, nor can it be placed in such a
way as to impede vehicle traffic.

25.18.15 Election Signs Reserved. 

a. Residential Zones / Reside1qtial Property in Other Zo,ws In residential zones and on
residential prope1iy in all zones, election signs m'..1st comply with the size, height, and
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location requirements for temporary noncommercial signs contained in Sections 
25.18.l l.4(d). 

l. Such signs are subject to applicable provisions of Section 25.18.04.

2. No sign permit is required.

b. All Other Zones In all other zones, election signs must comply ,Nith the requirements of
the zone in which it is located petiaining to the size, area, height, duration, and location
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs.

I. Such signs are subject to applicable provisions of Section 25.18.04.

2. No sign pennit is required.

c. Removal Election signs that are no longer needed should be removed v,rithin seven (7)
days after the election to 1.vhich they pe1iain. It shall be the obligation of the candidate to
cause all such signs to be removed prior to the expiration of the period.

d. ,Vo Illumint1tion Election signs must not be illuminated.

e. Usage o.fPermarwnt SigH Nothing herein precludes the usage at any time of pennanent
signage pennitted under this Article to advocate a candidate or issue to be voted on in an
election.

25.18.16- Signs on Public Property and the Public Right-of-Way 

a. Signs Prohibited -No sign is permitted allowed on public property or within the public
right-of-way except as directed or authorized by the City Manager unless specifically
authorized or required by this Code.

b. Exceptions -The City Manager may direct or authorize This section does not prohibit the
erection or display of one (1) or more of the following signs on public propetiy or within
the public right-of-way:

1. Any sign required by a valid and applicable federal, state, or local law, ordinance, or
regulation.

2. Signs and other visual displays erected by, or at the direction of, federal, state, or
local governmental or quasi-govenunental agencies.

+:-3.Traffic control signs; Signs confonning to or required by the Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices, as published by the Federal Highway Administration from 
time to time under 23 Code of Federal Regulations, Patt 655, Subpati. 

2. Signs that provide directional or other public service infonnation;
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3. Signs pertaining to a governmental or public purpose;

4. Signs pertaining to the use, maintenance, and/or operation of public property or right
of way and/or pertaining to any events or activities lawfully conducted on said
propeiiy or right of way;

5. Signs pertaining to the closure or partial closure of a road or other public right of
way; and

6. Such other signs deemed to be in the public interest.

c. Co:nnum.ity Events and Noncommercial Messages The City Manager may designate
one (1) or more areas on public property or ·.vithin the public right of way for the erection
of signs pe1iaining to publicly and/or privately sponsored community events and
noncommercial messages. Such signs must be erected and maintained in accordance with
such standards, reqi.1irements, and conditions as may be established by the City Manager.

25.18.17 - Noncommercial Signs in Lieu of Commercial Signs 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Article or Chapter to the contrary, any sign pennitted 
allowed by this A1iicle or Chapter to contain a commercial message may, in lieu thereof, 
contain a noncommercial message umelated to the business, tenant, or entity located on the 
premises where the sign is erected, provided that the other criteria and regulations contained 
in this A1iicle and Chapter have been satisfied, including but not limited to size, height, 
setback, location, duration, design, maintenance, and construction regulations and criteria. 

25.18.18- Signs in Planned Development Zones 

a. Except as otherwise provided in this Article 1.8_, signs in any of the Plaimed Development
zones as set forth in A1iicle 14 will be regulated based on the applicable designated
equivalent zones described in each planned development.

b. Specific regulations for signs in planned development zones ·.vhere the project ·.vas
originally approved as a preliminary development plan after Janaary I, 2000 and
inch1ded land either ovmed by the City or purchased from the City:

-l--:---Notwithstanding the provisions of A1iicle 18, the following is specifically pem1itted
allowed in the PD-TS Zone Plam1.ed Development zones: 

(a) Freestanding Signs in accordance with the following:.,.

1. One (1) off-premises sign per lot limited to 35 square feet of sign area and 25
feet in height.
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11. Up to eighteen (18) off-premises signs limited to four (4) square feet of sign
area and ten ( l 0) feet in height installed on existing light posts located on lots
covered by and subject to a preliminary development plan.

c. Opti01wl Comprehensive Sign Package An application for nev,r development or
comprehensive redevelopment of a project in a Planned Development zone may submit a
comprehensive sign program as part of the application to the Approving Authority that
deviates from the requirements of subsection a. above.

c. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 18, the following are specifically allowed in
the Planned Development zones listed in Sections 25.14.07.c.1.(a), 25.14.07.c.2, and
25.14.07.c.3:

1. Freestanding Signs in accordance with the following:
W One freestanding sign facing each public road bordering the project and

designated as a major arterial roadway or limited access highway; 
(hl Each sign is limited to 100 square feet of sign area and 20 feet in height; 
W Each sign must be located within the boundaries of the approved Pla1med 

Development; 
(ill Each sign must be located on a tract of land owned by the homeowner's 

association, civic association, or similar entity; 
.uu, Each sign must be compatible and ham1onious with the architectural style, 

character, materials, color, and details of the adjacent buildings and signs; 
ill Such signs must not use internal illumination; 
_(g). Except in the PD-TS Zone, a landscaped area must be provided at the base of 

the sign, with the landscaped area a minimum of two (2) square feet for each 
square foot of sign area; 

(hl If the sign is a conunercial sign, it must refer only to a tenant or tenants located 
within the boundaries of the approved Plaimed Development, it being expressly 
found and dete1mined that such signs are necessary to identify the goods and 
services available in the planned development and, as regulated herein, do not 
create an unattractive nuisance in the maimer of general off-premises 
adve1tising; 

ill In the PD-CB zone, a sign must comply with the provisions contained in 
Section 25.17.08.c. 

2. Directional Signs, in accordance with the following:
(a) Signs must not exceed tlu·ee (3) feet in square area; and
(b) If freestanding, signs must not exceed six (6) feet in height.

25.18.19 - Optional Sign Package 

a. Purpose. The preceding requirement of this A1ticle 18 ensure that signs that meet
certain minimum standards and are consistent with the character and quality of the
built environment in the City of Rockville may be quickly approved and displayed.
In some situations, alternative standards may contribute to a project's aesthetic
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qualities and enhance vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian safety. The purpose of this 
section is to set fotth an optional method for signage to be provided within larger­
scale projects in certain areas in the City. Approval of an optional sign package 
pursuant to the standards of this section allows for consistent presentation of signage 
tlu·oughout larger-scale projects, flexibility to provide for unique enviromnents, and 
more pre-approval of designs and design elements to make subsequent applications 
for sign pennits more efficient. 

b. Applicability. To be eligible to apply for an optional sign package, the propetiy or
propetties subject to an application must consist of: (i) development including
buildings three (3) or more stories in height; and (ii) (a) be located within one or more
of the MXTD, MXCD, or MXNC zones; (b) be located entirely within either the Town
Center Performance Disttict or the Twinbrook Metro Perfonnance District; or (c)
include ten ( I 0) or more contiguous acres and be located entirely within the MXE
zone.

c. Total Sign Area and Location of Signs.

l. Aggregate Sign Area. The total aggregate area of freestanding and building signs
that may be provided subject to an optional sign package must not exceed: two (2)
square feet for each linear foot of exterior building wall enclosing any building
with a non-residential use.

2. Location: Freestanding or building signs may be erected anywhere within the area
subject to an optional sign package, provided that such signs comply with the
following:

W Signs may extend above roof level by no more than 25% of the sign face area; 
(.hl Building signs may project up to 42 inches from the building face; 
(fl Freestanding signs must not exceed 200 square feet or a height of 20 feet; 
(ill If the sign is a commercial sign, it must refer only to a tenant or tenants located 

within the area subject to an optional sign package; it being expressly found 
and detennined that such signs are necessary to identify the goods and services 
available in the optional sign package area, and, as regulated herein, do not 
create an unattractive nuisance in the maimer of general off-premises 
adve1tising 

� No freestanding signs are allowed within 30 feet of any residential zone or 
residential equivalent zone; 

ill Signs along Rockville Pike or Hungerford Drive must comply with Section 
25.17.08.c. 

d. Directional Signs. Directional signs are allowed anywhere within an area subject to an
application, provided that: (i) such signs must not exceed three (3) square feet in area;
and (ii) if freestanding, the signs must not exceed six (6) feet in height. Directional
signs do not count toward the aggregate sign limit and do not need to be included as
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part of an optional sign package application. A pennit must be obtained prior to the 
erection or installation of a directional sign. 

e. Entrance Signs. One (1) pennanent entrance sign is allowed for any principally
residential building within an area subject to an application. The provisions set fotih in
Section 25.18.11.1 apply to any such signs. Pennanent entrance signs do not count

toward the aggregate sign limit and do not need to be included as part of an optional
sign package application. A pennit must be obtained prior to the erection or installation
of a pennanent entrance sign.

f. Submittal Requirements. Any person desiring an optional sign package must submit the
following materials to the Chief of Zoning:

I. A completed application on a fonn provided by the City;

2. The application fee as detennined by resolution of the Mayor and Council;

3. A scaled drawing showing existing property lines, and existing and approved
buildings (including dimensions of building/unit frontage and square footage for

each building), lighting, and landscaping;
4. Location, materials, and maximum area for each sign that each occupant will be

allowed to display;
5. Scaled, color elevations of the proposed signage with appropriate dimensions,

including height, width, and depth drawing of the proposed signage;

6. A calculation of the total amount of sign area for each structure, and for each lot

as a whole: and

7. Any other supplemental material reasonably necessary for the review of the

permit request.

g,_ Completeness Review. The Chief of Zoning will check each application submittal for 
its completeness and provide notification to the applicant of any deficiencies in the 
application within ten (10) days following receipt and review of the application. Upon 
the Chief of Zoning's detennination that the application is complete and receipt of all 
fees, the application will be reviewed by the Chief of Zoning for confonnity with this 
section. 

h. Criteria for Approval. An optional sign package must meet the following criteria:

1. Safety. The proposed signs will not create a safety or security hazard to
pedestrians, drivers, or the public, and not interfere with pedestrian and bicycle
movements.

11. Scale. The proposed signs, both individually and in the aggregate, must be
propotiional to the building size and massing, relevant to both buildings within the
area subject to the optional sign package and the neighborhood context.

111. Architectural Features. The proposed signs must be compatible and hannonious

with the architectural style, character, materials, color, and detail of adjacent
buildings and signs.
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1v. Compliance with Size and Location Requirements. The proposed signs must 
comply with the requirements set fo1ih in subsection c. 

v. Lighting. The proposed signs must comply with the illumination requirements of
Section 25.18.06.a.3.

v1. No Prohibited Signs. The proposed signs must not include any signs prohibited by 
Section 25.18.04.b., unless otherwise allowed by this section. 

h. Approval. If the Chief of Zoning finds that the proposed optional sign package
confonns with the criteria for approval set forth in this section, the Chief of Zoning must
approve the optional sign package within 60 days of the date the completed application
and applicable fee were received. Any denial of an optional sign package application
must be in writing and identify the aspects of the application that do not conf01m to the
criteria for approval set fo1ih in this section.

a. Effect of Approval. Notwithstanding any other provision of this A11icle 18, an
approved optional sign package will govern the signage that is located within an area
that is subject to an application. Prior to the erection of any signs implementing an
optional sign package, an applicant must obtain a pennit from the City of Rockville.
All signs erected or maintained within the area subject to an optional sign package
must confonn at all times to the approved optional sign package. Any deviations from
an approved optional sign package will be unlawful unless and until the approved
optional sign package is revised, amended, and approved in accordance with this
section.

b. Expiration. An approved optional sign package will expire one ( l) year from the date
of approval if no pennits for allowed signs have been issued.

c. Amendment. Revisions or amendments to an approved optional sign package may be
requested and approved in accordance with the procedure for new optional sign
packages set forth in this section.

d. Appeals. Any applicant who is denied an optional sign package may file a written
appeal to the Board of Appeals within ten (10) days following receipt of the written
copy of the denial.

NOTE: Strikethroughs indicate material deleted 
Underlining indicates material added 
Asterisks * * * indicate material unchanged by this ordinance 

I hereby ce1iify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance 
adopted by the Mayor and Council at its meeting of October 21, 2019. 
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Clerk/Director of Council Operations 
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